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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Fourth of July 
Breakfast / Cookout
Wednesday, July 4

Fourth of July Holiday 
Breakfast / Cookout!
Saturday, July 7 and 

Sunday, July 8

Tawas Rendevous
July 13 - 15

Jimmy Buffet Night
Saturday, July 28

               From the Helm
      ~ Don Weaver, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and common 
interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who would join us in the 
pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Breakfast: 0830 - 1200 

Bar: 1200 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

1330 - 1930

Hello everyone,

I hope everyone is enjoying the summer.  There are plenty of  
opportunities for fun and relaxation at SBYC.  Take advantage of  special 

events, the bar and dining room, and 
grounds to make the most of  the warmer 
months.

The main focus of  the Board of  Directors 
continues to be the renovation project.  At 
this year’s Annual Meeting, we revealed 
our “vision” for an upgraded Clubhouse; a 
long-term proactive plan that ensures long-
term sustainability rather than a reactive 
and costly repair/replace solution.  The 
improvements address both current and 
future needs for improved service and 
surroundings and include: a new kitchen 
addition, an enlarged bar room with 
u-shaped bar, new energy efficient heating/

ventilation/air conditioning equipment, a new roof, and refurbished 
bathrooms which will bring them up to ADA code.  Since the reveal, 
we have been hard at work determining overall construction costs and 
financing options for this significant venture.  Our next step is to formally 
present the proposal to the membership to gather feedback and solicit 
input on all aspects.  We have reserved Saturday, September 8, at the Club, 
to ensure everyone has the opportunity to attend without jeopardizing 
summer plans.  This will be an informational meeting with voting to occur 
at a later date.  We hope you save the date and will plan to attend.  Stay 
tuned for more information.

Again this month, I’m privileged to announce the addition of  new 
members to SBYC.  Please extend a warm greeting to Gary & Tina Grigg.  
They are coming to us as full dock holders.  Also, welcome to new social 
members Dutch and Jeanne VanDerwill!

See you at the Club!
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From the House Committee
~ Neil Oldenburg, Vice Commodore

What a great start to the Summer this has been!  
Summer activities are in full swing at the Club 
commencing with Venetian Night.  Approximately 
32 boats or host spots participated in the event that 

was greeted by beautiful 
weather and seasonal 
temperatures.  This 
traveling cocktail party 
is surely the best way to 
meet new and current 
members as well as get 
the opportunity to see 
other members’ boats, 
not to mention the hors 
d’oeuvres and drink 
specials that are offered.  

Prior to the Venetian 
Party, the club witnessed the arrival of  a newly 
launched vessel ‘Semper Fidelis’ that the Yonan’s have 
purchased in Lake Erie and sailed up and around the 
Thumb to our club.  Make sure to check it out as it is 
a real beauty!  There are also some great stories from 
the crew on the journey here. 

The annual Blessing of  the Fleet also took place with 
approximately 32 boats participating in the parade 
to be blessed.  Once again perfect weather made the 
event a memorable and enjoyable event.  As usual, 
a special thanks to Father Pat for presiding over the 
blessing ceremony.  Father’s Day cookout was well 
attended again with many of  the ‘dads’ getting to 
enjoy Harry’s staff ’s offerings.  

Congratulations to the Razmers on their wedding 
celebration!  The wedding celebration was held in the 
club dining room and looked like a great time was had 
by the guests.  Their vessel ‘Razmataz’ was also well 
decorated for the event with some additional wedding 
decorations added by nearby dock holder neighbors 
that couldn’t resist from joining in on the fun!  Check 
out the included pictures of  their boat as well as 
some pics from some successful fishermen of  the 
club.  Harry Leaver and his crew on ‘Be-Leaver’ were 
successful in catching a limit catch of  tasty walleyes 
and back to the dock by high noon. 

July brings more summer fun with a full slate of  
activities including the 4th of  July Holiday Breakfast 
and Cookout, Tawas Rendezvous, and Jimmy Buffet 
night.  Many of  our fleet will be leaving for summer 
cruises, so be sure to wish them safe travels and the 
best of  times. 

