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The Mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
We are a unique community 

of individuals with shared 
values and common interests 
in an atmosphere of friendship 
and mutual respect.  A family 
of great people serving great 

people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have 
for generations - we stand 
tall and proud along the 

water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of 

enjoyment and fun.

From the Helm
~ Craig Taunt, Commodore

Winter 
Hours & Dates:

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday, Feb.14
Saturday, Feb. 22

Friday, Feb. 28

Saturday, March 8
Friday, March 14

Saturday, March 22
Friday, March 28

Greetings from the North and what a winter we are having, sub-zero 
temperatures, howling winds, good snow, and the lakes froze over.  The good 
thing about today is that it is one day closer to spring, about 11 weeks to 
launch day, and I can’t wait.  

We are going into our second week for 
the Seamanship class put on by the United 
States Power Squadron, presented by Past 
Commodore Craig Murchison.  This is a great 
class to learn the safety, rules of  the road, 
navigation, weather, marlin spike (Knots), plus 
the safety discussion of  traveling the Great 
Lakes including Canada.  If  you are interested 
there may still be time.  

After our first board meeting, all committee 
chairpersons were finishing their committee 
member recruitment.  We have a lot of  talent 
again this year who are eager to make a 
difference.  The restroom remodel committee 

have begun picking out tile and discussions of  layout.  The restrooms will be 
to the current A.D.A Specifications (American Disability Act).  

The new Outlook and Sustainability Forum is underway and we need to 
let you know there will be a survey coming your way.  The suggestion box 
at the club has had only one comment.  To make our club survive we need 
to know your thoughts, likes, dislikes and what you expect from YOUR 
club.  The committee will be sitting down with board members to figure 
out the proper questions to ask.  The questions will be coming in the email 
format from Survey Monkey, a free service for conducting secure and private 
surveys – meaning you can respond confidentially.  We will not know who 
the comments come from.  I will let you know more when the questions are 
written.  I do want to say the club is not in trouble, but to avoid a lack of  
membership in the future, we want to make sure our club stays more than 
desirable.  With changing times, it is our duty to forecast the changes we need 
to make.  

We are making plans for the boating season, in fact we are reserving 25 boats 
slips this week for the  Tawas Rendezvous July 11-12-13.  The Skeg Night is 
March 20th, and that is just around the corner. 

Like always, please call in your reservations for when you plan to have dinner 
at the club, see you there.   
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Words from the Rear Commodore
~ Pam Murchison , Rear Commodore

From the Manager’s Desk
~ Kraig Kubik, General Manager

Hello everyone, I was anticipating a winter that was 
to be colder than the past few years but didn’t expect 
the consistent low temperatures teamed up with snow 
records as well.  In spite of  weather conditions we are 
still enjoying our share of  dedicated diners coming 
out to utilize the Club on the evenings we are open.  
Besides enjoying our ala carte evenings, I wanted to 
thank Tim Boutell for having hosted the celebration 
of  life for Karl Schumacker.  Also thank you and 
heartfelt condolences to the Tabor and Bosco families 
at the passing of  their father.  Both were great 
celebrations and I appreciate your allowing us to show 
case the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club hospitality for your 
special events.  See you at the Club.

Brrr.  Baby, it’s cold outside!  The ice in the fairways is 
two feet thick and the wind is whipping as members 
hurry into the Club to enjoy Harry’s weekend 
offerings in the dining room.  (Always worth a few 
cold minutes, please come.)  But what to do with the 
rest of  our winter days?  Some captains (and some 
first mates) are painting the bottoms or waxing the 
fiberglass.  A few are refinishing the teak or installing 
new electronics.  Wrapped in layers of  plastic 

supported by wooden 
framework, some 
craft wait patiently for 
owners to return when 
the sun rises higher 
above the horizon.

