
Hours of Operation:

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Skeg Night
Thursday, March 24

SBYC Annual Meeting
Friday, April 1

Spring Work Party &
Spring Wine Tasting

Saturday, April 16

Secretary’s Luncheon
Friday, April 22

Children’s Easter Egg
Hunt & Easter Brunch

Sunday, April 24

Friday, Feb. 4:

Bar : 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday, Feb. 12:

Bar : 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday, Feb. 18:

Bar : 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday, Feb. 26:

Bar : 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 – 2100

From the Helm
~ John Michutka, Commodore
This is my first MASTHEAD article as Commodore of
SBYC and I am honored and privileged to serve our
great Club during its 117th year. For me this is a very
humbling experience, one that I never even dreamed
of  while boating on the Saginaw River since the 1960s.

Thanks to PC Dave Cole and Mary Ann for the
wonderful job they did last year guiding our Club. As
with every Commodore before him, PC Cole was
faced with many challenges that he met head on and
helped our Club continue as the best in the Great
Lakes Bay region.

Again in 2011, we will be faced with many challenges. But I am confident that our
Flag Officers, Board of  Directors and Membership will continue to keep our
historic Club on course. We had our first Board of  Directors meeting of  2011 and
I came away from that meeting energized and enthusiastic about what 2011 at
SBYC will bring. The information and ideas exchanged were exciting and will
make for some positive changes for our Club.

We still have about seventy-five days before we see boats in the slips, but we can
still enjoy our Club as we are open for dinner one night per week throughout the
winter months. The first three nights have been busy and the service and meals
have been excellent. Make a reservation, come out and enjoy cocktails, dinner and
your SBYC friends. If  you have a special event (meeting, shower, birthday party,
anniversary party or other celebration) your Club can provide you with a great
place to have that event. Contact Manager Kraig or the office for details and
availability.

In closing I would like to give a special thanks to Craig and Pam Murchison for
their many years of  publishing The MASTHEAD. They have done a wonderful
job that has been much appreciated by all.

We have a new Editor-in Chief, new board member Lynn Weaver. Lynn has been
active at our Club as Committee Chairperson for the Action Auction in 2010 and
will be co-chairperson in 2011. Thanks to Craig and Pam for working with Lynn
to make the transition seamless.

Sue and I look forward to another fun filled year at Saginaw Bay Yacht Club in
2011.

FFFFFebrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary 2011y 2011y 2011y 2011y 2011
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From the House Committee
~ Don Weaver, Vice Commodore
Happy New Year!  On behalf  of  the House
Committee, I’d like to welcome you back to what will
surely be a great 2011 at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.
I’m excited to lead a talented group whose mission is to
ensure the quality of  food service and environment

expected by the Membership.

This year looks to be full of
challenges.  The current economic
situation has put a significant
strain on private social clubs,
however we’ve faired quite well.
Our long-term viability continues
to rest on the three D’s…Dues,
Docks, and Dining.  Increasing
Full/Dockholder and Social
Memberships and Club usage will

be important as we go forward.  Along the way, we will
need to make some difficult decisions in the areas of
hours of  operation, dues, etc.  Please provide your
input.  It’s important that everyone have a say in the
operation of  their Club.

In addition, please let us know if  you have any feedback
or improvement ideas for the bar, dining experience,
and Clubhouse in general, regardless of  how small or
insignificant you feel they may be.  It’s all of  the small
improvements added up that contribute to the
continued success and growth of  the SBYC.

One final note, please consider your Club when making
dining and banquet choices.  The Club is open one
evening each week on alternating Fridays/Saturdays
throughout the winter.  Please see the schedule in the
monthly mailings and Masthead.  In addition, the Club
may also be available for private engagements.  Thanks
to the Heritage Fund Committee, we have new audio/
video equipment that makes the Club a great facility for
private parties, business engagements, etc.  We look
forward to seeing you!

From the Rear Commodore
~ Neil Oldenburg, Rear Commodore

Greetings SBYC Comrades! I
sincerely hope the New Year is
treating all very well! As I write
this short note, I am looking
outside to sub-zero temperatures
wondering if  there will ever be
boating in my lifetime again. The
closest I have been to boating is
going to the storage barn and
tinkering on the boat and crossing
paths with other members. It sure

helps break up the winter months seeing and
reminiscing past memories.

Despite the frigid temperatures, the Yacht Club has
been very active with many social events and alternating
open evenings on the weekends. I encourage all to
make reservations and try some of  Chef  Harry’s
scrumptious specials through the winter, you won’t be
disappointed! In addition to the House activities the
newly elected Board of  Directors are forming
committees and going full speed ahead with their
respective assignments.

