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Winter Hours 
of Operation:

Friday
February 3: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday
February 11: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday
February 17: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday
February 25: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday
March 2: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday
March 10: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday
March 16: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

               From the Helm
      ~ Don Weaver, Commodore

Happy February everyone!

It feels good to get started.  Financially, 2011 was a very successful year and 
indicates that we continue to head in the right direction as other private clubs 

in local and surrounding areas struggle in a 
difficult economy.

At the time of  this writing, the first meeting 
of  the 2012 Board of  Directors has adjourned.  
One of  the primary topics of  discussion 
was, as anticipated, the multi-year capital 
plan.  Several ideas for improvements to the 
Clubhouse were shared, and the Planning 
Committee is now off  putting the vision to 
paper for everyone’s review and input.  We also 
approved the membership application of  Gary 
and Christine Reinhardt.  They are joining our 
Club as full dock holders.  I’d like to personally 
extend a warm welcome to our new friends.  

If  you see them at the Club, please introduce yourself  and help them get 
acquainted.

On a sad note, we learned that our Secretary, Mark Lesperance, will be 
resigning his position as he and his wife, Hope, are relocating to Grand 
Rapids in pursuit of  new career opportunities.  Mark and Hope were full 
dock holders for many years and cruised the Saginaw Bay and beyond aboard 
Wishful Thinkin’.  Since they have relatives remaining in the area, we hope 
they will visit often.  Thank you for your dedicated service.  You will be 
missed.

Until next month…

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - 
we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.



The Masthead      Page 2                       February 2012

From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Greetings SBYC Comrades! I sincerely hope the New 
Year is treating all very well! As I write this short 
note, I am looking outside to sub-zero temperatures 
wondering if  there will ever be boating in my lifetime 

again. The closest I have 
been to boating is going 
to the storage barn and 
tinkering on the boat and 
crossing paths with other 
members. It sure helps 
break up the winter months 
seeing and reminiscing past 
memories. Despite the frigid 
temperatures, the Yacht 
Club has been very active 
with many social events and 
alternating open evenings on 

the weekends. I encourage all to make reservations 
and try some of  Chef  Harry’s scrumptious specials 
through the winter, you won’t be disappointed! In 
addition to the House activities the newly elected 
Board of  Directors are forming committees 
and going full speed ahead with their respective 
assignments. Speaking for the House Committee, 
I would like to introduce and thank the following 
individuals for committing to help out and work on 
this season’s team.

2012 House Committee

Chairperson: Vice Commodore Neil Oldenburg
Members:
Club Manager Kraig Kubik
Commodore Don and Theresa Weaver
Vice Commodore Neil and Lorri Oldenburg
Rear Commodore Craig Taunt
Tom and Julie Tabor
Scott and Deb Filer
Dale and Julie Humbert
Gary and Lori Gwizdala

Once again the committee is made up of  a diverse 
group of  innovative thinking folks. Feel free to 
contact any one of  these folks or myself  with any 
questions, comments or complaints that may arise 
throughout the season.

So……….until the next time…. hope for high water!

From the House Committee
~ Neil Oldenburg, Vice Commodore

February 
Drink Special
Visit the SBYC bar 
during February 
for a specially made 
“Valen Tini” from 
Myles or Sarah.  

Hello everyone, we have had some wonderful 
evenings here at the Club on our opened evenings 
of  dinner service.  It is so nice to see everyone and 

receive the support during 
this period of  time.  I can’t 
help but mention that 
reservations are always 
appreciated and help us in 
our scheduling and food 
ordering so we do not incur 
any waste.  The guessing 
of  what we think we will 
do for food service without 
reservations will eventually 
catch up to us.  As the weeks 

go by and our planning gets under way for a new 
season I can honestly say the fun and involvement 
of  our members experience at our Club just seem to 
get better.  Our Committees are beginning to build 
and meetings will soon begin to plot our course for 
2012.   With that said I would hope that when asked 
to participate by being on a Committee that everyone 
would want to get involved.

Here is an update on our current ACH progress.  
Several members have elected to go with the program 
and it seems to be working now.  We did experience 
a few challenges but have since resolved them.  The 
Board in January rescinded the notion of  the Club 
trying to automatically collect 3% on credit card 
transactions and to absorb the bank fees as a cost of  
doing business.  We still encourage our members to 
make payments monthly by either check or ACH in 
order to defray the expense of  the credit card fees.