Events and good summer fun are continuous, so 
come on out and join the fun!

Save the Date!
Jimmy Buffet Night at SBYC
Saturday, July 28th

Don’t Miss the Party 
of the Summer!
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone!  First I would like to extend thank 
you Bill and Jeanne Allsopp for having your son’s high 
school graduation party at the Club.  Also to Greg 
and Cathy Wagner for bringing the girls’ All Saints 

Tennis recognition banquet 
here to the Club once again.  
To Anne Gregory for having 
Esme’s graduation party 
and to Florence Hewitt for 
sponsoring the Peariso baby 
shower here on the same 
day as well.  To Tom and 
Mimi LaPorte for sponsoring 
the Celebration of  Life for 
Ron Bukowski.  To Deb 
Filer, Gail Hadfield and 

Linda Kraemer for hosting Deb’s daughter-in-law’s  
baby shower.  To Nancy Englehardt for hosting 
your daughter’s bridal shower here.  Also PC Paul 
and Carol Martin for having Ashley’s graduation 
party here at the Club.  And a special thank you 
and congratulations to Charlie and Patty (Perry) 
Rasmer for having your wedding reception here at 
the Club.  Finally I would like to thank the best staff  
in the world for providing Charlie and Patty with a 
memorable reception in my absence while attending 
my daughter’s wedding!

The Club functions were record busters once again in 
June.  Venetian Night was a huge success thank you 
to PC Wayne and Sue Hilger for all that you do in 
organizing this event.   Our Blessing of  the Fleet saw 
128 guests for Lunch.  For Father’s Day we saw 58 for 
breakfast and 148 for the cookout.  

Our logo wear on line ordering is a reality.  We have 
been working on a few glitches but it is getting closer 
to a final product.  We are streamlining the check out 
process.  You still log into the member side of  our 
website with the user name SBYCMEMBER and the 
password clubmember.  From there you will click 
on the logo wear icon where you create a user name 
and password (for the Work Wear Store) then shop.  
Be sure to write down your name and password for 
future shopping.  Upon check out you will have to 
enter your name and when it asks for PO# you will 
enter your member # to complete the order and 

provide security for the Club.  Billing will occur on 
your statement.  I will pick up your items at the Work 
Wear Store and let you know when the items are at 
the Club. 

I was just informed that the Saginaw Bay Poker Run 
that was to take place July 28th has been cancelled due 
to the lack of  sign ups.  

Finally on behalf  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
we would like to acknowledge the passing of  and 
condolences to PC Emory Sharpe and the Sharpe 
family with the passing of  Onie Sharpe.  A donation 
has been made on behalf  of  the Club to the Heritage 
Fund.

See you at the Club

FOURTH of JULY WEEK HOURS
Wednesday July 4, 2012 
Lounge 8:00am – 11:00pm 
Breakfast 8:00am – Noon 
Cookout 1:30pm – 7:30pm or when done

Thursday July 5, 2012 
Regular hours (no lunch) 
Lounge 11:30am – 11:00pm 
Dinner 6:00pm – 9:00pm Italian Night

Friday July 6, 2012 
Lounge 11:30am – 1:00am 
Lunch 11:30am – 2:30pm 
Dinner 6:00pm – 10:00pm

Saturday July 7, 2012 
Lounge 8:00am – 8:00pm 
Breakfast 8:00am – Noon 
Cookout 1:30pm – 7:00pm

Sunday July 8, 2012 
Lounge 8:00am – 9:00pm 
Breakfast 8:00am – Noon 
Cookout 1:30pm – 7:30pm
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Greetings from the North, and I hope your summer 
is going well.  Recently I enjoyed a great day on the 
Bay with my family.  Leaving the Saginaw River, we 
enjoyed the 1000 foot freighter inbound to the Coal 
plant.  What a ship, my grandson’s eyes were as large 
as half  dollars, they have not seen this before.  Many 

boats were on the river 
traveling both outbound 
and inbound, some 
boaters were traveling 
with due care, and several 
without, this is usually the 
case anyway.  The day was 
very hot and sticky but 
very nice on the bay. 

