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The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of 
individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship 
and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water 
and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

From the Helm
~ Neil Oldenburg, Commodore UPCOMING EVENTS: 

SBYC Annual Meeting
Friday, April 5

Spring Work Party 
Saturday, April 20

Ladies Night Out 
Wednesday, April 24

Spring Wine Tasting
Saturday, April 27

Kentucky Derby Party 
Saturday, May 4

Mothers’ Day Brunch 
Sunday, May 12

Flower Planting and 
SBYC Spring Fling
Saturday, May 18

April Hours:
Thursdays: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1600
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays: 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1600 
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Beginning April 21
Sundays: 

Bar: 1130 - 1700
Lunch: 1130 - 1600

The ice has left the river and geese and other migratory birds are returning. 
All the signs that Spring has arrived and the new 2013 boating season is about 
to begin. The ‘unofficial’ start of  the season is now in the past, as Skeg Night 
took place on Thursday, March 21st.  This long time annual event for the guys 
was very well attended and the group enjoyed great food and an interesting 

program from Ric Mixter on ships that were built 
in Bay City and their eventual fate and resting 
place. Many thanks to Social Committee Chair, 
John Kustuch and the Club Staff  for providing 
a great evening.  March continues with activities 
including the children’s Easter Egg Hunt and 
Easter Brunch on the 31st. Looking ahead to 
April, a full slate of  activities are also planned 
as follows, with the Annual Meeting on Friday, 
April 5th.

Spring Work Party – Saturday, April 20

Ladies Night – Wednesday, April 24

Spring Wine Tasting – Saturday, April 27

The final preparations are being made for our dredging project that is slated to 
begin around April 1st. (no foolin’) 

Mention must be made of  our Dredge Committee. The committee was 
formed by Planning Committee chairman, Don Weaver as a subset of  the 
Planning Committee. The committee consists of  Steve Goodnow, PC Craig 
Murchison, RC Bill Fletcher, John Michutka, and Keith Anderson. This 
committee has taken on the exhaustive task of  overseeing our dredging, 
and has spent countless hours combing through the bidding and permitting 
process. They have done a remarkable job, and we should see the results of  
their work soon.

Think high water and hope to see you soon!



The Masthead      Page 2                               April 2013

From the Vice Commodore
~ Craig Taunt, Vice Commodore

Dredging Update
~ Bill Fletcher, Rear Commodore

Greeting from the North, and I hope Easter was 
especially great for you and yours. As you know I am 
a SAFTEY Guy, and this month I viewed a program 

that took me by surprise, 
and totally shocked me as 
I watched.   Dateline did a 
special on smoke detectors 
in today’s homes after an 
incident where a family lost 
four children because the 
smoke detectors in their 
home failed to sound.  This 
was frightening and very 
sad to think that this could 

happen. The findings are this:   ALL Ionization smoke 
detectors can fail. 

I have installed hundreds of  the ionization smoke 
detectors; I had no idea and no one else did either of  
these findings.  Manufacturers claim they are built to 
strict guidelines, but in some cases, they don’t work.   
A test was conducted where a wood burning iron, 
soldering iron if  you will, was placed on a sofa, similar 
to a cigarette burning.  Heavy smoke was given off  
filling the room, and no alarm sounded.  The sofa 
finally burst into flames, and after a few minutes the 
detector sounded.   Thirty-six minutes had passed; this 
is not enough warning for you to safely exit a burning 
home.  Photoelectric smoke detectors were installed 
along side the ionization smoke detectors and the test 
was repeated.  The photoelectric smoke detector went 
off  in about one minute.

Ionization smoke detectors should be replaced with 
photoelectric style, or the combination of  both 
ionization and photoelectric.  These units should be 
wired together, so when one detector sounds off, they 
ALL go off.  If  your home is not wired together this 
way, there are new ones on the market that are battery 
operated; wirelessly they all will sound.  Check out 
www.firstalert.com, or Google photoelectric smoke 
detectors.  This is not a write up for work, but a warning 
to my friends that this must be taken seriously to help 
keep you safe.

Keep in mind, most boats have smoke sensors and 
CO2 sensors, we need to look at these as well.  Some 
members will be launching their boats soon, as Old 
Man Winter has stayed just a bit TOO long.  Happy 
Spring and see you at the club.

As of  this printing, dredging of  the slips will start 
around Monday the 8th of  April.  The work will be 
performed by The King Co out of  Holland.  King 
will start in the north slip then move to the south 
slip.  The project should take about three weeks to 

complete.  Dock holders will 
have to wait until the north 
slip is completed before 
docking at the club.  Dock 
holders that have assigned 
slips in the south basin may 
temporarily dock their vessel 
in the north basin until the 
project is completed.  

