
Hours of Operation:

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Skeg Night
Thursday, March 24

SBYC Annual Meeting
Friday, April 1

Spring Work Party &
Spring Wine Tasting

Saturday, April 16

Secretary’s Luncheon
Friday, April 22

Children’s Easter Egg
Hunt & Easter Brunch

Sunday, April 24
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Friday, March 25 &
Saturday, March 26:

Bar : 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Friday, March 18 &
Saturday, March 19:

Bar : 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday, March 12:
Bar : 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

    From the Helm
   ~ John Michutka, Commodore

This time of  year is normally tough for Michiganders, especially those of  us that
own boats. Mother Nature teases us with sunny mild days that make us long to be
on our boats and then comes back with single digit temperatures and a few inches

of  snow to remind us that it will still be awhile before we can
spend our first night on the boat for the 2011 season. Only
fifty-two days to launch and still some work to do on Chillin
before the big day.

It’s been great to see many new members, prospective
members and current members this winter on the nights the
Club has been open for dinner. If  you have not been out on a
Friday or Saturday night that we have been open, make a
reservation and come out and enjoy a cocktail and one of
Chef  Harry’s fine meals.

Our social calendar begins this month with Skeg Night on
Thursday the 24th. Skeg Night, or Skeg Club as it was referred to originally began as
a “do it yourself  shindig” of  male members who met “to fete and eat the opening
of  the new season.”  As Club history has it, many brought hammers and tools to
help redecorate the Club. The Skeg Night tradition has continued, minus the
redecorating. Skeg night has become more of  a night to celebrate and welcome the
new boating season. Men, come and celebrate this great tradition. The Skeg Club is
a “Ship without a helm: a crew without a pilot” as described in our SBYC history.
Come and pass the “Little Brown Jug” with your fellow members.

Please mark your calendars and attend the 117th Annual Meeting of  your Saginaw
Bay Yacht Club. This year’s meeting will be held on Friday April 1st. The official
notice and ballots will be in the mail this week, so please make a reservation when
you receive the notice. This year we will be voting on two by-law changes. First, an
adjustment to the annual meeting date. The by-law currently calls for the meeting to
be held the first Friday of  April. The only change being asked is that if  the meeting
falls on Good Friday, we can move the meeting back one week.

The second by-law adjustment clarifies how and what CPI is used to determine due
increases. Please read Treasurer Diane Dickens article in this month’s MASTHEAD
for further details.  Last, but certainly not least, we will be asking the membership
for a dues increase for 2011. The details for this are also in Treasurer Diane’s article.

Our Club is faced with some future maintenance and improvement challenges that
will require funding. Our Planning Committee has worked hard over the last years
to determine our Club’s short term and long term needs. And working hand in hand
with our Financial Committee, they have developed a plan to accomplish needed
improvements to our Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. I look forward to seeing you at the
Annual Meeting.

Commodore’s
Celebration Ball

Saturday, April 30
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House Committee
~ Don Weaver, Vice Commodore
Hello!  I’d like to start by inviting everyone to take
advantage of  our winter schedule.  If  you are looking
for the best dining experience in the area, look no

further than your Club.  Thanks
to Kraig and his Team, the
dining room is in the best shape
ever and Chef  Harry and his
Staff  continue to produce the
best dishes around.

Now, on to business...  In
keeping with our mission to
ensure the continued quality of
food service and environment,

and long-term viability, the House Committee has
made changes to our hours of  operation.  After much
discussion, we have decided to discontinue our lunch
service on Wednesdays and Thursdays during the
summer season.  Despite on-going cost-cutting efforts,
our operating costs have exceeded revenues during
these times due to limited usage; therefore it is not
economically feasible to continue.  The bar will
continue to remain open and full lunch service will be
provided on those days for reservations of  20 or more.

We have also decided to offer breakfast on Sundays
during the summer.  If  this proves successful, Saturday
could be added.  Note that we received a license to
serve adult beverages on Sunday morning.

Moving forward, our next order of  business will be to
review the menu for the upcoming season.  In order to
obtain feedback from you, a short survey has been
sent out with the recent mail.  Please take just a few
minutes to answer the questions and return the card.
Your responses will help identify potential new
appetizers, light offerings, and lunch/dinner choices.
Finally, please let us know if  you have any
improvement recommendations.  Thank you for your
input.  We look forward to seeing you at your Club!

From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager
Hello everyone, financially we have done well in
January and February with our limited hours of
operation.  In spite of  some poor weather many of
you have been to the Club to enjoy the usual warm
camaraderie, a libation and some dinner. Aside from
the normal a la carte business, we did encounter our
fair share of  banquets since the first of  the year.  One

of  the finest receptions we have
had here at the Club occurred in
February with the fifth year in
business celebration for Deb
Woody.  She owns Platinum
Title Service downtown Bay
City.  She and her husband Clark
hosted the event inviting Deb’s
clientele and business
acquaintances which included
some of  our members.  High

end hors d’ oeuvres were on the menu, and the buffet
tables were elegantly displayed.  Thank you again Clark
and Deb Woody for your continued support of  our
Club and hosting such a wonderful event.

