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From the Helm
~ Neil Oldenburg, Commodore UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

Octoberfest/
Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 18

Fall Work Party
 Saturday, October 19

SBYC Election Night
Friday, November 1

MSU/U of M Tailgate
Chili Cook-Off

Saturday, November 2

Christmas 
Decorating Party

 Saturday, November 16

SBYC Christmas Party
Saturday, December 7

SBYC Children’s 
Christmas Party

 Sunday, December 15

Hours:
Thursdays: 

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 2400
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
 Bar: 1200 - 1600

Lunch: 1200 - 1500

Greetings all!......Yet another month has passed and what a fun and busy 
month it has been.  September brought us the Family Fun Day on Labor Day 
weekend, the Holiday Cookout, the Golf  Outing, and the Liberty Harbor 

Rendezvous.  Now the days are getting shorter, 
the leaves are beginning to turn, and boats are 
departing the docks for their winter hibernation 
grounds.  

Work continues inside and out as October 
arrives.  We have scheduled a post dredging 
survey to determine if  any extra touch-up is 
needed and plans are being made to complete 
dredging on selected slips that were not dredged 
in phase 1.  Work has commenced on our drive 
entrance project that was approved last spring.  

Congratulations to our nominees for next year!  
Congrats for being nominated and a sincere 

thank-you for accepting and offering to serve!  The nominee slate has been 
posted and we will have a “Meet the Nominees” night on Friday, October 18th 
and election night will be Friday November 1st.  

The Fall Work Party is scheduled for Saturday Oct.19th, so come on out and 
give a hand in cleaning up and “winterizing” the club grounds.  Many hands 
make short work and the camaraderie is great!  

Once again the SBYC giving tree will be part of  our Fall/Winter activities so 
look for it and if  possible, donate some warm clothing to the needy children 
in our area.  Cheryl Becker has once again offered to lead this effort and her 
time and effort is sincerely appreciated.  

A warm welcome to Jac and Nadine Reijmer, as they were approved as new 
Social members at the last Board Meeting.  Be sure to introduce yourself  and 
give them that warm SBYC welcome we are so good at.  

The autumn season is upon us, and the boats are diminishing, but the fun, 
food and activities continue at the Club so come on out and bring your 
friends to enjoy all of  the SBYC events and dining.
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From the Vice Commodore
~ Craig Taunt, Vice Commodore

Greetings from the North and boy do I feel the cold 
North winds.  Many have pulled their boats and I 
am hoping for the last scenic cruise up the Saginaw 

River for a little color tour.  
October always has some 
great days to enjoy on the 
water.  

The events coming up 
are Meet the Nominees 
October 18th, SBYC 
Fall clean up on Saturday 
October 19th, SBYC 
election night November 
1st, and the MSU-U of  M 

chili cook off  on November 2nd.  Be sure to mark 
your calendars and make your reservations.  

Something to keep in mind, we are putting our boats 
away and we all pump out the holding tanks, some 
add the fuel stabilizer, but don’t forget the flame 
arrestor.  The inlet filters should be cleaned both 
water intake for engines, but also generator and A/C 
intakes, keep in mind zebra mussels are a bigger 
problem that what most people realize.  A couple 
steps should be done as well.  Lift up the hatches to 
the bilges and spray a little Clorox 2, this will help 
for smell and mold as moisture is there.  I also put 
2 ounces of  bleach in the water system and run 
throughout just in case, for warm storage, also to cold 
storage before the pink goes in.  

It has truly been a wonderful boating season even 
though the summer was short lived.  Many projects 
took place starting on January 2nd and are still active 
to this date.  My hat is off  to Commodore Neil 
Oldenburg, Don Weaver, Craig Murchison, Keith 
Anderson, Steve Goodnow and Jerry Somalski.  
These guys put in long hours to pull off  the dredging 
and permitting project that took over our club.  This 
was an overwhelming attempt to keep SBYC a true 
Yacht club.  We experienced very shallow fairways and 
even less in many slips.  This project totally took away 
from our remodel project, but we lost several boaters 
and full members because they lost faith in our ability 

to maintain safe depths for our boats.  We have felt 
the sting from the loss of  slip and membership fees.  
The work that this group accomplished helped save 
our club and most of  you have no idea how much 
they worked to do it.  

We can now focus on the building, a planning update 
will be posted on the bulletin board.  Please read and 
be involved with our club.  Both full membership 
and social memberships are important to SBYC and 
we welcome your suggestions.  A suggestion box will 
be available next month, drop in a note and tell us 
how you feel, you do not have to sign it, but do let us 
know.  

