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The Mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
We are a unique community of 
individuals with shared values 
and common interests in an 
atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of 
great people serving great 
people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for 
generations - we stand tall 
and proud along the water and 
welcome all who would join 
us in the pursuit of enjoyment 
and fun.

From the Helm
~ Neil Oldenburg, Commodore UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 
SBYC 

Christmas Party
Saturday, 

December 7
SBYC Children’s 
Christmas Party

 Sunday, 
December 15

DECEMBER: 
Open to General 
Membership on 

Saturday, 
December 28
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Seasonal greetings to all!

Another year has come and gone and what a year it has been!  First and 
foremost a sincere thanks to the Flag Officers, the Fleet Officers, the Board 
of  Directors and the Committee Chairs and their committees.  There simply 
is not enough thanks can be given to these folks.  They have planned, 

executed, and completed a list of  activities 
that rival any activities in the recent past.  In 
addition, they have implemented two By-Laws 
changes and developed a future capital plan 
that you will begin seeing the results of  at the 
start of  the new year.  In addition, the Club 
has also maintained fiscal prudence and has 
operated in a profit condition for the year and 
has adequately funded depreciation accounts.  

It truly has been an honor to serve as 
Commodore of  this energetic and innovative 
group.  My term as Commodore was certainly 
a learning and rewarding time interacting 
with these folks and the membership.  

Congratulations to the new Flag Officers and Board Members and best 
of  luck in the coming year.  The new slate is an energetic crew that is 
well prepared to take the Club into its 120th year.  They will be soliciting 
committee members soon, and I encourage all to seriously consider getting 
involved in any capacity that you feel comfortable with.  You will not be 
disappointed!

Also, a reminder that as per our By-Laws, our membership dues follow the 
area August-to-August Consumer Price Index and rose 1.3% which will 
equate to the following increases: Full Members - $2.00, Social and Life - 
$1.00, and all others - $1.00.

The Club is now decorated for the Holiday Season so be sure to come out 
and enjoy the ambience for dinner and also include the Club Christmas Party 
in your list of  must–do’s.

In closing, I would like to wish all a very Merry Christmas, a joyous, 
prosperous, and happy New Year.

Kind Regards,

Neil Oldenburg, Commodore 
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From the Vice Commodore
~ Craig Taunt, Vice Commodore

Greeting from the North and what a North wind and 
white out we are having, the good news is we are only 
18 weeks until launch for the 2014 boating season.  

The power Squadron will 
be putting on Seamanship 
classes beginning January 
14th at the Saginaw Fire 
Station No. 2 at 3211 
McCarty Road just North 
of  Bay Rd. Craig Murchison 
will help put this class on. 
The cost is $60. They will 
cover Rules of  the Road, 
Navigation, Marlin Spike, 

and other topics. All boaters should take this class. 
This will be fun.  

Please keep an eye out for our new restroom remodel. 
This should happen in mid-January. The purpose is 
to bring our restrooms, (inside the club house) up to 
A.D.A. standards, plus a new look. A committee is 
being formed to handle the project.  

The phase one paving project is now complete, what 
a great improvement, with the new gate controls in 
place, operation of  the gate is fully functional. Phase 
two, the main parking lot will happen approximately 
late spring. This will eliminate the rough road and 

dips that hold water, this should also help eliminate 
fall hazards.  

I would like to take the time to thank Cheryl Becker 
for her time to chair the Children’s Coat Drive again 
this year. Cheryl says we should deliver 50 plus coats 
this year, not including hats, mittens, and snow pants 
to needy children. December 7th is the S.B.Y.C 
Christmas party, Cheryl will be accepting the new 
coats, hats, mittens, and your donations on the 7th 
and she will be able to deliver the items on the 12th 
of  December. A big thank you goes out to all who 
have donated, Cheryl you have done a remarkable job 
to help keep the children warm, it is your warm heart 
that makes a big difference, and we thank you for 
that.  

On November 16th the club was decorated for 
Christmas, what a blast. There were 26 people 
involved and boy the club takes you into the 
Christmas spirit, stop out to the club and see the 
Christmas décor along with the Children’s Coat 
Christmas tree, just remarkable.  

