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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

MSU vs. U of M 
Tailgate Party and

Chili Cookoff
 Saturday, October 15

Octoberfest and
Meet the Nominees

October 21

Fall Work Party
Saturday, October 22

SBYC Election Night
Friday, November 4

OCTOBER
Hours of Operation:

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sunday:
Bar: 1200 - 1600
Lunch/Dinner: 

1200 - 1500

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of individuals with shared 
values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great people 
serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud 
along the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

From the Helm
~ John Michutka, Commodore

Will we ever see any “Indian Summer” in Michigan this year? Since Labor 
Day, the weather has not been the best for boating, but as we know in 

Michigan, it could always be worse.

Last month saw more great events at our 
Club. Family Fun Day was a big success for 
kids and adults alike. A special thanks to our 
maintenance manager Larry for arranging 
to have the Hampton Township Fire 
Department’s ladder truck available for all to 
get a different perspective of  our Club grounds 
and the surrounding area. Many thanks to 
Larry and the other two volunteer Firefighters 
for bringing the truck out and for all they do 
for our community.

For the second time this year we enjoyed a 
member sponsored event. The Fall Frolic 
Dinner/Dance was well attended and a lot of  
fun. Frank and Janet Whitley sponsored the 

event and the Spring Fling earlier this year and both were excellent. Thanks 
Frank and Janet for all you do for SBYC.

We did have some great weather for the SBYC Golf  Outing. With seven 
four-person teams playing, it was a great day. This year’s winners were 
the Dicken/Greenia Team, Congratulations! Cheryl and PC Greg Becker 
organized the outing and did a great job, thanks.

Although the boating season may be winding down, our Club still has a 
full calendar for the last months of  2011. Please mark your calendars for 
October. MSU/UM Tailgate and Chili Cook-off  on October 15th, the Fall 
Work Party on the 22nd and Oktoberfest/Meet the Nominees the evening of  
the 22nd.

We have a great slate of  nominees for the SBYC Board of  Directors for 
2012. Please attend the Election Night on November 4th. Or mail your ballots 
to the Club.
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From the Rear Commodore
~ Neil Oldenburg, Rear Commodore 

As the season draws to a close there is much to 
discuss from the summer and upcoming weeks. We 

have had a wonderful 
summer season (once 
summer finally arrived) 
and hopefully everyone 
had good summer and 
boating experiences. 
We have gained several 
new dock holders and 
developed new friendships 
and camaraderie. One 
of  the final events was 
the annual rendezvous 
to Liberty Marina on 
September 23rd - 25th that 
was attended by a few 

hearty boaters that braved some inclement weather 
on Friday, but experienced a wonderful Saturday that 
included another ‘gourmet’ dock side buffet that 
featured many tasty hors’ dourves and ‘docktails’. 

Coming up on Sat. Oct. 22nd is the fall work party 
and all hands on deck are needed. We will be doing 
the usual clean up and dock maintenance such as 
removing ladders and giving the docks and grounds 
a general looking over. Additionally, we will be trying 
to disperse all of  the surplus stones and black dirt 
from the dry dock area into needed areas, so bring 
your shovels! The plan will coincide with a renewing 
and addition of  several new dry dock spaces to try 
and accommodate the rush of  additional requests for 
dry dock spaces. There will be some grade work and 
additional stone crete brought in to create an area on 
the south side of  the existing area to facilitate more 
space. 

To come more in line with area storage rates, next 
year’s dry dock storage fees for a full member/dock 
holder will be $100.00. The rate for non dock holders 
will remain at $300.00. As stated in the dock rules, 
please comply with the request to have your name on 
your trailers in the dry storage areas.

Please note there have been some changes in the 
‘transient’ portion of  docking at the club. The ‘first 
night free’ portion has been removed for transient 
boaters. Fees have also been changed to reflect the 
following:

$10.00 daily for full SBYC members for boats under 
20 feet.

$30.00 daily for full SBYC members for boats over 20 
feet.

$40.00 daily for Social, Non-Resident SBYC members, 
and member-sponsored visiting, or reciprocating 
yachtsmen as approved by the General Manager and 
Dock Committee chairperson.

