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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

SBYC Election Night
Friday, November 4

Christmas 
Decorating Party

Saturday, November 19

SBYC 
Christmas Party

Saturday, December 3

SBYC Children’s
Christmas Party

Sunday, December 11

November
Hours of Operation:

Fridays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturdays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

               From the Helm
	 					~	John	Michutka,	Commodore
Our great Club must be blessed, as last Wednesday’s storms brought 60+ miles 
per hour winds and we only had two docks that were damaged. It could have 
been much worse, as Bay Harbor had three sail boats knocked down while in their 
cradles. We had many docks underwater, but survived with very little damage.

Last Saturday was the fall work party and we had a 
hard working crew helping to get our Club cleaned 
up and ready for winter. Some hard working groups 
accomplished many scheduled projects. The “Stoners” 
group filled eroding areas along the seawalls and 
started adding stone to all seawall areas as needed. We 
will need to complete this project this spring, but got 
a lot done. The “Flower People” completed their list 
that included getting the flower beds ready for winter, 
removing plants, racking and cleaning. The “Graders” 
did a great job of  improving our dray storage area and 
expanding the number of  spots we will have available 
next season. The “Dockers” got the circulators placed, 
including 6 new units. Hopefully our dock repairs and 
adjustments will be minimal next spring. Many thanks 

to all that worked so hard to help improve and maintain our Club. A Special 
Thank You to Jerry and Wanda for all they did and providing equipment to make 
this day go so smooth.

We still have many events during the next two months, starting with Election 
Night next Friday November 4th. Please come out to vote and enjoy a great 
evening and wonderful meal at your Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.

Saturday November 19th is the Christmas Decorating Party. This is always a fun 
event and a great way to start the Christmas season. Come to the Club and help 
your fellow members get ready for the Holidays. It’s really enjoyable to watch the Club transform into a holiday 
showcase.

Make your reservations now for the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Christmas Party. This year our party is Saturday 
December 3rd. This is our last official “adult” party of  2011, so please don’t miss it. Great food, great friends and 
maybe a drink or two will make for a wonderful event.

Last but not least is the SBYC Children’s Christmas Party on Sunday December 11th. Always a great time for young 
and old alike, make your reservations early.

Once again this year SBYC will have a “Giving Tree.” Thanks to Cheryl Becker for starting this some years ago. 
Donations of  jackets, coats, gloves, boots and hats have keep many less fortunate children keep warm over the last 
winter’s because of  Cheryl and the generosity of  our Club’s membership. Please make a donation again this year.

Sue and I look forward to seeing you at the Club. 
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House Committee
~	Don	Weaver,	Vice	Commodore

As the 2011 season comes to a close, planning for 
2012 is just beginning.  We would greatly appreciate 
any creative ideas you may have which would enhance 

your overall experience.  
Just drop us a note with 
your input.  

There aren’t many 
opportunities left this 
year to enjoy Harry’s 
great entrees, so take full 
advantage of  the Friday 
/ Saturday dinner service 
and remaining events.  

Also, remember that your 
Club is the best choice for 
holiday banquets.  Hope 
to see you!

Dock Committee
~	Neil	Oldenburg,	Rear	Commodore

The temps have fallen and there has been a mass 
exodus of  boats from the Yacht Club basins. The 

weather has flip flopped 
back and forth from very 
nice to some extreme 
storms, which is typical for 
Michigan autumns. A harsh 
fall Nor’easter hit the club 
and bay shore on the 19th of  
the month. The winds were 
reported to be sustained at 
30 knots, gusting to over 50 
knots. The club experienced 
a ‘storm surge’ of  over 40 
inches of  water level rise 
which submerged many 

docks and caused some damage that will need to be 
addressed. 

On a better note, on Saturday the 22nd the annual 
fall clean up party took place and was well attended. 
A special thanks to those that came out and pitched 
in your time and efforts. Much work was completed 
again regarding flower bed clean up, ladder removal, 
circulator installation, and a massive excavation of  the 
dry dock storage area. The surplus piling inventory 
has been neatly arranged and pilings are now stored 
properly on bunks. Excavation took place in an 
effort to expand and tidy up the dry dock area to 
accommodate more dinghy’s. 

