SEPTEMBER 2013

From the Helm

~ Neil Oldenburg, Commodore

Greetings all!
Many of our fleet is returning from their summer trips and all have
interesting stories of their travels. It sure is nice to have all retuning to port
and sharing stories and comparing weather and the various ports that were
visited.
On a sad note, the daylight hours are getting
shorter which is telling us our season is
changing again. It seems that we sort of
got cheated this summer with a late start so
hopefully we get a true Indian Summer that will
somewhat extend our season.
By the time of this posting we will already have
had the Family Fun Day and the Labor Day
Holiday Cookout. I hope you had a chance
to come out and enjoy the events. You still
have time to attend the “5th Occasional” Golf
Outing however, to be held at the Bay County
Golf Course on Sunday, September 8th at 11:45
a.m. It is $20.00 per person but limited to the first 24 to sign up, so time is
limited! Also, a reminder of the Liberty Harbor Rendezvous to be held FriSun Sept. 20-22. This has always been a good way to sort of ‘wrap up’ the
boating season.
A special welcome going out to Raymond & Sue Bush from Midland. They
were recently voted in as new Social members at the last Board Meeting. Be
sure to introduce yourself and give them that great SBYC welcome that we
are so good at. Welcome aboard Raymond and Sue!
Continue to utilize the Club and enjoy all it has to offer, and encourage your
friends to do the same. Looking forward to seeing all of you!

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club: We are a unique community of
individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship
and mutual respect. A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water
and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:
Golf Outing
Sunday, September 8
Liberty Harbor
Rendezvous
Fri. - Sun., Sept. 20-22
Octoberfest/
Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 18
Fall Work Party
Saturday, October 19
SBYC Election Night
Friday, November 1
MSU/U of M Tailgate
Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, November 2

Hours:
Wednesdays &
Thursdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Fridays &
Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2200
Sundays:
Breakfast: 0800 - 1200
Bar: 1200 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner:
0130 - 1930

Heritage Fund

~ Martial Viens, Heritage Fund Chair

A survey has been slated to assess the dredging that
has been completed and to determine what is left to
complete the project. The
year is winding down and
the club is looking forward
to completing as much as
possible before cold weather
sets in, and not have a great
amount of work facing us
in the spring. With that in
mind, I would ask that you
to make your donation to
the Heritage Fund and help
wrap this project up.
We wish to thank the following members who
generously donated to the Heritage Fund/Dredging
Project:
Ted & Judy Billy
Paul & Sue Birch
Douglas Bloodgood
JoAnn Brennan
John Calvin
Jack & Brent Decker
Steve & Diane Dicken
Paul & Helen Drzyzga
Scott & Debra Filer
Carl Gladen
Steve Goodnow
Tom and Kathy Greenia
Don & Sarah Grivetti
Wayne & Sue Hilger
Dr. Walt Howland
Virginia Jarvi
Fred and Mary Meyer
Mina Natzmer,
Father Patrick O’Connor
Neil & Lorri Oldenburg
Darrel Parks
Jack Peters
Jerry Preston
G. William & Mary Richart

Larry & Verna Rosenberg
Dr. Charles & Ellen Safley
Scott & Lynne Schropp
D. William & Mary Shaw
Jerry & Wanda Somalski
Trudy Tarnosky
Craig Taunt & Sue Benander
Robert and Megan Taylor
Lynn Weaver
Chris & Rebecca Weeks
Robert & Kay Winters
Bob & Dana Worthington
Anonymous
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~ Steve Goodnow, Dredging Committee Member

Although we all have been busy with vacations,
cruises, and shorter boat trips, it is time to think ahead
about the second (fall) phase of our ongoing effort
to properly dredge our basins
and slips.  In spite of wet
weather (and other unforeseen
difficulties) we were able to
dredge all occupied slips (and
a few spares), and most of
our basins this spring and
early summer.  I, along with all
the members of the Dredge
Committee and the Board,
would like to thank everyone
for their patience with the dredge effort thus far.  It
hasn’t been easy.
Phase II will begin as soon as possible after the boats
are out of the water this fall.  We will survey the
slips and basins to identify dredged areas that need
touching up and how deep we want to go on the slips
and basin areas that haven’t been touched.  Kraig
Kubik, our very able General Manager, is working
on getting our larger berm fully filled and topped
off with clean soil so it can be seeded.  We will then
deposit spoils from our fall dredging in our smaller
berm.  Even though we have accomplished a great
deal, we have a ways to go to complete this project
this fall.  I believe all of us want very much to
complete this project this fall.
With what we have already spent, and what it looks
like we will need this fall, we still need to meet the
match to finish funding this project in the best way
for the good of the Club.  We were extremely lucky
to have a member offer a substantial matching
pledge and we need to take full advantage of this
offer.  Please contact our Heritage Fund Chair, Martial
Viens, at 810-240-0152 (cell) or 810-635-9086 to
get more information about MEETING OUR
MATCH.  Together we can do this.  I look forward to
seeing all of you at our Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.
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From the Manager’s Desk