The Christmas season is now here, and Sue and I 
would like to wish each and every one of  you a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. May this year 
be the best ever. 
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone, we have all of  our dates booked 
in December with private parties, except Saturday 
December 28th when we will be open to our 
Membership.  I hope to see everyone that evening.  
Please don’t forget to make your reservations for that 

evening as I am sure Chef  
Harry will want to pleasure 
you with some features that 
evening.

As I reflect over the last five 
years, I enjoy where we have 
come as a Club.  I am proud 
to be the one that brought 
our staff  together into a 
cohesive team.  I believe the 
leadership that each new 
Board of  Directors brings 

to the table has really made the difference in SBYC’s 
direction.  I am looking forward to working with 
your newly elected 2014 Board of  Directors in the 
continued vision of  our Club.  

I hope that everyone had a terrific Thanksgiving.  On 
behalf  of  my family, I wish everyone a safe and Merry 
Christmas!

See you at the Club.

One more time this year I 
will ask you for a donation, 
but not to the Heritage 
Fund. If  you could, a 
donation to the Giving 
Tree and help Cheryl 
Becker give needy children 
warm clothing, and you 
a warm feeling, this 
Christmas Season.  

From me to you, A Very Merry Christmas.

Heritage Fund
~ Martial Viens, Heritage Fund Chair

Outside the 
Commodores’ 
Lounge, the 
ANNE MARIE 
graced SBYC 
Dock No. 66 for 
20 years when not 
at sea.  

During the years, she cruised Saginaw Bay, Lake 
Huron, North Channel, Georgian Bay and Lake 
Erie with short cruises in Lake Michigan and 
Lake Superior.  She attended many rendezvous’ 
with Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, Saginaw Bay Power 
Squadron, Great Lakes Cruising Club and Matthew 
Boat Owners at various places on the Great Lakes.

In 2001, she proudly laid alongside the guest dock 
as the Commodore’s vessel for the Blessing of  the 
Fleet and for a few years including 2013, she led 
the fleet at this annual event as the Fleet Captain’s 
vessel.

She was loved and cared for by PC Leon and Arleen 
Dykhouse who will sorely miss her.

On October 31, 2013, she left Pier 7, her winter 
home, enroute to her new home in Chicago passing 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, her summer home, for 20 
years.

Goodbye ANNE MARIE.

Goodbye ANNE MARIE
~ PC Leon & Arleen Dykhouse
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Over the past three years GLCCSchool has 
served hundreds of  students in the Great Lakes 
cruising community by providing a broad array of  
informative webinars addressing cruising-related 
topics and skills. Whether you’re looking to learn 
more about the latest anchoring techniques and 
equipment, radar, boat maintenance, refrigeration, 
energy management, weather forecasting and 
similar topics, or are simply seeking experienced local 

knowledge on the hottest cruising areas in the Great Lakes, GLCCSchool 
has the webinar for you.   

GLCCSchool is an offering of  the Great Lakes Cruising Club, a non-profit organization of  roughly 2500 US 
and Canadian members dedicated to encouraging recreational boaters to safely explore our five beautiful Great 
Lakes and connecting waterways. As a non-profit, the Great Lakes Cruising Club strives to provide affordable and 
informative cruising-related webinars to the greatest number of  cruising boaters possible, with webinar registration 
fees used to help offset operating costs.  GLCCSchool webinars are conducted by experienced GLCC-accredited 
sail or power boating colleagues and industry specialists.   Many of  the Webinars would be enjoyed by non-
boaters, who enjoy beautiful video shot on the Great Lakes.  

GLCCSchool webinars are open to everyone, whether they are a Great Lakes Cruising Club member or not.   For 
non GLCC members, the webinars cost about $20/session.  Members of  the USPS and CPS, as well as the GLCC, 
can also take advantage of  special webinar registration discounts. For further information on member discounts see 
the GLCC web site’s GLCCSchool Page, the USPS web site (www.usps.org), or the CPS web site (http://www.cps-
ecp.ca) respectively. 

All you need to participate in GLCCSchool webinars is a computer (Windows, Mac or Linux) with speakers, a 
browser, a reasonable speed internet connection and a desire to learn more about cruising our Great Lakes.  

                          CURRENTLY OPEN COURSES  

Cruising Georgian Bay’s Thirty Thousand Islands  - Tuesday, 12/3/13.    Georgian Bay is one of  the premiere 
cruising areas of  the Great Lakes. Join past GLCC Commodore J.E. Fordyce as he leads an exploration of  this 
pristine region. 