We were recently visited by the Bay County Health
Department and I am proud to report that we had
absolutely “no violations.”  According to my records
the last time this was done was in March of  2002 after
being shut down for two months for the winter
season.  A job well done and a special thank you to
Harry, Alice, kitchen and wait staff  for your attention to
detail and cleanliness.  In my 30 years of  Management I
don’t recall ever having a “no violation” report.

Raffle tickets are in!  A well anticipated feature at the
Action Auction is our raffle.  Here is how it works.
The tickets go for $50 each.  The grand prize is $1,325
to be applied to either your dockage for the next
season if  you are a Dock Holder or if  you are a Social
Member toward food and beverage for one year
excluding taxes, gratuities and dues.  Tickets may be
obtained by stopping in, calling the office or being
here when Craig Murchison is here and selling them.
There are only 100 available so get yours soon.

Lastly we lost another member since my last article.
Mr. Richard “Dick” Socia passed away Thursday,
January 27, 2011.  A $50 donation will be made by the
Club to the Heritage Fund in his memory.
See you at the Club!

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
2313 Weadock Hwy
Essexville, MI 48732

(989) 892-5905
www.sbycmi.com
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At the April Annual Meeting the Board of  Directors
(BOD) will be seeking approval of  a dues increase,
effective May 1, 2011.  This will increase dues for full
membership to $80/month, and social/life
membership to $63/month.

The last dues increase was on Jan 1, 2006 when both
full and social rates increased by 4% based on Detroit
Area Consumer Price Index (CPI) as allowed under
the bylaws.  This increased full member dues from $68
to the current $71, and social member dues from $53
to the current $56.  Since this time the BOD has
chosen not to increase dues annually according to the
CPI increase due to the economic hardship in our area.

Although the BOD continues to champion cost
control, at this point an increase in membership dues
revenue is essential to enable responsible asset
maintenance, and ensure long term viability of  our
club.  The reasons are outlined below:

• Since 2007, SBYC Net Income has been a loss of
over $56,000.

• Since 2007, over $125,000 has been spent on
capital improvement such as kitchen
improvements, remodeling (including new
furniture) of  the Commodore’s Lounge, new patio
furniture, security system, and dock rebuilds.
Additional money has been spent to maintain our
facilities including new clubhouse windows, repairs
to the clubhouse roof and air conditioning, and
dock maintenance.

• Each year the cost of  depreciation is set aside in
our asset replacement accounts.  We all know that
an asset purchased today cannot be replaced 10
years down the road for the same value.    In 2010,
the BOD established that a 4 month cash reserve
be maintained, which prevents the spending of
much of  the dollars in these accounts.  All of  this
implies that we need to make a net profit each year
to allow us to replace assets as required.

• The current Capital Plan includes over $390,000
(about $56,000/year) of  spending over the next 7
years.  The Plan includes parking lot resurfacing,
clubhouse restroom remodeling (handicap
accessible), seawall rebuild, and clubhouse roof
and HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning) replacement.

Membership Dues Increase By-Law Amendment
If  the BOD had implemented allowable CPI increases
since 2006, current membership dues would be $80/
month for full members and $63/month for social
members.  In addition, these increases would have
resulted in an additional $45,000 of  Net Income.

Each member should receive their ballot plus a written
statement describing how the proposed change will
affect the current by-law at least 21 days in advance of
the April 1 Annual meeting.

If  you any questions, please contact any member of
the BOD.

Opportunity to Highlight YOU!
An exciting new feature called Meet the Member is
being added to the monthly Masthead
publication!  Members can make a donation in
exchange for a feature article highlighting their
business, family, hobbies, volunteer work,
boating accomplishments and/or … the list
goes on!

It is a great win-win-win situation for all of  us!
 The Club:  The $150 donation goes to

underwrite the monthly costs of the Masthead,
which includes printing and mailing to those
who don’t have email.

 The Member:  Gets to tell us about what is
important to them, while supporting the club at
the same time.

 The General Membership:  Gets to find
out more about the diverse, interesting and
dynamic members of  our club.

How does it work?  It is so easy!  Members are
interviewed, the article is written for them, and
they are able to review the article before
publication to make sure all key highlights are
included.  If  you are interested in being featured
in the Meet the Member article, please contact
Manager Kraig or Editor Lynn Weaver.
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March Dinner Features

Saturday, March 12
Scampi a la Vesuvio  $22.00
Chicken Cordon Bleu  $16.00
Prime Rib  $20.95
Lasagna  $16.00

Friday, March 18
Corned Beef  & Cabbage  $15.95
Seafood Crepe  $16.95

Saturday, March 19
Seafood Crepe  $16.95
Rib Eye  $20.95

Friday, March 25
Rainbow Trout  $17.95
Stuffed Pork Chop  $15.00

Saturday, March 26
Rainbow Trout  $17.95
Stuffed Pork Chop  $15.00

Don’t Miss the 117th

Annual Meeting of your

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club!

FFFFFrrrrridaidaidaidaidayyyyy,,,,,
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Watch your mailbox for
official notice and ballot.
RSVP at 989-892-5905
or club@sbycmi.com.