Masthead Highlights

Where has our summer gone? It seems our season
amounted to two months instead of four to five
months. I wanted to recognize and thank Jerry
and Annette Crete for bringing us their son Jay’s
graduation party (130 in attendance) here on Sunday
August 4th. I would like to
thank JoAnne Brennan for
sponsoring her granddaughter
Kellie’s engagement party here at
the Club on Sunday the 18th. I
would also like to acknowledge
Fred and Mary Ann Meyers
for giving us the opportunity
to serve your family at the loss
of Mary Ann’s brother in law.
Thank you again to Dr. Carter Burns for sponsoring
Cibavision’s dinner meeting here at the Club for the
second time.

This issue of the Masthead has some special
highlights.

I was asked by the Docks and Grounds Committee
to mention once again something about taking care
of the real estate in front of dock holders slips in
an effort to keep our Club looking inviting. More
specifically, weeding in the rocks in front of the
seawalls. The Committees expressed concerns with
our maintenance staff spraying round up in the stone
beds. Everyone’s help in keeping the lawn clear and
free of hoses, pet anchors, rocks etc. so they don’t
get caught in our lawnmower becoming projectiles
that could damage boats, would be appreciated.
Also, a reminder to our dock holders that all dock
boards (supports) are to be removed in the fall by the
respective dock holders.

Share your travel stories and/or photographs, too!
Simply send to Lynn Weaver at lynn9117@gmail.com.
If you need help with the writing, she would be happy
to help! Just call her at 989-737-9117.

~ Kraig Kubik , General Manager

~ Lynn Weaver, Masthead Editor

SBYC Memories
You will enjoy a blast from the past as Wayne and
Sue Hilger graciously share a story they wrote
documenting their son’s first sailing trip – 32 years
ago! Please consider sharing your favorite memories
with your fellow SBYC members via the Masthead!
Tall Ship Photos
This issue also includes more Tall Ship photographs
compliments of Doug Bloodgood. They photos were
too cool not to include in this issue!
Member Travels
Craig Murchison’s articles are always a favorite of this
editor! Check out what Craig and Pam has been up to
this summer – complete with photos and maps!

See you at the Club

PC Steve Dicken found a new friend while
visiting Harbor Springs this summer!
Share your photos in the Masthead, too!
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SBYC Memories ...
A mere 32 years ago, Wayne and Sue Hilger, along with their infant son, headed for a summer boat cruise.
Wayne said, “Being in the North Channel this summer prompted me to remember our son Grant’s first summer in
the Channel. Grant was 3 1/5 weeks old when we started out from SBYC in 1981.”
Wayne documented that cruise and submitted it to the first Pearson Yachts Regional Cruising Contest. The Hilger’s
story was selected as the winner in the Lake Central Region and was published in an issue of the PEARSON LOG.
Below is the original submission … enjoy!

Pearson Cruise
Following the annual overnight race from Bay
City, Michigan to Tawas, our Pearson 10M,
“ELUSIVE,” was converted into a nursery; the
racing crew having been exchanged for my 3 ½
week old son Grant, and my wife Sue. With our
young son secure in a pipe berth with side boards
when underway, we ventured up the Michigan
shore to Rogers City and then across Lake Huron
to the North Channel in Ontario, Canada. Some
fog and one day of heavy sea were experienced,
but for the most part, perfect weather followed us
wherever we traveled.
After the customs check-in at Meldrum Bay, we
sailed to a lodge at the end of beautiful Bayfield
Sound, where we spent a couple of days with my
folks and some friends from Alabama. Several
boats from our yacht club were there, and the
journey down the long sound proved to be very
rewarding. A couple we know flew their airplane
into a nearby airstrip, and the five of us departed
to spend a few days anchoring out.
Arriving at Fox Island, we were able to anchor
and tie to shore. This enabled us to step right off
our Pearson 10M to a granite ledge even with her
5’ 11” draft. Just 4 feet from the “ELUSIVE,”
the ledge rose far above mast height, offering a

