
A P R I L   2 0 1 6From the Helm 
  ~ Pam Murchison, Commodore UPCOMING       

EVENTS:

Spring Work Party
Saturday, April 23

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 7

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 8

Flower Planting Day
Saturday, May 21

Spring Wine Tasting
Saturday, May 21

Action Auction
Friday, May 27

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 28

Memorial Day 
Weekend Cookout

Sun. - Mon., May 29-30

April Hours:
Thursdays 

Bar: 1700 - 2100
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Saturdays

Bar: 1500 - 2400
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of 
individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship 
and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, 
nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along 
the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

As winter comes to an end

I wish I could send this lovely Puerto Rican weather (86 degrees and a 
breeze) to SBYC.  We would know what to do with it.  The wide bays of  
Vieques, a small island off  the south east shore, are lined with palms and 
large enough to accommodate the whole SBYC fleet.  What a rendezvous 

we could have!  At night we could 
tour the bioluminescent bay where 
phytoplankton, 500/inch absorb light 
during the day and emit the light at night 
as the water is stirred by paddles in our 
kayaks.  Their 36 hour lifespan makes 
them a true “flash in the pan.”

Launchings are upon us.

The gentlemen of  the club have opened 
the 2016 season with Skeg night.

On April 1 the membership will initiate 
the 122nd year of  the club at the annual 
meeting.  Plans for financing the roof  
will be a primary topic.

Some members will launch their boats having counted the days since 
storing in the fall.

On April 23 the Spring Work Party will ready the grounds for our summer 
enjoyment.  Mark your calendar and plan to help.

The club will gradually expand hours of  operation.

Come out and enjoy your club and be sure to notice the new table 
decorations donated by Tina and Gary Grigg.  Thank you.

See you at the club.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Vice Commodore

Try
SBYC

Encourage your friends, 
family and colleagues to join 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 
For the 2016 season, 

new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee for new members.

For new Dockholders:
50% off dockage for first year

25% off dockage for second year

Hello Saginaw Bay Yacht Members!  March came 
in like a Lion but looks like it will go out like a 
lamb.  I am ready for warmer weather.  April should 
be warmer and brings with it the April 1st Annual 
General Membership Meeting, the Spring Work 
Party on the 23rd,  and the first early season expansion 

of  Clubhouse days of  
operation.   

April is a very important 
month at SBYC.  The 
Annual General 
Membership Meeting is 
an important part of  how 
we as members govern 
our club.  It is part of  
our democratic process.  
Plans are shared, updates 
are given, and we kick off  

our season.  Oh, and lest I forget, we get to share a 
wonderful dinner together on April 1st.  Please plan to 
attend if  at all possible.

The Spring Work Party, on April 23rd, is also an 
important Club event.  Our grounds are one of  our 
major strengths as a Yacht Club.  The beauty, variety, 
and placement of  our plantings are second to none.  
Commodore Murchison always has a wonderful 
plan and I am sure this year is no exception.  What 
we need is people power.  We not only plant and 
landscape, we also usually turn on the dock water 
system and pull the circulators from the basins.  
Most years we usually end up adding gravel to our 
seawalls.  In short, we try to do a lot in about five 
hours.  We usually share a pastry around 9AM usually 
most are done and gone by 1 to 2 PM.  This includes 
something from Chef  Harry for lunch.  Bring shovels, 
rakes, etc., and let’s make 2016 a record turn-out for 
the Work Party.  Come, play in the dirt with friends, 
and help keep SBYC beautiful.

April 1st also brings the shift to April days and 
hours of  operation.  Thursdays start up on April 7th 
featuring a return of  Tapas with the Bar opening at 
5:00 PM and food at 6:00 PM.  Both close at 9:00 
PM.  Fridays the Bar opens at 5:00 PM with Dinner 
from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM and a midnight bar close.  
Saturday kicks off  April 2nd with the Bar opening at 

3:00 PM and Dinner from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  The 
Bar will close at midnight.  

Saturday dinners will feature more variety as much as 
we can while allowing Chef  Harry to move what we 
have.  Chef  Harry promises that half  of  the Saturdays 
in a given month will feature his Italian delicacies.  
Watch for Ashley’s emails.  I for one look forward to 
the opportunities to come to the Club and see friends 
on Thursdays and Saturdays.  Fridays have not been 
easy for me for the last year or so.  

