
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4
From the Helm
~ Craig Taunt, Commodore

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays: 
Bar: 1130 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays &
Saturdays: 

Bar: 1130 - 0100
Lunch: 1130 - 1430     
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Breakfast: 0800 - 1200

Bar: 0800 - 2100
Lunch/Dinner: 

1330 - 1930

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Labor Day Cookout

Monday, September 1

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, September 6

SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, September 7

Liberty Rendezvous
 Fri.-Sun., Sept. 26-28

Octoberfest/
Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 17

Fall Work Party
Saturday, October 18

Greetings from the North, and going, going, going, but not gone, 
summer is still here, however I have noticed the trees are beginning to 
change color.

August was very busy even though the weather did not 100% cooperate.  
The parking lot lines are complete for the paving, everyone I talked to 

was very happy.  The new L.E.D. lights are 
up and running with a stunning new look 
after dark.

We hosted Hell’s Half  Mile “Riverside Reveal 
2014 Launch Party,” bringing in about 80 
people from our area.  The comments from 
them were overwhelming, like: 

•	 “We did not know this place existed.” 
•	 “What a beautiful place to be.”
•	 “The flowers are outstanding.”
•	 “The food is wonderful.”  

Many, many thanks to Chef  Harry, Myles, Kimmie, and wait and bar 
staff, Ashley, and our interim manager Steve.  This event opened many 
eyes. They had an inflatable movie screen which was dynamic, along 
with a great sound system to show movies.  (Hell’s Half  Mile Film & 
Music Festival will take place in Bay County September 25-28. Check out 
hhmfest.com for more details.)

Music on the patio was fabulous last Saturday featuring easy listening 
music.  The patio was filled with our members who enjoyed the sounds.  
The next music on the patio will be September 20th featuring Joe Sloan 
and the music of  Sinatra.

Remember the Commodores Celebration September 6th, as we pay tribute 
to the past Commodores. Great evening of  wonderful food and drink 
along with dancing for your entertainment.

The SBYC Golf  Outing is the 7th of  September.

The Liberty Harbor rendezvous is Sepember 26 - 28.

See you at the club.

http://hhmfest.com
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From the Rear Commodore
~ Pam Murchison , Rear Commodore

The docks are filling up as captains and crews return 
from Cheeseburger, the Blues Fest and cruising to 
more distant ports.  Exciting as it is to see the slips 
filled, at this time of  year it is a signal for fall and the 
winding down of  the boating season.  The weather 

the last few weekends 
has been outstanding 
in Bay City.  Labor Day 
weekend is always a busy 
time.  Family Fun Day 
will happen on Sunday 
with the bounce house 
and games for the family 
and an opportunity 
to enjoy Chef  Harry’s 
delicious BBQ fare.

Did you miss the 
Picture This Party?  

With music on the patio, a good sized group enjoyed 
laughing about how we used to look when we all had 
hair and tried to look so serious and grown up.  Chef  
Harry was the winner with the most correct answers-
guess he really does know us better than we thought.

Be sure to be part of  the fun for the Commodores’ 
Celebration September 6 (reservations needed), the 
Golf  Outing and the Chili Cook off to mention 
only a few of  the activities to spice up your fall. 
Check your handbook, the club bulletin board and/or 
email for dates and details.

A team of  members has graciously agreed to serve 
on the Manager Selection Committee. Without any 
advertising we have already received several inquiries 
and resumes.   When you read this, they will already 
have held their first meeting.  With the club operating 
smoothly in the capable hands of  Interim Manager 
Steve Goodnow, Office Manager Ashley, Chef  Harry 
and the kitchen and wait staff, the committee can 
afford to proceed thoughtfully and deliberately with 
the selection process. 

See you at the club.

Mark your Calendar
      November 1st

at Saginaw Bay Yacht Club!

More Details to Come!    

Enjoy Music on 
the SBYC Patio!

S AT U R D AY 
September 20th
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm
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From the Manager’s Desk
~ Steve Goodnow, Interim General Manager

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 

and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - 
we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 

would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Hello fellow SBYC members.  Many of  you know 
or know of  me as a member or as Board Secretary.  
For those of  you who don’t, however, my name is 

Steve Goodnow and I 
am the Interim General 
Manager of  Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club.  Leadership 
change of  this magnitude 
is very difficult for any 
organization or the 
individuals involved.  
In a conversation with 
Kraig Kubik recently, 
he remarked that he had 
a good run at SBYC.  
I agree.  I choose to 

celebrate the many good things Kraig did for our 
organization.  I know, from personal experience, that 
very good leaders still have to move on from time to 
time.  

Please join me, the other Flag officers, and the Board 
in moving our Club smoothly ahead during this time 
of  transition.  

Our proud club, with its long history, is operating in 
a very challenging market environment.  High fuel 
prices have put owning (and using) a larger boat out 
of  reach for some middle class families who, in the 
past, would have been potential members.  There are 
more slips in our area than there are boaters that need 
them.  Other marinas and clubs up and down our 
river have become very aggressive and competitive 
in trying to fill their slips.  There are numerous high 
quality establishments that compete with our Club 
for our members and potential members dining 
and drinking dollars.  Some companies subsidized 
Country Club or Yacht Club memberships for middle 
and upper level employees in the past.  This practice, 
which formerly benefited clubs like ours, has largely 
ceased.  We have to compete like we have never had 
to in the past.  This is the new reality.

Last year our volume was hurt by the delay 
in dredging and by cool, wet, windy weather.  

Numerous boats had to be shuffled around and it 
inconvenienced our dock-holders.  This summer we 
had far more dock damage from ice than normal 
and it was late June before our vendor could repair 
it.  Dock-holders were again inconvenienced as boats 
were later going in and again had to be shuffled 
around.  Our summer weather has been cool, wet, 
and windy.  These factors have played a large part in 
reducing our club usage.  This reduction in volume 
has significantly hurt our bottom line.  

This is a good time to pause, take a breath, reflect, 
and be thankful for what we have accomplished in 
the last two years.  We completed the largest (in dollar 
terms) project our club has ever undertaken, namely 
dredging our slips and our basins.  Should lower water 
levels return, and I believe they eventually will, we are 
prepared to offer sail and power boaters deep enough 
slips.  We resurfaced our main parking area which 
had been deteriorating for years.  We very recently 
replaced our parking lot lights with LED lamps 
which use only a fraction of  the power our old lamps 
used.    Our mural has been redone.  The fabric on 
our patio furniture has been replaced.  Our grounds, 
resplendent with beautiful flowers, are as good as any 
anywhere on the Great Lakes.  We have challenges, 
but we should be proud.

We all cherish our club and our many friends.  Now 
our club needs our business more than ever.  When 
you are trying to decide where to go for dinner or a 
drink, come back home to your Saginaw Bay Yacht 
Club.  When you come across a fellow boater who 
isn’t a SBYC member, bring them out for dinner and 
an enjoyable evening.   Thank you for your support.

See you soon at the Club.
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