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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Kentucky Derby Party 
Saturday, May 5

Mothers’ Day Brunch 
Sunday, May 13

Whitley’s Spring Fling! 
Saturday, May 19

Action Auction
Friday, May 25

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 26

Memorial Day 
Holiday Cookout!

Saturday, May 27 &
Sunday, May 28

               From the Helm
      ~ Don Weaver, Commodore

Greetings!

It was great to see everyone at this year’s Annual Meeting, a demonstration 
of  your interest and enthusiasm.  For those who were not able to attend, 

the agenda included a review of  our financial 
status, introductions of  the Board of  
Directors and Staff, and a proposal for a 
significant building renovation.  Regarding the 
renovation project, the Planning Committee 
took the approach of  defining a long-
term sustainability plan rather than elect 
to replace current assets such as the roof, 
Heating/Ventilation equipment, and kitchen 
equipment, as they fail.  Considerations 
included utility costs, condition of  all current 
assets, and the desired quality of  service 
that everyone expects.  Their proposal 
includes a building addition for a new 

kitchen and office, expansion of  the bar room into the old kitchen area, and 
the conversion of  the existing office to a conference room.  In summary, 
our financial position is strong, your Board of  Directors and Staff  are 
outstanding, and the discussion around the building changes was positive.  
In fact, the overwhelming sentiment was …how soon?  We need this!  Let’s 
not wait!  Though speed is clearly on the minds of  the leadership, we must 
be diligent in our proceedings, covering all bases.  In addition, we need input 
from you, the Membership.  Please take a look at the drawing included in 
this Masthead and posted throughout the Club.  If  you have any ideas for 
improvement, please contact a member of  the Planning Committee, Board 
of  Directors, or Staff.  Ultimately, final approval by the Membership will be 
sought before taking significant financial action.

Again this month, I’m privileged to welcome new members to SBYC.  Please 
extend a warm greeting to Dr. Ken and Sue Jones.

There are many opportunities for boating and social members to use the 
Club in May.  Come help plant flowers, donate to and attend the Action 
Auction, or simply enjoy the excellent lunch and dinner service.

See you at the Club!

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Bar: 1200 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

1200 - 1930
Starting May 20,

Sunday Breakfast: 
0830 - 1100
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From the House Committee
~ Neil Oldenburg, Vice Commodore

Boats are arriving at the club and Causley is 
completing our annual spring repairs and dock work.  
The weather has been chilly and very windy in true 
Michigan springtime tradition.  The club is picking 
up activity with additional days open and the annual 

events taking place such 
as the Annual Meeting, 
Wine Tasting, and Ladies 
Night.  The board is 
also pursuing discussion 
of  renovations around 
the kitchen/bar areas 
to upgrade our aging 
facilities. 

The annual Spring Work 
Party took place Saturday, 
April 21st.  The work 

party was very well attended despite the chilly temps 
and strong gusty Northeast winds.  The grounds, 
docks, and the newly renovated dry dock storage 
area all received much work and improvements.  
I am always amazed at the strong turnout and 
accomplishments of  that day.  A special thanks to 
Jerry Somalski & Wanda Dziwura for their time, 
expertise, and use of  Jerry’s equipment.  I can’t 
imagine what we would accomplish without them.  
Be sure to thank them as well.  And of  course a big 
thank you to the staff  for providing a delicious lunch 
to all of  the dedicated workers. 

Make it a point to come out for a great dinner and 
fellowship on an open night as well as attending the 
upcoming events.  And speaking of  upcoming events, 
the month of  May really heats up.  This month 
features Kentucky Derby Party, Mothers Day Brunch, 
Whitley’s Spring Fling, Action Auction, Potluck 
Breakfast, and the Memorial Day Holiday Cookout.  
There certainly is no shortage of  things to do next 
month!  So come on out and join in on the fun!.......
See ya there!

Spring Work Party
~ Bill Fletcher, Secretary / Grounds Co-Chair

Another successful Spring Work Party is in the books.  
Despite a cool and windy morning, we had a great 
turnout.  The south side of  the north slip received 
new stone along the seawall. Stone along other 

seawalls will be done at 
a later date.  The beds 
were prepped for the 
May 19th flower planting 
to be led by Pam and 
PC Craig Murchison.  
The Dry Storage area 
received more stone, 
space markers and 
piling for future space 
numbers.  Lawn repair, 
tree pruning, vine 

trimming, dock deck removal and leaf  raking rounded 
out the day.  Sitting down for a great lunch with the 
crew was a welcome break.