These changes are still in draft form but will go in 
effect for the 2012 season.  Dock applications will 
be sent out soon, and dock assignments will be made 
on the first Saturday in December. Please include 
with your application, your proof  of  insurance and 
electrical usage form.

With Fall/Winter rapidly approaching, a good way to 
keep in touch with your boating comrades is to utilize 
the club and socialize on site with friends throughout 
the off  season months. It’s a great place to meet and 
keep up with all the latest.

See you there!

Grounds Committee Report
~ Bill Fletcher, Grounds Committee Co-Chair 

Wow, It’s Fall.  It’s hard to believe that we’re planning on taking out this year’s 
spectacular flower display.  Pam Murchison did a great job again at planning this year’s 
plantings.  

This fall’s work party will be Saturday October 22nd, please sign up to help.  As usual, 
a great lunch will follow sponsored by the club.  Besides the usual cleanup task, the 
major project will be the expansion of  the Dry Storage Area.  Look for the flyer and I 
hope to see you there to get Our Club ready for that dreaded Old Man Winter.
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House Report
~ Don Weaver, Vice Commodore 

Hello everyone!  Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end.  In this 
case, breakfast.  We hope you enjoyed the breakfast service this year.  It was an 
overwhelming success and we anticipate keeping it in place next summer.  We have also 
concluded the Sunday cookouts for this year.  

When I say ALL good things must come to an end, I’m not referring to the excellent 
food, drink, and service that you can expect from your Club.  Though our hours of  
operation are reduced in October, there are still plenty of  opportunities to enjoy all 
your Club has to offer.  

Plan to attend an upcoming event such as Election Night or the MSU (vs. Michigan) 
Football Tailgate / Chili Cook-Off, or just stop in and socialize with friends.  Hope to 
see you!

Hello everyone!  September was a great month for 
the Club.  We saw many private functions this month 

which gives us the exposure 
in our community.   The 
number of  folks that 
live nearby that are here 
for events, for the first 
time, astonishingly claim 
they didn’t even know we 
were here.  Thank you to 
the Somalski family for 
bringing us your families 
christening.  Thank you 
to, Brad Spaulding, for 
bringing us your high 

school reunion, Joyce Johnson for hosting two 
showers here, Bob Smith for hosting Bay City 
Handy’s high school reunion, Laura Bunting for 
surprising Mike with a wonderful gathering, Fred and 
Mary Ann Meyer for hosting your sons birthday party, 
Steve and Laureen Lutenski for having your mom and 
dads (BT and Yvonne Topham’s) wedding anniversary 
party here and to Jim and Connie Anderson for 
hosting your daughter Courtney’s college graduation 
party.  And finally a big thanks to Frank and Janet 
Whitley for bringing us the Fall Frolic.   People are 
still saying how much fun they had here that evening.  
Incidentally, the Whitley’s have already booked the 
Spring Fling and Fall Frolic for next year.  Gosh!  It 

From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager seems like when we just get up a good head of  steam, 

fall sets in and we start to slow down for the season.  
This has been a great year for our Club!

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome two 
new members to our Club.  They are coming to us 
this season as Full Members with the intentions of  
becoming Full Dock Holders next year.  They are 
Steve & Laureen Lutenski and John Eric & Heather 
Swanson.  If  there is anything I can do for you please 
don’t hesitate to call the office.

We just completed having all of  the blue chairs 
recovered.  I wanted to thank all of  you that 
contributed to having this done.  The new chair color 
has added another dimension of  class to our Club!  
Weiler’s Upholstery, on Trumbell, did the work for us.  

Don’t forget the events coming in October.  The chili 
cook off  has been growing every year so bring your 
favorite chili to the Club for the MSU vs Michigan 
game on our big screen in the Main Dining room.  
Also our Octoberfest/Meet the Nominees party will 
be another opportunity to have Harry’s home made 
German cuisine and meet the individuals responsible 
for leading your Club in 2012.  I have already blocked 
dates for Christmas Parties for those that held their 
parties here last year.  The dates being held are based 
on when they were held last year.  If  you had a party 
here for Christmas last year please call the office to 
confirm that you will be with us again this year.

