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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Easter Brunch and 
Kids Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, April 8

SBYC 
Annual Meeting
Friday, April 13

Spring Work Party & 
Spring Wine Tasting

Friday, April 21

Ladies Night Out 
Wednesday, April 25

Kentucky Derby Party 
Saturday, May 5

Mothers’ Day Brunch 
Sunday, May 13

April Hours:
Thursdays: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1600
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1600 
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Beginning April 15
Sundays: 

Bar: 1130 - 1700
Lunch: 1130 - 1600

               From the Helm
      ~ Don Weaver, Commodore

Hello everyone!

It’s good to see more and more activity at the Club.  For those who have been 
traveling or out of  town, welcome back.

I’d like to first thank all of  the members and 
guests who attended Skeg Night, the traditional 
first gathering of  men to toast the upcoming 
season.  I enjoyed presenting at this year’s event 
and hope that those who attended found it both 
informative and entertaining.

April marks the first full month of  regular 
activity at the Club.  In addition to extended 
bar and dining hours, there are events planned 
for nearly every weekend, including the Easter 
Brunch and Egg Hunt, Spring Wine Tasting, 
Spring Work Party, and Ladies’ Night Out.  
Also, the Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, April 13.  This should be a particularly 

exciting meeting as the Planning Committee will be revealing a proposal to 
significantly improve the Club and ensure its long-term sustainability.  When 
planning to attend an event or visit the Club for dinner, please remember 
to make reservations whenever possible as they facilitate planning to ensure 
exceptional food & service and enable cost control.

Again this month, I’m privileged to welcome a new member to SBYC.  Please 
extend a warm greeting to Dr. Robert and Megan Taylor.  They are full dock 
holders and will be bringing their boat to the Club this Spring.

See you at the Club!

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and 
common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  
A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud 
along the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.



The Masthead      Page 2                               April 2012

From the House Committee
~ Neil Oldenburg, Vice Commodore

From the Rear Commodore
By Craig Taunt, Rear Commodore

Greetings from the North, and today the North 
winds are in charge, what happened to Juneuary. 

One point I would 
like to make.  Please 
put on your calendar 
the “Commodores’ 
Celebration.”  This year 
we have plans for a BIG 
CELEBRATION.  The 
date is August 25th and 
will be held outside, 
weather permitting, a tent 
will be placed, along with 
music and dinner.  Plans 

are still in the works with the Social Committee, and 
we have a great committee.  

Last year we had a blast, along with paying tribute 
to the PAST COMMODORES.  This is their time 
to receive recognition for the dedication and history 
making to S.B.Y.C.  I will keep you informed as plans 
are finalized. See you at the club.

Greetings comrades! March has been another one 
for the record books. 80° temps were recorded in 
mid-March, and snow created hazardous driving 
conditions in late March.  On March 21st, one of  the 
high temperature recordings in Michigan was 88° in 

Rogers City, of  all places!  
Just nine days later, 
on Friday March 30th, 
sleet, freezing rain, and 
snow caused numerous 
accidents on the highway.  
Gotta love Michigan! 

March started with 
the annual Skeg night, 
which is the annual 
and traditional ‘official 
opening’ of  the Club. The 

men gathered for a very interesting and informative 
presentation on bourbon tasting and its history put 
on by Commodore Don Weaver.  Some great hot 
hors d’oeuvres created by Harry and his staff  were 
also enjoyed by the guys.  As usual, a great time was 
had by those in attendance. 

March also brings the club opening both nights 
on the weekends so be sure to come out and 
enjoy Harry’s awesome specials.  And of  course, 
reservations are always appreciated.  Coming from the 
House Committee, a new sandwich has been added to 
the menu.  It is a pulled pork sandwich with Harry’s 
smoked pulled pork.  I can’t wait to try it!  

Also, the dock holders will be seeing a new gate key.  
The system is being set up and all dock holders will be 
receiving an initial key free of  charge, and additional 
keys will carry a $10.00 deposit.  

April brings a flurry of  activity with the children’s 
Easter egg hunt, Easter Brunch, the Annual Meeting 
on the 13th, the Spring Work Party and the Spring 
Wine Tasting on the 21st and Ladies Night on 
Wednesday, April 25th.  Lots of  activity to participate 
in and enjoy.  Come on out and utilize your facility as 
the new Spring season comes upon us!

See ya there!