From the Dock Committee
~ Neil Oldenburg, Rear Commodore
Speaking for the Dock Committee on behalf  of  myself
and Mr. Ted Billy, we would like to introduce and thank
the following individuals for committing to help out
and work on this season’s team.

2011 Dock Committee
Greg Becker PC Dave Chamberlain
Jack Decker PC Scott Filer
Dennis Hadfield Wayne Hilger PC
Craig Taunt
Andy Hart (Past Dock Committee Chair)
Tom Greenia (Past Dock Committee Chair)
Ted Billy, Co-Chair
Neil Oldenburg, Co-Chair

Once again the committee is made up of  a diverse
group of  folks that have a thorough knowledge of  club
operations and experience, as well as a ‘geographical’
representation from both basins. Feel free to contact
any one of  these folks with issues that may arise
throughout the season.

So……….until the next time…. hope for high water!

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
2313 Weadock Hwy
Essexville, MI 48732

(989)892-5905
www.sbycmi.com
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik
Hello everyone, it is with great
excitement that I am able to
share with you all some of  the
things we have accomplished
so far this year and some plans
we have going forward.  So far
we have painted all of  the
white surfaces in the main
entrance, the Commodores
lounge, and bar areas.  We have
re-done the wine colored walls
in the Main Dining room.  In addition all of  the brick
work has been scrubbed and wood work throughout
has been cleaned with Murphy’s.

Thank you to Larry, Dan, Myles, Alice and Sarah for all
of  their hard work.  Harry has had his crew in as well
deep cleaning the kitchen grills, fryers and ovens.  Our
next set of  priorities are sprucing up the Club
restrooms as well as deep cleaning the blue chairs and
the carpet.  Harry and I will be planning menus for next
season and doing some major repairs on our BBQ grill
prior to next season’s cookouts.

During the last few months, we have unfortunately lost
several club members including Mrs. Mary Howland,
Mrs. Judy Eastman-Smith, Ms. Bev Maloney and Mrs.
Nancy Boutell.  I know I can speak for everyone here at
the Club and would like their families to know our
thoughts and prayers are with you all.  In addition, last
month your Board of  Directors moved to donate $50
to the Heritage Fund, in lieu of  flowers, as a gift in
memory of  that person.  All memorials will be
published in the Masthead.

I would like to remind every one that if  there are any
more changes or updates to be made to your personal
information for the roster, please have them in by no
later than February 15, 2011.

Please make your reservations on the evenings we are
open and remember to make your selections at the time
of  placing your reservations if  it is a featured item.

See you at the Club!

February Dinner Features
Friday, February 4
Mussels Vesuvio or Marinara   $19
Veal Marsala   $22

Saturday, February 12
Pistachio crusted Halibut   $18.95
Lamb Chop Vesuvio   $23

Friday, February 18
Rack Lamb   $28
Veal Picatta   $22
Seared Duck   $24

Saturday, February 26
Pan Seared Sea Scallops   $19
Prime Rib   $20.95

SBYC Heritage Fund Update
~ Douglas Bloodgood, Heritage Fund Chair
Hearty thanks go out to all
who contributed in so many
ways to make 2010 an active
year for the Heritage Fund.
Members and staff
contributed by making
memorial, buying Patio
Bricks, and conceiving of
and executing projects.

Financial reporting for the
year:

Beginning balance 1/1/10 $2,758.18

Donations and Bricks $1,850.00

Video projection project $1,964.12

Ending balance 12/31/10 $2,664.06

The committee is comprised of  Deb and Scott Filer,
and I who are eager to hear of  your suggestions for
fundraising and projects and are also committed to
improving the system of  acknowledging gifts to the
Heritage Fund.

Visit the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club on the web!

www.sbycmi.com
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New Marketing Opportunity for
YOU!
An exciting new feature called Meet the Member is being
added to the monthly Masthead publication!  Beginning
this month, members can make a donation in exchange
for a feature article highlighting their business, family,
hobbies, volunteer work, boating accomplishments
and/or … the list goes on!

It is a great win-win-win situation for all of  us!
 The Club:  The $150 donation goes to underwrite

the monthly costs of  the Masthead, which includes
printing and mailing to those who don’t have email.

 The Member:  Gets to tell us about what is
important to them, while supporting the club at the
same time.

 The General Membership:  Gets to find out more
about the diverse, interesting and dynamic members of
our club.

