
March HOURS:
Fridays

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

M A R C H   2 0 1 6From the Helm 
  ~ Pam Murchison, Commodore UPCOMING EVENTS:

Skeg Night
Thursday, March 17

Children’s Easter Egg 
Hunt & Easter Brunch

Sunday, March 27

SBYC Annual Meeting
Friday, April 1

Spring Work Party
Saturday, April 23

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 7

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 8

Flower Planting Day
Saturday, May 21

Spring Wine Tasting
Saturday, May 21

Action Auction
Friday, May 27

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 28

Memorial Day Cookout
Sun. - Mon., May 29-30

THINK SPRING    

By March, in spite of  our mild winter, we are all soooo ready for spring and 
the calendar cooperates by giving us many markers to raise our hopes.  The 
circulators will be turned off  and the ice in the fairways will melt. Daylight 
savings time starts Sunday March 13 (though most people will adjust their 

clocks on Saturday the 12th at bed time) 
and once again sunset will happen while we 
are enjoying the porch and bar at SBYC.  
Minding our Shakespeare we will “beware 
the Ides of  March” and move on to St. 
Patrick’s Day, always a happy day to celebrate 
red hair and green beer.  

This year the men of  SBYC will be hoisting 
the Skeg on St. Patrick’s Day and the boating 
season will be upon us. (See the Skeg Night 
announcement in this Masthead.)  Gary 
Skory, Director of  the Midland County 
Historical Society, will be the evening’s 
speaker.  Gary has had a lifelong love of  
freighters. As a historian, he has studied 

many of  them and even cruised on several.  It should be an interesting evening 
for the guys accompanied by Chef  Harry’s delicious dinner offerings.

Spring officially arrives March 21.  Then it will be Easter Weekend with the 
Children’s Easter Egg hunt on Sunday March 27 as well as the traditional 
Easter Brunch Buffet.  Reservations for this popular event are much 
appreciated by the kitchen, bar and wait staffs. 

April 1, no fooling, is the date for this year’s Annual Meeting.  Set for the first 
Friday in April according to the Bylaws, it gives the membership an opportunity 
to review the accomplishments of  2015 and get a preview of  2016.  Mark your 
calendar now.

Wishing you genuine spring days in March. 

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique community of 
individuals with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship 
and mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, 
nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along 
the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Vice Commodore

Try
SBYC

Encourage your friends, family and 
colleagues to join Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 

For the 2016 season, 
new member incentives include:

NO Initiation Fee for new members.
For new Dockholders:

50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year

Hello Saginaw Bay Yacht Club members.  Spring is 
coming despite two ten inch plus snows in the last 
two weeks.  Let us hope March is coming in like a lion 
and will go out like a lamb.  I am certainly ready to 
transition to warmer weather.  A few more weeks and 
we should be able to stop running our bubblers in the 

basins.  It is expensive 
to run them, but it does 
reduce the ice damage 
to our docks.  As the 
2016 season continues 
to unfold, we have some 
important Club functions 
coming up soon.

First is Skeg Night on 
March 17th.  Skeg Night 
at SBYC has been an 
annual tradition for nearly 

100 years.  This is the night when the men of  SBYC 
gathered to celebrate the completion of  annual repair 
work done on the underside of  the old Club House.  
The old Clubhouse sat over the water on pilings.  
Back in the day, it was also a kick-off  for the new 
season.  We may not stand on the ice and work on 
the underside of  the Clubhouse anymore, but we still 
gather, raise our glasses and toast “SKEG” to those 
who did and to the beginning of  a new season.  I 
know it is on St. Patrick’s night, but it was the best we 
could do in terms of  scheduling this season.  Please 
consider this a call to action to all the men of  SBYC.  
Come to our Club for Skeg Night, participate in a 
nearly century old tradition, enjoy what promises 
to be a wonderful presentation on Great Lakes 
Freighters and, of  course, enjoy Chef  Harry’s Salmon 
or Prime Rib.  It will be a good night.   

Easter Brunch and the Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
are ten days later on March 27th.  There is no better 
place to celebrate Easter than at SBYC.

April 1st is the SBYC Annual Meeting.  This is an 
important early season event when we consider By-
Law changes and share information on the state of  
the Club.

