
O C T O B E R   2 0 1 5From the Helm
~ Bill Fletcher, Commodore

The Mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  

We are a unique community 
of individuals with shared 
values and common 
interests in an atmosphere 
of friendship and mutual 
respect.  A family of great 
people serving great 
people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for 
generations - we stand tall 
and proud along the water 
and welcome all who would 
join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.

October Hours 
of Operation:
Thursdays:

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Octoberfest/Meet the 
Nominees

Friday, Oct. 16

MSU/U of M Tailgate/
Chili Cook-Off

Saturday, Oct. 17

Fall Work Party
Saturday, October 24

SBYC Election Night/
Membership Meeting 
Friday, November 6

Greetings from the Saginaw.  It’s happened, last week I was running around 
in shorts and now I’m looking out my office window to see white caps on the 
river and the heat is on.  Fall is here.

Hopefully you were able to attend the many events in September.  I want to 
thank all that made our Commodores’ Celebration a great night.  The staff  

did a spectacular job with the decorations and 
the meal, and special thanks to Rear Commodore 
Steve Goodnow for orchestrating the event.  It was 
very special to have my parents Margot and Past 
Commodore Fred in attendance, they stayed till the 
end and walked out with the band.

The next day was our world famous, occasional, 
annual golf  outing at the Bay County Golf  Course 
down the road.  Many thanks to Past Commodore 
Dave Cole for organizing the event, we had a great 
turnout and our local weatherman came through 
as usual.  Many prizes were awarded, including one 

for negative yardage.  I blame spark nock from the previous evening for the 
absence of  my short game that day, thanks Neil.

Your Board of  Directors voted to replace the Makeup Air unit in the Kitchen.  
This will greatly improve the environment of  the Clubhouse.  Funds will come 
out of  our asset replacement account.  Also approved was to start a Capital 
Campaign for the replacement of  certain heating/cooling units and a new roof  
with insulation.  We will be calling a Membership Meeting for the same time as 
Election Night (November 6th).  Full details will be forthcoming. 

Check out the events for this month, much fun is still to come.  Due to timing, 
we decided to move the Fall Work Party out a week to Saturday the 24th.  That 
will leave all day open on the 17th for the Chili Cook off  and the U of  M/MSU 
game, or is it the MSU/U of  M game?  Either way, come on out and wear your 
colors and harass the other side.

Please help me welcome two new Social Members this month, William 
& Patricia Trahan of  Essexville and Jerome & Dianne Yantz of  Bay City.  
Remember to get a friend to TRY SBYC while the incentives are hot.

I hate to mention it, but the Holiday Season is just around the corner.  Now is 
the time to get with Nick to plan your Holliday Office or Family Party at the 
Club.  Your Club is truly a beautiful place when decorated for the season.

As usual, I’ll see you at the Club…
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From the Vice Commodore
~ Pam Murchison , Vice Commodore

From the Rear Commodore
~ Steve Goodnow, Rear Commodore

The autumnal equinox, September 21, and a 
beautiful September it has been but it will be a full 
six months before we can begin planning our next 
adventures on the Lakes in earnest.  Nonetheless, we 

have had an outstanding 2015 
season at SBYC.  The trouble 
with choosing highlights is that 
someone is sure to feel slighted.  
So with apologies first here we 
go.  Chef  Harry, Alice and their 
staff  have provided us with 
delicious adventures for our taste 
buds.  From appetizers through 

dinghy dinners to full feasts   and desserts (say molten 
chocolate lava cake) we have enjoyed right sized 
meals for every appetite.  The Social Committee lead 
by Julie H. introduced “music on the patio” and we 
all listened with enthusiasm.  Our resident weather 
person even supplied a majority of  mild, starry 
evenings and only a few mosquitoes.  Thank you, 
John.  All of  our traditional club events were ably 
arranged by Commodore Bill accompanied in several 
cases with a bit of  “bubbly”.  

Now come the winding down activities.  The Fall 
Work Party (October 24) will be organized by Rick 
Meeth and the Grounds Committee.  Have you 
noticed their recent accomplishments?  Lilly pads 
raked up, repairs in the launch dock area, deadheads 
hauled away with the SBYC pontoon.  (Please wear 
your life jacket using the pontoon.  You are making 
the VC nervous.)

Friday October 16 is Meet the Candidates night.  
Candidates and Board members will be identified by 
name tags.  This is your opportunity to fill our ears 
with your suggestion, wishes (no we cannot lower 
dues) and dreams for the future.  We hope we are able 
to fill some of  them.

