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From the Helm 
  ~ Pam Murchison, Commodore

The Mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  

We are a unique community 
of individuals with shared 
values and common 
interests in an atmosphere 
of friendship and mutual 
respect.  A family of great 
people serving great 
people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have 
for generations - we stand 
tall and proud along the 
water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit 
of enjoyment and fun.

December Hours 
of Operation:

Fridays, December 2 
and 

Fridays, December 9
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 – 2100

UPCOMING     
EVENTS:

SBYC Christmas Party
Saturday, December 3

SBYC Children’s 
Christmas Party

Sunday, December 11

It happened again!  While many of  you were enjoying your first “long winter’s 
nap” of  the season and the wind howled outside, 12 bright and cheery elves 
arrived at SBYC on Saturday morning and transformed the Club into a 

Christmas wonderland.   A task made much easier 
by the very organized way that Michael, our capable 
maintenance engineer, put it all away after last 
holiday season. The elves’ only pay was camaraderie 
and pizza.  Plan to be an elf  yourself  next year on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving.

The roof  is coming along – waiting for some parts 
whose need was unanticipated.  Soon we should be 
able to close the book on this project and Santa and 
his sleigh should be able to land for the Children’s 
Christmas Party December 11 instead of  using 
the parking lot.

By the time you read this I hope you have made 
reservation for the SBYC Christmas Party December 3.  It is sure to be a 
tasty time with music for dancing and a chance to wish all your friends a joyous 
season and a Happy New Year.

Please remember to make your donation to the Christmas Bonus Fund for 
our staff  which serves us so well during the whole year.   It was a challenging 
year with many staff  changes but each of  them contributed to our comfort and 
accommodated our many requests. Although we make every effort to pay them 
well, for most of  them their jobs with us are part time and this is an excellent 
time to show our appreciation for all that they do.  Cards for donations are 
available at the bar or in the office. 

Finally, let me thank you for making my year as your Commodore an 
experience I will not soon forget – happy, unique, challenging, sad, fun, long – 
the list of  adjectives goes on.  Craig, (without whom there would have been no 
new roof) and I wish you a safe and joy filled Christmas and a Happy 2017.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Vice Commodore

From the Rear Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Rear Commodore
Greetings from Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  The weather 
here is 85 and sunny with the waves breaking over 
the rocks and surf.  When you read this, my wife and 
I will have spent three weeks enjoying the sunshine 

and beach.  The fishing has been 
slow, but it’s finally starting to 
pick up. The humpback whales 
are finally coming into the bay 
and are such a beautiful sight.  
On Wednesday, two adults with 
three babies were in plain sight.

Back to reality, the bubbler/
aerators have been placed 
throughout the North and 

South Basin and are ready to go for the winter.  The 
water lines have also been blown out in preparation 
for winter.  With the month of  December now upon 
us, please check with the club for dates the club will 
be open for dining.  As always enjoy your wonderful 
holiday season and I’ll see you at the club.

Mike with his catch 
of Dorado, otherwise 
known as Mahi-Mahi!

Happy Holidays to the members and staff  of  THE 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  Overall, the weather has 
been easy on us and our Club is beautifully decorated 
once again.  A special thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the decoration effort.  

Dock-holders who haven’t 
turned in their dock applications 
for 2017 please do so.   The 
better idea we have in regard 
to who is returning, the better 
we can budget for next year.  It 
is also important in terms of  
holding your preferred slip.  If  
any of  your boating friends are 
considering a marina change, 

be sure to mention our beautiful grounds, close 
proximity to the bay, and great bar and restaurant.  

Our contractors continue working on our HVAC/
roof  project.  Please be patient as the Porch doesn’t 
have heat at this time so if  it too chilly we can’t use it.  
Let’s hope the weather stays mild so this project can 
be wrapped up.

Please remember to contribute to our Employee 
Christmas Fund.  Our staff  works hard all year and 
this gift to them communicates a hearty Thank You.  
Given the restricted hours available during and after 
the Holidays, this effort is very important to our 
employees.

I would like to thank all of  the members who are 
choosing to use SBYC for their Holiday Parties this 
year.  These events provide a different challenge and 
opportunity for our staff, and they enjoy them.  These 
events expose non-members to our Club at a time 
when it is beautifully decorated.  Good for all of  us.  

Thanks also to all members who donated to the Coats 
for Kids effort at the Club.  None of  us would like to 
contemplate an area child being without a warm coat, 
so we should always be generous for this.  Thanks 
also to all the members who have worked and are 
working to do our part in this great Holiday project.

Happy Holidays.
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Holiday Decorating Party 2016

SBYC Christmas Party
Saturday, December 3

SBYC Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday, December 11
11:00am – 2:00pm
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