Save the date of  April 23rd on your calendars.  This 
is the date for our Spring Work Party.  It takes a lot 

of  work to keep our grounds as beautiful as we have 
come to expect them.  The Spring Work Party is 
when we work the soil, plant, mulch, fix irrigation 
lines, check fresh water lines, pull bubblers and a lot 
more.  We routinely would like to get more done than 
we actually accomplish.  More people would be a 
big help.  Consider it an investment.  We invest part 
of  a day on April 30th and are rewarded all summer 
long by wonderful plants and flowers.  Jerry Somalski 
has been very, very generous year in and year out 
by bringing tools and equipment from his business 
(Bay Landscaping) that enabled us to be vastly more 
productive.  It helps, however, to bring your favorite 
shovel and rake since we still sometimes could use 
more.  Please come if  you can.  We usually start 
around 9 AM with a pastry and enjoy something from 
Chef  Harry for lunch. 

Financially we got off  to a good start in January.  Let 
us all continue to use our Club on the nights we are 
open and continue the momentum.   

We are now within six months of  the Tawas 
Rendezvous, so I believe we can now try or try again 
to get slip reservations.  Let’s try to set a record this 
year for the number of  boats from SBYC that go.  I 
think it would take 30 boats to set a record. 

I will be out of  town the first weekend of  March, but 
look forward to seeing all of  you soon at the Club.
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2015 Giving Tree
  ~ Cheryl Becker

From the Rear Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Rear Commodore

Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Co-Chair

Greetings from Sunny Florida.  The weather in the 
Tri-Cities is warmer than normal while Florida’s 
weather is colder than normal and with that being 
said, it still is very important for one to be diligent 
while on the river and/or the Bay.

March is a very special 
month at the Club, starting 
this year with Skeg Night 
on Thursday, March 17th.  
If  you have not made your 
reservations, there still is 
time to call the Club and 
reserve a seat. Skeg Night 
is the traditional start to the 
boating season with “Men’s” 
night out and has been the 

Club’s tradition for over one hundred years.

The Personnel Committee met to write a “Job 
Responsibility Description” for the House Manager 
and for the Bar Manager positions.  In the near future 
US Foods, one of  our food distributers, has agreed 
to come in and give the Service Staff  a seminar to 
enhance proper etiquette and serving techniques.

Two other events are coming up.  The Children’s 
Easter Egg Hunt and our wonderful Easter Brunch 
is Sunday, March 27th.  Don’t forget to make 
reservations for your whole family.  Friday, April 1st, is 
our Annual Meeting.  Reservations should be made to 
let us know you are coming and whether you will be 
having dinner.

Finally, if  you are a Dock holder and your dock is in 
need of  repair, please inform us what needs to be 
done.  The Dock Committee will need to add you to 
their spring list of  repairs.

Boating season is excitedly getting closer and so are 
the many social events lined up for the club.  The 
social committee has been selected and we are all 

excited to put our thoughts 
and ideas together.  

Music on the Patio and in 
the Lounge have been a huge 
success.  We all love listening 
to music while enjoying our 
friends with a delightful 
cocktail and tasty meal.  Once 
again we will need individuals 
and/or businesses to make a 

donation to the music fund, you can sponsor or co-
sponsor a specific venue or date, or give a memorial 
in memory of  someone special.  

The social committee is excited and ready for any 
new ideas you would like to share.  (Julie Humbert, 
Mary Beth Taglauer, Pam Rombach, Kolene Holland, 
Cheryl Becker, Beth Klippert, John Kustuch, and 
Lynn Weaver)

We look forward to seeing you at the club!

 

Thank you to Gary and Tina Gregg for the beautiful 
table decorations they donated to the club.

Don’t Miss the 122nd 

Annual 
Meeting 

of your

Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club
Friday, April 1, 2016

7:30 pm

RSVP at 989-892-5905
or club@sbycmi.com.
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All About Commodore Pam

~ Continued on Page 5 ~

Our 2016 Commodore, Pam 
Murchison, has a long history of  
boating and Saginaw Bay Yacht 
Club involvement.  Commodore 
Pam is the second female to take 
the helm of  SBYC in its 122 year 
history.  

Education and Career
Pam is from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where she earned 
her Bachelors in Chemistry from 
Carnegie Institute of  Technology.  
She attended graduate school 
at the University of  Minnesota 
where she both met her future 
husband, Craig, and earned her 
PhD in Physical Chemistry.

After Pam graduated she taught 
Chemistry at a small liberal arts 
college in St. Paul until Craig finished his PhD about 
a year later.  They married in 1970.  When Craig 
accepted a job at Dow Chemical, they moved to 
Midland in August of  1970.  