Saturday, October 17 is the traditional Chili Cook 
Off. Time TBA when we know game time for the 
annual U of  M/MSU battle.  The array of  chilis 
provided by our member chefs is always amazing 
and sure or include at least one ingredient you never 
thought of  putting in chili. So wear your green and 
white or maize and blue, come out and have a great 
time.  (Some of  us with hearts in the Land of  10,000 
Lakes will wear our maroon and gold.)
See you at SBYC.

Hello SBYC members.  I hate to say it, but summer 
is over and it is time to get the boats tucked away and 
prepare for the coming cold weather.   Although it 
is Fall, it is still a busy time at our Club.  There are 
numerous events just around the corner.

The Meet the Nominees night is Friday, October 
16th.  This is an excellent opportunity to have a 

pleasant night out for dinner and 
meet the nominees.   The MSU/
UM Tailgate/Chili Cook-off is 
Saturday, October 17th.  Sample 
different Chili’s while the big 
interstate rivalry is on the big 
screen.   In addition to always 
being a good time, this game 
could be really big with possible 

national title implications.   October 24th is our Club 
Fall Cleanup.  We need a big turnout for this because 
we always have more work to get done than people 
to do it.  We usually start with rolls around 9:00AM 
and have a light lunch.  Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate.  

Friday night November 6th, is our annual SBYC 
election night.  Come out, have a nice dinner, and 
vote.    Saturday morning November 7th the dock 
and committee and interested volunteers will turn 
off  the water to the docks, blow out the lines to the 
docks, and deploy the bubblers in the basins.   This 
all takes some time and help, so come if  you can.  
This process starts around 9:00AM.   For a warmer 
activity, come out on Saturday, November 14th for the 
Christmas Decorating Party.   We traditionally have 
a beautifully decorated Club.   Help if  you can.

Look up our still relatively new General Manager, 
Nick Alfano, when you are out at the Club and say 
Hello.  If  you are pleased about something at the 
Club, let him know.  If  something does not please 
you, gently let him know that as well.  Nick can’t 
fix everything, but he is very interested in hearing 
from you.  Your feedback is where our effort to 
continuously improve begins.  

Speaking of  feedback, if  you have not filled it out and 
returned a survey form, please do so.  We need and 
value your input.

See you soon at the Club.
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General Manager Update
~ Nick Alfano, General Manager

Hello SBYC Members-   Unfortunately it looks 
like it’s that time of  the year- we have seen some 
boats being pulled from the water.  I believe for the 

most part it’s been a pretty 
good boating season for the 
members.  September sure had 
some beautiful weather maybe 
October will follow suit. 

I wanted to thank all the 
members for making my first 
boating season here at SBYC a 
success.

New Fall/Winter menu will be 
starting on Thursday October 1st. Chef  Harry has 
put together a menu that has good choices and is cost 
effective for the Club.

Your Board of  Directors is starting a Capital 
Campaign to help with the cost of  upgrading the 
heating/cooling equipment and a new roof  with 
insulation. You will soon receive notice of  a special 
membership meeting to be held on election night.

Don’t forget to sign up for the SBYC annual chili 
cook-off  for bragging rights around the Club!!!!!! 

Cheers!!!! 

Try
SBYC

Now is the time to encourage 
your friends, family and colleagues to 

join  Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 

For the 2015 season, new member 
incentives include:

NO Initiation Fee for new members.
For new Dockholders:

50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year

The SOS Distress Light from Sirius Signal is an 
environmentally safe alternative to marine flares.  It 
doesn’t expire, and is water submersible, buoyant, and 
lightweight.  The device’s LED light has a visibility of  
10 miles and a battery life of  6+ hours.  Because only 
its batteries need to be replaced, it reduces the toxic 
waste that is associated with flares.

The Sirius Signal SOS non-toxic electronic visual 
distress signal device 
meets U.S Coast Guard 
requirements for Night 
Visual Distress Signals 
(46 CFR 161.0130.  When 
combined with the included 
daytime distress signal flag, 
it meets all USCG federal 
requirements.

$99.95.  888-526-0005    
www.siriussignal.com 

Environmentally Safe 
Flare Alternative

The Annual SBYC

MSU vs. U of M
Tailgate Party &
Chili Cook-Off

Saturday, October 17
Game Time: To Be Announced!

Sign up today to enter the chili cook-off!  
Watch the game, taste-test all the 
entries and vote for your favorite!  

Winner gets bragging rights for the year!

http://www.siriussignal.com
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National Sailing Hall of Fame inducts Meade and Jan Gougeon
~ Grace Ombry, Marketing Director
   Gougeon Brothers, Inc.