We anticipate removing 
7000 cubic yards of  material 

during the process.  Unfortunately Channel Island is 
not available for depositing this material.  Therefore 
we must truck the material to the Pinconning landfill.  
This will add considerably to the cost of  the project.  
The material will be pulled off  the dredge barge at the 
launch ramp.  There will be a shallow dewatering area 
running from the dumpster to around the back of  
the garage.  The material will sit to dewater for about 
three days before being hauled off  the landfill.

There is a concern that driving the loaded trucks past 
the seawall tie backs along the east end of  the south 
slip will do damage.  To eliminate this concern and 
to reduce traffic for the general club membership, a 
temporary drive will be constructed through the dry 
storage area.  

Please donate to the Heritage Fund so we may 
maximize the matching funds offered by a very 
supportive member.  If  we can raise $50,000., the 
member will match it and we will be able to remove 
all the dredge material from our club grounds.  I 
would like to thank all the members of  the Dredge 
Committee, they have put in many hours of  work to 
get this project moving forward in a short time.

http://www.firstalert.com/
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Heritage Fund
~ Martial Viens, Heritage Fund Chair

We wish to thank the following members who 
generously donated to the Heritage Fund/Dredging 
Project.

Ted & Judy Billy
Paul & Sue Birch
JoAnn Brennan,
Scott & Debra Filer
Dr. Walt Howland
Douglas Kalis
Mina Natzmer,
Father Patrick O’Conner 
Neil & Lorri Oldenburg 
Scott & Lynne Schropp
D. William & Mary Shaw
Robert & Kay Winters

In all good conscience, we all know the importance 
of  completing this project, and we also know, in an 
endeavor of  this magnitude that contingencies, more 
often than not, do arise.  So again, I urge you to join 
the donors mentioned above and help us complete 
this project.  Thank you.

Spring Work Party
~ Bill Fletcher, Rear Commodore and     
   Grounds Committee Chair

The Spring Work Party will 
be Saturday April 20.  
We will start at 9:00 am 
with the usual projects 
like preparing the flower 
beds, fence cleanup, etc.  
Other projects will depend 
on the progress of  the 
dredging project.  

Please come out and join your 
fellow members to prepare the 
Club for another great boating 
season.  

As usual, a fine complementary 
lunch will be prepared for the work 
party participants.  

I hope to see you there.

Calling all Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Members  

We have an historic opportunity before us.   A 
member has offered up to $50,000 in additional 
dredge funding if  we can raise donations to match 

it.  I believe we will need 
this additional funding in 
order to get the dredging 
done.  Sadly the lowest 
cost alternative for getting 
rid of  the dredge spoils, 
Dredge Island, is simply 
unavailable to us this 
spring.  We are going to 
have to truck the majority 
of  or all of  the spoils to 
a licensed landfill.  Of  
course this will cost more.  
I sincerely wish there was 

a lower cost alternative, and we have all been trying 
very hard to find it, but as of  now there just isn’t one.   
It is my opinion that we are going to need what we 
are already authorized to spend plus the match and 
what we raise by our donations to get this project 
done properly and in a timely fashion.  We need to 
meet this match.

Please join me, join the rest of  your board, join your 
Bridge and let us all give to the maximum we can to 
MEET THE MATCH.  This is the right thing to do 
at the right time for the future of  the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club.   Together we can do this.

Please contact Heritage Fund Chair Martial Viens 
(810) 240-0152 or viensmj@aol.com with your 
donation options today.

Meet the Match
~ Steve Goodnow, Director and
   Dredging Committee Member 
 

Meet the
MATCH
Dredging Project 2013

mailto:viensmj@aol.com
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone!  I would like to thank Yvonne 
Moulthrop, Hope and Sandy Grendel for hosting your 
bridal shower here on March 23rd.  It sure was pink!  

Skeg night turned out pretty well on the 21st with 43 
men in attendance.  Ric Mixter, our guest speaker for 

the evening, provided us with 
a fascinating and informative 
evening of  his diving and 
research efforts into the 
freighters built here in Bay 
City and their demise.

Just a reminder, April is here 
we are now open for dinner 
Thursday 6:00pm – 9:00pm, 
with the lounge open from 
5:00pm until 10:00pm.  On 

Friday and Saturday the Lounge is open at 11:30am 
until midnight.  Dinner is available from 6:00pm 
– 10:00pm. We are open for lunch on Friday and 
Saturday from 11:30am – 2:30pm.  We will begin 
Sunday lunch service on April 21, 2013.

The year is looking good with several events 
occurring in April.  We are hosting the Tall Ships 
Sponsor party.  There is a couple of  bridal showers 
here at the Club as well.  Club functions include our 
Annual Meeting on Friday April 5th, the Spring Work 
party is on Saturday April 20th, Ladies Night on the 
24th and the Spring Wine Tasting event on the 27th. 

