
A U G U S T   2 0 1 5
From the Helm
~ Bill Fletcher, Commodore

Hours of 
Operation:

Wednesdays:
Bar: 1700 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Thursdays:

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 0830 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2100

Breakfast: 0800 - 1200
Lunch/Dinner:

1300 - 1930

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Family Fun Day 

Sunday, August 31

Labor Day Cookout
Monday, Sept. 7

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, Sept. 12

Golf Outing
Sunday, Sept. 13

Liberty Harbor 
Rendezvous

Sat.-Sun., 
Sept. 25-27

Greetings from the Saginaw.  Wow, where did July go?  I hope you have 
been enjoying your Club this summer, from music on the patio to our new 
kayaks or just hanging out on the boat.

The Tawas Rendezvous was a big success with 29 member boats counted 
on Saturday.  I liberated my sister’s Crownline for the run up that morning.  

After a Champagne Toast, we all dug into a 
great pot luck spread.  I think I was still eating 
Taco Salad on Wednesday, most of  us made too 
much food.  The party continued way past the 
point the bugs moved everyone under cover at 
dusk.  The Lake and Bay were like glass Sunday 
morning for us that headed back to the Club.  

Renovations are scheduled to start next year at 
the Tawas State Dock, so we are considering 
moving the Rendezvous to Port Austin.  Please 
let us know your thoughts.

During the Rendezvous weekend we had a power outage at the Club.  The 
docks were not affected.  Consumers were there Friday, Saturday and 
finally wrapped up the repair on Sunday afternoon.  After replacing an item 
similar to a transformer on Saturday, they finally found a bad spot in the 
line going to the road.  Fortunately, the bad spot was under the lawn and 
not under our new driveway.    They think a tree root caused the problem.  
We have a claim into our Insurance Company for loss of  business and 
product.

Please help me welcome Gary & Janice Steadman as new full members.  
They are from Bay City and will be docking their new boat at the Club.  

Check out our new line of  SBYC apparel in the lobby showcase.  We have 
teamed up with Shirts, Mugs and More in Essexville to supply us.  They can 
embroider our logo on anything they carry.  We will keep a good inventory 
on hand for our members, remember to show the colors.  

Remember your Club if  you are in need of  a venue for your event or get 
together.  TRY SBYC continues through the end of  the year, waiving the 
Club’s Initiation Fee for new members.  It’s a great time to get a friend to 
join SBYC.

See you at the Club.
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From the Vice Commodore
~ Pam Murchison , Vice Commodore

Try
SBYC

Now is the time to encourage your friends, family 
and colleagues to join  Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 
For the 2015 season, new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee for new members.
For new Dockholders:
50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year

Greetings from Northern Michigan where the water 
is cool and clear and the sun sets late.  After the 
rendezvous in Tawas, The Shot Rock spent a week 
at the rendezvous of  the Great Lakes Cruising Club 

in Rogers City, Michigan.  
As anyone who has 
attended a conference 
knows, the best outcome 
is leaving with a few 
“nuggets” of  useful 
new information.  The 
speaker at the Ladies Tea 
and Fashion Show spoke 
of  her experiences single 
handing her power boat 
(No, I am not planning 
to single hand myself).  

I got a few ideas that might improve our handling 
when PC Craig is at the helm and I am dashing about 
with fenders and lines.  The second gem came in the 
form of  book suggestions from the Book Club where 
members present their favorites for the last year and 
one leaves with a list of  “must reads” to order online 
or at the bookstore in the next port.  Rogers City 
also has an outstanding bike trail from town to the 
lighthouse at Forty Mile Point about 7 miles away.

The rest of  our cruise has been dogged by erratic 
weather including waves and wind which, while 
annoying, have not ruined our enjoyment.

Be sure to welcome the new members when you see 
them especially those docked near you.  Tell them 
about the upcoming Commodores’ Celebration.  
Expect your official invitation in the mail soon and 
make your reservation.

See you at the club.