Spring Work Party
~ Bill Fletcher, Grounds Committee Co-Chair
It’s Spring, or is it Summer?  Wait a minute it’s 
snowing again.  Well no matter what it’s doing outside, 

it’s time to get ready for 
the Spring Work Party at 
the Club.  

The Spring Work 
Party will take place on 
Saturday April 21st at 
9:00 am.  Please sign up 
to help, as many hands 
make for light work.  As 
usual, a great lunch will 
follow sponsored by the 

club for the participants.  Besides the usual cleanup of  
flower beds, etc., we’ll be putting the final touches on 
the expansion and cleanup of  the dry storage area.  

Look for the flyer and come out to spend some time 
with your fellow club members to get the Club ready 
for another great boating season.
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How to Win A Lottery! 
~ PC Craig Murchison
OK, you didn’t win the MEGA MILLIONS!  No 
wonder, the odds on that are worse than finding a 
needle on a football field.  You’re playing the wrong 
game!  The right game is the annual drawing for 

$1,325 credit toward Myles’ 
great drinks and Harry’s great 
food at SBYC or a $1,325 
credit toward one of  the best 
mooring locations on the 
Saginaw River.   

Yes, you guessed it, we are 
talking about the annual SBYC 
Action Auction dock or dining 
raffle.  For those of  you new 

to the Club or living on Mars the past few years, each   
year we sell 100 tickets at $50 each for a dock or food/ 
drink credit of  $1,325, good for one year.  The odds 
of  100/1 are almost better than finding a seat at the 
SBYC bar on a Friday night!  Even better, buying two 
tickets reduces the odds to 50/1, virtually a sure thing.  

Unfortunately we are limited by the Board to 100 
tickets and some members the last few years have 
been shut out by not acting quickly in buying their 
tickets.  If  your lucky number is between 1 and 100 
you can pick that ticket if  you get in early, further 
improving your odds.  Another technique for 
improving your odds is to quiz Tom (Luck of  the 
Irish) Greenia on what he thinks is a good number 
and then buying that ticket right away before he does.  

So how do you get in the game?  Call Ashley or Kraig 
in the office and request your numbers or see PC 
Murchison at the Club.  The office route is a bit better 
because you won’t have to listen to PC Murchison’s 
sales pitch once again and he won’t have to track you 
down (which you know he will if  necessary).  Once 
again, those buying a ticket will be eligible for a FREE 
Power Squadron Vessel Safety Check!  (Don’t have a 
boat; we will check the air in your tires for free.)

All kidding aside, the raffle is an important part of  the 
May Action Auction which is very helpful to the Club. 
You can still win even if  by a quirk of  fate you are not 
able to attend the Auction when the Commodore’s 
wife, Lady Theresa, will draw the winning ticket.  Buy 
early, buy often, don’t be shut out!  Thank you once 
again for your generosity. 

Action Auction Coming Soon!
~ Lynn Weaver, Action Auction Chair
The Annual ACTION AUCTION is on Friday, May 
25th!  It is a night of  guaranteed fun, great food and 
fabulous competitive shopping!  And all proceeds 
go to preserve our club for years to come!

Donate an auction item or service

This is easy … items can be new and/or slightly 
used … they can also be services. Offer a boat trip, 
a fishing trip, share a hobby, cook a gourmet dinner, 
teach a skill … you know what you can do best! Or, 
put together a “gift basket” in your favorite theme! 

Ask a business you patronize to donate an item or 
service

This is even easier … you patronize your favorite 
businesses all year round … why not ask for a 
donation! It will give their business exposure to club 
members!

Get FREE tickets to the Action Auction

Just donate auction items/services valued at $250 
or more and get TWO free tickets! But wait! There’s 
more! Donate $500 or more in goods or services and 
receive FOUR free tickets!

Buy your Big Dock or Dine Raffle Tickets

Win a free dock in 2011 or a $1,325 club credit … 
only 100 tickets are sold and only $50 each! See Craig 
Murchison before they are all gone!

Contribute to the Bucket of  Cheer

We are going to be raffling a big bucket of  cheer. 
Bring in a bottle of  wine, spirits or beer … let’s fill 
the bucket with snacks and all things that bring us 
cheer!

Got questions?  Contact Lynn Weaver at 989-737-
9117 or Wanda Dziwura at 989-392-9717!
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Planning Committee Seeks Input 
on New Club Design 
~ Mike Bunting, Planning Committee Chair

Earlier in the year the Planning Committee 
communicated to the membership that we were 
elbow deep in developing a short and long term plan 
that directly deals with the sustainability issues that 

face our membership.