 Cruising the Trent Seven Waterway   - Monday, 12/9/13.  Looking for a serene inland cruising experience? ... Or 
a shortcut from the upper lakes to Lake Ontario? The Trent Severn may be for you! 

Cruising Lake Michigan’s Northeast Shore  - Wed. , 12/11/13.  Plan to cruise Michigan north of  the 45th 
parallel? Join experienced Lake Michigan cruiser Lou Bruska as he guides you through this highly accessible yet 
special cruising area. 

Getting the Most Out of  The GLCC Website  - Tuesday 12/17/13.   The GLCC club’s web site is a treasure 
trove of  information and features. This FREE webinar will help you fully access its potential. 

 Cruising Lake Erie  - Wednesday, 12/18/13.  From major cities to quaint fishing ports, island anchorages to first 
class marinas, the 2nd largest concentration of  boaters in North America already know about Lake Erie’s charms. 
Do you? 

www.GLCCSchool.com

So Much to Learn ...
~ PC Craig Murchison

http://www.glcclub.com/accessing-glccschool
http://www.usps.org/
http://www.cps-ecp.ca/
http://www.cps-ecp.ca/
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Put-In-Bay Lake Erie

Rainbow Cave, Lake Superior

Georgian Bay

Croker Island , North Channel

Future Classes to Be Offered in 2014

Thunderstorms:  What You Need to Know!

Great Lakes Currents 

Basic Diesel Maintenance

Cooking and Cruising On the Great Lakes

Why Boats Sink and What you Can Do to Prevent It.

Introduction to Marine Radar.

Knowing Your Boat Mechanically. 

Cruising the Great Loop. Provisioning for Boat & Crew                                                                             

Sharing the Helm

Understanding Onboard Energy Systems

Marine Refrigeration.

Introduction to Cruising Lake Superior.

Cruising Lake Superior’s Canadian Shore

Wilderness Cruising Lake Superior’s Isle Royal

Cruising Lake Superior’s South Shore

Weather 101: Marine Weather Basics

Mastering GRIBS FOR Weather Forecasting

Safety for Cruising Couples

Happy Hooking—The Art of  Anchoring

30 Best North Channel Anchorages

Cruising Lake Michigan’s Southeast Shore

North Channel Ports
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Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association Offers Class
SBCSA Boat Building Class Information 2014

Registrations are now being accepted for the 2014 SBCSA Boat Building class.

There are two main projects this year: 
 
1. Finish the three Optimist prams to replace the most worn prams in our fleet. The hulls have been made but 
there is still a lot of  interesting work to be done including installing the gunwales and mast partners and making 
daggerboards and rudders. 
 
2. Begin construction of  two, 12-foot kayaks. The kayaks are a hybrid construction with the hulls made of  stitch 
and glue plywood and the decks of  cedar strips. The pair of  kayaks will be the raffle prize at the next Tall Ship 
Celebration. 
 
The details: 
When: Classes are held 6-9 PM on Monday and Wednesday nights running from Monday January 6, 2014 until 
mid-April. You don’t have to attend every class but you’ll miss out on the fun. 
 
Where: Classes are held at the Gougeon Boat Shop on Martin St in Bay City. Directions will be given if  you need 
them.  
 
How Much: You must be an SBCSA member ($130 for an adult/$230 for a family) and a $70 materials fee. 
 
How to sign up: Call 989-922-7245 or email bob.nelb@sbcsa.org to save a spot, then download the registration 
form from our web page (sbcsa.org), write a check, and mail it to the PO Box on the form. The class size is limited 
so don’t delay. 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

These classes are perfect for those of  you who are considering building your own boat or for those who just like to 
build boats. A lot of  useful techniques will be learned that can even help with your own boat or home maintenance 
projects. 
See what other boats have been made by the SBCSA Boat Building class click here

Call (989) 922-SAIL(7245) for additional information

Ships are the nearest things 
to dreams that hands 
have ever made.
          - Robert N. Rose

http://www.sbcsa.org/pdf/membership.pdf
http://www.sbcsa.org/pdf/membership.pdf
http://www.sbcsa.org/boatbuilding.shtml
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