From the Helm

~ Neil Oldenburg, Commodore

Greetings all! Another month has passed and most boats have departed
from the basins. The dredge committee has been very busy again and
phase II of the dredging project has begun. A “post survey” of the basin
water depth has been completed to confirm
areas that may have needed some touch-up
and re-work. Additional slips that were not
occupied, and not completed in Phase I are
being completed and the spoils placed in the
previously dug berm. The first berm has
been capped and initial seeding will take place
soon. The second berm will be finished early
next spring, bringing this substantial project
to completion. The entryway and South
basin have been pulverized and compacted
in preparation for finish coating immediately
following the dredging. This is scheduled to
happen in early November.
Moving forward, preparations are being made to implement the 2014
portion of our long range planning to include main parking lot paving and
inside bathroom remodeling. Also being discussed, are a new pump-out and
Club grounds lighting. The new lighting will be converted to newer LED
technology and will provide substantial energy savings to the Club. With
membership approval, these projects will commence early next year. It will
be nice to see these improvements to our Club!
October brought us Oktoberfest and Meet the Nominees. Harry’s rendition
of German fare was truly delicious again! Once again Sarah and Liz added
to the ambience with their original German dirndl attire. The gals looked
great!
A reminder that election night is November 1st and congratulations to all on
the slate. It is a great group of folks that will provide leadership to our Club
another year.
In closing, there is a lot happening, so come on out and take part in the
action.
Hope to see ya soon!

NOVEMBER 2013
UPCOMING
EVENTS:
SBYC Election Night
Friday, November 1
MSU/U of M Tailgate
Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, November 2
Christmas
Decorating Party
Saturday, November 16
SBYC
Christmas Party
Saturday, December 7
SBYC Children’s
Christmas Party
Sunday, December 15

Hours:
Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

The Mission of the
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

We are a unique community of
individuals with shared values
and common interests in an
atmosphere of friendship and
mutual respect. A family of
great people serving great
people in a safe, nautical
atmosphere.   As we have for
generations - we stand tall
and proud along the water and
welcome all who would join
us in the pursuit of enjoyment
and fun.

From the Vice Commodore

From the Manager’s Desk

Greetings from the North, and here we are, Yes
November. Boats are put away and plans for deer
season, Christmas season, New Year’s and where are
we going for Easter are
underway, but think about
this.

Hello everyone, first I would like to correct the last
portion of my article from last month. I mention
that in an effort to support the Saginaw Bay Power
Squadron meeting that your Club would be open the
first Thursday of November. The Club will actually
be open to our members
on Thursday the 7th of
November and not the 11th
of November as was stated in
October’s Masthead.

~ Craig Taunt, Vice Commodore

~ Kraig Kubik , General Manager

Pull out your charts and
plan for the next boating
season. What do you mean
pull out the charts you
might ask? With modern
electronics who looks at the
charts, I got my great lakes
cruise guide for Lake Huron
and it tells me all about the marinas and what is in
each port. Well that is true, BUT what if the chart
plotter and GPS goes out, now what do you do?
West Marine has videos on Navigation where you,
your first mate and crew can watch and pick up on
how to read a chart, how to determine latitude and
longitude, and the different symbols that appear
on a chart. There is also Chapman Piloting and
Seamanship – the complete safe seamanship available
in a single book. With the family watching the video,
then study the charts, everyone is involved, a different
look at something to do over the winter. Also I will
keep you informed on classes available in our area.
Upcoming events are SBYC Election Night Friday
November 1st, MSU/U of M tailgate and chili cook
of on Saturday November 2nd, the SBYC Christmas
Decorating party is on Saturday November 16th, the
SBYC Christmas Party on Saturday December 7th with
the Children’s Christmas Party on Sunday December
15th. Please keep an eye out for the club emails for
Harry and Company Specials. See you at the Club.