Pam diligently explored all the area colleges, including 
Northwood, Delta, Alma, SVSU and CMU, to 
determine the best place to continue her college 
teaching career.  She applied at Central Michigan 
University and was offered a one semester position – 
which was the beginning of  her 23 years of  teaching 
at CMU.

Family
Pam and Craig are proud parents of  two adult 
children – Sarah and Andrew who both live in 
Midland.   

Sarah and her husband Joe Seka live in Midland with 
their son Sam who is 5½ years old.  Sarah is a busy 
part owner of  a business that provides marketing 
services to small drug companies, which involves lots 
of  flying and telephone work.  Joe is a paralegal for 
several lawyers and manages Sam’s active schedule.

Pam and Craig’s son Andrew is disabled and 
successfully living independently with help from 
The Arc of  Midland and Community Mental Health 
services.  Andrew has a lawn mowing and errand 
service business.

From Volunteer to Second Career
The Arc of Midland is a nonprofit organization 
which promotes the general welfare of  people with 
developmental disabilities.  Pam volunteered at The 
Arc one morning a week, then started working for 
them part time, then full time and before she knew it, 
20 years had gone by. 

Pam’s original interest in volunteering for Arc came 
from her son receiving their services.  “People before 
us fought the battles to ensure services are available for 
people with disabilities,” explains Pam.  “We benefited 
from those people’s efforts, now I give back, too.”



The Masthead      Page 5                           March 2016

All About Commodore Pam

~ Continued on Page 6 ~

At Arc, Pam mostly assisted with community 
supportive living services by helping with tax returns, 
Social Security and SSI applications.  She also served 
as a legal advocate and managed client money.  

Two years after retiring from Arc, Pam got bored and 
headed back to do volunteer work.  She spends about 
10-15 hours a week balancing the bank accounts for 
150 people.

Boating
Growing up in Pittsburgh with only “three muddy 
rivers,” Pam didn’t learn to swim until college.  
However, Craig boated as a young person and had 
the basic experience for them to venture into the 
world of  boating.  Pam and Craig bought their first 
boat, which was a canoe, when Pam was nine months 
pregnant.  Needless to say, they didn’t use it much the 
first year.

When Sarah was one-year-old, the family went to 
the Detroit Boating Show.  From the several resorts 
advertised there, Pam and Craig discovered the 
Northernaire Lodge in Manitoulin Island, Canada.  
They signed up for a week, which turned into 20 years 
of  memories.

“It was really nice, lots of  families with small children, 
great beach and our own cabin,” explained Pam.  “We 
took our canoe and fished from it on an inland lake 
on the island.”  As time went on, they started renting 
motorboats and were able to fish further out in the 
water.  

In 1983, they bought their first motor boat – a 17’ 
Glastron I/O, which allowed them to go out much 
further when water was flat.  Their first cruising boat 
was a used 32’ Carver aft cabin they bought in 1993.  
In 1998, they bought a new Carver.  The Murchison’s 
current boat is a Cruisers Motor Yacht 415 that they 
bought in 2008.  The boat is aptly named “The Shot 
Rock,” which is the winning stone at the end of  an 
inning in a game of  curling – their winter sport of  
choice.

Pam’s favorite part of  boating is arriving in and 
exploring little towns.  “Even if  there is very little 
there, we like to explore what they have, perhaps a 
bakery or interesting restaurant, and meet people who 
suggest locations and activities.  

When explaining the difference in traveling by boat, 
Pam says, “When you travel by car you are going from 
one destination to another.  When you travel by boat, 
you are immediately part of  the action.”

Curling
Pam and Craig 
both love curling.  
They really, really 
love it!  Craig 
started curling 
in 1971 and Pam 
followed suit in 
1972 – and they 
haven’t stopped 
since.  Craig and 
Pam actually led 
the efforts to 
build the new curling facility in Midland, which has 
turned into a popular destination for community and 
teambuilding activities.

“Curling is a perfect sport to go with boating,” says 
Pam.  “The season is mid-October to mid-March.  It’s 
a 3-hour activity, not all day or weekend like skiing.”

A typical curling game takes about 2 hours.  It lends 
itself  to sociability, as well.  Curlers hang around after 
the game to talk, drink and catch up with each other.  
Pam and Craig curl three times a week.  They each 
are in a men’s and women’s league, as well as a retiree 
league and a couples open league.
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All About Commodore Pam
Gardening & Reading
Gardening and reading are also hobbies of  our 
current Commodore.  Pam is well-known at SBYC 
as the one who envisions and plans the planting 
of  the beautiful flowers that grace the club’s lawn.  
“My grandmothers were both avid gardeners,” says 
Pam.  Her love of  perennials came from her English 
grandmother who had a lot of  interesting perennials.  