The 2013 SBYC Roster should be complete by mid 
April.  We will distribute them internally as we did last 
year, saving the Club a lot of  postage.  The rosters 
that are left will then be mailed the end of  April so 
everyone has the roster by May.

See you at the Club

Our traditional brick engraving campaign is 
back.  Buy a brick and support SBYC!  The 
cost of  a brick is $100 each and you may 
engrave up to 3 lines / 14 characters per line.  
Use the order form below.  The bricks will be 
an added to the patio in the spring.

BUY  A  BRICK

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Buy A Brick Form
Name ____________________________________

I want my brick inscribed as follows:

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

$100 per brick will be added to your monthly bill.  
Return this form or above information to SBYC.

“Men in a ship are 
always looking up,    
and men ashore are 
usually looking down.”
             - John Masefield
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Yvonne J. Hoag, 87, passed away peacefully at 
her home surrounded by family February 2, 
2013.   For many years she was an active member 
of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, the Great Lakes 

Cruising Club and the 
Saginaw Bay Power 
Squadron.  Yvonne, 
and her beloved dog 
Cyrus were a familiar 
sight on the Great 
Lakes aboard her yacht 
Delphinus, a beautiful 
44’ diesel powered 
Bayliner double 

cabin.   In 1995, Yvonne was the first women to 
be presented the Admiral Bayfield Award of  the 
Great Lakes Cruising Club in recognition of  her 
extensive cruising on the Great Lakes.  She was an 
accomplished yachtsman, having cruised the north 
shore of  Lake Superior single handedly.  For 10 
years she organized the “cruising pets” contest at 
the annual rendezvous of  the GLCC.  

Yvonne was a very energetic person from the 
time she was employed as a welder in a San 
Diego defense plant.  Most of  her professional 
career was with the Dow Chemical Company in a 
variety of  positions.  She was an avid skier, great 
conversationalist and had an abiding interest in 
Native American people and their culture.  She 
will be greatly missed in the boating community.

Action Auction 2013!
SAVE THE DATE & PLAN TO ATTEND!
Friday, May 24, 2013

DONATE AN ITEM!
Items can be new and/or slightly used … they can 
also be services. Offer a boat trip, a fishing trip, share 
a hobby, cook a gourmet dinner, teach a skill … you 
can create a gift basket in your favorite theme!

ASK A BUSINESS YOU PATRONIZE TO 
DONATE AN ITEM!        
This is even easier … you patronize your favorite 
businesses all year round … why not ask for a 
donation! It will give their business exposure to club 
members!

GET FREE TICKETS TO AUCTION
Just donate auction items/services valued at $250 
or more and get TWO free tickets! But wait! There’s 
more! Donate $500 or more in goods or services and 
receive FOUR free tickets! 

BUY A BIG RAFFLE TICKET 
Win a free dock in 2013 or a $1,375 club credit … 
only 100 tickets are sold and only $50 each! See Craig 
Murchison before they are all gone!

DONATE TO THE BUCKET OF CHEER!
We are going to be raffling a big bucket of  cheer. 
Bring in a bottle of  wine, spirits or beer … let’s fill the 
bucket with snacks and all things that bring us cheer! 

BUY RAFFLE TICKETS AT ACTION AUCTION
On action auction night, you can buy Bucket of  Cheer 
raffle tickets for only $5 each. 50/50 tickets will also 
be available for $1 each or 6/$5 for bargain hunters!

Your 2013 Action Auction Committee Members:
 Wanda Dziqura
 Steve Goodnow
 Nancy & Tom Hickner
 John Kustuch
 Sue Michutka
 Craig Murchison
 Julie Nelson
 Lorri Oldenburg
 Lynn Weaver

If  you have any questions, contact any committee 
member or Lynn Weaver at 989.737.9117 or 
lynn9117@gmail.com 

PC Craig Murchison shares the 
recent obituary of past long time 
club member Yvonne Hoag:

mailto:lynn9117@gmail.com
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Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Action Auction Donation Agreement

      

Company___________________________________________ Phone Number________________________

Contact Name____________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_____________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address_______________________________________ Fax Number__________________________

 YES!  I want to donate an ITEM OR SERVICE

Brief Description __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Restrictions if applicable ____________________________________________________________________

Quantity _________________________ Value $_________________________________________________

Delivery or pick up instructions _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you want your company or name listed in the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Membership Roster?

________________________________________________________________________________________

Donor Signature________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Please return to:
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

c/o Action Auction Committee
P.O. Box 45, Essexville, MI 48732
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Skeg Night 2013
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Skeg Night 2013
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Easter Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt 2013
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Easter Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt 2013
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