Throughout the winter 
we discussed the needs 
of  our facility, as you 
may remember issues 
such as the replacement 
of  our leaking roof, 
defective kitchen 
equipment, plumbing 
upgrades, lighting 
upgrades, dockage needs 
and the list goes on.

After a thorough review 
of  our facilities deficiencies we realized a holistic plan 
was required, starting with the design of  the club and 
how it meets the needs of  the club today and into the 
future. 

The thought process was, if  we are about to invest 
in the replacement of  several existing assets we 
are obligated to make the best long term decisions 
possible.

We questioned everything including the current 
design and usage of  our facility, we discovered 
the design as it stands today could be dramatically 
improved which would enhance the dining experience 
of  our guests and membership also the increased area 
of  the lounge would afford a less congested gathering 
area, both of  which should improve the activity of  
our club.

Before we are able to develop a budget for the 
required improvements we need to get a solid plan in 
place and one that the membership will support, this 
would be a step in that direction. 

Please look for the design rendering at the club 
and share your thoughts with the members of  the 
planning committee, board members or our General 
Manager, Kraig Kubik, we welcome your comments.

See you at the club.

Heritage Fund Committee
The Heritage Fund committee roster for 2012 
includes:
 Douglas Bloodgood, Chair
 Cheryl Becker, 
 PC Greg Becker

The SBYC Heritage Fund is a great way to pay tribute 
to someone who has everything!  Consider making 
a donation to the Heritage Fund in their name for a 
Birthday or Anniversary present.  Contributions to 
the Heritage Fund are used for the betterment of  the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.

 

Save the date, Saturday,   
May 19, for Flower Planting

First it is spring and then 
winter is back.  Surely by May 
19 the confusion will have 
ended.

We will start at 9 am.  If the 
weather cooperates, some 
preliminary work might start 
on the afternoon of Friday the 
18th.

Look for me wandering around.

Pam Murchison
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Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 8, 2012
12:00 noon – 3:00 pm

Full SBYC Salad Bar
Fresh Fruit Display with Chocolate Fountain

Cheese and Cracker Display
Smoked Salmon Display
Bacon and Sausage Links

Scrambled Eggs, Corned Beef Hash
Pancakes

Whipped Potatoes and Gravy
Vegetable Medley

Seafood Crepes
Spring Penne Pasta

Herbed Baked Chicken
Carved Ham

Carved Leg of Lamb
Assorted Cakes, Pies and Cookies

Adults - $19.95
Children 5-10 - $7.95

Under 5 – Complimentary

RSVP to 989-892-5905 
or club@sbycmi.com

Ladies Night
Mark Your Calendar!
~ Wanda Dziwura, Social Committee Chair

Hello, SBYC ladies!  As Social Committee Chair for 
2012, this is my personal invitation to an extra-special 
Ladies Night on Wednesday, April 25.  The Social 
Committee has been working hard putting an event 
together especially for the well-deserving female 
members of  our Club and their friends.

This night for ladies only includes massage, manicure, 
cosmetics, skin care, fitness, art and jewelry stations 
along with a tempting Spring menu that was created 
just for the event.  The evening also includes, of  
course, decadent desserts and signature cocktails!  
You won’t want to miss the special prizes and 
gifts.  But most important, don’t miss this special 
opportunity for relaxing, stimulating conversation and 
fellowship with the outstanding women of  the SBYC 
and friends. Non-members are more than welcome 
and we encourage you to invite your friends.   

Thank you to event leader, Cheryl Becker and the 
hard-working committee of  Deb Woody, Lynn 
Weaver, Ko Holland, Sue Birch, Beth Klippert, Kim 
Dodge, Julie Nelson and Connie Anderson.  Save 
the date – April 25, 2012 at 6 p.m.   Please call for 
reservations.  As they say – see you at the Club!

Safe Boating Course
Do you want to increase your 
boating skills and knowledge?  
Take the Safe Boating Course 
offered by the Saginaw Bay 
Power Squadron.   This is 
an easy, introductory course 
which everyone learns something and passes!   The 
certificate will get you a reduction on your insurance, 
and make you eligible for membership in the US 
Power Squadron.  In the Power Squadron you can 
take more advanced courses, get to know other 
boaters on the Saginaw Bay and have a good time all 
year ‘round talking boats, nautical subjects and the 
Great Lakes.   For more information, class dates and 
location call Jim Bartlett at 989-751-1332 or e-mail at 
jobjr57@aol.com.

 

mailto:club@sbycmi.com

