
UPCOMING 
EVENTS: 

Men’s Skeg Night 
Thursday, March 26 

Easter Brunch and
Kids Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 5

SBYC Annual Meeting 
Friday, April 10 

SBYC 
Hours:
March:

Fridays and 
Saturdays

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

April:
Thursdays 

Bar: 1700 - 2100
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Saturdays
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 – 2100

M A R C H   2 0 1 5From the Helm
~ Bill Fletcher, Commodore

Greetings from the still frozen Saginaw.  The snowmobiles and ice fishermen are 
still going full bore.  If  this Global Warming thing keeps up, we should have our 
own Tip-Up Town Party on South South next February.

TRY SBYC is the name of  our 2015 Membership 
Campaign.  Your Board of  Directors last month 
voted to waive the Initiation Fee for New Members 
joining the Club in 2015.  The previous ongoing 
incentive returned sixty percent of  the fee back to 
the members as Bar and Dining credits.  The current 
New Dock Incentive remains in place, 50% off  
dockage for the first year and 25% off  for the second 
year.  We must increase membership and dockage this 
year to fund our Capital Plan.

Now is the time to get that person, couple or family 
you know to join without the Initiation Fee hurdle.  

We used this approach many years ago with great success.  Once we have the 
new members, we must strive to keep them by offering a great product.  We must 
continue to improve our dockage, outdoor space and restaurant facility.  We want 
SBYC to be a Getaway Oasis.  

When the Bay City Boating and Fishing Club (now SBYC) opened in 1895, it 
offered members row boats to use as well as a place to keep their boat.  We are 
investigating the purchase of  some Kayaks for members to use.  I think it would 
be a great addition to the Club, and help attract younger members.  We could add 
a map with paddle times to destinations along the river, more to come on this.

I ventured down to Cobo Hall last month for the Detroit Boat Show.  It’s 
been years since I attended the annual event.  I didn’t realize there were 10,000 
variations of  the pontoon boat, however there was that very nice 31’ Tiara in the 
corner.  Wandering around the hall with an adult beverage really gets you in the 
mood for another boating season.  I went the last day of  the show and there were 
a lot of  Sold stickers on the boats, and it looked like more deals were working.  
There may be some pent up demand for fun.  There was a row of  Marinas 
promoting there amenities, DYC had a nice booth with info on their Club.  I 
hopped back in the car to come home, reality set in, still only 5 degrees outside.

Men, Skeg Night will be Thursday March 26th.  Look for the program flyer for 
info.  This is always a good night to bring a prospective member.  Traditionally, 
the men would come out to fire up the Club for Spring.  Skeg Night was created 
to honor that first gathering of  the season.

As always, see you at the Club…
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Each One Reach One
~ Pam Murchison , Vice Commodore
Now is the time for all good members to work for the 
good of  the Club.  What can you do?  First of  all you 
can bring your friends, especially those with boats, 
to experience our friendly atmosphere.  Remember, 

we have docks 
available, our 
fairways and 
slips are deep 
and the summer 
atmosphere with 
grass and trees 
is unmatched on 
the river.  Chef  
Harry’s food is 
superb.  Best of  
all for the 2015 
season the Board 
of  Directors is 

paying the initiation fee for all new members.

Are you a member boat owner who is not docking at 
SBYC?  How often do you really use that pool?  Why 
not encourage your new friends at the “other marina” 
to join us at SBYC?  You may have to drive across the 
bridge but once you see the phragmites you are in a 
different world, a cottage (boat) community right at 
home – no three hour drive up north.

Social members are not off  the hook here.  We need 
social members too.  Just look at the people who 
work on fund raisers, write newsletters and serve 
on committees.  Without them SBYC would not be 
nearly the vibrant place it is.  The 2015 initiation 
fee incentive applies to social members too.  So 
invite your friends to experience what we have to 
offer.  Nothing compares to an evening on the patio 
watching the sunset followed by a delicious dinner.

One more thing.  Be outgoing and welcoming.  When 
you see a new or unfamiliar face, take a few minutes 
to chat and welcome that person, offer to dine 
together, ask them to join your table in the bar.  

Talking to strangers is one of  my weak points.  I 
promise to try harder so if  I think you are new and 
you have been a member “forever” humor me and 
don’t be insulted. 

See you at SBYC.

Hello SBYC Members. The new restaurant menu 
has been approved by the House Committee. Chef  
Harry will be running a few features on Friday nights 
showcasing some of  the new items. I really think the 
membership is going to enjoy this menu. 

The staff  has their new uniforms and they are looking 
ship shape!!

Please remember the restaurant will be open on 
Friday and Saturday nights starting in March.

Lots of  maintenance projects are getting the kitchen 
looking better than ever.

