
A U G U S T  2 0 1 4From the Helm
~ Craig Taunt, Commodore

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Breakfast: 0800 - 1200

Bar: 0800 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

1330 - 1930

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Game Night

 Saturday, August 16

“Picture This” Night
Saturday, August 23

Family Fun Day
 Sunday, August 31

Labor Day Cookout
Monday, September 1

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, September 6

SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, September 7

- continued on page 2 

Greetings from the North, and I hope you are having the best of  the best 
summers. I know it has been special for us with club activities and a few 
short weekend getaways.  

We were able to make the wall on the river for one of  the very best firework 
shows I have ever seen. Friends and family were able to make it along with 

boaters from SBYC.  Saturday morning was our 
traditional 4th of  July toast to our Independence 
and proud to be a member of  SBYC.  This was 
emotional for me, but here is the rest of  the story. 
After breakfast I sat and sipped on a cup of  coffee 
by myself, and I caught a glimpse of  a man in an 
Amigo Cart coming down from the Doubletree 
Hotel (I’d guess him to be in his 60’s).  He moved 
ever so slow down halfway to the river and turned 
north.  In each hand he held two helium balloons, 
and as he held them to his chest, he gave each 
balloon a kiss and gently and slowly let them go.  I 
knew this meant something very special to him. I 

walked over to him, introduced myself, and said “Pardon me, sir, but what 
you just did must be very special to you.”  He looked at me, tears in his eyes, 
and said, “yes it is” in a slurred reply.  “I suffer from Muscular Scleroses,” 
he said in a crying speech to me.  “In 2008 I lost my best friend and the 
love of  my life to polio on this very day, July the 5th.  Every year I come 
back and let the balloons go.  For years we would come down to this spot to 
watch Bay City’s fireworks, and this started way before the Hotel was built.  
The highlight of  our life was to watch these fireworks, and then, she was 
gone.”  I had my own tears at this time; in fact 
I’m a little emotional now as I write this.  He 
and I talked for a while and I learned that he was 
a volunteer for several organizations and that is 
what helped him keep going.  We shook hands 
and I told him I would keep an eye out for him.  
I went back to my boat and thought, “this is a 
proud American, severely handicapped, and yet 
gives to his country.”  I sat down with Sue, and 
we talked for a while, and then went for a long 
walk.  When we got back, my daughter came 
over and gave her dad a big hug.  I know this 
was the best 4th of  July I have ever had.  
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From the Rear Commodore
~ Pam Murchison , Rear Commodore

From the Helm
- continued from page 1
The Tawas Rendezvous was awesome, 17 boats, and 
5 couples drove up to be with us Saturday evening.  
As people gathered at about 5:00 PM most everyone 
remarked how gorgeous the view was from the outer 
wall.  You could see from the south that a storm was 
brewing, I said my prayer in hope that the rain would 
hold off  for a while.  At 6:00 PM, Past Commodore 
Neil blew the conch shell to “let the festivities begin,” 
and begin they did.  A long line of  gourmet food 
was on the tables, everyone brought their best.  As 
I toasted the large crowd as Commodore, the pride 
I felt was overwhelming.  At that point, I presented 
Vice Commodore Bill Fletcher his insignia for his 
upcoming year.  We all lined up, grabbed a plate, and 
enjoyed a buffet fit for royalty.  And yes, the rain held 
off  for about an hour; we were not finished, but close.  
Look at the pictures, you can see we had a blast.  

The planning is ongoing with the restroom 
renovations, and parking lot lights are on order.  With 
the Consumers Energy rebate for changing to L.E.D 
lights, and the reduced energy usage, the new lights 
will pay for them self  in less than one year.  The roof  
replacement and H.V.A.C. is in the planning for the 
2015 year (for phase one of  three).  The parking lot 
is now complete with the striping.  The traffic flow is 
the same but the vertical parking will make it much 
easier to maneuver.  

