
J U N E  2 0 1 6From the Helm 
  ~ Pam Murchison, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and 
common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great 
people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and 
welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Hours of Operation
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays:
Bar: 1700 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2000

Breakfast: 0800 - 1300 
Lunch/Dinner:

1400 - 1930

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Ladies Night Out 
Thursday, June 2

Venetian Night
Saturday, June 11

Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday, June 12

Father’s Day Cookout
Sunday, June 19

Fourth of July Cookout
Sun.-Mon., July 3-4

Tawas Rendevous
Fri.-Sun., July 8-10

Ahh it is June at SBYC.  Not only are there boats in the water, but leaves on 
the trees and flowers in the beds.  (Thank you to the enthusiastic crew who 
were blessed with sunny skies and warm temps—and later, aching muscles.)

The pump out has been fixed, yet again, there are lights on the SBYC sign 
facing the river and a crane has lifted the HVAC for the bar and kitchen from 
the parking lot to the roof.

Two new members have arrived with their 
boats.  The Scherzers, Jim, Laura and 
Austin have brought their 30 foot Catalina, 
Serenity Now, from Wheeler’s to slip 43.  
They have been sailors for ten years and 
Austin is just the right age to become a 
valued crew member.  They have sailed as 
far as Tawas and have Mackinaw on their “to 
do” list.  Right next to them in slip 44 are 
Russell and Josephine Petersen with their 35 
foot power boat, No Problem.  They also 
come to SBYC from Wheeler’s Landing and 
have been boaters for 45 years.  With the 
advantage of  power they have been to many 
ports with Tobermory a favorite. 

Speaking of  new, at the recent and very successful Wine Tasting and Action 
Auction many members have enlarged their wine cellars in preparation for the 
cruising season and/or acquired new treasures (art, edible goods or gourmet 
meals to anticipate) for boat or home.  If  you missed out, write yourself  a note 
for next year.

The Blessing of  the Fleet on June 12 is a unique opportunity for social and 
boating members alike to participate in one of  the oldest celebrations of  
things nautical.  See the article in this issue by PC Murchison for historical 
details and ways to enjoy the festivities which begin at noon on the front lawn 
and are followed by lunch in the Club.

For those in the know, maybe an eagle will fly over.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Vice Commodore

Hello SBYC members.  

You know that time of  year you always look forward 
to?  When the flowers are in the ground.  Many of  the 
boats are in the water.  When it finally really warms 
up?  That time is now.  Right now.   Enjoy! 

 Lynn and Wanda have 
worked tirelessly every 
year to make the Action 
Auction the success it has 
been.  They deserve our 
thanks for their effort and 
dedication.  Please thank 
them when you see them.

Chef  Harry and the 
House Committee are 
proceeding in an orderly 

fashion to upgrade the quality level of  the steaks we 
serve.  I was surprised to learn that only 6% of  the 
meat produced by the stockyards is prime grade.  This 
makes it in somewhat short supply and subsequently 
expensive.  We believe that we can make a significant 
improvement by offering Choice Angus in most cuts 
as opposed to Prime.  We hope this results in better 
quality meats without the high cost of  Prime.  Try a 
few and let us know what you think.  I believe a good 
drink at a fair price and really good meat served in 
beautiful surroundings will serve our Club well going 
into the future.

Speaking of  good drinks, I invite the entire SBYC 
family to join me in wishing Myles well as he embarks 
on a new chapter in his career.  I have never known 
SBYC without Myles being there.   I will sincerely 
miss his sense of  humor and wit.  May he live long, 
prosper, and remember his time with us fondly.  
Please be patient with our new bartending staff  as 
they learn our drink preferences.  This will take some 
time. 

I ask all who have not done so to please donate to 
the Roof  Rally.  We need a new roof  with insulation.  
Few of  us would wait long if  our home had no 
insulation above the ceiling.  Think for a moment 
about how much we have paid over the years in 
heating costs because we have no insulation where 
most of  the heat escapes. i.e. up.  Believe me, the lack 
of  insulation contributes to our roof  leaks.  Heat 
escaping up through the roof  puts the roof  through 
freeze/thaw cycles which causes leaks.  Few of  us 
would wait long if  the roof  on our home leaked in 
the kitchen and a dining area.  Yes, right now there are 
active leaks in the kitchen and porch.  Our roofer will 
patch them, again, next week and we will pay him to 
do so.  Please join me, along with the rest of  the Flag 
and Board, in raising the money to put an insulated 
roof  on our Club home.  Together we can and 
should do this.

See you at the Club.

Thank you to 
Carol Speltz 
for sharing this 
stunning SBYC 
sunset photo.

Carol is also 
to thank for 
the beautiful 
photographs 
now gracing the 
Ladies Room 
walls.
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2015 Giving Tree
  ~ Cheryl Becker

From the Rear Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Rear Commodore
Greetings!  Well, summer weather has finally arrived.  
Each day more and more boats are docking at the 

club and enjoying the club 
activities.  

We would like to extend 
a farewell to Myles, our 
bartender, who has been 
with us at the club for over 
12 years and wish him good 
luck in his next adventure 
in life. 

