
APRIL
Hours of Operation:

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Spring Work Party &
Spring Wine Tasting

Saturday, April 16

Secretary’s Luncheon
Friday, April 22

Children’s Easter Egg
Hunt & Easter Brunch

Sunday, April 24

Commodore’s
Celebration Ball

Saturday, April 30
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Saturdays:
Bar : 1130 - 2200

Lunch: 1130 - 1600
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Fridays:
Bar : 1130 - 2200

Lunch: 1130 - 1600
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Thursdays:
Bar : 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Sunday, April 17:
Bar : 1130 - 1700

Lunch: 1130 - 1600

Visit the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club on the web!

www.sbycmi.com

From the Helm
~ John Michutka, Commodore
It seems that even though it is officially spring, Old Man Winter wants to stay
just a little bit longer. Even though the ice has just left our slips, it is my

understanding that our first “early bird boat” is scheduled
to dock in the North basin on Tuesday, April 5th. Good
luck with that Director Taunt!

Normally we get an early start, launching the second
week of April, but this year we pushed our date back one
week. By the looks of the weather forecast, and the fact
that I still have pre launch preparation to complete, we
made a very good choice.

If you attended the SBYC Annual Meeting you know
that the two by-law amendments and the dues proposal
have passed. We had a very good turnout for the Annual
Meeting and many absentee ballots were received from

the membership. All proposals were passed by a large margin. Thank you.

We have three events in the month of  April that we look forward to strong
attendance from our members.

First, the annual Spring Cleanup on Saturday April 16th. Many hands make for
short work. We will be doing some dock maintenance, grounds cleanup and
painting. Come out and help keep your club the best in the Great Lakes Bay
Region. Enjoy lunch at the club after our work is done.

That same Saturday evening is our Spring Wine Tasting event.  Taste some
great wines and purchase them at a discounted price. Also enjoy the deserts
and appetizers Chef Harry has planned.

The Commodore’s Celebration is Saturday April 30th. This is always one of  the
best events of  the season. Take the opportunity to meet many of  your Club’s
past Commodores and celebrate their service to our Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.

Sue and I are looking forward to launching Chillin and all the great activities
we have at our Club. More importantly, we are looking forward to spending
time with all the members of  our Club.
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From the Rear Commodore
~ Neil Oldenburg, Rear Commodore
Well, the first Robins have appeared and geese are
gathering at the ponds in search of their spring
nesting sites. Spring activities are commencing at the
Club also. Activities include the club being open two
nights a week, Causley has begun commissioning his
equipment in preparation for the spring work at the
docks and basins, and meetings and work parties are

being planned.

By the time of this posting, Skeg
Night will have been completed
(March 24th.) Skeg night has
historically been the ‘unofficial’
opening of the club when the
men would come to spruce up
the area and toast to the new
season. Be sure to check your
calendars and schedules to keep

up to date on the listing of  events.

Saturday, April 16th is the Spring Work Party and all
hands are needed! There are many grounds and dock
activities to be completed that will include cleaning
of  the flower beds, re-decking a dock or two,
circulator removal, ladder installation, and general
‘sprucing up’. The work party will be followed by a
lunch inside. Bring hand tools, garden tools, power
tools, extension cords, etc. as many hands make short
work. That evening, (April 16th) return for the spring
wine tasting and reward yourself for a hard days work
with wine samples available for purchase!

Relative to the docks, a list of improvements has
been compiled and submitted to Causley for
completion. There is also the normal ‘heaving’ of
some pilings from the ice that will need to be
addressed. A fresh load of deck lumber has been
received, if anyone is interested in re-decking their
own dock.

From the Manager’s Desk
~ By Kraig Kubik, General Manager
Hello everyone!  Spring is here and there is a lot of
excitement in the air with the upcoming season.  I
would like to thank all of you that have supported
the Club in January, February and March.  Once again
it proved to be the right thing to do both financially
for the Club and all of us that happen to be here for
the winter.

I wanted to remind everyone that we will be having a
CPR class at the Club on
Saturday April 9, 2011 at 12:00
noon.  The cost of the class is
$30.00.  We will take sign ups
until Wednesday the 6th of
April.  We need advance notice
so we know how many
mannequins and trainers to
bring in.

Everyone by now has received
their calendars for April.  Take the opportunity to
sign up for the various activities.  Besides the CPR
class, we need as many volunteers as we can get for
the Spring Work Party Saturday April 16, 2011.
Some of the items we wish to accomplish are
cleaning and preparing flower beds, re – decking
some docks, putting ladders on docks, pulling
circulators and painting the front of  the Club.  The
day begins at 9:00am with coffee, pastries and
instructions.  Lunch will occur at approximately
12:00 noon.  Flower planting will occur this year on
Saturday May 21, 2011.  Sign up sheets are on the
bulletin board or call us with your reservation.