The Masthead      Page 3                       February 2012

From the Rear Commodore
By Craig Taunt, Rear Commodore
Greeting all from what seems to be the Artic. Doing 
the Math, some are about 75 to 80 days until splash 
down. I have seen the waxing, bottom scraping, 
canvas cleaning and waterproofing and so on. This 
means our 2012 season is just around the corner. 

It is also a time for safety. 
Ladders are something most 
people do not use until just 
before season to board their 
boat, open hatches once on 
board are extremely dangerous 
and one must remember that it 
is open. Working on board has 
an occasion for someone to go 
OVERBOARD, it can really 

be more dangerous out of  the water, concrete and 
different obstacles on the floor hurt or can be deadly. 
Several Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla’s have classes. 
Bay City has a one day at Delta on March 10th. 
Lansing Power Squadron has Boating Classes at the 
end of  January, Mt. Clemons has theirs in April, 
Kalamazoo has theirs in February, and Saginaw Bay
has one pending.  Google United States Power 
Squadron District 9 will give you locations across the 
state. 

This is also the time to check P.F.D.’S, first aid kit, 
flares, and do a safety walk down on your boat if  it 
is possible. There has been talk the club may put on 
a CPR or First aid course early this spring. The boat 
shows are beginning soon with the Detroit Boat show 
February 11-19. www.mbia.org 

I spoke with Jim Bartlett, Midland Power Squadron, 
and they will be working with Delta College and the 
8 hour class that will be free of  charge. Jim states:  
Michigan ranks fourth among the states for registered 
boats, trailing only Florida, California and Minnesota 
in the number of  boats. As of  May 2, a total of  
918,871 watercrafts were registered in Michigan. 
(Keep in mind that non-motorized canoes, kayaks and 
boats less than 16 feet do not have to be registered, 
so there are even more boats out there.) That’s a lot 
of  boats and potential for a lot of  boating accidents. 
But boating is a surprisingly safe activity, all things 
considered. In 2010 there were 135 boating accidents 
reported in Michigan, resulting in 28 fatalities. And 
while everyone will tell you that’s still too many 
accidents, boating fatalities are trending downward. 

In 1970, when there were only half  as many boats 
(450,000) registered in Michigan, there were almost 
three times as many (79) fatalities. The biggest cause 
of  boating fatalities (more than 70%) is drowning. 
More than 80% of  those whom have drowned in 
the United States are due to people not wearing 
their life jackets.  In most of  the drowning accidents, 
people have life jackets on their boats, they’re just not 
wearing them. That’s the first rule - wear your PFD 
(personal floatation device). In Michigan, anyone 6 
years of  age or younger must wear a life jacket when 
on the open deck of  any vessel.  But wearing a PFD 
is recommended for everyone.

Besides wearing a PFD, boaters can reduce their 
chances of  marine accidents by observing a few 
simple guidelines:

•	 Make sure your boat is properly equipped and 
your equipment is in good working order. 
In addition to all legally required equipment, 
such as life jackets and fire extinguishers, 
always carry a first aid kit, nautical charts and 
an anchor. Make sure your navigation lights 
are working properly. 

•	 Avoid alcohol. Nearly 50 % of  all boating 
accidents involve alcohol. Studies show that 
passengers also are 10 times more likely to fall 
overboard when they have been consuming 
alcohol. 

•	 File a float plan. Always let a family member 
or friend on shore know the “who, what, 
when, and where” of  your trip. Include phone 
numbers for the local police dispatch center 
or U.S. Coast Guard in the event you don’t 
return when expected. 

•	 Maintain a sharp lookout. Always be alert for 
other boats, swimmers or skiers and objects 
in the water. This is especially true when 
operating in crowded waterways, and at night 
or during conditions of  restricted visibility. 

•	 Carry a marine radio or cell phone. Be 
prepared to call for help in case you are 
involved in an accident, your boat becomes 
disabled, or you otherwise need assistance. 
Make sure a cell phone is fully charged, but 
be aware there often are gaps in cell phone 
coverage on the water. 

-continued on page 4-

http://www.mbia.org
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•	 Michigan conservation officers and Michigan 
county sheriffs encourage all persons 
operating boats in Michigan to enroll in a 
boating safety course. 

Meanwhile, as personal watercraft becomes 
increasingly popular, boaters should know that some 
special rules apply: 

•	 A person who is 12 but less than 14 may 
operate a personal watercraft if  he or she 
obtained a boating safety certificate before 
January 1, 1999. 