I would like to extend 
a personal thank you to 

Viselle and Hunter for helping me put in a fresh herb 
garden here at the club for Chef  Harry to use in the 
kitchen.  With that being said, please join us here at 
the club for lunch, dinner or just drinks.  Enjoy and 
be safe until next month

Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Co-Chair

Good Day, SBYC family.  May has been a fun-filled 
month of  social activities already and so many more 
boats in their slips.  It has been wonderful seeing our 
summer family again at the club.  June is filled with 

many activities as well, 
just remember to make 
reservations.  

We are having a Trivia 
Night for the first time 
on Thursday, June 9.  You 
can gather your own 
team or join one and with 
multiple minds working, 
YOUR team could win

Friendly reminder to 
make your reservations for Tawas Rendezvous July 
8-10 with the Michigan DNR website www.
midnrreservations.com

We are in the process of  gathering a number of  
lawn games for children and families and in need of  
a donated, large dock box or patio box to store the 
games out of  the elements.  The club will have corn 
hole, ladder ball, bocce ball and a croquet set to start.  

Please let the Social Committee know if  you have 
thoughts and ideas.  See you at the club!

Now for our music line up scheduled so far: 

Friday, June 17 ... Blues Guise

Friday, June 24 ... Melissa May & Brian Coonan   

Saturday, June 25 ... Joe Sloan’ aka Frank Sinatra

Saturday, July 16 ... Cool Lemon Jazz

Saturday, July 30 ... Pair of  Aces 

Saturday, September 3 ... Pair of  Aces 

Friday, September 9 ... Jim Pagel Jazz Trio  
There are plans for more ‘Music on the Patio’ this 
summer.  If  you want to sponsor or co-sponsor 
some music just let us know, (Julie or Ashley).  

Upcoming Social Events
Ladies Night 
Thursday, June 2 at 6:00 pm.
Enjoy a night of  friends, food, 
fashion, shopping and more!   

Safety Day 
Saturday, June 4 starting 
at 9:00 am
Learn about use of  flares and 
safety, proper cleat tying, first 
aid kits, boat inspections, freighter signals, and more. 

Trivia Night 
Thursday, June 9
Get your teams ready! 

Venetian Night 
Saturday, June 11
If  you have yet to experience this traveling boat to 
boat cocktail party, you may want to consider co-
hosting with a participating boat member.  

Blessing of  the Fleet 
Sunday, June 12
A favorite club tradition you won’t want to miss!   
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SBYC Blessing of the Fleet 
  ~ Craig Murchison, Past Commodore
The Blessing of  the Fleet is a tradition that began 
many centuries ago in Mediterranean fishing 
communities.  The practice is predominately Catholic 
and a blessing from the local priest was thought to 
ensure a safe and bountiful season.  In most United 
States ports, the event was brought by immigrants 
who held strongly to their Catholic religious beliefs.  
The events that are part of  the ritual vary by 
community and range from a simple ceremony to a 
multi-day festival including a Catholic mass, Parades, 
Pageantry, Dancing, Feasting and Contests.  

Our SBYC blessing was initiated by Commodore 
Bob Koffman in 1982.   Flag officers assembled on 
Commodore Koffman’s boat, Lady K, to salute the 
SBYC fleet as it passed bye.  This was followed by 
ceremonies held on the front lawn and followed by a 
scrumptious meal in the clubhouse. 

The current SBYC blessing begins with the Captain’s 
meeting in the    
clubhouse at 1000.  
All SBYC captains 
(whether they dock 
at the Club or not) 
are encouraged 
to attend.    The 
route, how to line 
up and what to 
do after being 
blessed are 
explain by Fleet 
Captain, PC 
Wayne Hilger.  
Each Captain 
fills out a form 
listing his boat 
name, the Captain’s 
name, and the names 
of  his crew for the day.  
These forms are eventually 
organized by Fleet 
Measurer John McMurry in 
the order of  the boats in the 
parade.  At 1200, the cannon 
is fired and the parade begins, 
lead by Expressway captained 
by PC Hilger.  The boats 
which have lined up between 
the cement plant and the 
railroad bridge proceed up river 

approximately to the buoy across from Anderson 
Marine where they reverse course and proceed one 
by one past the SBYC guest dock where they are 
saluted by the flag officers and blessed by Father 
Pat O’Connor of  the Diocese of  Saginaw to have 
fair winds and friendly seas during the season.   As 
each boat passes the dock, Fleet Measurer McMurry 
announces the boat, captain and crew. 

Following the parade all in attendance convene on 
the front lawn at approximately 1300.  Fleet 

Measurer McMurray will 
welcome all in attendance 
and acknowledge participants, 
contributors and honored guests.  
Father Pat will then formally 
bless the fleet.  Commodore Pam 
Murchison will introduce the Flag 
Offices, Board of  Directors and 
offer her reflections of  the day.  
The colors will then be struck by the 
honor guard, folded and presented 
to Commodore Murchison who 
will present them to PC Fletcher.  
During this ceremony all current 
board members and officers of  the 
Club stand at attention on the west 
side of  the flag pole with all attending 

past commodores doing the same on the east 
side.  