See you at the Club
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The Giving Tree
~ Cheryl Becker
Hello everyone, it is that time of  year again!  First I would like to 
thank all of  you that have contributed to our Giving Tree throughout 
the years.  Our efforts help those less fortunate to cloth their children 
when the snow begins to fall.  All of  the organizations that have 
benefited from our giving are very thankful.

Once again we are looking for hats, gloves, mittens, sweat pants, 
sweat shirts and coats.  Please remember these children need to be 
warm in their homes as well.  If  you don’t have the opportunity to 
go out and purchase articles of  clothing, I will be happy to shop 
for you.  Send a check to myself  or drop off  at the office and I will 
provide you with a receipt.  We will be accepting donations with the 
tree being up by October 7, 2011.  The tree will be up until Thursday 
December 8, 2011 to allow me time to get all the contributions to 
those that are so deserving.

Thank you all of  my friends for making so many children warm over 
the holidays.

Opportunity to Highlight YOU!
An exciting new feature called Meet the Member is 
being added to the monthly Masthead publication!  
Members can make a donation in exchange for a 
feature article highlighting their business, family, 
hobbies, volunteer work, boating accomplishments 
and/or … the list goes on!  

It is a great win-win-win situation for all of  us!  

ó The Club:  The $150 donation goes to underwrite 
the monthly costs of  the Masthead.

Meet the Member goes ON SALE ... for       
a SHORT TIME, a $75 Donation will get 
you a full page Meet the Member article!  
Call Today and reserve your spot!!!

ó The Member:  Gets tell us about what is 
important to them.

ó The General Membership:  Gets to find out 
more about the members of  our club.

If  you are interested in being featured in the Meet 
the Member article, please contact Manager Kraig or 
Editor Lynn Weaver.  

2012 SBYC BALLOT
Election Night is Friday, November 4, 2011
FLAG OFFICERS

COMMODORE
Don Weaver

VICE COMMODORE
Neil Oldenburg

REAR COMMODORE
Craig Taunt

TREASURER
Diane Dicken

SECRETARY
Mark Lesperance

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
VOTE FOR UP TO FIVE

Mike Bunting*  Bill Fletcher*

Steve Goodnow Joe Gilles

Troy Kraemer  Mike Holland

Pam Murchison Deb Woody

                    *Incumbent
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All About Kimmie
~ by Lynn Weaver
Five years ago, Kim Shillair came to SBYC for a two-month stint as a bartender.  Then she was convinced to stay on 
as a waitress.  Before long, “Kimmie” was charged with making sure everything in the dining room runs smoothly.   

As Dining Room Supervisor, Kimmie oversees the general operations of  the dining room, including training and 
scheduling the servers.  She is also the magic behind of  all the wonderful decorations for SBYC occasions such as 
Jimmy Buffet, Magical Mystery Tour night and all the holidays.

 “I like that I know everyone,” said Kimmie when asked what she liked best about working at SBYC.  “You need to 
be good at what you do, because you see the same people all the time.”  She also sees that the SBYC Facebook page 
stays up to date.

Kimmie has a strong creative streak as well.  “I always loved crafts.  I love to create, said explains.  After high 
school, she worked in a flower shop.  Kimmie plans to be a party planner in the future.  She already has planned 
and decorated many showers, graduation parties and weddings.  “I do the table set-up, games, centerpieces and 
decorating.”  Of  course, holiday decorating is her favorite.    

Need a holiday centerpiece?  Kimmie can create exactly what you want using either silk or real flowers.  She often 
creates specialty arrangements by request of  members and at a very reasonable cost.  Below you can see a sampling 
of  her work.  You can choose the colors, if  you want candles, and even battery-operated lights can be attractively 

incorporated into the greenery.  The arrangements range from the 
small $7 pine cone piece to the $20, $30, $40 and up, depending on 
size, candle and light options.

