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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, August 25

Family Fun Day 
Sunday, September 2

Labor Day Holiday 
Cookout

Monday, September 3

Special Club Meeting
Re: Renovations

September 7

Golf Outing
Sunday, September 9

Whitley’s Fall Frolic
Saturday, September 15

               From the Helm
      ~ Don Weaver, Commodore

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Breakfast: 0830 - 1200 

Bar: 1200 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

1330 - 1930

Hello,

I hope everyone is enjoying the hot summer.  Those that rendezvoused in 
Tawas a short time ago certainly did as they were met with calm seas and 

sunny days.  A great time was had by all, even 
those who made the trip by land.

We are approximately mid-way through the 
season and many members are enjoying 
summer activities.  For those still in town, 
the Club has many events planned during 
the remainder of  the summer including 
the Commodores’ Celebration.  This 
annual, formal event held in August this 
year is intended to recognize all of  the Past 
Commodores and their efforts in leading our 
Club through its’ 118 years.  This is one of  
the many traditions at SBYC that makes this 
Club so great.  Look for your invitation in 
the mail and make your reservations.  Rear 

Commodore Craig Taunt and the Social Committee have a special evening 
planned.  I hope you will attend.

Just a reminder, we are still planning to present information on the 
renovation project proposal early in the fall.  Please mark Friday, September 
7, on your calendar and plan to attend this meeting.  The objective is to 
provide the background and details of  the project, and solicit input from the 
membership.

See you at the Club!

The Mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - 
we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone!  First I would like to extend a 
thank you to Chris Weeks for the party you threw 
for Rebecca on her __th birthday, to Gary and Lori 
Gwizdala for hosting your mom’s birthday.  Thanks to 
Dave and Beth Klippert for hosting Dave’s law firm 
retreat, Michelle Brennan for having your daughter 

Shae’s graduation, Mike 
and Laura Bunting for 
hosting the Celebration 
of  Life for Mike’s mother.  
Finally thank you to Jerry 
and Wanda Somalski for 
hosting the Celebration 
of  Life for Jerry’s brother 
Dan.  When Jerry and I 
sat down to organize this 
event we started with a 
range of  attendees from 
150 – 200.  The next day 
I received a call that I 

could expect or prepare for 200.  Jerry called from 
the service to say that “there are at least 600 people 
here, do the best you can.”  Well with the great and 
innovative staff  we have at the Club we fed 258 
guests in about an hour.  Harry’s quick reaction to our 
dilemma found himself  setting up another buffet in 
the Commodores’ Lounge to accommodate every one 

in an timely manner.   Jerry in all his thoughtfulness 
personally thanked everyone here for the wonderful 
job we had done and was quick to mention how 
proud he was of  all of  us.

The only Club event last month was our Jimmy 
Buffett night.  Attendance was approximately 120 
people.  The food was outstanding.  The fish tacos 
went over well, as did the shell fish soup and the 
pulled pork with some great tasting sauces.  The 
weather cooperated and people danced well into the 
night.

As a reminder here is the procedure for purchasing 
SBYC logo wear.  You still log into the member side 
of  our website with the user name SBYCMEMBER 
and the password clubmember.  From there you will 
click on the logo wear icon where you create a user 
name and password (for the Work Wear Store) then 
shop.  Be sure to write down your name and password 
for future shopping.  Upon check out you will have 
to enter your name and when it asks for PO# you 
will enter your member # to complete the order and 
provide security for the Club.  Billing will occur on 
your statement.  I will pick up your items at the Work 
Wear Store and let you know when the items are at 
the Club. 

See you at the Club

From the Heritage Fund Committee
~ Douglas Bloodgood, Chair Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

Heritage Fund Financial Report
Six months ended 

June 30, 2012

Beginning balance at 12/31/2011  $ 3,226.40
   
Contributions

Member memorials   $1,675.00
    

Total Receipts    $ 1,675.00

Disbursements    $       0.00

Total Disbursements   $       0.00       

Ending Balance at 6/30/2012  $ 4,951.40

The Heritage Fund Committee formally submits its 
six-month financial report.

The fund extends its gratitude for all the generous 
donations received.

The Heritage Fund Committee is always pleased to 
receive donations to the Fund, but also very interested 
in hearing from members about their ideas for the 
use of  this Fund.  In accordance with the established 
procedures, any proposal for use of  the Fund’s funds, 
must be submitted to the Board of  Directors for their 
approval.  

Finally, I thank Cheryl and Greg Becker for agreeing 
to serve on the committee and for taking an active 
part in it.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article is reprinted from 
MLive.com and features club member and SBYC board 
of director member Ted Billy.

Boating safety expert offers 
safety and survival tips for an 
emergency on the water
SAGINAW, MI — Boaters stranded in the Saginaw 
Bay after their boat capsized Monday night had to 
make some tough decisions to stay alive.  

While two children stayed on the capsized boat with 
an adult, another adult took a life jacket and tried to 
swim for help.  

Though the swimmer never reached the nearby boat 
he was swimming for, everyone involved were rescued 
safely. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Public Education Officer 
Ted Billy said the group did a lot of  things right while 
stranded on the water and said a little preparation can 
go a long way in an emergency situation.

He also offered some survival tips for boaters who 
find themselves in an emergency situation. 

Having the proper size life jackets on board for 
everyone on the boat is an important safety tips, Billy 
said, and they should be stored in a spot that is easily 
accessible for everyone.

He suggested writing the name of  the person the 
life jacket is sized for in permanent ink, noting that a 
child cannot wear an adult life jacket because it could 
slip off, Billy said. Children under 6 years old must be 
wearing a properly sized life jacket at all times in an 
open boat, he said.