Meade and Jan Gougeon will be inducted 
into The National Sailing Hall of  Fame 
(NSHOF) in October of  2015. Meade and 
Jan, along with their brother Joel, founded 
Gougeon Brothers, Inc. in 1969. They were 
selected because of  their pioneering work 
in the use of  epoxies for boat construction, 
and because each are accomplished sailors.

Meade is still sailing competitively as he 
approaches age 80; in July of  2015 he 
raced his trimaran Adagio in the Bell’s 
Beer Bayview Mackinaw race. Annually 
he competes in the 300-mile Everglades 
Challenge, a grueling race of  small boats 
powered only by wind or muscle. He came 
in first in his class (sailing kayaks and 
canoes) in 2014.

Jan also sailed competitively from age 11 until shortly 
before his death in late 2012 at age 67. He dominated 
the DN ice boat fleet from 1971 to 2000, winning 
11 national championships and four Worlds. He is 
the only member of  the 2015 NSHOF class to be 
inducted posthumously.

NSHOF announced that a total of  six people will 
make up its 2015 class of  inductees. In addition 
to Meade and Jan, inductees include sailing school 
founder Steve Colgate (Ft. Myers, Fla.), Olympic 
medalist Paul Foerster (Rockwall, Texas), Olympic 
medalist and author JJ Fetter (San Diego, Calif  and 
U.S. Olympic Yachting Committee Director Samuel 
V. Merrick (Bay Head, N.J.), the recipient of  the 
NSHOF’s 2015 Lifetime Achievement Award.

“The six members of  the class of  2015 join 42 
previously-recognized individuals  as the National 
Sailing Hall of  Fame continues to fulfill its mission 
by focusing attention on Americans who have made 
outstanding contributions to the sport of  sailing,” 
said Gary Jobson, President of  the NSHOF. “Those 
achievements – on-the-water, at a drawing board or 
in the administration of  the sport – have inspired and 
affected competitive sailors and recreational boaters 
alike. By recognizing these contributors and sharing 
their stories, the NSHOF is preserving the history of  
the sport and its impact on American culture while 
inspiring the next generation of  sailors.”

About the NSHOF:  The National Sailing Hall 
of  Fame is a not-for-profit educational institution 
dedicated to:  preserving the history of  the sport and 
its impact on American culture; honoring those who 
have made outstanding contributions to the sport of  
sailing; the teaching of  math, science and American 
history; inspiring and encouraging sailing development; 
and providing an international landmark for sailing 
enthusiasts. The NSHOF has partnered with US Sailing 
and the U.S. Naval Academy, and is associated with 
yacht clubs throughout the country, in its efforts to 
recognize role models of  outstanding achievement. For 
more information on the NSHOF, visit:  www.nshof.org

http://www.nshof.org/
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B.A.R.S. 
Bicycling Awesome Riding Society
BARS specializes in weekly group rides in Bay City.  
On Thursday, September 10th, over 200 bikers 
pedaled from Wenonah Park to SBYC, enjoyed a 
beverage and our beautiful club, then were on their 
way back to downtown Bay City.  It was a great way  
to show off  our club to a great group of  people.  
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“Lowell Thomas has put together an excellent group of  stories about military persons from Midland County in combat, expressed candidly and with personal feeling.      An excellent read.”

Highlighting PC Mike Merrill
Author Lowell Thomas wrote the book “Silent 
Heroes” – a compilation of  stories of  Midland 
County residents who served in the Armed Forces, 
primarily during World War II, but also in Korea and 
Vietnam.  SBYC PC Ross Thompson submitted the 
following book excerpt for your reading enjoyment.  
It is about our of  our own – the late PC Mike Merrill.  

E. E. (Mike) Merrill:  World War II 
Boat Commander at Age Twenty-Two

“Give me a fast ship, for I intend to go in harm’s 
way.”  When John Paul Jones made that statement he was 
only nineteen years old and the first mate of  a slave ship 
in the 1760s.  He did not know that his words would ring 
down through the centuries to a young man from Midland.

At age twenty-two, Mike Merrill was undoubtedly 
the youngest commanding officer of  a PT (patrol torpedo) 
boat in World War II.  With its laminated mahogany hull, 
held together with glue and 400,000 screws, a PT boat was 
the fastest ship in the U.S. Navy.