Joining me this year was Jerry Somalski, Wanda 
Dziwura, PC Greg Becker, Andy Hart, PC John and 
Sue Michutka, RC Craig Taunt and Sue Benander, 
Mike Bunting (early casualty), Bob and Kristen Beck, 
Denny and Gail Hadfield, Gary Kraemer, Scott Filer, 
Tom Greenia, Doug Maust, Darryl Parks, Jack Peters, 
Steve Goodnow, Dr. Mike Holland, Jim Anderson, 
VC Neil and Lori Oldenburg, Ted Billy, Bob Keagy, 
Dale Humbert and Cameo Photographer Doug 
Bloodgood.   Thanks to all.  A special thanks to Jerry 
Somalski (Bobcat Commander) for the use of  his Bay 
Landscaping equipment.

The Boats are starting to fill the slips, now your Club 
is ready for a new season.
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REMINDER!

Save the date, Saturday,   May 
19, for Flower Planting

We will start at 9 am.  If the 
weather cooperates, some 
preliminary work might start on 
the afternoon of Friday 
the 18th.

Look for me wandering 
around.

Pam Murchison

Social Committee Update
~ Wanda Dziwura, Social Committee Chair
Ladies Night was a smashing success with 127 
women in attendance!   A special “thank you” to 
Cheryl Becker who headed up the event.  Her vision, 
chocolate roses, feather pins, door prizes and other 
contributions made for a great night for the SBYC 
women.  Harry, Alice and the kitchen staff  did a 
“fantabulous” job with the food.     

May events include the Kentucky Derby Party on 
May 5, which is also Cinco de Mayo.   There is a great 
tapas menu planned with Kentucky Hot Browns (a 
hot turkey sandwich with cheese sauce, bacon and 
tomato) and tamales.  There will also be betting games.  
And don’t forget the fabulous Kentucky Derby-style 
hats that many of  our ladies sport that day!

Don’t forget Action Auction on May 25.  You should 
have received a donor form in the mail.  Contribute 
early and often.  We are encouraging items with a 
personal touch, such as an item from an art or craft 
you may do, instruction in a sport or hobby you may 
enjoy, a dinner in your home, a boat ride with snacks 
and cocktails.  Get creative!  By the way, Action 
Auction is administered by a separate committee 
headed by Lynn Weaver.  If  you would like to get 
involved in the committee work, contact Lynn.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 13, 2012
11:00 am to 2:00 pm

MENU
SBYC Soup and Salad Bar

French Toast Casserole
Bacon and Polish Sausage

Scrambled Eggs – Two Ways
Macaroni and Cheese with Chicken Tenders

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy
Seafood Dish TBD

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Vegetable Medley

Carved Prime Rib and Roast Pork Loin
Assorted Desserts with Chocolate Fountain

Mimosas and Bloody Mary Specials

Adults $19.95   Children 5-10 $7.95
Under 5 Complimentary

Reservations are required for this event
Please call 989-892-5905 or email club@sbycmi.com

From the Rear Commodore
By Craig Taunt, Rear Commodore

Greetings from the North, and what a welcome sight 
to see the boats back at the docks.  I can tell you one 
thing, with Harry at the Helm of  the Kitchen, you are 

all missing the best ever if  
you have not been to the 
club this new season.  

Plans are on the way for 
a new kitchen and bar, 
the members’ excitement, 
and the fellowship is just 
overwhelming.  Stop in 
to see the architectural 
drawings, and a glimpse 
in the Masthead. 

I wanted to bring one 
thing that comes to mind, 

cruising season has started and Mother Nature has 
kicked up her heels with the 40 to 50 mile per hour 
winds, the day has started out calm but grew as the 
day goes on, it is not sissy or childish to wear a P.F.D.  
Most of  you know that, but some do not. Now is the 
time to check out your gear and have it ready.  The 
most comfortable P.F.D. I have found is the automatic 
inflatable.  It fits comfortable, looks good and can 
be bought at West Marine. For those who have one, 
remember to test them, or change the CO2 just in 
case.  See you at the club.

mailto:club@sbycmi.com
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Planning Committee Update
~ Mike Bunting, Planning Committee Chair

Hello Folks,

Laura and I were disappointed that we were unable 
to attend our clubs annual meeting and are very 

encouraged to learn the 
support for the clubs 
sustainability issues are 
being embraced by the 
membership.

