
UPCOMING 
EVENTS: 

Sip & Swirl 
Friday, February 27

Men’s 
Skeg Night 

Thursday, March 19 

Winter Hours:
 

February:
Open every 

Friday evening

March:
Open every 
Friday and 

Saturday evening

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

F E B R U A R Y   2 0 1 5From the Helm
~ Bill Fletcher, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  

We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere 
of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Greetings from the River.  As I look out over the frozen Saginaw, I’m thinking 
February is kind of  like driving through the State of  Ohio, you have to grudge 
your way though it to get to something better.  Spring, they promise, is on the 

way.

Our January Board of  Directors meeting went 
well, most of  the Committees are formed and 
some meetings have taken place. If  you would 
like to help out, we still have room for Members 
to join the Social, Membership and Grounds 
Committees.  Just contact Ashley and she can 
see that you get in touch with the appropriate 
Chairman. 

The Club’s website is in need of  a major revamp 
and our Manager is in the process of  investigating 
an upgrade.  Social media is also a forum we 

need to be up on.  The Club’s Wi-Fi may also need an upgrade, it isn’t always 
reliable.  If  anyone has some expertise in any of  these areas and would like to 
help, please contact Nick.

Now for the zinger, as of  today February 1, after 117 years the Bay City 
Country Club is no longer.  A lot of  variables went into that final move.  It 
will now be a public golf  course and banquet center.  I have many fond 
memories of  golfing and swimming on the BCCC swim team.  I gave up 
my membership there twenty years ago due to the cost.  If  you know a now 
displaced member of  BCCC, please let them know about our Great Club.  A 
SBYC Social Membership allows a member to reciprocate with many local 
Clubs.  Let’s see if  we can capture a few new members.

I think you will like the many changes coming to our menu and service.  Chef  
Harry is working hard with our new Manager to offer a new style to the Club.  
The Social Calendar is taking shape and promises to be a fun year.

Remember to spread the word of  SBYC and see you at the Club.
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From the Vice Commodore
~ Pam Murchison , Vice Commodore

From the Rear Commodore
~ Steve Goodnow, Rear Commodore

As we all knew it would, winter has arrived.  Now we 
boaters have two choices, waxing the hull or reading 
about boating.  Let me tell you about two excellent 
books I have read. First, In the Kingdom of  Ice – 

the grand and 
terrible polar 
voyage of  the 
USS Jeanette by 
Hampton Sides. 
This was on all 
the lists of  best 
books of  2014.  
It follows the 
activities of  all the 
principle players 
from the time that 
Captain deLong 
first conceived the 

desire to visit the Arctic.  As we read about the trials 
and preparations, the selection of  crew and search for 
funding, we feel as if  we are having what must have 
been the common experience of  all explorers before 
and after Columbus. I really am not a history buff, but 
this I couldn’t put down as I read of  all the problems 
encountered and clever solutions devised by a crew 
who were away from home and family for four years. 
Most of  that time in unbelievable cold.

Second, let me recommend All Available Boats 
edited by Mike Magee.  This book tells the story of  
the 300,000 people, residents and workers, who were 
evacuated from the island of  Manhattan after the 
planes hit the World Trade Center on September 11, 
2001.  The only way off  the island was by water using 
the available boats – work boats, tugs, ferries and 
private personal watercraft all came to the rescue.

FYI the House committee, of  which I am the chair, 
is meeting regularly to make our menu and offerings 
reflect the desires of  you, the members. In some 
informal polling on Friday evenings I have learned 
that your wishes are as varied as your names and 
addresses.  Since these conversations will result in the 
menu which you will be seeing at the Club please send 
me an email with your suggestions.

Hello fellow Club members.  We just got back 
from a week in Florida and how nice it was to be 
outdoors in warm weather.  Eight more weeks and 
the worst weather will definitely be over.   Boats will 
be going back into the slips and another season will 
be underway.  Barring unforeseen surprises, there will 

probably be a few less 
boats than the year 
before.  This is not 
a good trend for our 
club.  Membership 
should be in the 
forefront of  all of  our 
minds this year.

