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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Children’s Christmas 
Party

Sunday, December 11

Open For Dinner
Friday, 

December 30th
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm

It’s Thanksgiving morning as I write my last MASTHEAD article as 
Commodore at Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. Many Past Commodores have told 
me that the year of  being Commodore goes by faster than you will believe, and 

they were right.  2011 seems to have flown by faster 
than any year I recall. Thank you for allowing me the 
honor of  being your Commodore.

We certainly have many reasons to be thankful at 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. Although the Great Lakes 
Bay Region encountered some severe winds and 
weather in 2011, our Club has weathered the storm 
with only minor damage.  Larry, Kraig and 
many members made sure that the lines on 
all of  the dock holder’s boats were 
adjusted properly, even with 
winds approaching 70 mph.

Our Manager Kraig, Ashley, 
and Chef  Harry have 
continued to build 

an excellent team to maintain our grounds and 
buildings, provide outstanding service and the best 
of  meals. Plus, new this past season, our Sunday 
morning breakfasts were a huge success. Many 
thanks to Alice for a great job!

My year as Commodore has been a great experience, 
and was made that way by having a great manager 
and a dedicated Board of  Directors.  

Our 2011 Flag Officers and Board of  Directors were faced 
with many challenges and some tough decisions to ensure the 
well being of  Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. Many hours of  hard 
work, some rather long BOD meetings, E-mails and phone calls have 
helped to make 2011 a very good year for our Club. Planning for   
the continued success of  SBYC has been a big part of  our 2011 responsibilities 
and will continue in 2012. Our Board last year was great, and with the addition 
of  those elected last month, will continue that tradition.

I am very thankful for the support our membership has given to me and SBYC 
in 2011, especially my wonderful wife Sue. We are both very thankful to be 
members of  Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.   

               From the Helm
	 					~	John	Michutka,	Commodore
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Well here we are again looking down the barrel of  old 
man winter’s cannon, summer is just too short. 

I would like to discuss “Sustainability” and the 
club’s planning for the future members’ needs. The 
definition of  sustainability is the “capacity to endure” 
for our members and staff  this would include health 

and relationship maintenance 
as well as our commitment 
to the environment. 

Sustainability also includes 
our stewardship for the 
management of  the club’s 
resources, that would include 
natural gas, electrical energy 
and city water consumption. 
Reduction of  all resources 
used by SBYC should be a 
common goal shared by all 

members and supporting staff. 

Our sustainability effort must also include the club’s 
roof, lighting, windows, refrigeration, heating, cooling, 
ventilation, plumbing and exhaust systems to name 
a few.  All of  which has not been attended to from a 
long term planning perspective and is now in need of  
replacement or upgrades. 

SBYC members have the opportunity to make the 
decision to replace failed equipment on an emergency 
basis or have a well planned approach to the 
replacement or renovation of  the existing facility, its 
equipment and systems. 

We (Board of  Directors) would prefer a planned 
approach and will be providing the membership with 
our long and short term capital plan in January 2012  
Also we have developed a Sustainability policy for 
your review and comments as well. 

See you at the club. 

From the Manager’s Desk
~	Kraig	Kubik,	General	Manager

Long Range Planning
~	Mike	Bunting,	Director

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving!  
Business at the Club was a little slow with our 
dining on Friday and Saturday nights.  Fortunately 

our banquet business 
complimented our bottom 
line.   Thank you to Sue 
Birch and Kevin Church for 
bringing the Arnold Company 
here for their meeting and 
luncheon.  I would like to 
thank and recognize Jerry 
Somalski and Wayne Hilger 
for recommending our Club 
for the Saginaw Bay Yacht 

Racing Association here for their final soiree as an 
association.  Once again thanks to Pete Lehman for 
sponsoring the celebration of  life of  past member 
Jarv Clarke and the birthday celebration for Rosemary 
Pope. 