 

Pam’s gardening philosophy for perennials is “I put 
it there, then if  it doesn’t grow, I move it.”  Pam and 
Craig recently moved into a new home and Pam is 
still experimenting with where her plants want to be 
so they grow the best.  So far, she knows that the deer 
really liked the whole flat of  planted petunias that 
they ate last year.  Petunias are not on the menu for 
this spring!  

Pam also has a love of  reading.  You might have 
noticed that she has shared some of  her favorite book 
recommendations in her Masthead articles over the 
years.  She especially likes reading when at anchor in 
the evenings.

Pam has been a member of  the American Association 
of  University Women (AAUW) for the past 40 years, 
and likes it because her book group encourages you 
read books you wouldn’t otherwise read.  Pam is also 
a past president of  the AAUW in Midland. 

About SBYC
Pam and Craig have been members of  SBYC since 
1993.  Pam has served on numerous committees and 
has been on the SBYC board since 2012.  

As Commodore, Pam is our first to be a spouse 
of  a SBYC Past Commodore.  She realizes that 
being married to a PC and the club’s historian has 
its privileges.  She has access to a bank of  reliable 
information and knowledge.  Plus, Craig is her go-to 
guy when she runs into a computer glitch.

Pam is looking forward to the coming year at SBYC, 
including the upcoming new improvements of  the 
new roof  and HVAC systems.  “I am hoping the 
experiment of  functioning without a manager will be 
successful and that the membership is satisfied with 
the system,” says Pam.

Pam and grandson Sam planting together
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SBYC Boating In the Past 
  ~ Craig Murchison, Past Commodore
One of  the real pleasures of  being an SBYC member 
is to identify with the 122 year boating tradition of  
the Club.  This is particularly made special by being 
able interact with current members whose families 
have been part of  SBYC for a number of  generations.  
Past Commodores Bill and Fred Fletcher are good 
examples.  Other family examples are PC Bill Allsopp, 
Tim Boutell, Mary Ann Coryell, Lyn Detzler, Guy and 
Ric Greve, Chris Moore-Skrocki, Guy C. and Guy T. 
Moulthrop, James Nichols, Brad and Steve Spaulding.  
One final name is Rick Meeth, whose grandfather, 
Dr. Kent Alcorn and his brother Dr. Marshall Alcorn 
were joint SBYC Commodores in 1954-55.  

In 1947 the Alcorn brothers purchased a 42’ Owen’s 
“Catalina” in Baltimore, MD. And had it shipped to 
Bay City 
aboard a 
specially-
springed flat-
bed trailer.  
The above 
photo shows 
TENUVUS 
I docked 
at SBYC 
(note the 
power plant in the background).  The name 
Tenuvus (pronounced ten-of-us) refers to 
each Alcorn family having three children plus two 
adults.  One child was Rick’s mother. 

By 1953 the Alcorn brothers had purchased a 
beautiful 48’ Chris Craft (TENUVUS II) similar to 
the Greve family boat Fair Lady, docked at the Club. 

TENUVUS II

TENUVUS I

In the early 60’s the Alcorns purchased the first Sea 
Belle, a 50’ Chris Commander.   

The picture below shows PC Dr. Richard Ryan, Mrs. 
Ryan and the Alcorns (right side of  picture) enjoying 
and evening 
aboard 
Sea Belle.  
Unfortunately 
Sea Belle 
along with 
seven other 
SBYC boats 
was destroyed 
in the famous 
Huiskens 
Boats Works 
fire in Bay 
City on Easter 
Sunday 1966.  

Dedicated boaters, the 
Alcorns purchased 
another 50’ Chris Craft 
(Sea Belle II) very similar 
to Keith Anderson’s 
New Dawn, docked in 
slip 125 the Club.  

In 1995 Rick and Phyllis 
Meeth purchased a 
1958, 42’ Chris, naming 
her Sea Belle III to carry 
on the great family 
tradition dating back to 
the 1940’s.  During the 
summer, stop over to slip 123, Rick and Phillis would 
be happy to show you the boat.                                                                                               

PC Kent Alcorn and Belle
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A Bad Boating Day
  ~ Craig Murchison, Past Commodore

In going over the material on the Alcorn brothers, 
I ran across this newspaper article dated 11/14/49 
titled “Iris, Crew of  Four Rescued”.   