How does it work?  It is so easy!  Members are
interviewed, the article is written for them, and they are
able to review the article before publication to make
sure no key highlights are missed.  A special thanks to
club member Mark Yonan for volunteering to be
featured in the very first Meet the Member article … and
thanks for the donation, too, Mark!

If  you are interested in being featured in the Meet the
Member article, please contact Manager Kraig or Editor
Lynn Weaver.

Welcome New Members!
Welcome to the following new SBYC members
who are all Full Dock Holders!

Doug and Marilyn Maust from Pigeon, MI
40’ Sea Ray

Jim and Connie Anderson from Bay City, MI
52’ Sea Ray

Mike Ellis from Sanford, MI
60’ Sea Ray

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of  individuals with shared values and
common interests in an atmosphere of  friendship and mutual respect.  A family of  great people serving great
people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and
welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of  enjoyment and fun.

Giving Tree - Christmas 2010
~ Cheryl Becker
Once again this holiday season the members of
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club accepted the seasonal job as
Santa’s helpers to support our needy, youthful
neighbors.  Our Giving Tree this year was decorated to
capacity with your thoughtful donations of  coats,
mittens, scarves, and hats.

I was extremely proud and honored to represent SBYC
as Santa’s bag of  warm clothes was distributed to
several appreciative agencies across the Greater Bay
Region. The Women’s’ Shelter of  Midland, The CAN
Council of  Saginaw, the Good Samaritan Rescue
Mission of  Bay City, and some special school children
in Saginaw all shared equally in the distribution of  over
100 pieces of  warm clothing. Every agency was
overwhelmed and appreciative with the quantity and
quality of  our donations.

It is always gratifying to present our gifts directly to
those who service the needy directly.  Our contacts at
these agencies are always amazed that we ask nothing in
return for our generosity.  In the true spirit of  giving,
SBYC members choose to remain anonymous
benefactors content in the knowledge that we are doing
the right thing at the right time-Christmas. Once again,
THANK YOU!
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Meet the Member - MarMeet the Member - MarMeet the Member - MarMeet the Member - MarMeet the Member - Mark k k k k YYYYYonanonanonanonanonan
Let’s meet SBYC member Mark Yonan!  He is a family
man, former Marine, active runner, community leader,
and a business professional in the financial world.

about his family …
Mark and his wife Julie live in Flint, MI, and are the
proud parents of  three sons.  Jacob is 17, Joseph is 20
and TJ is 28 and newly married to Stacey.  Two dogs,
Tiger and Reagan, round out the family unit.

about being a Marine …
Mark has spent a total of  13 years as an active and
reserve Marine.  He is proud to be a veteran of
Operation Desert Storm and the Iraq War.  In fact, his
son TJ followed his footsteps by becoming a Marine
and fighting in Iraq a year after him – surviving being
wounded in the Battle for Fallujah.

about running …
An avid long distance runner, Mark has run 14
marathons to-date, including those in Boston and Pike’s
Peak in Colorado.  He is looking forward to running his
15th marathon this March in Rome, Italy.  He started
running when he joined the Marines in 1981, however,
long distance running became his passion in 2000.

about his community involvement …
The CRIM Fitness Foundation is one way Mark gives back
to his community.  On the board since 2000, Mark has
served as the board chair since 2003.  Besides managing
the famous CRIM road race, the foundation focuses on
cultivating fitness as a community and family value.

 “Our youth program serves over 10,000 kids in
Genesee County,” says Mark proudly.  “And our adult
training program (serving 1,400) literally takes
individuals right off  the couch and prepares them to
run in the CRIM in three months time.”  The
foundation advocates active living through promoting
local bike paths, and works with city planning folks to
implement bike lanes in the streets.

By the way, besides being on the SBYC board of
directors, Mark is also a long time Big Brothers/Big
Sisters volunteer and Treasurer of  the Bishop
International Airport Authority Board.  The community
is a better place because of  Mark’s volunteerism!

about his profession …
Helping people is very important to Mark who is a Vice
President at Merrill Lynch. For the past 20 years, he has
successfully helped individuals protect and grow their
money.

“My team utilizes
a unique risk
management
process that
has been very
successful in
navigating
through both
good, and
most recently,
very difficult
markets,”
explains Mark.
“The market
of 2008 did
tremendous
damage to investors, yet we find most advisors still
recommend the same discredited strategies.”  Mark is a
strong believer that the “buy and hold” strategies that
were effective in the bull market, are not so today.
“You have to actively manage your portfolio … you
need to manage for growth and risk management.”