I wanted to recognize
and thank Craig and Pam
Murchison for hosting the
Great Lakes Cruising Club
luncheon here at the Club on
October 12. This was the
only banquet at the Club this month. November is
looking unusually quiet in the banquet arena as well.
If you have a meeting or special event please consider
your Club to assist you in planning and making
your event a huge success. We still have some dates
open in December whereby you can schedule your
Christmas gatherings. We still have room on the 13th,
the 20th and 21st. Also the Club will be open to our
membership on Saturday the 28th of December. It
is a perfect time to get together after Christmas and
before New Years. In January and February we will
be open starting Friday January 3rd and then Saturday
January 11, and alternating Friday and Saturday
through the month of March. I will be emailing
calendars with our features prior to January.
See you at the Club.

“Men in a ship are always looking up,
and men ashore are usually looking down.”
												~ John Masefield
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Dredge Committee Update
~ PC Don Weaver

After a long year of hard work, the dredging project is nearly complete! The final detail, top dressing of the
berm, will be completed in early spring once the new spoils have had a chance to dewater and settle. Phase II of
the project was extremely well executed by our contractors Seabreeze and Monchilov Excavating. All remaining
occupied and unoccupied slips not addressed during Phase I were dug to our specifications, including a series of
slips in the North basin dug to 9 feet to accommodate deep draft sailboats. Issues in the fairways were addressed
and a heavy beam was drug through the marina to level any high spots. The Guest Dock
was also dredged to 9 feet. Below is a brief summary of the complete project:
Total amount of spoils removed: 8,350 cu-yd
Amount of spoils stored in on-site berm: 7,400 cu-yd
Amount of spoils sent to Whitefeather landfill: 950 cu-yd
Total available project funding: $306,000 ($200,000 - member loan, $50,000 - Asset
Replacement Account, $28,000 – member donations, $28,000 – matching donation)
Total project spending: $280,000 (estimated, all invoices not yet received)
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the committee members for their
contributions. It is a talented, experienced, and dedicated team consisting of Keith Anderson, RC Bill Fletcher,
Steve Goodnow, PC John Michutka, PC Craig Murchison, C Neil Oldenburg, Jerry Somalski, and GM Kraig Kubik.
Each team member spent countless hours planning the project, researching and evaluating alternatives, working
through the DEQ permitting process, coordinating
contractor work, and managing issues. Without each
and everyone’s input and actions, this monumental
project could not have been completed as successfully
as it was. Thanks for a job well done! I would also
like to thank the membership for their patience
throughout the process. Though the berm was
unsightly for an extended period of time, it enabled
estimated project savings in excess of $75,000. It
was absolutely essential to store our spoils on site to
complete the project within available funding.
With deep water slips, hopefully we can attract new
members and ensure the long-term sustainability of
our great club.
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Long Range Plan Update
~ PC Don Weaver

At this year’s Election Night scheduled for Friday, November 1, the Board of Director’s and Planning Committee
will present a multi-year capital plan. In addition, the Board will seek spending approval for 2014 capital projects
in excess of $10,000. This will enable planning for approved projects to begin immediately to take advantage of
limited winter Clubhouse operations. Pursuant to Article 5, Section 5 of the By-Laws, spending approval will be
based on majority vote of members present and absentee ballot. Those requesting an absentee ballot should do so
by contacting the Club and submitting their ballot prior to the start of the meeting.
Below is the proposed multi-year capital plan. In 2014, the priorities include Parking Lot Resurfacing and Inside
Restroom Remodeling. Parking Lot Resurfacing Phase II involves replacement of the main parking lot from the
Clubhouse to West of the entrance drive (replaced in 2013). Due to cost, resurfacing of the South driveway and
North-North parking area will be evaluated going forward. For the restroom remodeling project, the layouts will
be altered to bring them up to ADA standards for accessible design, fixtures will be replaced, and the décor will
be refreshed. Subsequent years will be devoted to replacing the Clubhouse roof and Heating, Ventilation, and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) equipment.
2014 Parking Lot Resurfacing - Phase II		
$55,707
		Inside Restroom Remodeling			$40,449
		Exterior Lighting Replacement			$9,500
		Pump Out Replacement			$8,000		2014 Total - $113,656
2015 Roof & Insulation Replacement - Phase 1
$40,449
		