Visit the
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

on the web!

www.sbycmi.com

Four ETFs to Play Rise in Gasoline
Prices
~ PC Craig Murchison
Boating is expensive in so many ways but the cost of
fuel need not be one of them.  Here is an article
taken from the website “Seeking Alpha” which
points out potential ways of covering your fuel costs.

As global demand for crude oil continues to increase
to record levels and supply remains constricted, the
price of gasoline continues to inch upwards, passing
the $3 per gallon mark in October and giving support
to the United States Gasoline Fund (UGA), the
PowerShares DB Energy (DBE), the iShares Dow
Jones US Oil & Gas Ex-U.S. Index (IEO) and the
Vanguard Energy ETF (VDE).

• United States Gasoline (UGA), which is a pure
play on gasoline through futures contracts. One
thing to keep in mind with UGA is the effect that
contango and backwardation could have on
returns, which could cause the ETF to deviate
from the actual performance of gasoline.

• PowerShares DB Energy (DBE), which utilizes
futures contracts to gain access to the energy
sector as a whole. DBE allocates nearly 23.6% of
its assets to gasoline futures contracts.

• iShares Dow Jones US Oil & Gas Ex Index
(IEO), which is an equity play on the oil and gas
exploration industry and includes Occidental
Petroleum Corp (OXY), Apache Corporation
(APA) and Anadarko Petroleum Corp (APC) in
its top holdings.

• Vanguard Energy ETF (VDE) is a diversified
energy ETF play which boasts 161 holdings. Top
holdings include petroleum giants ExxonMobil
(XOM), Chevron (CVX) and ConocoPhillips
(COP), which are heavily involved in nearly
every aspect of gasoline production.

As mentioned in an earlier Masthead, I personally
prefer oil services ETF’s such as XES or IEZ.
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Skeg Night

Soup & Salad Bar
Choice of NY Strip Steak or Walleye

Cheddar Mashed Potatoes
Italian Green Beans

Bread Pudding with Rum Sauce
$17.95

$2.00 Domestic Beer,
Micro Beer & House Liquor

$2.50 Imported Beer
& Premium Liquor

Special “Skeg Night”
Entertainment

to follow dinner!

Please RSVP to
(989) 892-5905 or
club@sbycmi.com

The traditional First Gathering of Men
to toast the upcoming boating season!

Skeg Night is the traditional Men’s opening night of the boating season.
It is the oldest continuous party at SBYC dating from the 1920s.

Thursday, March 24
6:00 – Cocktails

7:00 – Dinner Served



 The Mas The Mas The Mas The Mas The Mastheadtheadtheadtheadthead                             Page 6                            Page 6                            Page 6                            Page 6                            Page 6                                 Mar                                Mar                                Mar                                Mar                                March 2011ch 2011ch 2011ch 2011ch 2011

Mark Your Calendar for the
Annual SBYC Action Auction!
Friday, May 27, 2011
Our club’s biggest fund raiser of  the year, the Action
Auction, will be Friday, May 27th.  This exciting event
features silent and live auctions, raffles, a fabulous
buffet dinner and much fun!

Annual Dock Raffle!
Be sure to get a ticket (only $50 each!) for the BIG
Dock Raffle!  Win free dockage for the 2012 Boating
Season, or if  you are a social member, win club credit
for food & beverage (a fabulous value of  $1,325)!  For
your convenience, the cost of  the ticket can be added
to your monthly bill at your request.

Bucket of  Cheer Raffle!
You can contribute to the Bucket of  Cheer and then
enter the raffle to win it!  Watch for more info about
the Annual Bucket of  Cheer!

How you can help!
We are in need of  donations both for the silent
auction and the live auction.  These donations can be
new and/or slightly used items, or they can also be
services.  For example: if  you are a fisherman, offer a
fishing trip for a group to accompany you on your
boat; if  you like to cook, offer a gourmet dinner; or if
you like to entertain, offer a cocktail and hors
d’oeuvres party; have a hobby, offer a class perhaps
including supplies; or whatever you would like to share
with other members.   These are great ways to socialize
with fellow members and get to know them better.

All donors will be recognized in next year’s roster.
Donations can be dropped off at the Club or call to
make pick-up arrangements.

Thank you in advance for your support and watch
your mailbox for more info coming about the Action
Auction!

CPR Training to be Offered
A CPR training will be held at the

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club on:
Saturday, April 9, 2011

12:00 to 3:00 pm
All club members are

welcome to participate.
The cost is $30 per person.

Please sign up
by April 1 by
contacting Kraig at
989-892-5905 or

manager@sbycmi.com

Our Mission
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
We are a unique community of  individuals with shared
values and common interests in an atmosphere of
friendship and mutual respect.  A family of  great people
serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As
we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along
the water and welcome all who would join us in the
pursuit of  enjoyment and fun.

Share Your Adventures!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article
to The MASTHEAD!  Members would love to hear
about the hidden gems to be found here in Michigan,
or the wonders around the nation and world, or even
those all-time favorite spots we may have forgotten
about!  Send your stories and/or photos to Lynn
Weaver at Lynn9117@gmail.com.  If  you have
questions, call Lynn at 989-737-9117.


