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The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of 
individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship 
and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water 
and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

From the Helm
~ Neil Oldenburg, Commodore UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

Family Fun Day 
Sunday, September 1

Labor Day 
Holiday Cookout

Monday, September 2

Golf Outing
 Sunday, September 8

Liberty Harbor
Rendezvous

Fri. - Sun., Sept. 20-22

Octoberfest/
Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 18

Fall Work Party
 Saturday, October 19

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Breakfast: 0800 - 1200 

Bar: 1200 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

0130 - 1930

Greetings all! The month of  July has been a continuum of  activity for Club 
members starting with the 4th of  July breakfast and cookout.  The SBYC fleet 
was well represented during the annual Fireworks Festival as many vessels 
migrated up-river for the Holiday weekend to be close to the fireworks and 
concerts.  Immediately following, the Tall Ships arrived to make their only stop 

at a Michigan port.  The Yacht Club entertained 
hundreds of  guests to watch the majestic ships 
arrive and cruise directly in front of  the Club.  
The beautiful weather added to the ambience of  
the day. 

There was no time to rest as the ensuing 
weekend had a fleet of  17 boats from the 
Yacht Club travel north to East Tawas for the 
annual Tawas rendezvous.  There were various 
storms around us, but we managed to avoid 
the bad weather as multiple storms seemed 
to skirt around us.  The Saturday night buffet 
on the dock was the usual impressive display 
of  members’ favorite hors d’oeuvres.  Several 

members of  our fleet continued North from Tawas after the rendezvous for 
extended vacations.  

On the home front, Wednesday Tapas night and Thursday Italian night have 
also attracted good numbers of  diners.  Don’t forget the Sunday cookout to 
wrap up your busy weekends and let the great club staff  cater to your needs.  
Also, a special welcome to our new Full Member/Dockholder, Michael Beyer.  
Mike lives in Saginaw and has his boat ‘AQUAHOLIC’ (a beautiful Tiara) 
docked on the North/South basin.  Be sure to introduce yourself  and give him 
that great SBYC welcome that we are so good at.  Continue to utilize one of  
the finest facilities in the entire Great Lakes Bay Region and bring your friends!  

Hope to see ya soon!
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From the Vice Commodore
~ Craig Taunt, Vice Commodore

Greetings from the North and what a summer we are 
having, (until last week).  The Tawas Rendezvous was 
phenomenal; we did have 35 mile an hour winds or 
better and held back a few boats but we did have 15 
boats and over 58 people, what a blast.

Two things I observed 
this last month, and to me 
they were scary.  One boat 
across the river, a 35 to 40 
foot express cruiser was 
filling his fuel tanks with 6 
gallon plastic gas containers.  
I understand there was 
about a dollar or so savings, 
BUT when you transfer 
fuel from a container, 

especially plastic, static electricity is formed; the least 
spark would ignite the fuel.  Could you imagine the 
catastrophic event that would cause?  The fuel fill on 
the boat is grounded, and the metal nozzle from the 
hose is metal and grounded as well, this eliminates 
the static.  Second, marine grade fuel does not have 
ethanol additive.  This can deteriorate plastic lines and 
tanks. 

Second was while a boat was taking on fuel, I noticed 
the door going into the cabin was open, as was some 
vents.  While taking on fuel, vapors are given off  
and disperse into the air or CONFINED spaces.  

The vapors can build in the bilge, when the engine 
is started a spark can ignite the vapors.  I know we 
know better, but something to think about.  Close 
all hatches and doors, ignitions turned off.  When 
complete, turn bilge blowers on for 3 or 4 minutes 
just to clear the air.

Keep an eye out for classes to happen this winter.  
The Coast Guard offers a 13 week course for safe 
boating.  This includes weather, navigating, rules of  
the road, Marlin Spike, engines, and radio telephone.  
This is great for Captains, first Mates and crew to 
understand boating and water ways.  I will try to get 
more information as we near the dreadful “W” word.

With August here, the seas are usually calmer and 
travels are great.  Keep in mind though hot days and 
cold nights, fog may appear out of  nowhere.  One 
thing that I do, and recommend, is practice your radar 
while out and about on a clear calm day.  This jogs the 
memory of  your mind, the settings and characteristics 
of  your unit.  Practice split screen for both radar and 
chart plotter.  I know for a fact that in heavy rain 
and fog, the rain clutter can give false objects on the 
screen. 

I would like to say thank you to the staff  of  SBYC for 
a great job, while under pressure, the events that they 
put on in July with Tall Ships, several large parties, 
and the Fourth of  July Celebrations. You people are 
the best.

To all of you who came to my aid on 
July 11th, either physically or with your 
kind thoughts, a sincere THANK You. 
To those of you who didn’t realize 
what happened, I was overcome by 
heat exhaustion. A hospital stay, and 
many tests accompanied by lots of IV 
fluids, put me back in good shape. With 
a lesson learned the hard way, I again 
must say thanks so very much.

Sincerely, Martial Viens

Thank You!
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone!  July was a very busy month starting 
with the 4th and extending through the weekend.  
Thank you to the Richart family for bringing us your 
shower on Saturday the 6th.  Once again we enjoyed 
a very nice event for the Tall Ships on the 11th.  The 

day could not have been nicer!  
The weather cooperated and 
overall the event coordination 
was exemplary.  Thank you to 
all of  our great staff  for a job 
well done.  We managed to serve 
approximately 380 people and 
had roughly 490 within our gates 
that day.  I would like to thank 
Bill Fletcher for sponsoring the 
GLR Car Club luncheon for 70 

here on the 16th.   A big thank you goes out to Bob 
Worthington and his wife Dana for bringing us Bob’s 
birthday and business celebration to the Club.  It was 
an outstanding evening.  Thank you to the Somalski 
family for allowing us to participate in the celebration 
of  life for Tom Gradowski.  Thank you again Dave 
and Beth Klippert for giving us the opportunity to 
serve the firm of  Braun/Kendrick annual retreat.

As a reminder here is the procedure for purchasing 
SBYC logo wear.  You still log into the member side 
of  our website with the user name SBYCMEMBER 
and the password clubmember.  From there you will 
click on the logo wear icon where you create a user 
name and password (for the Work Wear Store) then 
shop.  Be sure to write down your name and password 
for future shopping.  Upon check out you will have 
to enter your name and when it asks for PO# you 
will enter your member # to complete the order 
and provide security for the Club.  Calling the office 
and letting us know that you have placed an order is 
helpful.  If  you need help and cannot complete an 
order please call us in the office and we will place the 
order for you. Billing will occur on your statement.  I 
will pick up your items at the Work Wear Store and let 
you know when the items are at the Club. 

Finally, on behalf  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, 
we would like to acknowledge the passing of  a long 
time member since 1965 Mrs. Winifred (Winnie) 
Brennan by contributing to the Heritage Fund.  Our 
condolences and support to the Brennan family.

See you at the Club.
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Fourth of July 2013
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Fourth of July 2013
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Tall Ships 2013
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Tall Ships 2013
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Tall Ships 2013
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