most spectacular view of the area which is loaded
with tall rocks emerging from very deep water.
One beautiful afternoon as our guests were
preparing for their trip home, we flew from Gore
Bay to Mackinac Island just as the lead boats in
the Port Huron to Mackinac race were crossing
the finish line. We were able to take some great
aerial photographs as we flew through the fleet.
Our son, over a month old at that time, slept on
the plane both ways and wasn’t nearly as excited
as his father was.
After several days of anchoring in the Benjamin
Islands, we reflected on the length of time our
Pearson allows us to enjoy away from docks
and busy harbors. On the Oak Bay, where we
became the beginning of an 8 boat anchored
raft with friends. At this unique anchorage, we
spent the afternoon and evening partying, fishing,
swimming and even water skiing behind our 15
horsepower inflatable.
As vacations cannot last forever, we had to start
sailing home. Our fantastic 3 week trip ended
on a high note with a 75 mile spinnaker run back
along the Michigan shore from Harrisville to our
berth at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club near Bay
City.
Wayne, Sue, & Grant Hilger
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Cruising the Bruce
~ PC Craig Murchison and Secretary Pam Murchison

The Bruce Peninsula, that body of land that juts northward out of southern Ontario, results in Georgian Bay being
a special part of Lake Huron. The small towns along the Bruce, while having ample tourist trade, are not tee shirt
and fudge cities but towns with their own modest economic viability. They are interesting towns, each with its own
uniqueness. This is one of the favorite cruising grounds of The Shot Rock because the towns are interesting, the
water is deep, the east side is protected by high cliffs and most towns have
ample establishments to make for a gourmet cruise!
We had not done this cruise for a few years so it was time to go back.
Usually the best cruise plan is to go from SBYC to Port Austin to
Kincardine on the Bruce. The town has special significance to me as
my grandmother was born there and lived there until her marriage to my
grandfather. The harbor is maintained by the Kincardine YC which is
mostly a sailing club with friendly people. The harbor is totally protected
and looks out on Lake Huron with great sunsets. One time I was sitting on
the bridge of our boat looking out on the Lake when I spotted a water
spout coming right towards the harbor. Getting out the video camera, I
started filming stating that if I survived I would send the footage to the
local TV station. I did survive (the water spot hit land about 3 miles up
doing extensive damage) but never sent the film to the TV station. We
wanted out of there! One unique feature of Kincardine is that THE
PHANTOM PIPER toasts the boaters every evening but Saturday from
the Lighthouse at sundown. On Saturday evening, the pipe band marches
up to the end of Main Street, turns around and marches back to the City
park while onlookers fall in behind!
This year, because of predicted bad weather, we did not go to Kincardine
but went directly from SBYC to Port Elgin, 20 nm north of Kincardine.
Port Elgin harbor also looks out directly on the Lake with the same beautiful sunsets. The harbor is not quite as
protected as Kincardine but not a problem. Transients are often put “on the wall” at Port Elgin. It is common for
visitors from the nearby amusement park and beach to walk by your boat and strike up a conversation. As a boater
you are part of the town’s entertainment. The town of Port Elgin is not much but it is the home to the greatest
schnitzel restaurant you will ever enjoy – Andre’s. A schnitzel dish for every taste. Our problem is that we can’t
get away from ordering the same dish every time. While Port Elgin is not much, Southampton, 4 nm north, is why
we stop at PE (in addition to Andre’s). It is a beautiful bicycle ride along the Lake on a safe bike path from PE to
Southampton. Alternatively if the
seas are calm, it is a great dinghy
ride. There are a few transient docks
at Southampton but we have never
thought much of staying there. After
a great bike ride don’t miss a beer
with fish & chips at Duffy’s (most
SBYCer’s would never pass that up).
Southampton does provide shopping
for first mates that are in need of
retail therapy.
[Above is the Chantry Island Light at the entrance to Southampton]
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“Cruising the Bruce”
continues on next page ...
September 2013