Most of  us know 
somebody who would 
enjoy our club.  Most 
of  us know somebody 

who has a boat, docks elsewhere, and would enjoy our 
club.  We all need to become membership advocates.  
When our number of  dock holders contracts, it 
hurts us in two income centers, dock fees and bar/
restaurant.  Our ability to deal with our property 
needs (HVAC, roof, bathrooms, kitchen equipment, 
etc.) will be severely challenged if  our membership 
numbers continue to drop.  

Our grounds and the view from our grounds are top 
notch.  Some among us will say that problems within 
our operations are responsible for our membership 
drop.  We have challenges, but I have confidence 
that we have the right General Manager at the right 
time.  Good people are working hard to improve the 
docking, dining, and drinking experience at Saginaw 
Bay Yacht Club.  Tell your friends about us.  Better 
yet, bring a friend out to dinner.  Be positive.  This 
Club has had and met challenges before.  We will do 
so again.  Together, we can do this.   

See you at the Club.
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All About GM Nick
~ by Lynn Weaver, Masthead Editor

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club is pleased to welcome 
Nick Alfano as its new General Manager.  Nick lives 
in Midland with his wife Sharon and two sons, Nick 
Jr., age 13, and Riley, age 11.  

Nick comes to us with extensive experience in the 
restaurant and hospitality field.  “I’ve basically been in 
this industry my entire life,” explains Nick.  “I started 
washing dishes when I was 15 years old at the Holiday 
in in Midland.  I have done it all – serve, bartend, 
cook and manage.”  

Nick grew up in Midland.  While still in high school, 
he spend a couple of  spring breaks out west and 
fell in love with the region.  He decided to get his 
bachelor’s degree in business from Utah State.  

After college, Nick began his management career with 
Hard Rock Café in Salt Lake City.  During the next 
three years, his experience was expanded even further 
by doing troubleshooting work at Hard Rock Café 
locations in Orlando, Phoenix and Las Vegas.  

Nick then spent a couple of  years at a progressive 
“farm to table” restaurant in Salt Lake City – before 
the “farm to table” concept became trendy.  

In 2002, Nick and his wife moved back to Michigan 
after their first son was born, much to the delight of  
Nick Jr.’s grandparents.  The next ten years he worked 
at Damon’s Grill, starting in East Lansing, then 
eventually moved to the Saginaw restaurant.  

For the past 2 ½ years, Nick was the restaurant 
manager at the Midland Country Club.  

Nick is enjoying getting to know the operations 
and membership of  the club.  “The members are 
so friendly and go out of  their way to make me feel 
welcome,” said Nick.

He is looking forward to the action of  the summer 
season when the club is in full gear and all the boats 
are in the water.  In the meantime, feel free to let him 
know if  you have any thoughts or suggestions.  

Welcome, Nick! In his spare time, Nick and his family are big fans of  outdoor 
sports, including snowboarding.  Nick also enjoys hunting, fishing, 
camping and golf.
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General Manager Update
~ Nick Alfano, General Manager

Hello SBYC Members.  Three weeks into the new 
position and all is well! Chef  Harry and I have put 
together a new banquet menu with fresh entrées 
and updated pricing. We are also taking steps with 
our restaurant menu to bring the membership some 
new and exciting options. New uniforms have been 
ordered for front of  the house staff  as well as the 
kitchen.

I am looking forward to the spring when I am able to 
meet more of  the membership. Everyone has been 
very welcoming to me which makes this transition a 
very positive experience.

Remember the restaurant is going to open every 
Friday for dinner service through the end of  
February. Please call ahead for reservations so the 
club can be properly staffed for the evening.

Cheers!!!

Release your inner-
artist with your 

friends at SBYC!
Join us and “Sip & 
Swirl” on Friday, 

February 27, 2015
6 – 9 p.m.

During this evening of fun and creativity you will create your 
own acrylic painting.

Art materials and instruction provided by Studio 23, the Arts 
Center.

As a special treat – Harry will be making pizza for all 
participants.

Please call and reserve your easel today!

The cost of $45 
includes workshop, 
materials, and pizza
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