I also wanted to mention that the Wine Tasting on
April 16, 2011 is an event that occurs here every year.
It helps me and Myles choose the wines for the
upcoming season.  It is with your input that wines
you appreciate will be here when you come for
dinner.  We will not be serving the regular menu this
evening as this is a Club event and will be offering
heavy hors d’ oeuvres to compliment the wine tasting.

Special Note: The Commodore’s Ball features a
double entree of  Veal Oscar & Sea Bass.  If  you
prefer to have a double portion of veal or bass,
instead of  both, please let us know when you RSVP.

See you at the Club!

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Mission
We are a unique community of  individuals with shared values
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual
respect.  A family of  great people serving great people in a safe,
nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand
tall and proud along the water and welcome all who would join
us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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Kids’ Easter Egg HuntKids’ Easter Egg HuntKids’ Easter Egg HuntKids’ Easter Egg HuntKids’ Easter Egg Hunt
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From the House Committee
~ Don Weaver, Vice Commodore
Hello everyone!  Winter is nearly behind us (it’s about
time!) and the 2011 season is ready to begin.  In
anticipation, the House Committee has been hard at
work making final preparations.  One of  the main
items of focus has been evaluation of the menu.
Based on everyone’s feedback from our brief  survey,
it appears that our offerings are in good shape.  We

are looking into a couple of
minor adjustments including
the addition of a sandwich or 2.

Your input has also led us to
consider the format of  the
menu.  We are planning to
combine the Children’s, Bar,
and Sandwich menus into a
single “lite” menu which will be
available during lunch and

dinner in the Bar, Lounge, and Dining Room.  In
addition to enabling the space to provide additional
detail to the entrees in the dinner menu, we hope it
will make it easier to order everything our great chef
has to offer regardless of  where you’re sitting.

As we continue through the spring months in
anticipation of  summer, remember that we’re no
longer limited to our winter dining hours.  Take
advantage of the extended weekend schedule and
consider your club for private parties and banquets.
It’s a great opportunity to enjoy your Club in a
different way.  We look forward to seeing you!

Don’t miss this year’s fabulous Easter Brunch on
Sunday, April 24 from 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm!  Plus,
the Children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be at 1:00 p.m.

Easter Brunch Menu:
SBYC Soup and Salad Bar includes:
Tomato Bisque and Chicken & Rice Soup
Pea & Peanut Salad and Copper Penne Salad
Scrambled Eggs        New York Strip
Corned Beef Hash        Ham
Bacon        Baked Chicken Vesuvio
Polish Sausage        Cod Florentine
Pancakes        Scalloped Potatoes
Sticky Buns        Mac and Cheese
Cakes, Cookies and Pies    Peas

$19.95 Adults       $7.95 Children ages 5-10
Complimentary for Children under age 5
The bar will feature Mimosas and Bloody Marys.

Don’t forget to RSVP by calling 989-892-5905 or
email club@sbycmi.com.

Easter BrunchEaster BrunchEaster BrunchEaster BrunchEaster Brunch
Sunday, April 24, 12:00 – 3:00 pmSunday, April 24, 12:00 – 3:00 pmSunday, April 24, 12:00 – 3:00 pmSunday, April 24, 12:00 – 3:00 pmSunday, April 24, 12:00 – 3:00 pm

Kid’s Easter Egg Hunt!
Don’t forget about the annual kids’ Easter Egg Hunt
at SBYC.  It starts promptly at 1:00 pm!  It goes fast
... as our kids find their easter eggs very quickly!
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Spring Work Party!
April 16 - 9:00 am
~ Bill Fletcher, Co-Chair
   of Grounds Committee
As I write this report, the
Calendar may say Spring, but
there’s a fresh 8 inches of  snow
on my deck.  Weather or not,
planning is underway for the

Spring Work Party and the party includes you!
Come out Saturday April 16th at 9:00am for
a morning of camaraderie and  preparing
your Club for another great boating
season.  Activities include prepping
flower beds, painting and general
clean up of  the grounds.

Remember to RSVP to the
Club as there will be a
complimentary lunch for all
participants.  If  you are aware of  an item
that needs to be addressed at this event, please
contact me at 989-274-9250 or wdfletch@live.com.