Cruising the Bruce - continued
Our next stop is Tobermory on “tip of the Bruce” as they say. You want to be very careful to pick out a good day
to run because there are NO “bailout” ports during these low water years on this lee shore!
It is an exciting place. Made up of two well protected harbors, you can sometimes walk the streets without hearing
any English spoken. Many tour buses come here with tourists ready to view shipwrecks, unusual rock formations,
and see the beautiful nearby islands. Yachtsmen from all over the Great
Lakes will be here also making it interesting. I like to plan to get here
about noon so as to get a good docking spot otherwise I might find myself
self backing down a 140’ channel between two rows of boats in a strong
crosswind or worse rafted off a dive boat planning to leave at 7AM. There
is good bicycling here from one harbor to the other. A great swimming spot
at the entrance to what is called Big Tub Harbor if you are up to a VERY
refreshing experience. There are a number of unique shops including some
displaying very well done art. If you are on the gourmet cruise, the place to
Little Tub Harbor
eat is the patio of the Grand View restaurant waiting for the ferry to arrive
from Manitoulin Island as the sun sets.
Eighteen miles east of Tobermory, is Wingfield Basin, one of the better anchoring spots on this cruise. This is
completely protected harbor with a buoyed channel leading you into it. Do not attempt to navigate it when there
is a large following sea. It can be a wee bit
tight. Once in, you are protected from the sea
but due to low lying ground around the harbor
winds can be a problem.
The next stop down the Bruce and the first
one on the west side is Lyon’s Head, 16 miles
from Wingfield. This is a nice harbor with
a beautiful view of the spectacular cliffs that
make up the sides of the bay. There is nice
park in the harbor and a good hiking trail along
the cliffs (part of the Bruce trail) for those
adventurous and younger than P & C. Like
most of Canada, people are polite and welcoming. One year we needed an extra bike. No problem, the guy behind
the bar loaned us his. There are good food and drink to be had but not gourmet. Gourmet here is “Gourmet on
Boat” at which Pam excels. Some years we have met up with the Georgian Sailing Club races. We watch them head
out in the morning, pass them during the day and again watch them come into the next port in the evening.
South of Lyon’s Head is a relatively large sound called
Melville Sound. There are a number of smaller bays
off of Melville Sound, at least one of which will
provide good anchorage regardless of wind direction.
Also the next bay south, Colpoy’s Bay has a number
of suitable anchorages around islands at the mouth of
the bay. Wiarton marks the south end of the Bruce
Peninsula and is at the head of Colpoy’s Bay, one of
the most beautiful semi-enclosed bodies of water on
the entire upper lakes. Its harbor, formed by a dredged
basin back of a protecting breakwater, provides very
“Cruising the Bruce” continues on next page ...
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Cruising the Bruce - continued
adequate lying for vessels of deepest draft. This is mostly a sailing community. Power boats should slow down to
essentially no wake at least ½ mil from the marina. Your wake can follow you in to the harbor, causing sailboats to
rock back and forth, touching masts in some cases. I didn’t do this one year. As a result, I was not very popular.
The bay is fun to dinghy around. Wiarton has even less to offer than Lyon’s Head with regard to dining, so more
“Gourmet on Boat” is in order. Oh well, life is tough!
Owen Sound is the metropolis of the Georgian Bay area and is situated at the bottom end of an inlet of the same
name. It is an industrial town but has gourmet dining so gourmet off boat returns to our cruise. One of our
favorite spots is Norma
Jean’s, in which the
owners display tons
of Marilyn Monroe
memorabilia they have
collected over the
years. The food is great
also. The marina in
town (Georgian Shores
Marina) is well along in
their rebuilding program.
They try to attract
boaters to their marina by
offering what we found
to be the cheapest marina
fuel in Canada (diesel
$4.82/gal). Wow, what a
break!
Our final stop on this
part of our cruise was
Thornbury. While not
really on the Bruce, it
is close enough so as
not to miss. The town
is a weekend getaway
for folks from Toronto
both summer and winter
(Blue Mountain skiing).
As a result the town can
support a number of fine
dining restaurants and
nice shops. No gourmet
on boat here. One place which is good but not gourmet, is the DAM PUB (built next to a dam). The attraction is
an inventory of 630 whiskeys. Five hundred of which are from Scotland. You can order a whiskey as a dram or
a nip. I didn’t know where to start so I ordered the local beer. (I know some of you are saying boo – hiss). Our
favorite restaurant is Sisi’s on Main. We got to know the manager so well that he started giving us free deserts!
Both Owen Sound and Thornbury have great bike trails.
After 3 days, Georgian Bay was calm again and we headed for Killarney, 100 nm north. The cruise around the
Bruce was peaceful and relaxing which is what boating should be. We intend to do it again in the near future.
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Tawas Rendezvous 2013
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Tawas Rendezvous 2013
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Tawas Rendezvous 2013
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Tall Ships 2013

Appledore

Denis Sullivan

Pathfinder
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Tall Ships 2013

Lynx

Madeline
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Tall Ships 2013

Niagara

Peacemaker
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Tall Ships 2013

Playfair

Pride of Baltimore
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Tall Ships 2013
Unicorn

Sorlandet
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