The boaters during Monday’s emergency had some 
life jackets, but they did not know how to manually 
inflate one of  the devices that malfunctioned. Rescue 
workers later showed them how to inflate the device. 

Becoming familiar with how safety equipment works 
is another important safety tip, Billy said.

Boaters should check the weather before going out 
and Billy suggested getting a phone application 
to check conditions when out on the water.

Boaters should stay with the boat if  possible and 
wait for help, Billy said, adding it was smart of  the 
stranded boaters were smart to have the children stay 

on top of  the capsized boat and out of  the water 
because they don’t have as much body fat to stay 
warm.

Leaving the boat to swim for help is a tough call to 
make in an emergency situation, Billy said.

The dangerous thing about swimming, Billy said, is 
that people often underestimate distances while on 
the water. Waves and currents can add trouble for a 
swimmer trying to make it to shore and hypothermia 
can set in even in warmer water, he said.

“Hypothermia setting in can be a kind of  subtle 
thing,” Billy said, noting someone who is stranded 
must choose between swimming for help and 
conserving body heat by remaining still.

Another reason to stay with the boat is to give 
rescuers a larger target to spot.

“At night, even with a Coast Guard helicopter with 
thermal imagining, they’re looking for a target the size 
of  your head (if  swimming),” Billy said. “If  it’s rough 
out there, you’re even harder to see. It’s like looking 
for a needle in a haystack.”

Carrying flares is required in federal waters, he said, 
and they can come in handy for signaling a passing 
boat or a rescue helicopter in the dark. Billy said he 
keeps a strobe light device attached to his personal 
life jacket that can act as a beacon for hours in case of  
an emergency.

“Some jackets have reflective material on the collar,” 
he said. “You want to make yourself  the biggest most 
visible target you can.”

If  the boat completely sank and boaters were in 
the water with only life jackets to stay afloat, Billy 
suggested hooking the life jackets together to prevent 
people in the group from drifting apart. Staying in the 
fetal position close to each other in the water can help 
conserve body heat, Billy said.

If  land is nearby, it is probably a good idea to swim 
toward it, he said, however noting every situation is 
different and should be judged accordingly.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary offers free vessel 
exams that can help boaters prepare for trouble on 
the water that can happen fast and leave little time to 
respond.

~ To be continued on Page 4 ~
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“A boat can go down in two minutes,” Billy said. “We 
check to make sure all the safety equipment is there 
and functioning and readily available.”

Much of  boating safety is common sense, Billy said, 
like telling a friend where you plan to boat and when 
you will be back home. If  you don’t return shortly 
after the scheduled time, the friend can send rescue 
crews to the correct area to begin searching.

Billy teaches boaters safety courses and is a qualified 
crew person for search and rescue operations. He 
has spent about 12 years with the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary and has been boating for about 45 years.

Though not required in Michigan, he recommends 
taking a boaters safety course to be safe on the water. 
The U.S. Coast Guard offers courses in the spring, 
Billy said, and anyone interested can email him at 
theodorebilly@sbcglobal.net to receive information 
about the next available course. 

~ Continued from Page 3 ~ FREE Promo Codes for Boating 
Phone App
Jay Helms, the owner and CEO of  Big Tuna Apps, is 
offering free promotion codes to try out their new 
boat application for your phone.  
They recently launched their Float Plan app for the 
iPhone/iPad and are interested in finding ways they 
can better promote their app and encourage boating 
safety with the Coast Guard Auxiliary.   
The codes are below.  Consider trying out the app as 
well as providing some feedback to Big Tuna Apps. 
Promo Code 1: LYTWHW33NHMH
Promo Code 2:  AY3EJH6X6AT7

Your ideas
 

 are n
eeded!

As you may know, new renovations 
for SBYC are under discussion.  We are 
exploring ways to raise the necessary 
funds and we need everyone’s input!  
(We’ve explored funding sources such as 
governmental grants and Dow Chemical 
without success.)

We have a special meeting on September 
7 to discuss the renovations, but we want 
to collect different funding ideas before 
then!  

What are your ideas?  Bonds?  Donations?  
Fundraisers?   Please write them down and 
forward to the club!  The more ideas the 
better!

 SAVE 
The DATE !

Friday, 
September 7
Club Meeting 
Re: Major Renovations

Be There!
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You are cordially invited to attend the

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

Commodores’ Celebration
Saturday, August 25th, 2012

6:00 p.m. Cocktails & Hors D’oeuvres
7:00 p.m. Program & Dinner

9:00 Music & Dancing to The Pool Boys Band

MENU

Salad of mixed greens with red onion, dried cherries, Bleu cheese 
crumbles, candied walnuts and SBYC cherry vinaigrette

 Entrée for the evening is a Tenderloin POG style 
(Parsley, Olive Oil, Garlic and Mushrooms) along with 

Lobster Stuffed Flounder with a Lobster Supreme Sauce 
 

Accompanying the entrée will be herb roasted 
red skin potatoes and spaghetti squash

Dessert will be Crème Brulee

$30.00 per person

*For those that cannot have the surf and turf offering, you may opt for just a filet or 
two pieces of the stuffed flounder.  Please specify when making your reservation.

Your RSVP is requested by August 20, 2012 by calling the
Club at (989) 892-5905 or electronically at club@sbycmi.com
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Tawas Rendezvous 2012
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Tawas Rendezvous 2012
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Tawas Rendezvous 2012
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Tawas Rendezvous 2012
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Tawas Rendezvous 2012
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Tawas Rendezvous 2012
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Jimmy Buffett Night 2012
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Jimmy Buffett Night 2012
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Jimmy Buffett Night 2012


	_GoBack