Cheers!!!!!

Try
SBYC

Now is the time to encourage your 
friends, family and colleagues to 

join Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 
For the 2015 season, 

new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee 

for new members.
For new Dockholders:

50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year

General Manager Update
~ Nick Alfano, General Manager
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From the Rear Commodore
~ Steve Goodnow, Rear Commodore

Hello Saginaw Bay Yacht Club members.  While it 
certainly doesn’t feel like it outside, spring is just 
around the corner.  With spring will come flower 
planting, dock work, and the start of  another SBYC 
season.  We need to be patient just a little longer.  
We are all going to need to be patient with our Flag, 

Board, Manager, staff, 
even the market we 
operate in.  

The slip market we 
compete in is very, 
very competitive.  
New Board member 
Jamieson Poirier 
commented at a recent 
Board meeting that we 
are in a market with 
700 boaters and 1400 
slips.  This imbalance 

didn’t happen overnight and it won’t resolve itself  
quickly.   Other marinas will continue to be very 
aggressive and we will need to be competitive.  Your 
Board recently voted to offer a new membership 
incentive for 2015 in the amount of  the initiation 
fee.  We hope this works to attract new members, 
especially dockholders.  We will have to be patient to 
find out.

Our food and beverage operation also operates in an 
extremely competitive market.  Our members have 
many choices for high quality restaurants in the Great 
Lakes Bay Region.  Our somewhat captive market, 
dockholders on their boats, is reduced in size and 
that results in less spending in the clubhouse.  A local 
country club that plans to reopen as an event center 
will probably be competition for our events business.  
Our food and beverage operation has to continue 
to strive to be top notch since it now competes 
increasingly as a dining destination.  General Manager 
Nick Alfano and Chef  Harry are working hard on 
new menu items.  We will have to be patient to see 
what works.

We will have to be patient with our club as it adapts to 
a very different marketplace than that which existed 
even fifteen years ago.  

Think Spring.

See you out at the Club.

Share Your Adventures! 
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article 
to The MASTHEAD! Members would love to hear 
about the hidden gems to be found here in Michigan, 
or the wonders around the nation and world, or even 
those all-time favorite spots we may have forgotten 
about! 

Send your stories and/or photos to Lynn Weaver at 
Lynn9117@gmail.com. If  you have questions, call 
Lynn at 989-737-9117.

Don’t Miss the 121st 

Annual 
Meeting 

of your

Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club

Friday,
April 10, 2015

7:30 pm

RSVP at 989-892-5905
or club@sbycmi.com.
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2015 Action Auction!
Our club’s biggest fund raiser of  the year, the Action 
Auction, will be Friday, May 22nd. This exciting event 
features silent and live auctions, raffles, a fabulous 
buffet dinner and much fun! 

Annual Dock Raffle! 
Be sure to get a ticket for the BIG Dock Raffle! Win 
free dockage for the upcoming Boating Season, or if  
you are a social member, win club credit for food & 
beverage! For your convenience, the cost of  the ticket 
can be added to your monthly bill at your request. 

Bucket of  Cheer Raffle! 
You can contribute to the Bucket of  Cheer and then 
enter the raffle to win it! Watch for more info about 
the annual Bucket of  Cheer! 

Silent and Live Auctions! 
What better way to start out the boating season than 
with a lively evening of  competitive shopping!  

How You Can Help!
We are in need of  auction item donations. These 
donations can be new and/or slightly used items, or 
they can also be services. For example, fishing trips, 
home-cooked gourmet dinners, cocktail and hors 
d’oeuvres parties go over great.  Be creative, have fun 
and participate!

Join the Committee!
The Action Auction committee is fun!  Join us in 
planning and setting up this great event.  If  you are 
interested, contact Wanda or Lynn:

Wanda Dziwura at 989-392-9717 
or email wandadz@charter.net  

Lynn Weaver at 989-737-9117 
or email lynn9117@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your support and watch 
your mailbox for more info coming about the Action 
Auction!

SAVE THE DATE:
Friday, May 22, 2015

EASTER BRUNCH
Sunday, April 5

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm

Kids Easter Egg Hunt 
1:00 pm

MENU
Bacon and Sausage Links

Scrambled Eggs Done Two Ways

Pancakes

Salmon

Corned Beef Hash

Marconi and Cheese

Baked Chicken

Country Ham

Carved Prime Rib

Whipped Potatoes and Gravy

Vegetable Medley

Full SBYC Salad Bar

Fresh Fruit & Chocolate Fountain

Assorted Cakes, Pies & Cookies

Adults - $21.95
Children 5-10 - $7.95

Under 5 - Complimentary

RSVP 989-892-5905 
or club@sbycmi.com
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