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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Jimmy Buffet Night
Saturday, August 27

Family Fun Day
Sunday, September 4

Labor Day Cookout
Sunday & Monday,
September 4 & 5

Liberty Harbor 
Rendezvous

September 23-25

August
Hours of Operation:

Wednesdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays: 
Bar: 0830 - 0100

Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Breakfast: 0800 - 1200

Bar: 0800 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

1200 - 1930

From the Helm
~ John Michutka, Commodore

It’s already the end of  July as I write this. It sure seems that the summer and 
the boating season have gone by extremely fast. But, we still have at least 

two more months of  good boating and the rest 
of  the year to enjoy the good times at Saginaw 
Bay Yacht Club.

The East Tawas SBYC Rendezvous was the 
weekend after the 4th of  July Celebration this year 
and seemed to be a good date, with very good 
weather and eighteen Club boats attending. Many 
of  us spent some quality dinghy time out at the 
point on two afternoons. We had 50-60 folks at 
the Saturday evening cocktail party that enjoyed 
some great culinary delights and an untold 
number of  jello shots! Some boats stayed at East 
Tawas after the Rendezvous, Chillin included, 

and others continued on vacation.

As I write this, Sue and I are enjoying our annual camping trip to Young 
State Park and next weekend we will spend watching the two granddaughters 
in Downers Grove. Between weddings, graduation parties, trips to the 
grandkids, we have not spent as much time at SBYC as we would like, but 
the time we have has been outstanding. 

We lost a long time member of  our Club last month to a tragic sailing 
accident during the Chicago to Mackinaw Race in a storm in Northern 
Lake Michigan. Mark Morley was a member of  SBYC for over twenty five 
years and the Morley family has a long history at our Club. In fact, Mark’s 
grandfather Burrows Morley was Commodore in 1976. Our prayers and 
thoughts are with Mark’s family.    

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community 
of individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of 
friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall 
and proud along the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.
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From the Rear Commodore
~ Neil Oldenburg, Rear Commodore

Despite the cold spring months we had, the weather 
has turned for the better for the boating enthusiasts. 

Several consecutive weekends 
with beautiful weather has 
increased the boating activity 
in all areas. The fishing report 
has been good, boat rides to 
the beach, and simple rides up 
river have been the norm for 
the last several weeks. 

The month of  July has 
brought us another great 
fireworks show, a great 

rendezvous to Tawas that included 19 boats, and 
a great ‘Magical Mystery Tour’ party that was well 
attended and a GREAT time. Those traveling by boat 
this month are experiencing great boating weather. 
There have been concerns at the docks however.  We 
have had several instances of  dock holders leaving 
their water valves on at the pedestal when not present 
at the boat. This has posed problems recently with 
numerous hoses that are connected to the pedestals 
rupturing, causing excessive water leaks and the 
potential for serious boat damage. 

We are asking all dock holders to turn their water 
supply to the boats off  if  not present. This is a 
standard safety practice that is recommended by all 
boat manufacturers. We have experienced this danger 
first-hand at the Club with ruptured hoses and lines 
breaking which causes problems and damage, in 
addition to excessive water usage. So please turn your 
water off  if  not present at the boat. 

As we begin a new month, I hope the great weather 
continues and everyone take advantage of  the 
resource and facility we have.   

Until the next time….

SBYC Heritage Fund Update
~ Douglas Bloodgood, Heritage Fund Chair

Remember that the club needs your help and 
contributions to the Heritage Fund to re-cover and 

repair the chairs for the 
Commodores’ Lounge 
and bar area.  Your Board 
of  Directors approved 
matching funds from the 
Heritage Fund up to $2,500 
for all individual donations.  
If  you haven’t already made 
a pledge, it’s not too late.  
Just let the office know 
of  your desired donation.  

Thanks to all who have already contributed, we are 
off  to a good start but need your help.  

 Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
Heritage Fund Financial Report

June 30, 2011

Beginning balance at 12/31/2010 $2,644.06
Contributions 
Member memorials   $  400.00
Dinghy Poker Run   $    50.00
Total Receipts    $  450.00
Disbursements
Buy A Brick campaign (cost of  bricks) $  158.00
Total Disbursements   $  158.00       
Ending Balance at 6/30/2011 $2,936.06  
    

New Marine Weather Site
~ Craig Murchison
Here is a new (to me) URL for near shore marine weather    
for anywhere on the Great Lakes.  
http://www.michiganwxsystem.com/marine/lakes/lh.html
I find it useful because it gives everything one needs in a 
single site (wind, waves, rain, sun, thunderstorms, etc.)  The 
wave height feature is particularly 
comforting.  It has 5 and 7 day 
forcasts in 3 and 6 hour increments.  
It is very location specific.  
For example:   Outer Saginaw Bay 
Sw Of  Alabaster To Port Austin  
Mi To Inner Saginaw Bay
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone!  July was a pretty good month.  We 
saw a lot of  private functions this month.  Thank 
you to the Worthingtons for your baby shower, the 

LaPortes for the luncheon 
celebration, Jean McCue for 
your family gathering, Jamie 
Kelly for bringing us your folks 
from Frankenmuth Mutual and 
Jay Crete for bringing us St. 
Joseph’s class reunion.  

For our Fourth of  July cookout 
on Sunday, July 3rd we saw 145 
people for our cookout.  Our 
Oldies Night (Magical Mystery 

Tour) realized 86 members and guests actually paying 
to dine with us with another 12 here for just cocktails 
and music.  Our evening with Jim Eastman on July 7, 
2011 was poorly attended with a lot of  our boaters 
away on vacation.  His talk on senior boating was 
informative and I have his book for sale in the main 
office for $15.00 each.  

There is a good situation that occurred where by I 
booked a high school reunion for August 6, 2011.  
Preliminarily the count was 70.  We are now up to 
156 where by they have rented a tent, table and chairs 
for some of  their overflow.  They will occupy the 
porch and main dining room.  For those of  you that 
wish to dine that evening will be serving dinner in the 
Commodores Lounge and bar areas only.

I have been remiss in thanking another member for 
a very generous gift and that is Tom and Kathy 
Greenia for donating the beautiful display cabinet 
in our foyer.  Tom’s business Greenia Woodworking 
constructed the whole thing to display our logo wear.  
Thanks also to Craig Taunt for providing the LED 
lights; they make our clothing pop in that beautiful 
cabinet.

We just recently had to replace an AC unit on 
our roof  that finally quit working.  Our Main 
Dining Room and restrooms inside are a lot more 
comfortable.  Chair donations are coming along real 
well but there is always room for more.  Thank you to 
all that have contributed thus far.

I had to share with you a sad situation I encountered 
this week while up north with my wife Janine.  We 
went to visit the Oscoda Yacht Club and were the 
only people in there.  There were only 6 boats in the 
harbor.  They have completely opened their club up 
to outside events so they can stay afloat.  

Finally on behalf  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club we 
would like to acknowledge the tragic passing of  Mr. 
Mark Morley by contributing to the Heritage Fund.  
Our condolences, thoughts and prayers go out to the 
entire Morley family.

Big Thank You!
PC Becker recently spent much time and effort giving 
special attention to the memory trees at the club.  He 
removed all the old gravel around five of  the trees 
and installed new mulch.  It looks great!  Check out 
the before and after photos below!

    ^
Before  

After  >



The Masthead      Page 4                           August 2011

Memories from Members 
Editor’s Note: While sitting in the Commodore’s 
Lounge, in the Dining Room, under the sunshine 
on the patio or floating on a friend’s boat … there 
are so many stories shared between club members.  
Here is a space to share those exciting, funny,    
and/or endearing stories with all your fellow 
members.  