Her natural ability has lead to a new “decorating” service provided 
by SBYC.  With Kimmie’s skills, the club can oversee all the special 
decorating needs of  private parties for an additional fee.  Kimmie 
prides herself  on her ability to “bargain shop” and find the best 
deals for cost-effective decorating.  Of  course, that works best 
when she has at least a month advance notice to search of  the 
discount deals.  

Be sure to check with Kimmie or GM Kraig if  you want to take 
advantage of  the club’s decorating service for your private party.  
Or, if  you want centerpieces for your home, Kimmie would be 
happy to discuss the details with you and specially craft your 
custom holiday arrangement – whether it’s for Fall, Holiday, Bridal 
or Baby Shower.  
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SBYC Board of Director Nominee Bios
FLAG OFFICERS
Commodore
Don Weaver – (1990).  First Mate – Theresa.  
Children – Maya (14), Ayden (10).  Business Unit 
Manager, GM Flint Engine Operations.  SBYC Vice 
Commodore 2011.  SBYC Secretary 2009 and 2010.  
SBYC Director 2007-2008.  SBYC Social Committee 
Chairman 2008.  SBYC Social Committee 2006-
2007.  I am honored to accept the appointment to 
Commodore of  our Club.  In this role, I will lead 
improvements to ensure that we continue our positive 
momentum and remain viable for many years to 
come.

Vice Commodore
Neil Oldenburg  (2000)  Glorri Days.  Located 
on North/South, slip # 38. First Mate Lorri. I am 
employed at Dow® Chemical in Midland Michigan 
in Reliability/Maintenance for production facilities 
in the Michigan division since 1990. I have been an 
avid user of  the Great Lakes and Saginaw Bay for 
many years, enjoying the resource for fishing, hunting, 
swimming and pleasure boating. Our membership at 
the yacht club has enhanced our enjoyment of  the 
waters as well as introduced us to another diverse 
friendship circle. I am truly honored and humbled to 
be considered for nomination for Vice Commodore 
of  this historic organization. I have served on the 
Board of  Directors as well as chaired the Dock 
Committee. Serving on the board has truly heightened 
my awareness of  the commitment given by so many 
people and the ‘family atmosphere’ of  so many loyal 
members. I hope to gain and retain more of  these 
enjoyable people that share the common enjoyment 
of  boating. Gaining additional members has always 
been a key component of  this and past Board of  
Directors goals. Retaining current members and 
encouraging active participation should be a goal 
as well. Expanding on the timeless work of  the 
previous Club leadership that has accrued the staff  
and management that we currently have, as well as the 
preservation of  the grounds and docking facilities, 
will be paramount in the future success of  the club. 
This club has a deep solid foundation that I hope 
can be maintained and expanded with the support 
of  all the membership. In closing, thanks for the 
consideration and support of  many of  you thus far.

Rear Commodore
Craig Taunt (2003) Sea Tease.  I have been in boating 
since 1985, graduating to Great Lakes boating in 
1991, by taking a trip to Caseville with a friend in 
Augres. I was hooked that weekend for good. I 
bought a 30 foot Larson and could not wait to travel 
to Caseville and meet my friends over there. When 
we left there were small craft warning out and I did 
not know better, what a trip. That is when I signed up 
for Coast Guard Classes. I traveled Lake Huron and 
North Channel, most weekends SEA TEASE was 
not in port.  Moved on to Saginaw Bay Yacht Club in 
2005, and became active in my new port that I truly 
am proud of. I worked many maintenance projects 
since becoming a member.  Became a Board Member 
of  SBYC 2 years ago, and now I can say I am proud 
to serve you as Rear Commodore.