Here’s a suggestion.  
Why not curl up 
by the fire with a 
good book about 
adventures at sea?  
Peter Geye, a Western 
Michigan grad, has 

written the novel Safe from the Sea, gripping tale 
about survival in the icy water of  Lake Superior 
on the rocky Minnesota coast as told by an aging 
father to his estranged adult son.  Into the Blue by 
Andrea Curtis is a fictionalized account of  life on a 
small Georgian Bay steamship in the early twentieth 
century.  Ms. Curtis was searching her family history 
for information about her grandparents.  (Her 
grandfather was Captain Jim Crawford of  the S.S. J.H. 
Jones who was lost at sea.) The book is a combination 
of  facts she was able to uncover and her imaginings 
of  the lives that connected them. I recommend both 
of  these.

See you at the club where the ambience is always 
warm.

Mark your calendars for the SBYC Ladies’ 
Night, Sunday, May 4 at 4:00 pm until? 

There will be hors de oeuvres, petit desserts, 
shopping, mingling and more shopping.  Cash 
bar.  Ticket prices to be determined.  Plan to 
bring guests!!

I am looking for club members that have goods 
and wares to exhibit, show off  and/or sell.  Also, 
if  you have an acquaintance that has goods and 
wares, let me know.

I am also looking for club members that would 
like to share their gifts and talents for door 
prizes.  It can be a craft, a flower, a painting, 
baked goods, etc. 

I would also like to adopt and designate a 
Women’s organization to raise funds. (Bay Area 
Women’s Center).

Contact:  Julie Humbert at 793-3208 or 
Julessail@sbcglobal.net.

SBYC Ladies’ Night
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All About Commodore Craig
~ by Lynn Weaver, Masthead Editor 

Growing up …
Commodore Craig Taunt was born in Flint, attended 
elementary school in Saginaw for a short time, but did 
most of  his growing up in Detroit where he began his 
business career at the age of  11 years old.  

As an ambitious young boy, Craig got into the 
newspaper business – he found paper routes to be 
very rewarding.  His first route had 20 customers.  
After lots of  door knocking and sales pitching, he 
grew it to 100 customers. He sold the route – a 
common practice then – and started growing another.  
“It was a great way to hone my people and sales 
skills,” said Craig.  He credits inheriting his people 
skills from his dad who had a great sense of  wit.  

In school, he was a member of  the safety patrol and 
the “chief  audio visual tech” student, which involved 
threading film in projectors and loading up slide 
boxes.  Through his church, Craig was a member 
of  the Order of DeMolay – a youth organization 
teaching young men to be better persons and leaders.

After a few years selling the Home Gazette, Detroit 
News and Detroit Free Press, Craig 
got a job at a drive-in in Detroit 
when he turned 14.  There he 
picked up papers and did dishes 
as the only boy amongst 15 girls 
employees.  

In 1967, he was a 15-year-old 
taking drivers training.  He clearly 
remembers watching National 
Guard soldiers driving past him 
on their way to respond to the 
infamous Detroit riots.  It was at 
that time that his dad, an electrician 
at AC Sparkplug, decided to move 
the family up to Gladwin where 
Craig’s uncle owned a business.

Moving to Gladwin …
Craig quickly adapted to life in 
Gladwin.  He was a member of  
the student council at Gladwin 
High School, worked at gas station 
and the local Cashway, as well as 
running in cross country and being 

involved in drama club.  During his senior year, he 
worked in a funeral home. 

He briefly left to study electronics at ITT Tech 
Institute in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He decided that 
wasn’t what he wanted to do, so he came home 
and worked at the funeral home again.  His diverse 
work experiences also included being a hospital 
orderly assisting with retracting during surgeries at 
Central Michigan Community Hospital.  When his 
dad needed help with his business, he came back to 
Gladwin.  While working with his dad, he also worked 
in respiratory therapy at the Gladwin hospital.  

Taunt Electric …
Craig’s dad founded Taunt Electric in 1968 and Craig 
officially joined him in 1973.  At the time, they mostly 
did residential work.  Craig expanded the business 
by exploring commercial work opportunities.  In 
1977, he bid on the first six floor high rise project in 
Beaverton.  He learned much on that job and then 
started to do more commercial projects, including 
other high rises, hospitals and colleges.  