The eighty-foot, fifty-ton vee bow craft could 
travel at speeds up to sixty three miles per hour.  It had 
a low profile above the waterline, and was not only fast, 
but extremely maneuverable.  In addition to being the 
commanding officer of  his PT boat, Merrill was also 
assigned as the engineering officer of  his squadron of  
twelve PT boats.  That meant he was responsible for the 
maintenance of  the hulls and engines, and keeping the 
boats and equipment in top working order.

After receiving his commission as an Ensign in 
the U.S. Naval Reserve and graduating from Naval Officers 
Training School, Merrill spent an intense four months, 
training at the Motor Torpedo Boat Training Base at 
Melville, Rhode Island.  Merrill had volunteered for PT 
boat duty.  “It was the only way to get into PT service,” 
said Merrill.  “Everyone was a volunteer.”

Following this training, he had a brief  furlough 
at home with his wife, Grace.  It was then that their son, 
William (Bill) came into the world.  Merrill left for the 
South Pacific when Bill was just four days old.  He would 
not see his son or Grace again for another year and a half.   
“My wife still won’t knowingly buy a Japanese product,” 
Merrill said, only half  kidding.

After receiving his promotion to Lt. (jg), 
and serving as the executive officer, he became the 
commanding officer on the “Dragon Lady.” Better known 
on naval records as PT 155, and spent the next eighteen 
months fighting a war.  

Merrill had a crew consisting of  an executive 
officer and seventeen enlisted men, many older.  They 
were also highly trained, some under Merrill’s tutelage, 
to maneuver the craft and to man the mighty firepower.  
It was also the same type of  craft that John F. Kennedy 
was piloting when it was rammed and ultimately sunk by 

a Japanese destroyer during the war.  Merrill was more 
fortunate, and his craft was credited with sinking several 
Japanese ships and barges, and downing a number of  
Japanese warplanes over and around New Guinea and the 
Philippines.

Merrill’s streamlined watercraft was armed with 
a 40 mm cannon, a 37 mm anti-aircraft gun, a 20 mm 
gun, tow 50 caliber machine guns, sixteen rockets, four 
torpedoes, six depth charges and an 80 mm mortar.  It was 
powered by three V-12 cylinder Packard engines.  Each 
engine produced 3,000 horsepower, and could accelerate 
from eight knots, or seven miles per hour, to forty knots, 
or thirty-five miles per hour in eleven seconds.
 The ship carried 3,000 gallons of  100-octane 
aviation gasoline and consumed up to 1,000 gallons per 
hour at full speed.
 “It was a fabulous craft, and the most 
maneuverable ship in the navy,” Merrill said.  “Because it 
had a draft of  only three feet, we could get in close to the 
islands without running aground, damaging the hull or 
props.”
 That was a tremendous responsibility for a twenty-
two-year-old chemistry graduate from Central Michigan 
University with a fresh officer’s commission.
 The small, speedy boats were dubbed the 
“Mosquito Fleet,” because they were ambush vessels, 
hunters and marauders.  They would normally patrol 
after dark in groups of  two or three, seeking their targets, 
striking, and beating a hasty retreat.  Assignments also 
included escort duty, spy transport, leading beachhead 
invasions, and laying smoke screens.
 Eventually, the Mosquito Fleet was tagged as 
“Barge Busters” because they were sinking so many barges 
used by the Japanese as they hauled troops and munitions 
to the islands around the South Pacific.  The PT boat 
crews also aided in rescuing General MacArthur from 
Corregidor when the Philippines fell to Japan.