The four member crew of  the 79 foot sailboat Iris, 
which left here (SBYC) for winter storage in Detroit 
Saturday, was brought to safety at the Tawas State 
Park dock Sunday after an eventful cruise which 
carried them over most of  the Saginaw Bay.  The Iris, 
12 meter racing craft, was fast aground off  Alabaster 
for several hours early Sunday.

Herbert Hadcock, owner, with his son, Ernst, Dr. 
Kent Alcorn and L.E. Reynolds, all of  Bay City left 
the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club early Saturday morning 
enroot to Detroit.  Shortly after they got out into 
the Saginaw Bay they experienced trouble with the 
sailboat’s rudder, and at 6:45 PM Saturday they were 
sighted off  the Tawas Point Coast Guard station.  

From there they ran across to Point Aux Barques, 
before losing control of  their craft and blowing back 
across the bay to Alabaster where they ran aground at 
3:30 a.m. Sunday.   

Skipper Hadcock told Chief  Boatswain’s Mate Frank 
Morey, who with MM1c Joe Landgraf  pulled the 
craft off  the reef  with an amphibious duck, that they 
thought they were coming into East Tawas.  They 
apparently mistook the lights of  the United States 
Gypsum Co. loading dock at Alabaster for the East 
Tawas lights.  Fortunately they missed two rocky reefs 
and came in on a sand bottom, saving their craft from 
damage.  

Ed Anderson, Alabaster fisherman, aided the Coast 
Guard in freeing Iris.

After being freed, the Iris set out for Tawas, only to 
again go out of  control.  Radio signals were too weak 
to be heard by the Coast Guard, but were picked up 
by the steamer John J Munson and relayed to the Coast 
Guard station.  Coast Guardsmen then went out and 
towed the Iris to the state park dock.

And you think you have had a bad boating day!

2016 Action Auction!
Our club’s biggest fund raiser of  the year, the Action 
Auction, will be Friday, May 27th.  This exciting event 
features silent and live auctions, raffles, a fabulous 
buffet dinner and much fun! 

Annual Dock Raffle! 
Be sure to get a ticket for the BIG Dock Raffle! Win 
free dockage for the upcoming Boating Season, or if  
you are a social member, win club credit for food & 
beverage! For your convenience, the cost of  the ticket 
can be added to your monthly bill at your request. 

Silent and Live Auctions! 
What better way to start out the boating season than 
with a lively evening of  competitive shopping!  

How You Can Help!
We are in need of  auction item donations. These 
donations can be new and/or slightly used items, or 
they can also be services. For example, fishing trips, 
home-cooked gourmet dinners, cocktail and hors 
d’oeuvres parties go over great.  Be creative, have fun 
and participate!

Join the Committee!
The Action Auction committee is fun!  Join us in 
planning and setting up this great event.  If  you are 
interested, contact Wanda or Lynn:

Wanda Dziwura at 989-392-9717 
or email wandadz@charter.net  

Lynn Weaver at 989-737-9117 
or email lynn9117@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your support and watch 
your mailbox for more info coming about the Action 
Auction!

SAVE THE DATE:
Friday, May 27, 2016
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EASTER BRUNCH
Sunday, March 27

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm

Kids Easter Egg Hunt 
1:00 pm

MENU
Bacon and Sausage

Scrambled Eggs Done Two Ways

French Toast Casserole

Vegetable Medley

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy

Marconi and Cheese

Chicken Parmesan

Cod with Pesto Cream

Carved Ham & Beef

Full SBYC Salad Bar

Fresh Fruit & Chocolate Fountain

Assorted Cakes, Pies & Cookies

Adults - $21.95
Children 5-10 - $7.95

Under 5 - Complimentary

RSVP in advance 
at 989-892-5905 

or club@sbycmi.com

Skeg  
NIGHT

The traditional First Gathering of Men to 
toast the upcoming boating season!

Skeg Night is the traditional Men’s opening 
night of the boating season.

It is the oldest continuous party at 
SBYC dating from the 1920s.

Please RSVP at 989-892-5905 
or club@sbycmi.com

Thursday, March 17
6:00 – Cocktails

7:00 – Dinner Served

Skeg Night Speaker:
Gary Skory, Executive Director of the 

Midland County Historical Society, 
will be sharing his historic 
knowledge of freighters.

Menu:
Salmon or Prime Rib 

(Make your menu choice when you RSVP)

SBYC Soup and Salad Bar 
will feature Irish Stew

$19.95 per person
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