In 1995, Craig bought Taunt 
Electric from his dad.  Craig 
is proud of  the building in 
Gladwin, which is his business 
headquarters.  Currently, 
Taunt Electric does mostly 
commercial and industrial 
work.  Craig is also a licensed 
electrical contractor in Florida 
too.  He may expand his 
business to Florida someday – 
he is keeping his options open.

About family and 
community …
Craig is very proud of  his 
family.  His daughter Ashley 
is the head of  the accounting 
program at Mid-Michigan 
Community College.  She is 
married to Aaron and they 
have two adorable sons.  Blake, 
5, and Connor, 7, are Craig’s 
joy and golfing buddies.  Both 
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All About Commodore Craig
boys have their own golf  clubs and enjoy golfing with 
their grandpa.

Daughter Jamie is 
the assistant principal 
at Bellville Schools 
a charter school in 
southern Michigan.  His 
stepdaughter Jennifer 
was a police officer and 
is now a registered nurse 
in Bay City.  His stepson 
Brent works with him at 
Taunt Electric and lives in 
Gladwin.

Craig’s first mate and 
fiancé is Sue Benander who 
is a counselor at Houghton 
Lake High School.  Craig 
recalls his efforts to ask 
Sue to dinner.  After unsuccessful tries to find 
her at home, he resorted to leaving her a note.  
Lucky for him she called him back to accept. Also 
lucky for him, Sue’s brothers approved of  him.  
Craig was pleased that Sue, who has done lots of  
camping, really took to boating quickly.

Sue and Craig are both active in their churches 
– Craig in the Methodist Church and Sue in the 
Episcopal Church.  During boating season, they 
like to go to the First Presbyterian Church at the 
band shell on the river.  

When not boating, Craig is a hospice volunteer 
caregiver in Gladwin.  “I’ve been doing it for about 
5 years,” he said.  Hospice volunteering is not for 
everyone, however, Craig says, “Honestly, I’m a 
person who can do this, so I do what I can.”

About boating …
In 1987, Craig bought an 18-foot Four Winns.  He 
enjoyed traveling the Indian River waterway – 
Burt Lake, Mullet Lake and then Lake Huron by 
Cheboygan. “It was some of  the best times I ever had 
boating,” he said.  

Once venturing into Lake Huron, he traveled to 
Mackinaw City and Mackinac Island, however, he 
noted that big ferries were not friendly to 18-foot 
boats.  In 1990, he bought a 30-foot Larson and 

enjoyed AuGres to Caseville trips.  It was so much 
fun, he soon bought Craig Murchison’s 32-foot 
Harbor.  He was a member of  the AuGres Yacht 
Club, as well as part of  the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
there.  “The boat was never in port during the 
weekends,” he explained.  “We just ran the Great 
Lakes.”

From there, Craig bought the Sea Tease in 2001 – a 42-
foot 356 Carver Aft Cabin.  Craig plans to be boating 
for a long time.  He and Sue also enjoy seamanship 
boating classes that are taught by Craig Murchison.

His future goals includes spending 
some time in Florida in the winters.  
He also someday would like to do 
the loop down to Florida, as well as 
taking the boat down and back to 
Tennessee.

About SBYC …
Craig left the AuGres yacht club in 
2004 and joined SBYC.  “After the 
first year, I met a lot of  wonderful 
people and decided to stay here,” he 
explained.  In 2007, he rented two 
slips, one at Liberty Harbor.  He 
bounced back and forth and didn’t 
take long to realize he wanted to be 
at SBYC. 

SBYC is important to Craig.  “When you walk into 
the door, you are immediately in the face of  a lot of  
friends, not just boaters, friends.  There is always lots 
of  laughter and sharing of  good times.  Sue and I 
love the club, we both love being there and plan to 
be there for a long time – the club is a big part of  my 
life.”

About being Commodore …
“I started out by being asked to be on the board and 
different committees.  I look at the photos on the 
wall in the Commodore’s Lounge and I see so much 
history there,” he said.  “I am looking forward to the 
next year.”

Craig modestly says that “I’m just a regular old Joe.  I 
always have had an interest in helping people.  I like 
to jump in, do the project, and then move on to the 
next.  My goal to do the very best that I can.”
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