Three hours had passed, 
my two grandsons were 
starting to get hungry 

and the winds picked up dramatically and I felt it was 
time to go.  The winds were out of  the south and the 
waves would break over the bow, with the large spray 
onto the bridge, they thought it was just cool.  The 
Seatease was approaching the mouth of  the river, to 
my surprise another freighter was outbound and along 
side the 1000 foot freighter, the New Century.  Many 
boats were still heading to the bay and I had to make 
a decision of  where to go.  I elected to travel to the 
Starboard side of  the RED BOUY.  I figured I had 
lots of  room there to let all pass.  WRONG, as we 
went aground immediately, and stalled both engines.  
Sue was placing dock lines on the bow when we hit, 
she was thrown forward but was able to catch herself.  
I was able to start back up and began to move with 
hitting ground again.  I am now half  in the channel 
with the outbound freighter bearing down on me.  I 
was able to start up again and clear the freighter.  

Thank God the Seatease was blessed two weeks 
prior.  I did not realize the water was that shallow 
next to the buoy.  I have often thought, “How do 
accidents happen,” well they just do, and I felt my 
fellow boaters need to know the shallow danger at the 
mouth of  the river.

You Can Never Be Too Careful! 
By Craig Taunt, Rear Commodore

What happens when the boys go fishing?  
The girls decorate the boat of  the happy wedding couple!!!
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SBYC Historic Find!
~ Bill Fletcher, Secretary 

It’s amazing how life intertwines in a small 
community.  As Secretary of  our Club, I was 
surprised to have a piece of  our history fall into my 

hands, the first Secretary’s 
record book of  the ‘Bay 
City Boating and Fishing 
Club’ (our Club’s original 
name).  It starts in 1894 
with the first organizational 
meeting headed up by our 
first Commodore William 
Jennison (I grew up in the 
house he built) and goes 

through 2015.  It includes nearly 200 pages of  hand 
written and typed directors meetings, annual meetings, 
by-laws and treasures reports.  It also gave us the 
names of  five or six Commodores that we did not 
have.

The book came my way from a good friend of  mine, 
W.J. Meagher.  He was helping his cousin Sharon 
DeWaele clean out her deceased husbands over 
stuffed garages and stumbled on the book.  There is 
another book that should be coming our way soon, 
that content is unknown at this time.

Additional history was found loose in the front of  the 
book.  First, the County Clerks original record of  the 
Club’s first name change on July 7, 1896 to ‘Bay City 
Boat Club’.  A real surprise was the record of  taxes 
paid going back thirty years for two parcels of  Club 
property dated in 1916.  It was prepared and signed 
by a young clerk in the Bay County Treasures Office, 
the man was R.H. Fletcher Jr. (yes, my grandfather).

Here are a few of  the books highlights:

Sept.  18, 1894 - The first organizational meeting at 
the Fraser House Hotel in downtown Bay City (I live 
on Fraser Rd).

Jan. 1, 1895 - The new Club opens at the foot of  
Scheurmann St. on rented property.  The cost to build 
the Club, a mere $750.00 funded by 100 members 
each paying a $10.00 initiation fee.  The club is 
controlled by the President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasure and three Directors.  The Commodore is a 
ceremonial position.

June 3, 1895  - The Board approved “That the sale 
of  intoxicating liquors be strictly prohibited in the 
clubhouse or on the club property”  Ouch!!!   The 
Treasures report showed they purchased 4 new boats 
for member use, the total sum was $109.25. 

Sept. 1895 – An addition was added to the club for 
the cost of  $200.00

July 22, 1896 – It was agreed to pay the Steward 
(Manager) $25.00 per month.  Kraig???