Unusual North Channel Cruise
~ by Audrey Gladen
Reading the article written by Bob Smith in the last 
Masthead reminds me of  the first trip Carl and I 
made in our 37-foot Owens.  We found that it was 
underpowered and was susceptible to transmission 
problems before we reached the end of  the river 
channel when the starboard engine suddenly acted 
up.  Carl immediately shut it down, restarted it and 
found that the transmission was stuck in forward, no 
reverse.

Well, we still had two engines with no reverse on 
one of  them, but they would get us to the North 
Channel.  Therefore we continued our cruise 
knowing the starboard engine would have to be 
shut down when we docked.  It worked fine for the 
entire trip through the Channel until we were in 
the Missisaugi Straits on our way home when the 
“good” port engine quit with transmission problems.  
Now we had only one engine and that one stuck in 
forward.  We made it to Presque Isle radioing ahead 
for another boater to catch our lines to stop us when 
we made a dead stick landing at the dock.  (Excuse 
the aircraft term.)

Carl made a trip by car to Brennan’s for parts to 
repair one of  the engines and spent the rest of  the 
vacation repairing it so we could get home with 
memories of  a very memorable cruise. 

Jimmy Buffett
    Night
Saturday, August 27th 
Get ready for great food, fun and               
dancing when SBYC transforms into          
Margaritaville for the night!

Chef Harry will have a great cookout menu starting 
at 6:00 pm.

Minnow Races and Crab Races 
will take place starting at 
7:00 pm.  Will your minnow 
lead the pack?  Will the crab of your 
choice swagger across the finish line 
first?  Get ready to place your bets!

Don’t forget to buy your raffle ticket for one of 
several great Margaritaville-themed prizes!

From 8:00 pm to 12:00 midnight, plan to kick off 
those flip flops and dance, dance, dance as our D.J. 
spins your favorite music!  

Got friends?  Bring them!  Introduce them to the 
club during one of our best events!  

(Remember, there’s no cover charge for guests, 
and only $5 for everyone else!  What a bargain!!!)

Get out your tropical attire, favorite flip flops and 
have fun at the SBYC Jimmy Buffet Night!  

RSVP today by calling 989-892-5905               
or email club@sbycmi.com!
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From the Cruising Notebook of Craig and Pam Murchison:

We have returned to civilization (Marquette) after 3 days at Copper Harbor and 8 days on Isle Royale.  
Cruise has been great.  Lake Superior remains a mill pond but foggy.  We anchored out at Isle Royale six 
nights in three different anchorages, never saw another boat!  Hardly saw any campers.  The anchorages 
were spectacular.  We caught a bunch of lake trout and Sue Hilger caught a 3 pound whitefish.   Gourmet 
on boat continued.  The biggest fish was Wayne who caught himself in the thumb with a fish lure.  After 
a small operation with a Rudy Jarvi fillet knife and a box cutter, hook removed.  A gin gimlet put Wayne 
back in action.  Loons are the most common bird up here and they are everywhere with their beautiful song.  
They come quite close to the boat at anchor.   Didn’t see any moose or wolves.  Did some hiking.  Headnets 
got a lot of use.  See pictures below.

Craig & Pam
Wayne & Sue
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All About General Manager Kraig 
~ by Lynn Weaver

Ohhh … the places he has been and the people he 
has seen!  “I’m a pretty lucky guy,” says General 
Manager Kraig Kubik.  He was born and raised in 
Saginaw, Michigan, however, he has seen much during 
his career!  

After he graduated from Arthur Hill High School in 
1971, Kraig was actively recruited by the Universtity 
of  Nevada Las Vegas for their Hotel and Restaurant 
Management program.  “From my SAT scores, they 
told me that I was meant to be in the entertainment 
business,” explains Kraig.