There is a winter SBYC rendezvous planned for 
February 15, 2015 on Celebrity Cruise Line.  The sail 
will be on the Silhouette to the Eastern Caribbean.  
Contact Ellen Safley at 810-603-1982 for information.  
To this date, 8 cabins are reserved.  This sounds like fun. 
 
See you at the club.

Save the Date- Saturday, September 6, 2014

All Members – Full and Social  

As our cruise moves into its second half, I am 
reminded that in a few weeks all members will be 
receiving invitations to the annual Commodores’ 
Celebration.  This is an opportunity to honor our 

current Commodore 
and past Commodores 
for their efforts that 
make SBYC the unique 
place we all like it to 
be.  Our Club is more 
than a marina and more 
than a restaurant.  As 
we learned on our 
summer cruise, few 
clubs enjoy the ambiance 
of  SBYC either for both 
docking and dining.  
While honoring our 
Commodores, we will 

briefly review our history.  We will enjoy a delicious 
meal (Chef  Harry always has our palettes in mind.)  
There will be appetizers, dessert and music for 
dancing.   

Please plan to come.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Saturday, September 6
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone!   I would like to thank Jamie Kelly 
for hosting her business meeting/luncheon for her 
sales team at Frankenmuth Mutual.  Thank you as 

well to Dr. Mike and Ko 
Holland for honoring us with 
your daughter’s baby shower 
here on the 19th.  I would also 
like to thank Bob Klapish 
for sponsoring Pat Felske’s 
80th birthday party here at the 
Club.

It was brought to our attention 
that it was necessary for us to 
have Sharps Syringe containers 

on premise.  They are now located in each bathroom 
on our premises.

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of  everyone 
involved in the beauty and the improvements that 
have been made to our Club.  The beautiful grounds, 
the parking lot, the mural, and the spoils berm, not to 
mention the dredging that was done last year are all 
items that we can be proud of.

With the summer starting to wind down we are seeing 
more activity in our restaurant on the weekends.  If  
you are coming out for dinner, we ask that you make 
reservations so we know what kind of  evening we 
have in store and we can staff  accordingly.

Finally, on behalf  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, 
we would like to acknowledge the passing of  two of  
our dear members Mrs. Rita Smith and Mrs. Marian 
Detzler by contributing to the Heritage Fund.  Our 
condolences and support to both of  their families.  
Letters have been sent to the families to convey our 
support. 

See you at the Club

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 

and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - 
we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 

would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Just a friendly reminder!  
As the summer heats up and 

club usage increases, don’t forget 
to clean up after your pets!

Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert and John Kustuch

Don’t forget about Game Night, which is on Saturday, 
August 16th.  Join in a great selection of  competition 
games such as euchre, Taboo, Catch Phrase and 
Balderdash!  More details will be coming!

Be sure to send in your photos for the “Picture This” 
event planned for Saturday, August 23.  Get more 
details on the flyer in this Masthead.  

Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 1st for a 
SBYC Halloween Party!  More details will be coming!

Watch for upcoming movie nights and even a jam 
sessions.  We are looking for club members that play 
any instrument.  We would like more local artists to 
play a little music at the club, so if  you know anyone, 
contact the social committee or club office.  

The musical Bryan Rombalski Duo treated SBYC 
members to a wonderful selection of  listening music 
on the patio on the evening of  Saturday, August 2.  
The duo will also be playing at the Picture This event 
on August 23.  Be sure to mark your calendar and 
enjoy great music and great fun!

If  you have any other  ideas and suggestions for social 
activieties, please feel free to contact us and thank 
you.  Our goal is to have fun activities planned for all 
to enjoy at the Club. 
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A Bird’s Eye View of SBYC

SBYC members 
enjoying live 
music on the 

patio.
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Fourth of July 2014
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Fourth of July 2014
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Tawas Rendezvous 2014
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Tawas Rendezvous 2014
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Tawas Rendezvous 2014
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