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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Skeg Night
Thursday, March 22

Easter Brunch and 
Kids Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, April 8

SBYC 
Annual Meeting
Friday, April 13

March Hours:
Friday

March 2: 
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturday
March 10: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday
March 16: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday & Saturday
March 23 & 24: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday & Saturday
March 30 & 31: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

               From the Helm
      ~ Don Weaver, Commodore

Hello everyone!

It’s hard to believe that we’ve nearly completed the first quarter of  the 
calendar year.  That means we’re approaching spring, when the social season 

hits full swing.  This year’s social calendar is 
packed with events, including many that you’ve 
come to expect.  There are a few subtle changes 
though.  First, the annual Commodore’s 
Celebration has moved to late August to take 
advantage of  nice weather (I’ve already placed 
our order) and boats in the water.  Second, 
we are moving Jimmy Buffett to late July and 
working on an enhancement to make it an 
afternoon and evening affair.

Again this month, I’m privileged to welcome 
more new members to SBYC.  Please extend 
a warm greeting to Jack Peters and Todd & 
Melinda Becker.  Both are full dock holders 
and will be bringing their boats to the Club this 

spring.  We still have a few docks open for the 2012 season…in case you know 
of  any more perspective new members.  A strong membership is critical in 
ensuring the long-term viability of  our Club.  

I am also honored to announce a couple of  changes to the 2012 Board of  
Directors.  Bill Fletcher will be taking over the position of  Secretary.  Bill is a 
long-time member and has served on the Board for several years.  In addition, 
Troy Kraemer has joined the Board for a two-year term.  We are excited to 
have Bill and Troy in their new roles.  Please congratulate them when you see 
them.

See you at the Club!

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and 
common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  
A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud 
along the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

From the Rear Commodore
By Craig Taunt, Rear Commodore

Hello everyone, as I am writing this we are in the last 
weekend of  February, and our worst snow storm of  
the year is behind us.  Our boating season is right 
around the corner, and we will be full steam ahead.

A few articles ago, I thanked 
those who had hosted parties 
here and had omitted a very 
special event that was held 
here on December 17, 2011.  
It was a celebration of  three 
birthdays, hosted by Robert 
and Dana Worthington.  It 
was a spectacular month for 
events and I am sorry for the 
omission and truly apologize.

As a reminder the first four parking spaces in 
the middle of  our parking lot are reserved for 
handicapped parking only.  Some of  our truly 
handicapped members have come to me regarding 
their long treks to the building and indeed this should 
not be the case.  Your cooperation in this matter is 
appreciated.  Incidentally our staff  has also been 
instructed to park in their designated areas.

Under the dining section of  our web site is included 
our new banquet menu.  This menu addresses some 
of  our offerings available to you when you plan your 
next event at the Club.  Take a look, and if  there is 
anything else Harry and I can customize for you just 
let us know.

I was saving the best for last.  This subject is 
regarding our logo wear. For the last three years and 
in years gone by we have purchased and sold items to 
our membership.  With this came the task of  trying to 
determine sizes, colors and styles (all limited) which 
ultimately resulted in extensive inventory surplus.  I 
have teamed up with the folks at the Work Wear Store 
in Saginaw in order to streamline the whole process.  
We are in the preliminary stages, but I can tell you 
that now you will be able to choose your colors, sizes, 
we can offer more items and you can even have the 
name of  your boat on a particular item of  clothing.  
We will display one of  just about everything for those 
of  you that need to touch and feel.  In a perfect world 
I see us stocking only caps and t-shirts.  You will be 
able to view this material only on the member side of  
our web site when it goes on-line.  

See you at the Club!

Greetings from the North, spring is just around the 
corner and I have spotted a Robin.  The river is wide 
open with Shiver on the River Walleye tournament 
that was fished by boat and not thru the ice.  With the 

very mild winter, we all 
know Mother Nature gets 
even.  The average degree 
days and precipitation will 
only vary a few degrees 
and rain fall is about 
the same as well.  The 
question is, do we pay for 
it this mild winter in the 
spring and summer or 
next fall and winter.

The ONLY wise thing I 
could do was call our Fleet Measurer John McMurray.  
John tells me this “with the heavy cloud cover over 
the winter, heavier snow falls way North, the run off  
will probably hold our water levels.”  As far as our 
spring and summer weather he feels we will have mild 
weather and not hot, more than likely we will pay for 
this mild winter next fall and winter.  He stated this 
is based on the W.A.G. Scale, and I agreed with him.  
You may ask “what is the W.A.G. Scale?”  It stands 
for Wild A— Guess, and that is how it is.  Enjoy 
your month of  March in preparing for an April boat 
launch.

JOB POSTINGS
Executive Director:
The Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association 
(SBCSA), located in Bay City, Michigan, is seeking 
an Executive Director.  This is a year-round, part-
time position.  

Sailing Program Manager:
The Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association 
(SBCSA), located in Bay City, Michigan, is 
seeking a part-time Sailing Program Manager to 
manage our summer sailing programs.  The job 
is predominantly a summer position but includes 
limited off-season responsibilities. 

Details for each of  these positions are available 
at: http://www.sbcsa.org/employment.shtml.

http://www.sbcsa.org/employment.shtml
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Small Vessel Reporting System
~ by PC Craig Murchison

As part of  the Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
comprehensive effort to improve the security of  our 
nation’s borders while legitimate travel specifically 

for small boaters, CBP has 
implemented the Small Vessel 
Reporting system (SVRS).  