Last but not least, Kraig did a great job in getting 
through this, you have no idea how much heat he 
took because members were upset, but the smooth 
man that he is all is well.  Thanks

Heritage Fund Update
~ Martial Viens, Heritage Fund Chair

Some members have express concern over not 
knowing the amount needed to complete the dredging 

project, and are hesitant 
in making a donation. The 
survey, which I had hoped 
would be underway, is 
now scheduled to start in 
October. The thought is 
that boats will be moving to 
storage making the survey 
easier and more accurate.  

Hopefully, when the survey 
is completed we will all have 
the facts and figures needed 
to address the final costs. 
Having this information 
our members will have the 
knowledge needed to make 
a decision in helping finalize 
this project.

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and common interests in 
an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for 
generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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Rear Commodore Update
~ Bill Fletcher, Rear Commodore

Ok, how did October creep up on us?  Many things 
are happening this fall at SBYC.  The final phase 
of  slip dredging will start the second week of  this 
month.  It should take about 3 weeks to complete.  

The Fall Work party will 
take place during the 
dredging process.  Our 
projects should not get in 
the way of  the contractors.  
Then Pyramid Paving will 
pave the entryway and 
the east end of  South 
South (the area where the 
old blacktop has been 
removed).    

This fall’s work party will be Saturday October 19th.  
Please sign up to spend the morning with fellow Club 
members to prepare the SBYC grounds for another 
winter.  As usual, a great lunch will follow sponsored 
by the club.  Besides the usual flower bed preparation 
and cleanup tasks, we will be placing stone along the 
South South Seawall if  it will not interfere with the 
dredging contractors.  Look for the flyer.  We will be 
starting at 900 hours, and I hope to see you there to 
get our Club ready for another long winter.

“When the tides of life 
turn against you and 

the current upsets your 
boat, don’t waste those 

tears on what might 
have been, just lie on 
your back and float.”
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone, it seems that fall is certainly here 
with colors changing, and our vessels departing to 
hibernate for the winter.  There were several small 
groups of  members at the Club to take advantage of  
our good food and service.  Thanks to Dr. Sabourin 
for hosting the Center Avenue homeowners group.  
Also thanks to Meade and Janet Gougeon for 
bringing your business and friends for two gatherings 
in September.  Thanks to Ellen Robinson for bringing 
your event here.  Thank you to Guy and Stephanie 
Moulthrop for 
having your 
grandmother’s 
101st birthday 
and to Grant 
and Sandy 
Urband for 
utilizing the 
Club for the 
reunion party 
that you held 
here.  Thanks 
to Guy and Nancy Grieve 
for hosting the Delaney–
Gross rehearsal dinner.

Also in October, Chef  
Harry and waiter 
“Estaban” hosted the 
six course dinner at the 
Club won at this year’s 
Action Auction by Frank 
and Janet Whitley and 
Dr. Michael and Koleen 
Holland.  The evening 
was beautiful and the 
food and wine were outstanding.  This is the second 
year we have served the quartet and upon leaving for 
the evening they all said they will see us again next 
year.  Wow, that was either a huge compliment or a 
challenge to see who will be dining with Chef  Harry 
and “Estaban.”  

If  you have been to the Club recently you may have 
noticed that the entrance has been pulverized along 
with the southwest drive that was deteriorating due 
to the multitude of  speed bumps that father time had 

created.  Thanks to the efforts of  Vice Commodore 
Craig Taunt and Rear Commodore Bill Fletcher, the 
project is a reality.  

Once the pulverizing was done we had to re-do 
the sensors that open the gates for safety purposes.  
Through VC Taunt’s observations and experiences 
were able to purchase the proper sensors that will 
last for many years to come.  Thanks to VC Craig 
Taunt, Jack Peters and Darrell Parks for your time and 
efforts installing the sensors and making sure they 
worked properly. 

In the grand scheme of  projects once the dredging is 
completed and the berms have been capped we will 
then have Pyramid Paving back to apply the asphalt to 
the drive project.  

In October our hours and days of  operation begin 
to change.  Please refer to the schedule on the front 
of  the Masthead.  Also in an effort to accommodate 
our friends with the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron the 
Club will be open to all of  our members on Thursday 
November 11, 2013.
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Since 2006 the members of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht 
Club have supported the young people of  the 
Saginaw Bay Region by donating winter clothes in 
preparation for the cold Michigan winter.  In all 
honesty, when we started this project no one thought 
the desperate needs of  those less fortunate would 

continue and unfortunately 
increase over the ensuing 
years.  Our members have 
overwhelming supported this 
effort in the past and it is now 
time to ask for your support 
again for Christmas 2013.