I also wanted to recognize and thank our Christmas 
decorating crew for another outstanding effort 
in beautifying our Club for all of  the Christmas 
functions we will be having here in December.  Every 
weekend but the actual weekend of  Christmas is 
booked.  There is one day that the Club will be open 
to our membership and that will be Friday December 
30, 2011.  As we are not doing a New Year’s Eve 
party this is a good excuse to come to the Club for 
dinner and as one member put it let the “amateurs” 
party on Saturday night.

See you at the Club
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SCOPE
This sustainability policy applies to all building 
cleaning processes, maintenance activities, landscaping 
practices, pest control, waste removal services, 
lighting and temperature control systems.  Company 
purchasing strategies, office practices, are addressed 
by this policy.

GOALS
•	 To reduce the impact our buildings have on the 

environment.
•	 To improve the comfort and health of  our club.
•	 To reduce our resource consumption.
•	 To promote sustainability to our membership 

base.

PROCEDURES AND STRATEGIES

Cleaning Processes: 
•	 Purchase Green Seal certified cleaning products 

whenever possible.
•	 Purchase concentrated cleaning solutions to 

reduce packaging waste.

Maintenance Activities:
•	 Purchase only low-VOC paints.
•	 Utilize entrance mats to reduce the amount of  

outside dirt.
•	 Perform proper preventative maintenance on 

building envelope, electrical and mechanical 
equipment.

Landscaping Practices:
•	 Do not use potable water for irrigation purposes.
•	 Select native or adapted plants and grasses in all 

future plantings.
•	 Reduce the amount of  turf  grass on site.

Pest Control:
•	 Utilize traps, frequent monitoring, and food 

source reduction as methods to reduce pests in 
and around the building.

•	 Use only least-toxic chemical pesticides when 
necessary and provide advanced notice to building 
occupants before application.

Waste Removal Services:
•	 Recycle all metal, plastic, cardboard, glass, and 

paper waste.
•	 Recycle all batteries and fluorescent lamps.
•	 Provide convenient recycling containers in and 

around the building and grounds.

Temperature and Lighting Control Systems:
•	 Use building automation system to set back space 

temperatures on nights and weekends.
•	 Use photocells for all outdoor lighting

Purchasing Strategies:
•	 Purchase paper products with recycled content 

whenever available.
•	 Purchase office supplies with minimal packaging.
•	 Purchase fluorescent lamps with low mercury 

content.

Office Practices:
•	 Whenever possible, print documents double-

sided.
•	 Email electronic or scanned copies of  documents, 

and only use fax machine as a last resort.
•	 Reuse the reverse side of  office paper to take 

notes and phone messages before recycling.
•	 Utilize dual switching to turn on only half  of  

the club’s lamps when unoccupied by members 
and work is being performed also make use of  
additional task lighting when necessary.

•	 Utilize occupancy sensors in private offices and 
restrooms to turn off  lights when vacant.

Equipment/System Sustainability Efforts:
•	 Always recommend the highest efficiency 

equipment available.
•	 Consider life-cycle costs when making 

recommendations to membership.
 

SBYC Sustainability Policy
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Christmas Decorating Party at SBYC ...

A Note from Doug Bloodgood ...
Flint Community Players will produce and perform ‘The 1940’s Radio Hour!   

I have the part of  Pops Bailey – a cantankerous old stage door keeper who makes book on horse racing mops the 
floor, and generally objects to everything that’s happening.   ~ Douglas

Show dates are Thursday, December 8, at 8PM;  Friday, December 9 & 16 at 8PM; Saturday, December 10 & 17 at 
2:30PM and at 8:00PM;  and Sunday, December 11 & 18 at 2:30PM.

All performances are at the Bea & Tom Nobles workshop and  performance hall located at 2462 Ballenger Highway 
(behind Kmart at Miller Road). Prices are $18.00 for Musicals and $15.00 for Plays.  $1.00 from each ticket goes 
to the Flint Cultural Center Restoration Fund.  Tickets available at the door.  You may purchase tickets at any time 
for any show of  the season through The Whiting Ticket Office - (810) 237-7333 or Order Tickets Online at www.
thewhiting.com.

For more information, those interested can check out the website for FCP  www.flintcommunityplayers.com