From the Rear Commodore
~ Steve Goodnow, Rear Commodore

A warm summer hello to all SBYC members.  This is 
the time of  year when many of  us are on our boats 
away from the Club.  While we miss our friends 
enjoying the club, points north call to us.  I see several 
dock holders enjoying East Tawas as am I.  And yet 
while some of  us are gone, the Club stays in full 
swing with wonderful food, music on some nights, all 

enjoyed in a location with 
the most beautiful grounds 
on Saginaw Bay.  Invite 
friends to join you at the 
Club.  While the number 
of  new members joining 
this summer has been very 
encouraging, we still have 
room for more.

Please make it a priority 
to seek out new members, 

introduce yourselves, and talk a little.  While I 
have been a member for around 9 years, I can still 
remember that it is not easy for new members in 
the beginning.  Make it a point to reach out to new 
members and make them feel welcome.  Let me 
say it again here to all our recent new members, 
WELCOME!

Upcoming Club events include the Labor Day 
Holiday Cookout on September 7th, the Commodores’ 
Celebration on September 12th, Golf  Outing on 
September 13th, and the Liberty Harbor Rendezvous 
on September 26th-28th.  Watch for the Commodores’ 
Celebration invitation, which will be out soon.  Please 
be patient as we try to broaden our culinary horizon 
in regard to our Celebration menu.

See you soon at the Club.
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Recently we received word (Mooresville Tribune, 
6/10/15) that a Staudacher 1966 Cabin Cruiser 
was restored by Crusse’n Classics, Mooresville, 
North Carolina.  Built by former Club member, Les 
Staudacher and second cousin to current member Leo 
Staudacher, this boat was at the Club for many years.  
In the 90’s it was owned by Jim and Cheri Morgrette 
and docked on South-North.  

The work was done by Pat Crusse who worked from 
an old picture of  Staudacher with the boat flying the 
SBYC burgee.  Pat made only little changes to make 
the boat more user friendly but “keeps it period 
correct” for an accurate look and feel of  the times.  
Crusse’n Classics worked off  and on for three years 
before it was complete.  There were some unique 
challenges with its restoration but they were able to 
preserve most of  it including 100% of  the interior 
except the floor.   SBYC presented a new burgee to 
be flown on the boat.  

The boat was purchased by Bucky Glover of  
Charlotte, NC and will eventually reside with Mr. 
Glover’s son in Savannah, GA.  Photographs and 
more information about the restoration can be found 
at crussenclassics.com/cruisers.  

SBYC Boat Restored
~ PC Craig Murchison

Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Co-Chair

We have wonderful music on patio planned for the 
month of  August, starting with Bryan Rombalski 8/8 
and 8/15, then we have the ‘Pagel Trio’ for Friday 
8/21, last but not least we have Joe Sloan aka Mr. 
Sinatra coming back on Sat. 8/29.  Make your 

reservations and enjoy our 
club with live music.  If  you 
would like to sponsor any 
part of  our music series, 
the office will be happy to 
charge your account to help 
underwrite the cost and 
thank you in advance!!

Take advantage of  the 
donated Kayaks available 

for anyone to enjoy, check in with the club for usage.

We have something new to tease your brain, try out 
your Trivia skills with the trivia cards on each table.

The club now has a Wii with multiple games for 
children and adults. There is golf, bowling, tennis, 
fitness and lots more for all ages to enjoy!

See you at the club, our home away from home!

Saturdays, August 8 and 15
   Bryan Rombalski 

Friday, August 21
   Pagel Trio

Saturday, August 29
   Joe Sloan aka Mr. Sinatra 
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General Manager Update
~ Nick Alfano, General Manager

Hello SBYC Members.  Summer is really flying by!!!!   
July was an interesting month with the 4th of  July 
cookout, a quiet weekend for the Tawas rendezvous 
and then having no power for the whole weekend.  

I’m very sorry for any and 
all inconveniences this 
caused members and their 
guests.  The Club submitted 
an insurance claim for the 
interruption and hopefully 
will get all the losses for the 
weekend taken care of. 

Kayaks are ready to be used, 
please stop by the office to 

sign a waiver and sign out sheet.