Not enough thanks can be said to Jerry & Wanda who 
once again brought equipment of  all kinds including 
trucks, trailers, bobcat front end loaders and many 
hand tools. Jerry spent hours excavating, leveling, and 
distributing newly delivered stone crete. Hats off  to 
Jerry once again!! 

The next event will be election night, Friday, 
November 4th, so come out and vote for your 
favorite candidates that will be the future direction 
of  the club. It truly is a talented and diverse slate 
of  candidates. Also, this might seem a little early, 
but before the next Masthead, we will be having the 
Christmas decorating party on November 19th. Come 
on out and help with the decorations and set the 
mood for the upcoming holiday season. Finally, don’t 
forget your dock applications, they are due and dock 
assignment will be the first Saturday in December. 
The boats may be gone and the basins are empty, but 
the fun and activity continues at the Club, so come 
out and enjoy!!

Something to Consider
In this plastic and electronic age, we have all come 
to enjoy the conveniences of  such things as drive 
up ATM’s, on-line banking and the convenient use 
of  credit (and debit) cards.  These are all services 
that we have come to appreciate.  Credit/Debit 
cards in particular afford us the ability to process 
transactions quickly and efficiently.  You can 
quickly transfer funds, order an item or pay a bill.

Like most things in this world, the convenience of  
Credit/Debit cards come with a cost.  In the case 
of  the Club, these costs come in the form of  fees 
charged for accepting a card as payment, for a meal 
or in paying your monthly billing. 

The Board of  Directors and the Finance 
Committee are simply asking you to consider using 
other means of  settling your club account.  Your 
Club annually incurs about $6,000 in fees from the 
use of  credit/debit cards.  

We certainly want to encourage you to use your 
Club, inviting guests to join in, and in promoting 
the events and atmosphere that make the club 
so great.  We only ask that you consider helping 
reduce our operating cost by using alternative 
forms of  payment for the benefit of  all, when you 
can.   

By the way, we are working with our bank to find 
alternative solutions that will make paying your 
account even easier.  Additional information will 
be coming your way soon.  Thank you!
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From the Manager’s Desk
~	Kraig	Kubik,	General	Manager

Hello everyone!  October was another good month 
for the Club, but the weather and disappearance of  
boats from our harbor have contributed to the decline 
in overall business in the Club.  Thank you to Michael 
Seward and Cathy Koebke for bringing the Bay Area 

Chambers new member 
luncheon, Pete Lehman for 
hosting a luncheon memorial 
for past member Art Nickless,  
and finally Rona VanAmburg 
for bringing us Dave’s 
retirement party.  

Our chili cook off  during the 
MSU game over Michigan saw 
only 6 entries.  The Petres’ 
took first place this year 

edging out the Hadfields’ by a narrow margin.  Our 
Meet the Nominees/ Oktoberfest event this year saw 
about 80 in attendance with 72 people taking part in 
some wonderful German cuisine prepared by Harry 
and his staff.  Thank you to all who participated.

The work party was an extremely successful endeavor 
once again this year.  On behalf  of  those that could 
not attend the work party I would like to personally 
thank Committee Chairs Bill Fletcher, RC Neil 
Oldenburg and Ted Billy for heading up this years 
efforts and to all the volunteers that came out to help 
keep our Club looking good and functioning properly.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
new members to our Club.  They are coming to us 
this season as Full Members with the intentions of  
becoming Full Dock Holders next year.  They are 
Dennis and Amy LaMee.  If  there is anything I can 
do for you please don’t hesitate to call the office.

See you at the Club

Electricity and Drowning
(this article was taken from Seaworthy magazine, October 
2011, written by Marc Nugent, Manitou Boatworks & 
Engineering, Traverse City Michigan)

In the past year, there have been at least five 
fatalities involving people swimming near boats 
that were leaking current in the water.  I (Marc 
Nugent) suspect there have been others that were 
classified a “drownings”.   In accident studies, 
as many as 26% of  boats in a marina are leaking 
some amount of  current into the surrounding 
water.  All of  these have been in fresh water and 
connected to shore power.  Because saltwater is 
more conductive than the human body, swimmers 
in saltwater are not susceptible to this sort of  
hazard. 