•	 Persons born after December 31, 1978 shall 
not operate a personal watercraft unless they 
obtain a boating safety certificate. 

•	 The operators of  a personal watercraft must 
carry their boating safety certificate and 
display it upon the demand of  a peace officer.

Starting in March of  2012, the first Wednesday will 
start our public boating classes at the United States 
Coast Guard Saginaw River Station in Essexville 
on Weadock Road. The classes will be $30 and the 
whole family can share the book. Classes run for 5 
weeks from 7pm to 9pm and upon completion you 
will receive your USPS certification and a State of  
Michigan DNR certification. In this course will be 
included a PWC certification.  

For $39.95 you can become an online member for 
6 months and enjoy all the rights and privileges of  
being a United States Power Squadron Member. 
Simply go to the link below and fill out the online 
form.  At your leisure you can take the course and 
then contact the nearest squadron to proctor the 
exam.  http://www.americasboatingcourse.com. You 
may also go to http://saginawbaypowersquadron.org 
for further information and updates on safety classes. 
We could also do a one day group class for younger 
students or a one day class for adults in which the 
student would receive a State of  Michigan DNR 
certification. It is however important to know who in 
Michigan can legally operate a boat.  
  Those less than 12 years of  age:

•	 May operate a boat powered by a motor of  no 
more than 6 horsepower (hp) legally without 
restrictions. 

•	 May operate a boat powered by a motor of  
more than 6 hp but no more than 35 hp 
legally only if they are directly supervised on 
board by a person at least 16 years of  age. 

•	 May not operate a boat powered by a motor 
of  more than 35 hp legally under any 
conditions. 

Those 12 to 15 years of  age:
•	 May operate a boat powered by a motor of  no 

more than 6 hp legally without restrictions. 
•	 May operate a boat powered by a motor of  

more than 6 hp legally only if they: 
o Have passed a boating safety course 

approved by the Department of  
Natural Resources and Environment 
have on board their boating safety 
certificate or ... 

o Are accompanied on board by a 
person at least 16 years of  age. 

Those 16 years of  age or older may operate any 
boat on the waters of  Michigan. 

Who May Operate a Personal Watercraft (PWC)

Those less than 14 years of  age may not legally 
operate a PWC.
Those 14 and 15 years of  age may operate a PWC 
legally only if:

•	 He or she is accompanied on board by his or 
her parent or legal guardian or by a person at 
least 21 years of  age who has been designated 
by the parent or legal guardian or … 

•	 He or she is operating or riding the PWC at 
a distance of  not more than 100 feet from 
his or her parent or legal guardian or from a 
person at least 21 years of  age who has been 
designated by the parent or legal guardian. 

Safety Education Requirement
Those 14 years of  age or older:

•	 And born after December 31, 1978, may 
operate a PWC legally only if they have 
obtained a boating safety certificate. 

•	 And born on or before December 31, 
1978, may operate a PWC legally without 
restrictions. 

-continued from page 3-

http://www.americasboatingcourse.com
http://saginawbaypowersquadron.org
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SBYC Heritage Fund Report
~ by Douglas Bloodgood

The SBYC Heritage Fund committee expresses 
gratitude to all those members, guests, and staff  
who participated in the success of  the Fund during 
2011.  Not only the contributions of  money, but 
of  time, creativity, and administration giving to the 
great progress and contribution of  the Fund to the 
well-being of  the Club.  Our committee is always 
looking for ideas for use of  the funds, and for 
projects and fundraising ideas.

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

Heritage Fund Financial Report

December 31, 2011

Beginning balance at 1/1/2011      $2,644.06

Contributions

Member memorials   $550.00

Dinghy Poker Run     $50.00

Member donations to 
      refurbish chairs    $4,205.00

Total Receipts                      $4,805.00 

 

Disbursements

Buy A Brick campaign 
          (cost of bricks)    $158.00

Refurbish chairs           $4,064.66

Total Disbursements                   $4,222.66

Ending Balance at 12/31/2011      $3,226.40

Twenty years from 
now you will be more 
disappointed by the 
things that you didn't  
do than by the ones   
you did do. 

So throw off the 
bowlines. 

Sail away from the   
safe harbor. 

Catch the trade winds  
in your sails.                  

Explore. 

Dream. 