Treasurer
Diane Dicken (2001) Marie Nicole II.  Steve and 
I have been active boating members of  SBYC for 
the past 10 years.  We continue to enjoy use of  the 
Clubhouse, and attend numerous social events, 
but most importantly have formed new and lasting 
friendships here.  This past year I have served as your 
club Treasurer, and have also participated in Work 
Parties, served on the Social, House and Finance 
Committees, as well as being the spouse of  a Past 
Commodore.  I recently retired after almost 36 years 
in Finance at Dow Chemical, the past 10 years in 
Financial Reporting for Business Vice Presidents.  
Private clubs face difficult financial challenges in 
our current economic environment.  I believe my 
extensive experience will allow me to serve SBYC 
well, working with Club leadership and management, 
to plan and manage SBYC’s financial resources, as 
well as establish financial operating discipline to 
ensure that the short and long term goals of  our club 
are met.    
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SBYC Board of Director Nominee Bios
Secretary
Mark Lesperance (2004), Wishful Think’n, SS-
121, First mate- Hope.  I’m currently employed as 
the construction manager for Saginaw Habitat for 
Humanity.  I’m also employed at Delta College as an 
adjunct faculty instructor in the technical and business 
divisions.  I’ve been in boating all of  my life, where 
most of  it was spent right here, as my parents were 
dock-holders at the club for almost 40 years.  I’m 
proud to have served as the club’s Secretary this year.  
It’s allowed me to view it from an entirely different 
perspective.  For me, this position reaffirms that this 
is an organization where the membership and staff  
have a special relationship and where the members 
truly enjoy the atmosphere and camaraderie.  This 
position has also brought to light the significant 
challenges that need to be addressed by the Board 
of  Directors, Officers, and members.  My goal as 
Secretary for 2011 is to continue to be part of  a 
team that addresses these issues and to recognize 
that decisions need to be made for the long-term, 
sustainable, health of  the club.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Bunting (2005) One Two Many.  First Mate – 
Laura.

Bill Fletcher (1981) Full Member.  Finance, Credit 
and Lease Manager for Wieland Sales.  Being a 
member for 30 years, I’ve seen the ups and downs of  
the Club.  Knowing the history helps with steering the 
future.  I’ve been the Grounds Committee Co-Chair 
for my current term as a Director.  I’d like to continue 
for another term to work on making the Club a better 
place for the membership.

Steve Goodnow  (2006)  Bay Hawk.  Sales and 
Leasing Manager with Dirk Waltz Buick in Midland.  
I have enjoyed working on the Social Committee 
and Auction Committee in 2010.  The Club and it’s 
members are an integral part of  my social network.  I 
value my SBYC friends.  It is my duty and priviledge 
to give back, to do my part, with the support of  the 
membership, to promote the growth and success 
of  the Club by serving on the Board.  Specifically, I 
am interested in preserving the treasured, traditional 
activities that long time members have enjoyed.  At 
the same time, I recognize that some change is 
necessary to reflect the changing culture we are all a 
part of.  The bottom line is we need to keep it fun, 
keep the Club on sound financial footings, continue 
to maintain and upgrade our facilities, and continue 
to work hard to attract new members.  At the same 
time, it is important to take a moment to be thankful 
for all the hard work put forth by all those who have 
come before us here at SBYC.  It is our time to make 
sure we pass along a Club that is vibrant, sustainable, 
and remains an important part of  the Great Lakes 
Bay Region.  I am honored to be included in such a 
well qualified group of  nominees.  The future of  the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club is indeed bright.    
 
Joe “Tuna” Gilles (2002), Big Tuna, SN-84,  First 
Mate – Cindy. Retired supervisor from Consumers 
Energy. My goal in being a member of  the board is 
to facilitate open and honest communication between 
the board, members and management. In addition, I 
want to continue the family friendly atmosphere the 
club provides. Thank you for your support.  