Nov. 5 1899 – Special meeting to consider moving the 
Club.  Proposition by the Transfer Company to move 
the Club to Wenona Beach on the Bay (a recreational 
park owned by the RR).

Feb. 11, 1901 – Special Meeting to assess current 
members $15.00 and increase initiation fee to $25.00 
for new members to fund the new Club.

~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 ~

Bill holding the SBYC organizational meeting notes from 1984!



The Masthead      Page 6                               July 2012

~ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 ~

Feb. 22, 1901 – The Board approves to spend 
$1200.00 to purchase the property our Club sits on 
today.  The cost to move the Club building, $175.00 
plus $1.75 for each pile driven.

April 22, 1901 – The Board approves to build a new 
Club building for $4100.00 and attach the original 
Club building to it.  Dues are $10.00 year paid semi-
annually.  

July 1, 1901 – New By-Laws.  Board approves 
borrowing $3600.00 from a Cornelia Williams of  
Detroit with principal payments of  $500.00 per year 
with interest payments twice a year at the rate of  6%.

Aug. 1, 1901 – One of  many Treasures Report 
showing all income and expense payments

Aug. 29, 1901 – Still, no Booze allowed.  

June 1904 – The first mention of  the Commodore 
elected during the Annual Meeting.

Oct. 11, 1904 – The first Phone in Board of  Directors 
Meeting.  High tech in the day.

July 1912 – Board approves to sell $3000.00 in 
Bonds ($50.00 each) to create a Mortgage to pay off  
the Estate of  Cornelia Williams.  10 year note with 
payments of  $300.00 year plus 5% interest.

Dec. 3 1915  - Board approves to borrow $500.00 to 
pay expenses until the dues are collected after the first 
of  the year.  (membership and usage may have been 
down due to WWI).  

The book is in great shape considering its 118 years 
old.  It’s currently in the hands of  our Club Historian 
PC Craig Murchison.  While on this summer’s cruise, 
Pam is going to create a transcript of  the book.  We 
will also have it scanned to a digital format.  The 
Board will decide how to keep the book for its 
preservation.  I’ve read the book cover to cover twice 
and amount of  historical information is amazing.  I 
can’t wait to share its contents with you.  

SBYC Historic Find!
~ Bill Fletcher, Secretary 

Land was created to 
provide a place for 
boats to visit.
   ~ Brooks Atkinson

A Few Words from the Editor!
~ Lynn Weaver, Masthead Editor
I love the stories, adventures and voyages of  our 
SBYC members.  Some are on sea and others are on 
land – but they tend to be very interesting … ranging 
from funny, heartwarming, enlightening to exciting.  
This issue features a cool story on a piece of  SBYC 
history.  Read Bill Fletcher’s story of  handwritten 
SBYC records that are over 117 years old!  Craig 
Taunt bravely shares his story of  a lesson learned – 
please read and make sure you remain safe on our 
beautiful waterways!  

Future issues of  the Masthead have some fun stories 
I believe you will enjoy.  You will learn about the 
rare occasion that allows a baby to be christened on 
a Coast Guard tall ship.  A fellow club member had 
the privilege to be a witness in the recent ceremony.  
Another member shares their story of  a knock on 
their boat’s door during a storm and the favor asked 
of  them from a local resident still grieving her son. And 
then there are the ghost stories right here at SBYC.

I look forward to sharing all these stories with you … 
I encourage you to share your story too!  If  you are 
not inclined to write, this editor would love nothing 
more than to sit down with you and hear and write 
your story!  Feel free to share you stories, ideas and 
suggestions for the MASTHEAD by contacting Lynn 
Weaver at 989-737-9117 or lynn9117@gmail.com.

mailto:lynn9117@gmail.com
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Venitian Night 2012

Andy Hart, the Birthday Boy -- in his Big Boy Chair!
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Blessing of the Fleet 2012
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Blessing of the Fleet 2012
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Blessing of the Fleet 2012
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Blessing of the Fleet 2012
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Blessing of the Fleet 2012
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Father’s Day Cookout 2012