April Dinner Features

Friday, April 15
Manicotti  $15.00
Chicken Teresa  $17.00

Friday, April 22 &
Saturday, April 23
Shrimp Diablo  $22.95
Prime Rib  $15.00

Spring Wine Tasting
April 16 – 6:00 to 8:30 pm
It’s Spring Time … Honest!  Don’t miss the Spring
Wine Tasting!  Enjoy the tastes of  a huge variety of
wines and a fabulous selection of  Harry’s best hors
d’ouevres!

Food stations featuring both cold and hot selections
and include:
Crudites and Dip
Herbed Cheese Stuffed Potatoes with Caviar
Smoked Salmon
Cheese Display with Crackers
French Dip and Italian Sausage Sliders

Sauteed Artichoke Hearts
Chicken Skewers a la Vesuvio
Lobster Pops

A wonderful Dessert Station includes:
Chocolate Foundtain with Fresh Fruit,
Brownies and Rice Krispy Treats

Cost is only $19.95
per person.    (No
regular dinner
service is available
this evening.)

Be sure to make your
reservation by calling
989-892-5905 or

emailing
club@sbycmi.com.

Opportunity to Highlight YOU!
An exciting new feature called Meet the Member is
being added to the monthly Masthead publication!
Members can make a donation in exchange for a
feature article highlighting their business, family,
hobbies, volunteer work, boating accomplishments
and/or … the list goes on!

It is a great win-win-win situation for all of us!
 The Club:  The $150 donation goes to underwrite

the monthly costs of the Masthead, which includes
printing and mailing to those who don’t have email.

 The Member:  Gets to tell us about what is
important to them, while supporting the club at the
same time.

 The General Membership:  Gets to find out
more about the diverse, interesting and dynamic
members of  our club.

How does it work?  It is so easy!  Members are
interviewed, the article is written for them, and they
are able to review the article before publication to
make sure all key highlights are included.  If you are
interested in being featured in the Meet the Member
article, please contact Kraig or Editor Lynn Weaver.
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Andy Hart Fred FletcherCraig Murchison, Bill Fletcher & Don Weaver

Greg and Fred Becker

The famous Skeg jug!

Rick Meeth and Matt Kelly

Robert Chicky, Ron Petre and Charles Brown Anxiously awaiting dinner!

SkSkSkSkSkeg Night 2011eg Night 2011eg Night 2011eg Night 2011eg Night 2011
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Bill Fletcher, Greg Vozniak and Chris Weeks Ted Billy, Neil Oldenburg, John Michutka and
Steve Goodnow

Craig Murchison, Dale Humbert & Andrew Humbert

Commodore John Michutka Dave Stokes, Craig Taunt, Chris Weeks, Don Weaver
and Dave Radeka

Henry, David and Paul

SkSkSkSkSkeg Night 2011eg Night 2011eg Night 2011eg Night 2011eg Night 2011
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Dollar Rises at SBYC
~ PC Craig Murchison
Yes, it is true, the SBYC Raffle is one of  the few
places in the world where the value of the US dollar
is increasing!  This year for the same $50 price you
can by a chance at a free “A” dock or $1325 house
credit for a year!  A 10.5% increase in value over the
$1200 winning ticket last year.  WOW!  Life is good.
Imagine you and your guests being able to enjoy
Harry’s top of  the line offerings with no budget
worries.  WOW!

As always we only sell 100 tickets so your odds on
one ticket are 100/1 versus the lottery of ~ 1 trillion
to one.  Even better, buy two tickets and your odds
are only 50/1.  WOW!   In addition if you buy two
tickets, you will not have to listen to the sale pitch
when I see you at the Club.  WOW!

Because of our very limited ticket sales, you have to
act fast, especially if  you want your lucky numbers.
Every year some people are disappointed because
their special numbers are taken.  As SBYC veterans
know, even more important than your lucky numbers,
are Tom (Luck of  the Irish) Greenia’s lucky numbers.
If you want his numbers, you better call Ashley right
away and order them.  As always I promise not to sell
to Tom but he is likely to sneek into the office and
buy two tickets when I am not at the Club.

The raffle is an important part of the May Action
Auction which is always very helpful to the Club (you
don’t need to be in attendance to win the raffle).  Buy
early, buy often, don’t be shut out!

 

Contribute to the Bucket of Cheer!
We are going to be raffling a big bucket of  cheer.
Please help us fill up the bucket!  Bring in a bottle of
wine, spirits or beer … let’s fill the bucket with
snacks and all things that bring us cheer!

Last year the bucket
overflowed with beer,
wine, spirits, snacks,
foam can coolers, wine
bottle chillers and so
much more!  Join the fun
and let’s watch the bucket
overflow again!  It will be
raffled at the Action
Auction!