Overview:  SVRS enables 
boaters to report quickly and 
easily to CBP their arrival 
from foreign waters.  It is a 
free, easy-to-use voluntary 
program that you enroll for 
online.  

Eligibility:  SVRS is available to all U.S. citizens, 
nationals and lawful permanent residents; Canadian 
citizens and permanent residents of  Canada who are 
nationals of  a Visa wavier Program country.

Current Local Boater Option participants, Trusted 
Traveler Program members and current holders of  an 
I-68 (Canadian Border Landing Permit) must apply 
for enrollment in SVRS on-line in order to participate, 
but they do not need to schedule an interview with a 
CBP officer to complete their application.  

How to Enroll: the enrollment system is Web-based.  
New applicants register online and self-schedule 
an interview with a CBP officer at an authorized 
reporting location of  their choice.  Participants 
receive a welcoming email with their Boater 
Registration (BR) number and password for SVRS.   
The system is currently deployed in Florida, Puerto 
Rico, United States Virgin Island and the U.S./
Canada border.   Apply at https://svrs.cbp.dhs.
gov/.

You must still call in by phone upon arrival in the US.  
The program requires you to file a float plan on line 
as well, which is an important safety benefit.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS!
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
A few good women and men for the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Membership 
Committee.  Want to give back to 
your Yacht Club?  Want to get 
more involved?  The Membership 
Committee is an excellent place 
to start.   The meetings will be 
no  more than once per month,  be 
short, and most importantly, be 
fun.  Please call Steve Goodnow 
at 989-529-9100.

HERITAGE FUND COMMITTEE
Seeking committee members for the 
Heritage Fund, light work, few 
meetings, but great company!

Apply to Douglas Bloodgood, chair 
– I’m in the directory!

WANTED

“Land was created to 
provide a place for boats   
to visit.”
   ~ Brooks Atkinson
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The San Diego Bay is a sailor’s delight and a 
wonderful spot for landlubbers as well.   Even in 
February, a vast assortment of  air and sea craft 
dotted the skies and water; from aircraft carriers and 
cruise ships to kayaks and jet skis, from submarines 
and surfboards 
to fighter jets and 
helicopters.   Recently, 
my husband Jerry and I 
were fortunate to visit 
Coronado Island and San 
Diego, California while 
attending the annual 
meeting of  his nursery 
and landscape co-op, 
LANCO.   Highlights of  
the trip included crewing 
on an America’s Cup 
Class sailboat, Stars and 
Stripes USA-11, roaming 
the island and city, and 
the dining experiences.  
Alas, the entire trip was 
fantastic!

Crewing on the Stars and Stripes 
was a special and endearing memory.   
If  you are ever in the San Diego 
area, I highly recommend this 
attraction.  Stars and Stripes USA-11 
is a 78-foot carbon fiber America’s 
Cup class sailboat, one of  the 
fastest mono-hull sailboats in the 
world.   It was formerly captained 
by Dennis Conner a contender 
in world class races in the 1990’s.  
Currently the crew consists of  
expert sailors and now owners of  
the boat, Captain Lynn Hanna and 
crewman Mark Niblack, and several 
sturdy volunteers.  Our “crew” was headed by Jerry 
and included myself  and members of  the LANCO 
group and their families.   Hence, we had every level 
of  sailor, from expert to neophyte as well as ages 
ranging from 70 to 2.  Going out into the Bay on 
a sunny afternoon, we were lucky to have 15- knot 
winds, perfect for moving this beautiful boat along.  
All except our 2 year old crewman took the helm and 
assisted in gybing and tacking through the maze of  
activity in the 12 mile long and 2 mile wide bay.  We 
maintained a speed of  10 knots per hour effortlessly, 

Stars, Stripes and the San Diego Bay
~ by Wanda Dziwura

and were thrilled to reach 13.4!  With smaller boats 
following in our wake, we gleefully sped around the 
Bay for 3 hours.  The Captain and crew could not 
have been more encouraging and inviting.  First Mate, 
Bea, took photographs throughout the adventure and 
we watched them afterward in the boat office while 
enjoying cocktails and snacks.  We were all given the 
link to download the photos as a perfect memento to 
a great time.   

Further on the sailing topic, I‘d like to send a special 
thank you to Dale and Julie Humbert for putting 
us in touch with their friend and fellow sailor, 
Lake McGuire, who lives in San Diego and has a 
beautiful 44-foot Jeanneau sailboat.  Schedules and 
thunderstorms prohibited us from partaking in his 

invitation for an afternoon 
sail.  However, he did 
introduce us to one of  the 
best darn breakfasts I have 
ever eaten at a diner called 
the Hash House a Go Go.  
This is another must-do if  
you are in the San Diego 
area.  I had a memorable 
platter of  sage fried chicken 
with maple glaze reduction, 
bacon waffles, bacon 
mashed potatoes, scrambled 
eggs and fresh fruit (why 
did they bother with the 

fruit? Not sure).  Jerry had a skillet of  meatloaf  hash 
with roasted potatoes and biscuits.  “Twisted Farm 
Food” is the tagline.

Visiting the San Diego Yacht Club was also a notable 
experience.  This is a beautiful club with a rich sailing 
history.  We, with our friends Steve and Nancy Wills, 
were warmly welcomed for dinner.  Amazingly, or 
maybe not so much, the SDYC reminded me of  
lovely SBYC.  With the warm welcome, friendly and 
attentive staff, fabulous food and bay views through 
the floor to ceiling windows, we could have been 
home.