HVAC Replacement - Phase 1			
$38,671
		
2016 Roof & Insulation Replacement - Phase 2
$20,730
		
HVAC Replacement - Phase 2			
$78,902
								
2017 Roof & Insulation Replacement - Phase 3
		
HVAC Replacement - Phase 3			
				

$21,248
$118,828

2018 Windows/Wall Replacement			$26,554
		
Security System Upgrade Outside		
$8,000		
								
2019 Seawall Replacement - North Basin East End $49,955
								

2015 Total - $79,120				
2016 Total - $99,632

2017 Total - $140,077				

2018 Total - $34,554
2019 Total - $49,955

2020 Kitchen/Bar Room Renovation Expansion $50,000
2020 Total - $50,000
								
For the plan above, the average annual project spending is $80,999. Given our current Asset Replacement Account
balance, this is an aggressive approach over the next several years. Because the above projects are estimates based
on previously obtained bids or assumptions, the Board will seek approval for spending as noted above plus 10%
contingency.
Motion #1: Approve spending of $61,278 for Parking Lot Resurfacing Phase II. Total spending includes estimate
plus 10% for contingencies.
Motion #2: Approve spending of $44,494 for Inside Restroom Remodeling. Total spending includes estimate plus
10% for contingencies.
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SBYC Shines

Heritage Fund

~ Martial Viens, Heritage Fund Chair

The dredging is finally
completed. What’s left is
to cap and seed the berm,
and a bit of cleanup. No
final cost of this project
has been determined as of
the last Board of Director
meeting. More on that will
come later.
For now, I wish all of you a
very Happy Thanksgiving.
We wish to thank the following members who
generously donated to the Heritage Fund/Dredging
Project:
Ted & Judy Billy
Paul & Sue Birch
Douglas Bloodgood
JoAnn Brennan
John Calvin
Jack & Brent Decker
Steve & Diane Dicken
Paul & Helen Drzyzga
Scott & Debra Filer
Carl Gladen
Steve Goodnow
Tom & Kathy Greenia
Don & Sarah Grivetti
Wayne & Sue Hilger
Dr. Walt Howland
Virginia Jarvi
Harry Leaver &
Brenda Guest
Fred & Mary Meyer
Mina Natzmer,
Father Patrick O’Connor
Neil & Lorri Oldenburg
Darrel Parks
Jack Peters
Jerry Preston
G. William & Mary Richart

~ PC Craig and Secretary Pam Murchison

On Saturday, October 12th, SBYC hosted a luncheon
for the Great Lakes Cruising Club as part of the
program for their annual meeting, 80th anniversary
and Change of Watch being held in Bay City. This is
a group whose
members spend
extensive time
cruising the
Great Lakes.
Members from
Minnesota,
Wisconsin,
Illinois,
Michigan, Ohio and Ontario were in attendance.
It was a beautiful day, manager Kraig and his staff
had the Clubhouse looking spiffy, the flowers were
still in bloom, Chefs Harry and Alice prepared an
exceptional lunch served perfectly by Kim and Mindy.
Although most of the boats were out of the water,
Chris Craft owners were delighted to see Sea Belle and
New Dawn smartly moored at the Club. In addition
Triton was docked at the guest dock making the club’s
sailors feel right at home.

Larry & Verna Rosenberg
Dr. Charles & Ellen Safley
Scott & Lynne Schropp
D. William & Mary Shaw
Jerry & Wanda Somalski
Trudy Tarnosky
Craig Taunt & Sue Benander
Robert & Megan Taylor
Lynn Weaver
Chris & Rebecca Weeks
Robert & Kay Winters
Bob & Dana Worthington
Anonymous
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After the lunch and for the remainder of the event
(held at the DoubleTree) , GLCC club members were
falling over themselves telling Pam & Craig what a
wonderful experience they had at SBYC. This, from
a group that has very high standards, was rewarding.
It was certainly a “red letter day” for our Yacht Club!