Our pontoon boat running, licensed and in the water.  
Michael will be using it to drag out logs and fix any 
problems on the docks. 

Lots of  music on the patio coming up next month so 
make your reservations and come out to enjoy some 
fun!!!  Cheers!!!!!! 

SBYC Mini Rendezvous in Petoskey!

Share Your Adventures and 
Photos! 
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article 
to The MASTHEAD! Members would love to hear 
about the hidden gems to be found here in Michigan, 
or the wonders around the nation and world, or even 
those all-time favorite spots we may have forgotten 
about! 

Send your stories and/or photos to Lynn Weaver at 
Lynn9117@gmail.com. If  you have questions, call 
Lynn at 989-737-9117.

DON’T 
FORGET
to clean up       
after your pets!
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Once the fair vessel Sohest left the dock in the Black 
River Yacht Club in Port Huron on Saturday morning, 
July 18, 2015, I realized there was no turning back.  I 
was really going to do the 91st Bayview Yacht Club 
Port Huron to Mackinac sailboat race.  I said as much, 
and my crewmate, John Laundra, an excellent sailor 
and racing veteran, grinned.  

The ride out of  the Black River into the St. Clair 
River and then on to the start in the bottom of  
Lake Huron was smooth and sunny.  The sound of  
bagpipes, the sight of  tall masts, colorful flags, and 
crews in uniform was a memorable and inspiring 
experience.  The Sohest crew was looking spiffy in 
long sleeved gray crew neck tech shirts, sporting the 
Sohest logo on the back.  

Our crew consisted of  5 veterans and experienced 
sailors, and 4 first-time “Mac Racers.”  The skipper 
was Jerry Somalski, co-owner and prior crew member 
on 11 Bayview and 2 Chicago to Mackinaw races.  
First Mate, was yours truly, co-owner, and Wednesday 
night main and jib racer.  Our remaining experienced 
crew consisted of  Joe Parker, his son Brad Parker, 
Brent Gaudreau, and John Laundra.  Along with 
me, the novices included Leah Pope, Jeff  LeVasseur, 
and Bill Romp.  Bill and Jeff  have been part of  our 
Wednesday night racing crew for many years.  Leah is 
Brad’s girlfriend and she is a very new sailor.

The race brought a mix of  weather and challenges.  
The start was painfully slow with no wind, blazing 
sun, and lots of  spinnaker work.  Within the hour a 
small squall with piercing rain fixed that situation and 
Sohest was off  and running after a quick sail change.  
After the rain and wind subsided, it was back to the 
spinnaker.  The wind allowed for spinnaker sailing for 
the next 23 hours, or until about 2 miles shy of  the 
Cove Island turn.  The remaining 24 hours provided 
choppy seas and changing wind speeds.  The wind 
speed moved from 9 knots to 20 in a short time.  This 
called for many sail changes.  Our crew performed 
extremely well with no torn sails, injuries, or undue 
chaos.  

The last 2 hours of  the race were most exciting as 
we battled it out head into the wind with about 15 - 
20 knot winds and choppy seas.  A last minute tack 
brought Sohest over the finish line 10th out of  13th 
in her Beneteau 36.7 class.  All boats in this very 

2015 Bayview Yacht Club Port Huron to Mackinac Race
~ Wanda Dziwura, Board Treasurer

competitive class finished within approximately 2 
hours of  each other, with less than an hour between 
3rd place and last.  

In the marina, the class was moored and rafted off  of  
each other.  One of  the highlights of  the experience 
was meeting the other owners and crew members.  
They were all most welcoming and supportive.  I felt 
that Sohest was warmly invited in to a special club, 
indeed, part of  the fleet.

I am proud of  our crew and am already looking 
forward to next year as well as racing in the North 
American Championships, a regatta in Detroit in 
September, 2015.  Won’t you buy a Beneteau 36.7 and 
come play with us?    

~ more Mac Race photos on next page ~
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Mac
Race
2015
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Tawas Rendezvous 2015
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Fourth of July on the Wall
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