At the conclusion Commodore Murchison 
will briefly address the membership 
followed by, once again, a “scrumptious” 
meal in the clubhouse.  All members are 
strongly urged to attend.   Any “boat-
less” members wishing to ride on a 

boat during the parade are ask to see PC 
Wayne Hilger or PC Craig Murchison for possible 
arrangements.
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Venetian Night is a traveling cocktail party that allows 
members to visit 4 to 5 other club boats plus host 
a segment on your own boat.  With each segment 
comes an excellent opportunity to meet new people 
and renew aquaintences.  For members without 
slips at the Club who wish to participate, special 
arrangements can be made for your boat.  Please 
contact the dock committee.  

You will host on your own boat for one 30-minute 
segment and are asked to prepare an hors d’oeuvre 
and beverage for approximately ten guests. 
Decorating your boat is optional,but always adds to 
the festive spirit.  Plus you’ll be ready for the Blessing 
of  the Fleet the next day. Please sign up for Venetian 
Night on sheet posted in the club or call 892-5905.  

SIGN UP WILL END AT NOON ON 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016
(THIS ALLOWS TIME TO PREPARE AND PRINT THE 
ITINERARIES.) 

You will receive your itinerary on Saturday afternoon.  
A horn will blow to signal the start at 18:00 hrs.  
Proceed to the first boat on your itinerary.  Every 
30 minutes a horn blows to signal the end of  the 
segment and time to move to the next boat.  At about 
20:30 Hrs the horn blows to end the last segment. 
Bring your left over hors d’oeuvres and join everyone 
in the Commodore’s Lounge/Bar to continue the 
festivities. This point in the evening is an excellent 
time for non boating members to also join everyone 
in the clubhouse.

Questions: Contact Wayne or Sue Hilger at 989-793-
3342.

SBYC Venetian Night
Saturday, June 11, 2016
1800 Hours

A special goodbye to Myles Engelhardt.  His last 
day is Saturday June 4, although you may see him 

occasionally helping 
out for a special 
event.  

Myles will be 
starting a six week 
masonry/brick 
laying training in 
Lansing.  He then 
will be working 
from the local brick 
laying union in Bay 
City.  

We will miss him.  He made everyone’s time in 
the bar pleasant by remembering names and their 
particular likes.

Good luck, Myles, and thank you for your many 
years of  service to Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
members!

Goodbye Myles!

Try
SBYC

Encourage your friends, family and 
colleagues to join Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 

For the 2016 season, 
new member incentives include:

NO Initiation Fee for new members.
For new Dockholders:

50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year

DON’T 
FORGET
to clean up       
after your pets!
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SBYC 2016 Roof Rally!
Just like our homes, our club needs regular updates 
and maintenance, including those higher price items 
like roofs, furnaces and air conditioning.  

The roof  of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club has been 
holding back the wind, rain and snow now and has 
long since surpassed its average life expectancy – 
due to ongoing patching.  Our roof  is currently in 
desperate need of  replacement.  Future attempts at 
patching is not a viable option.   

Our heating and air conditioning units are overdue 
to be replaced.  The units sit on our roof  and are out 
of  date and failing.  We need dependable heat and air 
conditioning at our club. 

Need for the “Roof  Rally” 
Our roof  and HVAC units are in need of  immediate 
replacement.  A capital campaign is the best 
way to complete these immediate and additional 
improvements without significantly depleting 
the club’s existing resources.  Our existing asset 
replacement account will help, but it is critical that   
we do not significantly reduce it, since we currently 
have no existing operating reserves.

Goal
Our total goal is $100,000

About the Roof  and HVAC Project 
Roof: We will replace the roof  with a new Duro-
Last .040 white membrane roof.  It will include two 
staggered layers of  1.5” of  ISO insulation.  The roof  
includes a 15-year warranty on labor and materials.  

The Duro-Last roof  will not only keep the rain and 
snow out of  our club, its high reflectivity (reflects 
88% of  the sun’s energy) will help reduce cooling 
costs. 

HVAC Units:  Our Heating Ventilating and Air 
Conditioning Units need to be updated and replaced.  
The bar area HVAC unit will be replaced and the 
single HVAC unit in Spalding Room will be replaced 
with two rooftop units. 

Benefits
Not only will our club’s exterior be enhanced with the 
new roofing, we will reduce maintenance costs and 
lower heating and cooling bills.

 SBYC ROOF RALLY PLEDGE FORM
 YES!  I want to make a pledge to the 2016 SBYC Roof  Rally Campaign

 Name (Please Print) _______________________________   Signature __________________________________

 Pledge Amount:  r  $5,000 r  $2,500 r  $1,000 r  Other $________

 r  Credit Card  r  Check enclosed   r  Bill Me

 Credit Card # __________________________________________  Exp. Date __________   CVV # _________

Please return to SBYC Capital Campaign,  P.O. Box 45, Essexville, MI 48732
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Kentucky Derby Party 2016
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Kentucky Derby Party 2016
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