Discover.
~ Mark Twain

Seeking Committee Members!
~ Steve Goodnow, Membership Chair
It won’t be long before boating season is upon us 
again.  I am concerned for all those people out there 
who are unaware of  the joys of  SBYC membership.  
We all know and love our club and it is only right that 
we share our knowledge with the rest of  the world.  

As chair of  the SBYC membership committee, I 
am seeking others to help me with this endeavor.  
Currently, with just me, the membership committee 
meetings are predictably short.  

Please consider joining this committee.  I promise 
committee meetings won’t be too long, but they will 
be fun.  Together we can spread the word about the 
good fun, food and friends to be found at SBYC!   

If  you are interested in joining the membership 
committee, please contact general manager Kraig at 
manager@sbycmi.org or contact me at lakehawk60@
gmail.com. 

mailto:manager@sbycmi.org
mailto:lakehawk60@gmail.com
mailto:lakehawk60@gmail.com
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These next two pages 
feature fascinating and 

informative facts from our 
PC Craig Murchison! 

From Mastheads Past
The Greve and Bleicher families have made significant 
recent additions to our collection of  past Mastheads.

These include our earliest Mastheads from 1957 
and 1958 (55 years ago).  In 1955 Dr. Richard Ryan 
was commodore. Harold Spaulding was on the dock 
committee.  The big issue then was whether or not to 
build a new club.  The Flag had taken a straw vote of  
the members with the results that 22 favored a new 
building and 39 wanted to remodel the old Club.  In 
spite of  that vote, the directors realized that repairing 
the old Club, which was about to fall in the river (the 
second floor was already condemned), was not cost 
effective.  

A new building, constructed on fill to be place 
in front of  the existing clubhouse, was the way 
to go.   (That is called leadership!)   Committees 
were organized and many people went to work.  In 
addition to the usual committees (dock, membership, 
finance, etc.) there was a swimming pool committee, 
a sewage disposal committee (drainage to the river 
was becoming taboo), the land extension committee 
(ie: filling in the swamp in the middle of  which the 
clubhouse was located) and the small boat crane 
committee.  It was thought that good small boat 
launching equipment would stimulate regatta activity 
and is a must for the Club.

The 1958 Masthead lists Neal Moore as Commodore.  
Commodore Moore comments that this 1958 
Masthead follows the first issue of  the Masthead 
(which must have been the 1957 issue) so it appears 
that we are in procession of   the first two Mastheads 
of  SBYC.  Thank you, Ric and Guy!  

New members listed in 1958 are Carl Gladen of  Bay 
City and Ray MacGillivray of  Vassar among others.  
One interesting article in the 1958 issue was entitled 
“Supercruiser to join the Fleet.”  It reads a new model 
of  what many consider to be the finest example of  
power boats – the Huckins Fairform Flyer – will join 
the SBYC fleet early this summer (1958).  Ed and 
Dorothy Davidson, longtime owners of  Huckins 
boats, placed their order for a new JEDSON last 
winter.  The new JEDSON is a 47 foot Corinthian 
model, powered by a pair of  the latest 175 horse 
Chryslers.  Ed, the ranking Naval Reserve Officer in 
the area, expects the new boat to surpass even the 
famous present JEDSON in performance and high 
speed sea keeping ability.  

From the 1986 
May/June Masthead
So you want higher water levels?

The North Basin 1986

The Guest Dock 1986
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Semiplaning  Boats Can Meet Many Needs
~ from PC Craig Murchison

(from Sounding Magazine, January 2012 – Eric Sorensen)
The January issue of  Soundings magazine had an interesting article on a Latitude 40’ cruiser built with what the 

author called a “semiplaning hull”.   A semiplaning hull is simply one that operates in the gray region between 

displacement and full planing, a speed range at which the hull is supported partially by buoyancy and partially by 

dynamic lift.  It is further made gray by the observation the 40 footer designed here can run at 20 knots so that in 

fact it is fully planing but the 20 knots is at the top end of  its speed.  

 

What I find interesting is the NMPG vs Speed graphs which show the Latitude 40 leveling out at 20 knots while 

getting 1.5 NMPG.  This is in comparison to the 40 foot sportfish yacht which gets the typical 0.5 NMPG.  A factor 

of  three in mileage for a 40’ boat goes a long way in making fast cruising boats feasible in this day and age of  high 

fuel prices.  Please see the chart below.
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