After graduation, Kraig worked briefly as assistant 
manager of  Bay Valley.  Then the bright lights of  Las 
Vegas drew him back where he worked at the Dunes 
and Aladdin Hotels.  He added more management 
experience to his resume by working at the Americana 
Hotel in Fort Worth, Texas, then on to Palm Springs, 
California for stints with Canyon Hotel and LaQuinta 
Hotel and Resort.  At this time, Kraig was meeting 
celebrities and sports figures and gathering enough 
stories to fill a book!

“At La Quinta I had the opportunity to chat with 
Frank Capra one afternoon.  He had written parts of  
‘It’s a Wonderful Life,’ while residing in one of  the 
bungalows there,” said Kraig.  “The family owning 
La Quinta at the time would take us out at night with 
Arnold Palmer, his valet and Johnny Bench.  I have 
golfed a couple of  times with George Lopez (also 
attended a bachelor party with George), Alice Cooper 
and radio personality Rick Dees.  All were better 
golfers than I but I just happened to be in the right 
place at the right time to enjoy their company.”

In Palm Springs, Kraig slightly changed his focus 
and became the manager of  an audio visual business 
named Multi Media Unlimited.  The company did 
camera shooting, editing, sound, and lighting for 
conferences and corporate outings.  However, he was 
clearly still in the entertainment field, working with 
events such as The Bob Hope Classic, The Sinatra 
Golf  Tournament and the Skins Game Media Tent.  

“The Sinatra event usually brought the most 
celebrities,” said Kraig.  “At this event I worked with 
Hank Cataneo who once was the road manager for 
Mr. Sinatra.  Here I met Tom Dreeson (who MC’d 

the event), Andy Williams, 
George Jones, Tony 
Bennett and Mr. Sinatra.   
I once had Robert Stack 
eating my French fries 
from the Marriotts 
cafeteria because he didn’t 
like the food they were 
serving that evening.”    

At the Skins Game Kraig 
met Jack Nicklaus, Payne 
Stewart, Fred Couples,  
Greg Norman, and Lee 
Trevino.  “I even had Lee on my football boards and 
would meet up with him at the Citrus Course in La 
Quinta to get his picks,” Kraig reminisced.   

One project with Multi Media was an 8 city tour for 
IBM.  The tour took Kraig to the Kennedy Center 
and the Watergate Hotel in Washington, DC, The 
Hudson Theater in New York, The Aldolphis in 
Dallas, The Sheraton Toronto, and the Fairmont 
in San Francisco.  “During this tour I worked with 
guest speakers Lou Gerstner (then President of  
IBM), speed skaters Bonnie Blair and Dan Jansen, 
Jim McCann (1-800-flowers), Debbie Fields of  
Mrs. Fields cookies and a host of  other notorious 
personalities,” he said with a smile.  “We did our own 
corporate promotional video and had in our credits 
the Oak Ridge Boys, Christie Brinkley, Lou Ferrigno 
and Chris Berman commenting on Multi Media.”  

One might wonder how (and why) Kraig found his 
way back to the Great Lakes Bay Region.  “During the 
IBM tour, on the way to Toronto, I made a pit stop 
in Michigan to visit with my parents and by chance 
met up with a childhood neighbor girl named Janine 
Pool (Alcock),” he explains.  “A year later in May of  
1998, I was moving my life on the west coast back to 
Michigan to be with my now wife Janine and her two 
girls Jamie and Joan,” said Kraig.

Before coming to SBYC, Kraig worked locally in 
management positions at Horizons, Davenport Inn 
and Germania Club.  In late 2008, he was in Myrtle 
Beach looking for a new job when SBYC called him.  
“Once again, I was in the right place at the right time 
and I’m now your Manager,” explains Kraig.  He is 
very pleased to be at SBYC at this point in his life.  
Regarding his past, he says “my memories are golden; 
I wouldn’t trade them for anything!”  
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Tawas Rendezvous
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Tawas Rendezvous
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Magical Mystery Tour
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Magical Mystery Tour

 

We all live in a 
YELLOW 
SUBMARINE...
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Magical Mystery Tour

 