Once again we are in need 
of  new, warm winter clothes 
for infants, children, and 

teens.  Jackets, pants, scarves, gloves, hats etc. are 
all welcomed and appreciated.  Additionally, last 
year there was a request for warm indoor clothes as 
well.  Sweatshirts, sweatpants, and slippers are also 
welcomed.  Members who do not want to personally 
shop for these items can choose to have me shop for 
them.  Simply write a check to me (Cheryl Becker), 
drop it off  at the Club or send it and I will shop the 
sales, send you the receipts, and in most cases forward 
a picture of  what you donated.  Our goal is and 
always has been to help as many kids as possible. 

This years’ campaign will begin now and continue 
until the night of  the Annual Christmas Party. That 
allows enough time to distribute the donations before 
the holiday rush.  The items will be divided and 
distributed to at least one non-profit agency in each 
of  the tri-counties.  The Giving Tree will be in the 
Commodores Lounge and will be filled with your 
gifts.

So as this holiday season approaches, try to remember 
those in our community that are in need of  the 
simplest of  necessities – warm clothes for the winter.  
Your generosity in the past has overwhelmed the 
agencies we help.  

Let’s make the Giving Tree 2013 the best one ever!   

The Giving Tree
~ Cheryl Becker

Proposed By-Law Change
~ Troy Kraemer, Director
Members! We have an upcoming meeting on 
November 1st, 2013, which is Election Night. At that 
meeting, the Board of  Directors is going to present 

a proposed By-Laws change, 
and we wanted to provide you 
a glimpse of  what that change 
entails here in our Masthead. 

Currently, the board is allowed 
by the SBYC by-laws to vote 
and approve capital expenditures 
up to $10,000. Any capital 
expenditure above $10,000 

requires membership approval by vote at either the 
annual meeting, a scheduled meeting such as election 
night, or if  the expenditure requires swift approval, 
a special membership meeting. The value of  $10,000 
was set long ago when its value was high enough to 
cover most capital expenditures such as a new freezer, 
pump out system, or air conditioning unit. However, 
as time has passed, and the consumer price index has 
risen, this value is no longer sufficient to cover such 
expenditures. Using the United States Department 
of  Labor’s calculator for the consumer price index, 
$10,000 in 1987 is the same as $20,587 in 2013. 

The board has discussed this capital expenditure limit 
and identified concerns that $10,000 is not sufficient 
to cover the cost of  expenditures it was originally 
meant for, as described above. For example, suppose 
an air conditioner unit fails and requires replacement, 
and the expenditure for the unit and labor is greater 
than $10,000. The board would have to arrange a 
special membership meeting for a vote approval to 
spend the money to replace the unit. 

The board has discussed the capital expenditure 
limit, and has made a proposal to increase the current 
$10,000 to $20,000. It is felt that this increased value 
is sufficient to not only provide the ability to manage 
the clubs expenditure needs today, but also for the 
foreseeable future.

This proposed change will be presented at the 
Election Night meeting, and will be mailed to the 
membership with a ballot as well. If  you are present 
at the Election Night meeting, you can vote at that 
time. If  you are unable to attend the Election Night 
meeting, please take the time to review the change 
and offer your vote by mail in ballot. Thank you!
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SBYC Board of Director Nominee Bios
FLAG OFFICERS
Commodore
Craig Taunt (2003) Sea Tease.  I have been in 
boating since 1985, graduating to Great Lakes boating 
in 1991, by taking a trip to Caseville with a friend 
in Augres.  I was hooked that weekend for good. I 
bought a 30 foot Larson and could not wait to travel 
to Caseville and meet my friends over there.  When 
we left there were small craft warnings out and I did 
not know what that meant, what a trip,6 foot waves 
with a beam sea,   That is when I signed up for Coast 
Guard Classes.  I traveled Lake Huron and North 
Channel, most weekends SEA TEASE was not in 
port.  Moved on to Saginaw Bay Yacht Club in 2004, 
and became active in my new port that I truly am 
proud of. After going through a change in life, Sue 
came on board as a First Mate, boating has even 
become more enjoyable. I worked many maintenance 
projects since becoming a member.  Became a Board 
Member of  SBYC 4 years ago, and now I can say I 
am proud to serve you as Commodore.

Vice Commodore
Bill Fletcher (1981) Full Member.  Finance, Credit 
and Lease Manager for Wieland International Trucks 
here in the Tri-Cities.  I’m currently the Club’s Rear 
Commodore, Co-Chair of  the Grounds Committee 
and a member of  the Dredge Committee.  I’ve seen 
a lot of  change in the 32 years of  membership at 
SBYC.  One thing that is constant though, is great 
members dedicated to friendship and boating.  We 
have a lot of  work in front of  us to ensure the 
sustainability of  our 119 year old Club.  As Vice-
Commodore, I’d look forward to working with 
the Directors and Flag Officers to be financially 
responsible in our efforts to improve the Club for the 
future.