Your House Committee has asked Chef  Harry to 
streamline and slim down the main Dinner Menu 
including a slimmer salad bar.  We also intend to staff  
lighter on Thursdays and Saturdays.  This trend will 
continue to be evident when we open on Wednesdays 
and Sundays in May.  We will all need to be patient 
especially on nights when we are staffed light.  We 
want to offer the very best service but must do so 
efficiently.  Here we go, the season has begun.

See you at the Club!
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2015 Giving Tree
  ~ Cheryl Becker

From the Rear Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Rear Commodore

Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Co-Chair

Greetings Saginaw Bay Yacht Club members.  April 
is a great month at the Club as our boats will start 
docking at the club.  Last year we had lots of  damage 
to our docks due to ice buildup; this year Mother 

Nature has been kind to us 
with very little damage.  We 
will be raising a few docks 
to accommodate the new 
members with larger boats 
that are coming to our 
club this year.  Some are 
members that have moved 
from Social Members to Full 
Dockholder Members.  We 
will also be repairing the 

dock on the river so it will be functional and have a 
better appearance.

Speaking of  appearance, Saturday, April 23, is our 
spring cleanup day at the Club.  The flower beds will 
be prepared for planting (done at a later date); the 
Guest Dock, as well as the river docks, will be power 
washed so the Club appearance from the river will be 
more “Beautiful to the Eye.”  With that being said, we 
need as many members as possible to help!  Feel free 
to bring a rake, shovel, power washer with added hose 
to hook up to the water outlet.

April is a special month because the Club is now 
opening on Thursday, Friday and Saturday for dining 
and drinks.  Friday, April 1, is our Annual Meeting 
so please call the Club in advance and make your 
reservations for dinner and reserve your seat for the 
meeting.

Please mark your calendar in the month of  May … 
Kentucky Derby Day Party is May 7.  Ladies don’t 
forget to wear your fancy Derby hats and mint juleps 
will be flowing!  May 8 is our Mother’s Day Brunch.  
Again, make your reservations for your whole family 
… the food is delicious!  Many more activities will be 
listed in the April and May Masthead.

See you at the Club! 

Hello to all club members.  Dale and I just got back 
from two weeks of  warm and sun and so ready for 

Michigan summer at the 
club!  Our first big event 
for everyone to ‘MARK 
YOUR CALENDAR’ is the 
Kentucky Derby, Saturday, 
May 7.  Ladies dust off  
your hats and if  you don’t 
have a hat, there will be one 
available.  Study your horses 
before the race and get ready 

to place your bets with Kimmie.  Watch for the many 
exciting upcoming events.  See you at the club!

Saturday, May 7th 
at SBYC

Watch for more details coming soon!

Mark Your 
Calendar!
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SBYC 2016 Roof Rally!
Just like our homes, our club needs regular updates 
and maintenance, including those higher price items 
like roofs, furnaces and air conditioning.  

The roof  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club has been 
holding back the wind, rain and snow now and has 
long since surpassed its average life expectancy – 
due to ongoing patching.  Our roof  is currently in 
desperate need of  replacement.  Future attempts at 
patching is not a viable option.   

Our heating and air conditioning units are overdue 
to be replaced.  The units sit on our roof  and are out 
of  date and failing.  We need dependable heat and air 
conditioning at our club. 

Need for the “Roof  Rally” 
Our roof  and HVAC units are in need of  immediate 
replacement.  A capital campaign is the best 
way to complete these immediate and additional 
improvements without significantly depleting 
the club’s existing resources.  Our existing asset 
replacement account will help, but it is critical that   
we do not significantly reduce it, since we currently 
have no existing operating reserves.

Goal
Our total goal is $100,000

About the Roof  and HVAC Project 
Roof: We will replace the roof  with a new Duro-
Last .040 white membrane roof.  It will include two 
staggered layers of  1.5” of  ISO insulation.  The roof  
includes a 15-year warranty on labor and materials.  

The Duro-Last roof  will not only keep the rain and 
snow out of  our club, its high reflectivity (reflects 
88% of  the sun’s energy) will help reduce cooling 
costs. 