Mark explains his investment process, including tactical
asset management, in detail to potential new clients
with no obligation, so feel free to contact him with your
questions, thoughts and needs.

about SBYC …
“The yacht club is my refuge, my escape … it is a great
place to be and only 50 minutes away from my home.”
Mark credits long time member John McMurray for
inviting him to join the SBYC.  “Our first experience was
at a Jimmy Buffet Party.  It was a wonderful experience,
such warm and friendly people.”  Mark took home an
application to join that night and never looked back!

Mark and Julie are sailors.  Their 33 foot Canadian
Sailcraft is aptly named SEMPER FIDELIS … which is
the Marine Corps motto in Latin.  It translates to
“Always Faithful.”
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2010 SBYC Christmas Party!2010 SBYC Christmas Party!2010 SBYC Christmas Party!2010 SBYC Christmas Party!2010 SBYC Christmas Party!

PC Dave Cole Brent & Jack Decker and Lorri Oldenburg Cheryl Becker

John & Sue Ellen Michutka Kathy Greenia, Steve & Diane Dicken and Cheryl Becker

Helen & Paul DrzyzgaSue & Mel Hunter
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Members enjoying the Christmas Party Terry & Ellen Robinson

Mike & Laura Bunting Arlene & Leon Dykhouse

John & Gladean Nichols Sandy & Grant Urband Darryl Parks & Julie Humbert
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GLCC School from the
Great Lakes Cruising Club
~ PC Craig Murchison
The Great Lakes Cruising Club is an organization of
over 2500 experienced boaters dedicated to
encouraging exploration of  the Great Lakes.  One of
the Club’s missions is education, most recently
enhanced by the initiation of  its online GLCCSchool’s
“Webinars” program.  (Webinar means seminar on the
web)   This program is open to GLCC members and
non-members alike.

I just took my first one on the subject of  cruising Lake
Superior and found it professionally done by a very
experience cruiser with great graphics and great
interactive software.   Webinars run between 60 and 90
minutes and cost $10-20.   Classes typically begin at
8:30 PM eastern time.  They are scheduled live on
various dates but if  you register for one and can’t make
it, you can access it over the following several weeks
through a link provided upon registration.

The first webinar was on cruising Lake Huron’s North
Channel and was given this past December.  The one I
took was “Introduction to Cruising Lake Superior”
given January 18.  The following topics are scheduled:

 Negotiating Great Lakes Locks – January 26
 Cruising Lake Superior’s South Shore  - February 2
 Happy Hooking – the Art of  Anchoring  -

February 5
 Wilderness Cruising Lake Superior’s Isle Royal  -

February  23
 Cruising Lake Superior Apostle Islands -  March 16

(Our family did this a number of  years ago by trailering
our 18’ runabout up to Bayfield, WS)

Additionally planned Webinars are:

 Cruising Georgian Bay’s 30,000 Island
 Cruising with Pets
 Preparing for Your First Great Lakes Cruise
 Introduction to Celestial navigation
 Cruising Northern Lake Michigan and Green Bay.

For more information on the above webinars, to
preview future planned webinars,  or to enroll in a class,
go to www.GLCCSchool.com.

Although they call it a school, THERE ARE NO
TESTS!

Openings Available on SBYC
Committees!
If  you are interested in becoming more involved in your
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, there are several committees
that you might be interested in joining!  Many
committees still have openings, including the social
committee, action auction committee, grounds
committee and more!

Contact Club Manager Kraig Kubik to find out more
about available opportunities.  It’s a great way to get
involved and make a difference in your club!

Mark Your Calendar!
Action Auction is May 27
That’s right … the date for Action Auction is set and
we are gearing up to plan the best auction yet!  Mark
your calendar and save Friday, May 27 to be at the
club where all the fun will be!  Co-Chairs Wanda
Dziwura and Lynn Weaver are filling up the committee
spots, so if  you want to be part of  this great group of
members, please contact us or Kraig Kubik.

Ideas?  Suggestions?
The MASTHEAD is published monthly for the benefit
of  the membership of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club in
order to provide an informative and entertaining
perspective of  the current, historical, and noteworthy
events of  the club.

Article suggestions are encouraged and welcomed.  If
you have any ideas, thoughts or requests, please feel free
to contact Editor Lynn Weaver at 989-737-9117 or
Lynn9117@gmail.com.

Share Your Adventures!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article
to The MASTHEAD!  Members would love to hear
about the hidden gems to be found here in Michigan, or
the wonders around the nation and world, or even those
all-time favorite spots we may have forgotten about!
Send your stories to Lynn Weaver at
Lynn9117@gmail.com.  If  you have questions, call
Lynn at 989-737-9117.