The Giving Tree
Don’t forget! The Giving Tree in the
Commodore’s Lounge is waiting to be
decorated with new, warm winter clothes
for infants, children, and teens. Jackets,
pants, scarves, gloves, hats, sweatshirts,
sweatpants, and slippers are all
welcome! Cheryl Becker will be
distributing the donations to needy
children in the Great Lakes Bay
Region! Thanks in advance!
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SBYC Board Minutes from 1968
~ PC Craig Murchison , SBYC Historian

Recently PC Paul & Sue Birch obtained the SBYC
Board minutes for the year 1968.
Ken Mack was Commodore, Bob Hafford was Vice
Commodore. Here are some interesting tidbits taken
from the minutes.
Memo from Commodore Mack prior to annual
meeting: He is worried about the future of the Club.
The average age of the membership is increasing,
where are the younger members? What happened
to the jammed parties? – learning the twist, goggling
the go-go girls, outspooking your buddies. What
policies do you want re: parties by outside groups,
subsidization or not of the dining room, even a
swimming pool, 18 hole golf course, sauna bath?
January 1968: SBYC Dept. of Sanitation has
nothing to report on its head or yours. What devices
the State will approve is completely up in the air.
Ontario is now off limits for undeviced heads.
February 4, 1968: Mr. Bill Pierce interviewed for
the job of part time Club manager. He is a 1962
graduate of MSU in hotel management. His full
time job is with GM. He would bring in a husband
and wife team to cook at the annual rate of $9000.
He would be paid $2,500 plus a per cent of the profit.
February 13, 1968: Harold Spaulding brought up
the question of membership cards to Honorary
members: five to Aetna cement, one each to Ivan
Trick of Meldrum Bay, the Essexville Chief of
Police, naval officers living in Bay City, the Coast
Guard chief, and Lee Staudacher.
March 12, 1968: Discussion was held as to the
feasibility of a connection between north and south
slips at the east end to create water flow for cleaner
slips. Also discussed was the feasibility of the Club
obtaining two Sabot type sailing dinghy’s and having a
sailing training class.
May 14, 1968: 20 amp electrical was installed at all
docks. This service was provided because any higher
amperage could prove dangerous if boats were not
properly protected with fuses. 30 amp dock circuit
breakers are available if the owners indicate that their
boats can handle the higher amperage.
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June 17, 1968: A plan was presented for the
installation of a sea wall at the north-west corner of
the north slip, which would extend from about the
first dock out into the river.
August 12, 1968: Fleet Captain Waugh presented
his ideas for SBYC sponsorship of a Tawas to
Tobermory race. This race could become an annual
affair and could provide for favorable publicity for
our Club.
Sept. 17, 1968: VC Hafford reported that the
application for a Sunday liquor sales permit has been
sent.
Nov. 13, 1968: The following notice from the Dept.
of Conservation was presented at the meeting.
Rule 502: No person shall operate a marine toilet
on a watercraft on the waters of this state so as to
discharge sewage into such waters.

Thank You!

~ Pam Murchison

A little thank you for a
lot of work.
An enthusiastic group of
members showed up on
a gray morning to remove
the annuals and clip and
transplant the perennials.
Special thanks to Jerry for the use of
the truck.
So much was accomplished that the
Spring Work Party will be able to
concentrate primarily (not exclusively)
on adding stone to the seawall and
working on the dry storage.
Prior to work day I had heard only
from folks telling me (cheerfully?)
that they would not be able to come
so the turnout was particularly
gratifying.
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Fall Work Party 2013
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Oktoberfest & Meet the Candidates 2013
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Oktoberfest & Meet the Candidates 2013
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