Rear Commodore 
Pam Murchison (1993) The Shot Rock – NN10 
– Captain PC Craig.  Although I had anticipated a 
possible call to continue as Secretary, the request to 
run for Rear Commodore had me telling PC Weaver 
“this I’ll have to think about.”  I am retired from 23 
years of  teaching chemistry at CMU and 19 years 
as the Resource Consultant at The Arc of  Midland..  
My primary goal is to assure that members enjoy 
spending time at SBYC, on their boats and in the 
clubhouse, and that they look forward to returning 
here after cruising.  I would like to encourage more 
participation of  the membership on committees 
so that activities and decisions can more accurately 
reflect that wishes of  the whole group.  I am currently 
Secretary to the Board of  Directors of  SBYC.  I 
have served as President two Midland groups, the 
American Association of  University Women and The 
Arc and am currently Secretary of  the Helping Hands 
Dental Clinic which I played a leadership role in 
founding.  I would plan to be accessible to members 
and to continue my interest in the grounds and my 
efforts with the flowers.

2013 SBYC BALLOT
Election Night is Friday, November 2, 2012
FLAG OFFICERS - One Year Term

COMMODORE
Craig Taunt

VICE COMMODORE
William Fletcher

REAR COMMODORE
Pam Murchison

TREASURER
Diane Dicken

SECRETARY
Steve Goodnow

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - Two Year Term
VOTE FOR UP TO FIVE

Dr. Michael Holland (Incumbent)
Troy Kraemer (Incumbent)
Martial Viens (Incumbent)
Julie Humbert
David Klippert
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SBYC Board of Director Nominee Bios

Secretary 
Steve Goodnow (2006)  Bayhawk.  Parts Manager 
with Andersons Service Centers, Inc., Marine 
Division.  I have enjoyed serving on the Board, 
chairing the Membership Committee, and serving 
on the Auction and Dredge Committees.  I value my 
SBYC friends.  It has been my duty and privilege to 
give back, to do my part, with the support of  the 
membership, to promote the growth and success of  
the Club by serving on the Board.  I agreed to be 
nominated for the position of  Secretary for the same 
reason.  Specifically, I am interested, to the extent it 
is possible, in preserving the treasured, traditional 
activities that long time members have enjoyed.  At 
the same time, I recognize that some change is 
necessary to reflect the changing culture we are all 
a part of.  Saginaw Bay Yacht Club is, after all, a 
business operating in a market that has and continues 
to change.  
As a Club, we will have to adapt to our changing 
market environment to remain strong.  The bottom 
line is, we need to keep it fun, keep the Club on 
sound financial footings, continue to maintain and 
upgrade our facilities, and continue to work hard 
to attract new members.  At the same time, it is 

Treasurer
Diane Dicken (2001) Marie Nicole II.  Steve and 
I have been active boating members of  SBYC for 
the past 11 years.  We continue to enjoy use of  the 
Clubhouse, and attend numerous social events, 
but most importantly have formed new and lasting 
friendships here.  The past three years I have 
served as your club Treasurer, Chair of  the Finance 
Committee, participated in Work Parties, served on 
the Social, House and Finance Committees, as well as 
being the spouse of  a Past Commodore.  I recently 
retired after almost 36 years in Finance at Dow 
Chemical, the past 10 years in Financial Reporting 
for Business Vice Presidents.  Private clubs continue 
to face difficult financial challenges in our current 
economic environment.  I believe my extensive 
experience will allow me to serve SBYC well, working 
with Club leadership and management, to plan and 
responsibly manage SBYC’s financial resources, as 
well as establish financial operating discipline to 
ensure that the short and long term goals of  our club 
are met.    

FLAG OFFICERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

important to take a moment to be thankful for the 
hard work put forth by the SBYC members who have 
come before us.  
It is our time to serve and make certain we pass along 
a Club that is vibrant, sustainable, and remains an 
important part of  the Great Lakes Bay Region.  I am 
honored to be included in such a well-qualified group 
of  nominees.  The future of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht 
Club is indeed bright.   

Michael H. Holland, DPM (1993) I was born in 
Oak Park, Michigan, a small suburb of  Detroit. My 
wife, Kolene, and I moved to Bay City in 1987 to start 
my private podiatric practice in Michigan.  I built my 
practice from one office in Harrison, Michigan to, 
eventually, 5 offices throughout MidMichigan.  Now, 
heading towards retirement, I still have 2 offices: one 
in Bay City and one in Alma.