There is a new device that boat owners will 
start noticing on 2010 and newer boats that 
will eventually reduce these sorts of  untimely 
accidents: an Electrical Leakage Circuit Interrupter 
(ELCI).  The ELCI is now required by the 
American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC) electrical 
standards in all 120/240V AC electrical systems.  
The ELCI is a residual current device that detects 
equipment ground  fault leakage current and 
disconnects all ungrounded  120/240 current 
carrying conductors from the supply source.  If  
there is current leaking into the 12 volt system 
or water surrounding the boat, it will detect the 
missing current between those conductors.  If  the 
difference between the hot and neutral conductors 
is greater than 30 milliamps, it will trip the ELCI 
breaker.

Nb: C. Murchison.   Installing this device and 
have all the electrical equipment on your boat 
still work is not trivial as I learned when having 
one installed on The Shot Rock.  Anderson 
Marine is now knowledgeable and skilled in the 
installation of this new device and making it 
compatible with your boat’s electrical system.  
While very few people swim off their boats at 
SBYC due to water quality, swimming in the 
marina at Tawas and north is common.  You 
don’t want to be responsible for an electrocution. 

Special thanks to PC Craig Murchison 
for sharing the following article.

At the SBYC Bar:
Check out the 

new Cinnamon 
Appletini!
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Some Interesting Boating Facts
   ~ from the Port Huron Splash Feb. 2010

1. Only 27% of  boats owned are 19 feet or longer.

2. Personal water craft account for 2% of  all owned 
boats but account for 30% of  all boating accidents!

3. Safety instruction for renting personal watercraft 
is mandatory in 28 states but 84% of  PWC 
operators receive no boating instruction.

4. Most PWC operators who drown were not 
wearing PFDs even though PFDs are required to 
be worn.

5. 85%  of  all recreational boating accidents are 
attributable to operator error (excessive speed, 
inattention, failure to follow navigational rules 
and practices, alcohol, lack of  knowledge of  the 
boat or boating environment).  

6. Only 22% of  boaters have taken a boating safety 
class.

7. As of  June 2002, 39 states have adopted 
regulation mandating PFDs for children.

8. 22% boats are kept at a dock and 11% in a slip.

9. 73% boat on a freshwater lake or reservoir.

10. 61% of  boater’s primary activity is fishing, 
day cruising 50% swimming 25% and 25% 
waterskiing.  

11. Nearly 50% of  boaters own a type III vest and 
would wear it should an emergency arise. (ed.nb.  
Most likely they would not have time to put it on 
if  an emergency occurred!!) 

12. 62% of  boats with motors are trailered.

13. 46% of  boaters in a survey support a PFD 
requirement for children age 12 and under and  
29% for children under 6 and under.  (ed.nb. Poor 
decision by parents!)

14. A recent Coast Guard study estimates that boat 
operators with a blood alcohol level of  0.1% or 
higher are 10 times as likely to die in a boating 
related accident as operators with a 0% blood 
alcohol level!

15. Less than 20% of  recreational boat operators 
involved in fatal boating accidents had taken some 
type of  boating education course.

23-Foot Wave Sets Record at 
Lake Michigan’s South Buoy!!!
~ from the Grand Rapids Press 9/30/11

Holland — A 23 foot wave was record by the Lake 
Michigan mid-lake southern buoy today — the 
highest reading since readings began in 1981.

The buoy, about 50 west –southwest of  Holland, 
takes readings from March into November each year 
before being shut down for the winter.

The previous record was a 20.3 foot wave recorded 
November 1998.

The wave was recorded at 4 a.m. with a wind speed 
of  51 mph, gusting to over 60 mph!  

In southern Michigan, some nearshore waves topped 
17 feet.  The buoy off  Bridgman, near Warren Dunes 
State Park recorded a peak of  wave 17.6 feet. 

(Would you have had your life jacket on!!!)

(Artist’s rendition,  not actual Lake Michigan wave!)

This page featuring more 
fascinating and informative 

facts from our PC Craig 
Murchison! 
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Fall Work Party 2011
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From the SBYC Photo Album ...

Octoberfest 2011

MSU vs. U of M
(Go Greeeeen!)SpartyTini