~continued on page 8~



The Masthead      Page 8                      October 2015

 According to naval history, PT boats were in more 
frequent contact with the enemy, at a closer range, then 
any other surface craft in all of  World War II.
 Like an animal that spends most of  its time 
hunting for food, Merrill and his crew of  the Dragon Lady 
spent most of  their waking hours hunting for Japanese 
ships and munitions.  Their waking hours sometimes 
covered the twenty-four hour clock.  “When we weren’t 
running missions we were loading munitions and refueling 
our boats at home base: Merrill smiled.  “We seldom had 
pumps, and if  we did, they were hand ones.  Most of  the 
time refueling had to be done by pouring the gas through 
large funnels and into the boat’s tanks directly from fifty-
five gallon drums.  It would take hours.”
 Merrill recalled vividly the day they entered a 
Japanese-held harbor in Sandakan, Borneo.  Four other 
PT boats and the Australian air force assisted them.  Their 
mission was to destroy the three-mile harbor laden with 
Japanese ships, repair facilities and ammunition storage.
 “We had been given detailed aerial photographs 
showing us where we could find our targets,” recalled 
Merrill.  “We went under cover of  darkness, as we did on 
most missions.”
 But they did not go unnoticed.  Almost 
immediately, the Japanese were firing at them from the 
surrounding cliffs.  “We didn’t have time to be frightened,” 
he said.  “That wasn’t one of  the options.”
 They were like ducks on a pond when the green 
tracer shells from the Japanese guns kept coming at them 
as the PT oats attached the shore targets time after time, 
firing all the weapons they had on board, including their 
rockets and torpedoes.  The muzzle blast on the cliffs 
looked like throbbing flashlights in the blackness of  
the pre-dawn.  “The barrels of  our 50 caliber machine 
guns became so hot they burned out, and the shells were 
eventually just being lobbed a few yards beyond the boat,” 
Merrill remembered.
 Shortly after sunrise, with their munitions spent, 
they escaped the harbor under cover of  a smoke screen 
launched from their craft.  The mission complete, all four 
boats fled the harbor under continuous gunfire hailing 
down from cliffs above.  Merrill’s craft had numerous 
bullet holes lining the sides and deck.  
 The mission was successful, not only because the 
targets had been destroyed but also because there were 
no Americans killed.  There were a few injuries, including 
Merrill, when he caught some shrapnel in the face.  “It cut 
and broke my nose, but it was pretty insignificant and I 
never reported it.”  Had he done so, he would have been 
awarded the Purple Heart. “Insignificant” is only a relative 
term Merrill uses.  Compared to injuries he had seen to 
other fighting men, he saw his as only a minor, temporary 
inconvenience.
 That was only one of  the dangerous missions the 
Dragon Lady undertook, but the modest Merrill doesn’t 
elaborate.  He only mentions that PT 155 was one of  the 
most notorious boats in the squadron for all the damage it 
did to Japanese shipping around the Philippines.

 One mission, however, he recalls with some 
pride.  It was during the fighting in the Davao area where, 
according to an undated newspaper clipping, there was 
“savage fighting.”  Merrill’s squadron destroyed a small 
Japanese naval base and a half-dozen Japanese torpedo 
boats and fuel and ammunition dumps.
 Merrill’s aging memory does not recall the details 
because he was pretty busy at the time, but his boat was 
carrying a celebrity for a couple of  hours during the 
skirmish.  Some time after the foray, he received a telegram 
that read, “My thanks and cordial greetings.”  It was 
signed by General Douglas MacArthur.  PT 155 had taken 
MacArthur from a cruiser to an army base, some sixty 
miles distant.
 While his mind does not recall the details of  some 
of  the battles he was in, he does recall something that has 
been reduced to trivia today.  He remembers listening to 
the Detroit Tigers as they beat the Chicago Cubs to win 
the World Series in 1945.  Perhaps the significant part was 
that he and the crew of  PT 155 listened to that game as it 
was being broadcast to the Philippine Islands.
 It was one thing to go into battle at night, 
according to Merrill, it was something else to return from 
battle amidst rough seas.  “One night we had captured 
some Japanese soldiers and were heading back to our base 
at Mindanao in the Philippine Islands.  We ran into twenty-
foot seas.”  He chuckled as the memory flooded back.  
“We were tossed from one swell to the next, the prisoners 
all got sick and they regurgitated rice all over the boat.  It 
was a wild night!”
 As the engineering officer, he was readying his 
squadron for the invasion of  Japan when the atom bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki, ending the war.
 Following the war, most of  the PT boats were 
towed onto a huge sandbar off  Samar in the Philippines 
and set afire.  “Most of  them were pretty beat up,” Merrill 
reflected, “and because of  the wooden hulls, they wouldn’t 
be mothballed.  That was a pretty sad thing,” he added, 
“standing on the shore watching them burn.  It was really 
with mixed emotions.”
 For most of  the world the war was over, but not 
for Merrill.  He received orders to take a refrigeration ship 
from Samar to Pearl Harbor.  “I drew the short straw,” 
Merrill chuckled.  “We got as far as Guam and I convinced 
my superiors that the ship was not seaworthy, and it really 
was not,” he recalled.  Instead of  going home, he was sent 
on to Japan and assigned to the minesweeper USS Elusive 
to teach the Japanese how to sweep up the mines they had 
laid all up and down the eastern coast of  the islands.
 Merrill finally left the navy in June 1946, but the 
navy has never left him.  After sixty years of  boating, he is 
celebrating his thirtieth anniversary as commodore of  the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  
 Following his discharge, Merrill worked for 
two years for Dow Corning, but retired thirty-two years 
later as the director of  quality from The Dow Chemical 
Company in 1981.  He then established his own successful 
management consulting business that ended eight years 
later.
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