As we have indicated 
in the past issue the 
planning committee is 
currently developing 
the final plan for the 
renovation of  our facility 
and will be identifying 

the associated expense to the membership.

Our renovation planning efforts have been to identify 
all measures that will have a positive impact on the 
clubs ability to provide a superior experience for all 
who enter which includes renovating/adding work 
areas, this will provide our staff  the opportunity 
to provide a higher level of  product and service, 
additionally our focus includes measures that will 
provide a reduction of  our operating expense by 
decreasing the energy consumed by our facility and 
grounds while meeting Code and ADA issues.

 “First cost” for the renovation is always an important 
issue, we are all sensitive to cost, that is why the 
planning committee will be presenting the Life Cycle 
Cost to the membership for review, Life Cycle Cost 
analysis will demonstrate to the membership which 
investments will bring the greatest return over the life 
of  the asset we have chosen to upgrade or replace. 

Your comments regarding the renovation plans are 
critical at this juncture, please share your thoughts, 
recommendations or any concerns you may have with 
our committee members or board. 

We hope to have the final cost and financing 
mechanism for your review by the time the June 
Masthead is due for publication.

Look forward to seeing you at the club.

Hello everyone!  First I would like to apologize for 
missing the April edition but I had some personal 
matters to attend to.  Thank you to everyone for your 

condolences. My family is 
moved by your sympathies 
and your respect.

Thank you to the following 
for your support of  our 
Club by holding your 
banquets, meetings and family 
gatherings here in March:  
the Courier family with 
Rebecca’s baby shower, the 
Coryell family for Charles’s 
celebration of  life, Kevin 

Church and the Arnold Company for their sales 
meeting and luncheon.  These events occurred in 
April: a bridal shower hosted by Julie Tabor, and my 
wife for my daughter’s bridal shower as well.  

The Club functions were overwhelming in April as 
well.  Our Annual Meeting saw 108 guests for dinner.  
Easter Brunch had 177 attendees.  The Spring Work 
Party saw 30 hearty souls in attendance followed 
by our Spring Wine Tasting that had 70 people in 
attendance.  28 of  those were here celebrating Sue 
Jones’s birthday with her husband Dr. Ken Jones.  
And finally a big WOW thanks to Cheryl Becker and 
Wanda Dziwura-Somalski for heading up the most 
successful Ladies Night (127 in attendance) ever in 
the history of  our Club.  Also I would like to mention 
Deb Woody, Trudy Tarnowsky, Susan Birch and 
the Tabors for their support in making this a most 
memorable event.  The food, the vendors and the 
libations made for a great, fun-filled evening.  This 
season is off  to a spectacular start.

May begins our full season schedule in our Clubhouse 
open Wednesday through Sunday.  Lunch will 
be offered Friday through Sunday with cookouts 
commencing on Memorial Weekend for the summer.  
Our breakfasts are scheduled to begin the Sunday 
after Mothers Day.

Finally on behalf  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
we would like to acknowledge the passing of  two of  
our members Mr. Charles Coryell Jr. and Mr. David 
Gregory by contributing to the Heritage Fund.  Our 
condolences and support to both families.

See you at the Club
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Bucket of Cheer!
We are on a mission to fill the 
bucket!  Help fill the bucket with 
beer, pop, spirits, snacks, and 
whatever else will add to the party!  
On Friday, May 25, tickets go on 
sale for only $5 for a chance to win 
the bucket and all its contents!

Don’t Miss Action Auction ... Coming to SBYC on Friday, May 25!
~ Lynn Weaver, Action Auction Chair

 

The outstanding and incredibly exciting Action Auction features:

• Fun!
• Raffles!
• Great Food!
• Competitive Shopping!

Don’t forget to donate an item or service.  Here are some ideas:

• A sunset cruise boat trip complete with snacks and beverages
• A Spa gift basket with a manicure/massage gift card, lotions, bubble bath & bath puff
• A fishing trip at your favorite fishing hole
• Fishing tackle box – full of  lures, fish line, bobbers & hooks
• A gourmet dinner for 6 served at your home
• A box of  gardening supplies such as work gloves, wildflower seeds, shovel and hoe
• A sailing lesson for two
• A boat ride down the river to see the July 4th Fireworks

The possibilities are endless!  Choose your favorite hobby, 
teach a skill, make a fun gift basket … most of  all, have fun 
coming up with your own idea!

Have fun, get creative, help raise money for the club! 

(If  you can, be sure to get your item to the club a week before 
the auction – that’s May 18th!)
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