Be a Part of the Action Auction!
What is the Annual Action Auction?  A GREAT
annual event – this year on Friday, May 27th – where

you have fun, eat great food, participate
in competitive shopping
and help raise money to

preserve our club for years
to come!  You can be part of

making the event a success!

Donate an auction item or
service
This is easy … items can be

new and/or slightly used …
they can also be services.

Offer a boat trip, a fishing trip, share a hobby, cook a
gourmet dinner, teach a skill … you know what you
can do best! Here is some of the cool stuff that was
donated last year:
• Pair of matching his & hers Schwinn bikes
• A sunset boat ride with cocktails and snacks
• Detroit Tiger tickets
• Loons tickets
• Original artwork, paintings and prints
• Boat accessories
• Fashion and Fine Jewelry
• SBYC Gift Certificates
• Cigars
• Cookies and fudge
• Live plants, flowers and shrubs
• Beverage Coolers
• A variety of Gift Baskets filled with items such as

fragrances, chocolate, wine, snacks, bath & lotion
set and more!

Ask a business you patronize to donate an item
or service
This is even easier … you patronize your favorite
businesses all year round … why not ask for a donation?
It will give their business exposure to club members!

Get FREE tickets to the Action Auction
Just donate auction items/services valued at $250 or
more and get TWO free tickets! But wait! There’s
more! Donate $500 or more in goods or services and
receive FOUR free tickets!

Questions?  Call Lynn Weaver at 989-737-9117 or
Wanda Dziwura at 989-392-9717!

Don’t forget to Save the Date - Friday, May 27th!!!
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Share Your Adventures!
If you are interested in sharing your boating or other
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article
to The MASTHEAD!  Send your stories and/or
photos to Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@gmail.com.
If you have questions, call Lynn at 989-737-9117.

Air Conditioning Calculations!
~ Craig A. Taunt
Welcome all to the 2011 boating season, in just a few
weeks boats will be launching and headed to the club.
While the winter has been long for most of us, it has
for our club as well, we are going through some tough
times financially. One item we can do as boaters is to
not leave on the HEAT/AC units. Several good
reasons are Consumers Energy has raised our price
per Kilowatt hour. We are trying to cut down our
energy consumption and you can help by leaving the
AC off  when not there.

Another scenario is WHAT IF, the A/C unit has a
hose failure while you were not there, that is a
massive hole, most likely 1 inch, and that pumps your
bilge full of water and

WHAT if your batteries were low or dead, or your
bilge pump did not operate, your boat will sink .

The following is the formula  to calculate the cost to
leave the A/C on, each unit is about 1500 watts, for
two units that is 3000 watts or 3 KW, the pump is
about 500 watt for a total of  3.5 KW, run time per
day lets say is 16 hours, the Kilowatt hours metered
by the electric company 3.5 KW X 16 would be 56
Kilowatt hours per day at about $ 0.10 per Kilowatt
hour that would be $ 5.60 per day and $ 168.00 per
month, multiply that by 10 boats, that is an expense
we can do with out, when you are not there to be
comfortable. Please consider this request

Thank you

From Mastheads Past
Many thanks to PC Craig Murchison who selected
this following feature from the Spring 1994 SBYC
MASTHEAD. 

WHAT’S THE WEATHER JOHN?

Oh, John, Oh John, Tell us what you do hear,
What will summer be like this year?

Will it be rainy and wet, or sunny and dry?
Please give us your thoughts or best try.

We didn’t get to John in time for this note.
We’ve missed him and cannot provide you his
quote.

But thinking about this at some length great,
Did we make such a grave mistake?

What he tells us in spring tend to forget, do we,
And can’t remember his accuracy.

If we do recall and chance to remember,
His summer forecasts are better in September.

~ Written by PC Bob Smith about
   John McMurray (of course)

 

Find Us on Facebook!
You can find the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club on
Facebook!  Just look for “Saginaw Bay SBYC” and
ask to be our “friend!”

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
2313 Weadock Hwy
Essexville, MI 48732

(989) 892-5905
www.sbycmi.com
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Brent and Jack DeckerLeon and Arleen Dykhouse

Ginny and Rudy Jarvi Pam and Craig Murchison

Secretary Mark Lesperance Commodore John Michutka Vice Commodore Don Weaver

SBYC Annual Meeting 2011SBYC Annual Meeting 2011SBYC Annual Meeting 2011SBYC Annual Meeting 2011SBYC Annual Meeting 2011