HVAC Units:  Our Heating Ventilating and Air 
Conditioning Units need to be updated and replaced.  
The bar area HVAC unit will be replaced and the 
single HVAC unit in Spalding Room will be replaced 
with two rooftop units. 

Benefits
Not only will our club’s exterior be enhanced with the 
new roofing, we will reduce maintenance costs and 
lower heating and cooling bills.

 SBYC ROOF RALLY PLEDGE FORM
 YES!  I want to make a pledge to the 2016 SBYC Roof  Rally Campaign

 Name (Please Print) _______________________________   Signature __________________________________

 Pledge Amount:  r  $5,000 r  $2,500 r  $1,000 r  Other $________

 r  Credit Card  r  Check enclosed   r  Bill Me

 Credit Card # __________________________________________  Exp. Date __________   CVV # _________

Please return to SBYC Capital Campaign,  P.O. Box 45, Essexville, MI 48732
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The Great SBYC Dock & Dining Raffle
  ~ Craig Murchison, Past Commodore

Action Auction 
Eat  Free or 
Dock  Free
RAFFLE

Once again the SBYC BOD has authorized the 
holding of  the Dock & Dinning raffle as an 
important part of  the Annual Action Auction.  For 
new members, the Action Auction is one of  SBYC’s 
most enjoyable events with many great items to bid 

on.  It is important 
to the Club and you 
won’t want to miss it.  
An integral part of  the 
auction is the raffle.  
We sell 100 tickets 
at $50 each with the 
winner ticket being 
drawn the night of  the 

Auction.  The winner will receive a free 40’ dock for 
the next season.  If  the winner has no need of  a dock, 
they will receive the equivalent of  $1400 dining/bar 
credit for immediate use over the next 12 months.  
The raffle has made a lot of  members very happy 
over the years.

The tickets are numbered 1 to 100 so you can pick 
your lucky numbers.  Tickets may be purchased from 
Ashley in the office or PC Murchison.  The best 
option is calling Ashley right away to get your favorite 
numbers and not be shut out.  Early is important 
because Tom (luck of  the Irish) Greenia, who knows 
how to pick’em, is likely to sneak into the office and 
buy the best numbers from Ashley at any moment.  
Also if  you buy early, you avoid being accosted by PC 
Murchison and won’t have to listen to his sales pitch 
for the umpteenth time.  

Odds: 1 ticket, 100/1;  2 tickets 50-1;  4 tickets 25/1; 
10 tickets 10/1;  100 tickets – enjoy your “free” dock 
–God bless you. 

Thank you to Gary and Tina Grigg for the beautiful 
table decorations they donated to the club.
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Action Auction is Friday, May 27!  This exciting 
event features silent and live auctions, raffles, a 
fabulous buffet dinner and much fun! 

You can help make this event a big success by 
donating an item for the auction.  Donations can be 
new and/or slightly used items, or they can also be 
services. For example, fishing trips, home-cooked 
gourmet dinners, cocktail and hors d’oeuvres parties 
go over great.  Be creative, have fun and participate!  

Use the form below and send or drop off  your 
dontation at the club!

SAVE THE DATE: Action Auction - Friday, May 27!
Be sure to get a ticket for the “Eat Free or Dock Free 
Raffle!” Win free dockage for the upcoming Boating 
Season, or if  you are a social member, win club 
credit for food & beverage (a $1400 value)!  For your 
convenience, the cost of  the ticket can be added to 
your monthly bill at your request. 

Questions?  Contact Wanda Dziwura at 989-392-
9717 or wandadz@charter.net or Lynn Weaver at 989-
737-9117 or lynn9117@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your support!

SBYC Action Auction Donation Agreement
      

Company_________________________________________________ Phone Number______________________________________

Contact Name________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YES!  I want to donate an ITEM OR SERVICE

Brief Description ______________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Restrictions if applicable _______________________________________________________________________________________

Quantity _________________________ Value $_________________________________________________

Delivery or pick up instructions __________________________________________________________________________________

How do you want your company or name listed in the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Membership Roster?

________________________________________________________________________________________

Donor Signature______________________________________________________ Date____________________________________

Please return to: Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, c/o Action Auction Committee, P.O. Box 45, Essexville, MI 48732
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Skeg Night 2016
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