Deb Woody – (2007 Social Member) – Spouse – 
Clark.  I am a local business owner – Platinum Title 
Service - since 2006.  I have been involved in boating 
since meeting my husband 22+yrs ago, everything 
from pleasure to racing to testing.   We have what 
I believe is the jewel of  Bay City’s waterfront.  The 
atmosphere, members, staff, menu, entertainment, 
etc. cannot be matched elsewhere.  My focus would 
be to promote and grow the membership.  With 
more revenue we can offer more to the club and the 
members.  Being a small business owner, I understand 
the importance of  a balance budget, competent 
accounting, and smart spending.  I would like to 
increase the dialogue with the members, the Board, 
and the staff.  The club belongs to all of  us and we 
need everyone to help insure its success  
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SBYC Board of Director Nominee Bios
Troy Kraemer (2006), Mississippi Queen, SS-48, First 
Mate – Janie Kraemer, Nurse at Detroit Children’s 
Hospital. I am the owner and agent of  a State Farm 
Insurance and Financial Services Agency in Algonac, 
MI. There, it is my job to manage people’s risks, 
protect them from the unexpected, and help them 
realize their dreams. That could mean insuring their 
life, insuring their business, or helping them with 
investing for their retirement. I do this because I have 
a genuine desire to help my people; my people being 
all of  the families and businesses that I serve. Well, 
the reason I’m writing this biography is for exactly the 
same reason; I genuinely wish to protect and serve 
the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club by protecting its heritage, 
financial wellbeing, and its future. This is our yacht 
club; our refuge; our little piece of  paradise. Every 
one of  you knows the relief  felt when driving through 
that gate and leaving our hectic lives behind to join 
our SBYC family for the weekend. At work, I provide 
peace of  mind; At SBYC, my mind is provided 
peace. It would be my honor to serve as a member 
of  the board, and ensure the SBYC experience we all 
cherish, will be here for us far into the future. On the 
board I would: 1) Work to encourage membership 
growth through participation in all marketing events 
and promotions; 2) Encourage participation of  these 
events from within our membership. Who better to 
sell our club than those that cherish it?; 3) Provide a 
voice of  the membership from an under represented 
perspective. 4) Ensure fair and balanced By-Laws for 
our membership. 5) Simply to serve our membership, 
and our yacht club, in any capacity needed to ensure 
its continued harmony and presence for all of  us 
to enjoy. Remember, you cannot put a price upon a 
peace of  mind; therefore you cannot put a price upon 
what our SBYC provides us all. Since there’s no price, 
I can’t buy it. BUT I can work for it, represent it, and 
preserve it! THAT my fellow members, is why I wish 
to be a member of  the board. Thank you for the 
opportunity.

Michael H. Holland, DPM (1994)  Two Feet Aweigh.  
First Mate – Kolene.  I was born in Oak Park, 
Michigan, a small suburb of  Detroit. My wife, Kolene, 
and I moved to Bay City in 1987 to start my private 
podiatric practice in Michigan.  I built my practice 
from one office in Harrison, Michigan to, eventually, 
5 offices throughout MidMichigan.  Now, heading 
towards retirement, I still have 2 offices: one in Bay 
City and one in Alma.  For the last 15 years I have 
been Vice President and Scientific Chairman for the 
Northeast Division of  the Michigan Podiatric Medical 
Association  As Scientific Chair , I direct 2 divisional 
meetings per year, attended by approximately 150 
people. 

Since 1994 I have been a full member of  SBYC 
and this year have made the move to dockholder of  
the club.  Since our move here, most of  you only 
know me as “Dylan’s (our Golden Retriever) Dad”; 
becoming a board member you will give me the 
opportunity to use my “gift of  gab” and my business 
sense to enhance SBYC’s longevity.

 

Pam Murchison (1993) The Shot Rock – NN10 – 
Captain PC Craig.  I am retired from 23 years of  
teaching chemistry at CMU and am currently a 
Resource Consultant at The Arc of  Midland.  My 
goal is to assure that members enjoy spending time 
at SBYC, on their boats and in the clubhouse, and 
that they look forward to returning here after cruising 
The Great Lakes.  I would plan to be accessible to 
members and to continue my interest in the grounds 
and my efforts with the flowers.

Club Sailors PC Craig Murchison and Douglas Bloodgood suggested the following quote to share with SBYC 
membership.  Please feel free to forward your suggestions to the Masthead Editor Lynn Weaver at lynn9117@gmail.com.  

Thanks for the input, Craig and Doug!!!

"Sailors, with their inherent sense of order, common sense 
and self-discipline, should really be running the world."
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Liberty Harbor Rendezvous 2011
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Liberty Harbor Rendezvous 2011
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