 For the last 17 years I have been Vice President and 
Scientific Chairman for the Northeast Division of  the 
Michigan Podiatric Medical Association.  As Scientific 
Chair , I direct two divisional continuing education 
meetings per year, attended by approximately 150 
people.

Since 1994 I have been a full member of  SBYC and I 
have been a dockholder for the past three years.  Most 
of  you only know me as “Joey’s (our English Crème 
Golden Retriever) Dad.”  These last two years as a 
board member has given me the opportunity to use 
my “gift of  gab” and my business sense to enhance 
SBYC’s longevity.  I look forward to continuing my 
affiliation as a board member in the future.

Martial Viens (1999). Retired from General Motors. 
Education B.A. from University of  Michigan.  
Current Chairman of  the Heritage Fund.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my short (1 yr.) term on the 
Board of  Directors.  It is my hope to be able to 
continue with a full term and help bring the dredging 
project to a completion. Looking ahead we see the 
first phase of  clubhouse improvements that needs to 
be addressed.  I would like to see the Heritage Fund 
as an avenue of  revenue to see this needed work 
come about.  Thanking you in advance in allowing 
me to continue as Director and Chair of  the Heritage 
Fund.
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SBYC Board of Director Nominee Bios
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Troy Kraemer (2006), Mississippi Queen, SS-
48, First Mate – Janie Kraemer, Nurse at Detroit 
Children’s Hospital.  I am a Technical Specialist for 
Engine Performance at AVL, an Austrian company 
specializing in research and development of  engines.  
I’m just completing my first term serving on the 
Board of  Directors for the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  
In the course of  my term, I’ve been witness to, 
and am proud to have helped the club through the 
difficult process of  preparing for a large expenditure 
on club improvements, and then the even more 
difficult process of  redirecting that effort to the 
dredging activity in order to preserve the usefulness 
of  our club.  My activities in this effort primarily 
focused on the support of  our Commodore in his 
communications and letters to our membership for 
this enormous undertaking.  As a member of  the By-
Laws committee I also I lead the efforts to change 
the by-laws on two occasions.  I consider myself  a 
“freshman” if  you will with regards to the Board of  
Directors duties.  I mean that in the sense that it takes 
some time to understand the workings of  the club, 
how it’s managed, what concerns the Board must 
deal with, and how those concerns are addressed.  
I’ve learned much in my first term, which will prove 
useful as I deepen my commitment of  helping the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club maintain is ability to serve 
our members in the best way possible.  Should you 
see fit to elect me to a second term as a Director, I 
will continue this commitment in any way I’m asked 
to serve.

Julie Humbert (2001) Sailing and the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club are my favorite recreations. I have been 
sailing for about 30 years.  I was blessed to meet Dale 
16 years ago when I bought my own sailboat (Devine 
Intervention).  We have been members of  SBYC for 
about 14 years, first as social members then 6 years 
ago we became full dock holding members.  Now we 
wonder why we waited so long to bring ‘Enchant’ to 
the club.  The club atmosphere and the friendships 
constantly create miles of  smiles.  Dale and I have 
enjoyed many of  the club activities as well as the 
beautiful landscape and oh, the flowers.  I enjoy 
keeping our gardens blossoming, minus the weeds.  
Max, our dog, enjoys the club and all the people that 
give him attention. 

I have been blessed with a gratifying career in Cardiac 
Diagnostics, having my own business for over 20 
years.  I was chairperson of  a very busy ministry 
at our church for 15 years.  I enjoy being involved 
and getting people excited about doing, helping and 
joining. 

David J. Klippert (2008) Affirmed.  My wife Beth 
and I have been active boaters most of  our lives.  
Our daughters, Anna (16) and Emily (13), share our 
love of  the water and boating lifestyle and we have 
many family memories on the boat.  Our family also 
enjoys the SBYC and we have had the opportunity to 
meet and get to know many other members of  the 
Club over the years.  We have remarked many times 
that of  all the private clubs in the area, the SBYC is, 
without doubt, the most welcoming.  I am a practicing 
attorney with Braun Kendrick focusing on corporate 
law, business/commercial transactions, estate planning 
and probate/trust administration.  I currently serve 
as Chairman of  the firm’s Executive Committee and 
Managing Partner.  I believe this leadership experience 
will help me serve as an effective Board member. 
Like many other members of  the Club, I am very 
interested in its continued success.  This depends on 
maintaining an active membership and the ability to 
attract and keep new members.  As a Board member I 
will strive to focus on these areas.
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