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From the Helm 
  ~ Pam Murchison, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and 
common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  
A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud 
along the water and welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.

Hours of 
Operation

 Thursdays:
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Sunday, Oct. 9: 
Bar: 0800 - 1600

Breakfast: 0800 - 1200
Lunch: 1200 - 1500

 Sunday, Oct. 16,23,30: 
Bar: 1200 - 1500

Lunch:
1200 - 1500

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Meet the Nominees 
Friday, October 14

Fall Work Party 
Saturday, October 22

MSU/U of M Tailgate 
Party/Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, October 29

SBYC Election Night                 
Friday, November 4

Christmas Decorating
Saturday, November 19

It is October.  The leaves are starting to show orange and red and the 
boats are getting their last baths and making their final trips to the pump 
out.  Yet there will be some enjoyable days.  Plastic and canvas turn the aft 

deck to a mini green house where it is possible 
to pretend it is summer, read, relax and dream 
of  next season.

There are still ways to have fun at SBYC.  
Friday October 14 is Meet the Candidates 
Night.  Yes, I know the number of  candidates 
matches the number of  vacancies on the 
Board.  But this is your chance to ask each of  
them about their ideas on future directions for 
the Club and, at the same time, get in a plug 
for your own views. Make dinner reservations 
so the kitchen and service staff  can plan.

Saturday October 22 is Fall Work Party Day.  
There will be stones to move to continue the filling in next to the seawall 
and no doubt other tasks planned by Rick and Jerry.  Sadly the annuals will 
need to be removed and the perennials trimmed back.  As usual there will 
be coffee and sweet treats beforehand and Chef  Harry’s lunch for workers 
afterward.  Do you have any idea how much this labor would cost if  we 
were to pay to have it done?  Please come to help.

Football.  Saturday October 29 is the Michigan/Michigan State game and 
our annual Chili Cook Off. Bring a crock of  your favorite chili and enjoy 
some good natured razzing and TV watching with your friends. (Time of  
day TBA)

Election Day is Friday November 4.  If  you need an absentee ballot 
request one to be mailed by Ashley.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Vice Commodore

From the Rear Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Rear Commodore

Hello fellow Saginaw Bay Yacht Club members.  Fall 
is upon us and the boats have started coming out.  We 
are indeed easing into another change of  seasons.  We 
dread some changes (often involving winter) and look 
forward to others, but change is always a part of  our 
lives.  Today I would like to talk about change here at 

our Club.  Specifically, I would 
like to talk about staff  changes 
at SBYC.

We have been blessed, over 
the last decade, with several 
employees who stayed with us 
for a long time.  It was never 
our intent for these seasonal 
positions to be careers.  The 

fact that several stayed a long time is a testament 
to how we treat our staff  members financially and 
otherwise.  We all knew that eventually we would 
have staff  turnover.  What we didn’t expect, however, 
was that we would experience so much turnover in 
such a short time.  Several times this season, we had 
resignations very soon after staff  members started.  We 
lost our happy, smiling, family type staff  atmosphere.  
All too often, we dealt instead with angry, unhappy 
staff  members, frowns and tears.  The Commodore, 
Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore, and Personnel 
Committee members spent a great deal of  time 
throughout the season meeting with staff  members to 
try to turn the situation around.  We could not.

Although it was a very, very difficult decision, we 
realized that, for the good of  all the members, we 
needed to go a different direction with our staff  
management, especially our staff  communication.   
We needed to change the culture of  our staff  in order 
to preserve our level of  service to our members, let 
alone take it to the next level.

Most of  you know Mandie, our Interim House 
Manager.  We have two new bartenders, Kelly 
and Callie.  Please take a moment and introduce 
yourselves if  you haven’t already.  Several servers 
who had left will return as their schedules allow.  By 
the time you read this, you may have seen Heather 
back taking a shift or two on the weekends.  We will 
continue to train and retrain in preparation for the 
rest of  our season, our Holiday parties, and the start 
of  our new season in January.  See you at the Club.

Greetings, well fall has certainly come about us!  
There is still a lot happening at the club with many 
boats still in.

Speaking of  boats, it is with much sadness that on the 
first Saturday in November (November 5th) we will 
be shutting off  the water to the docks.  I am asking 

for volunteers to come out and 
help.  We will start promptly at 
9 a.m.  We will be blowing out 
the water lines and placing the 
bubblers/aerators throughout 
the North and South Basins.  
Lunch will be served after the 
work is accomplished for those 
volunteers.

On a happier note, Alice, our 
wonderful Sunday morning chef, 

has decided to keep breakfast going for the first two 
Sundays in October.  On the last Sunday, October 
9th, she will be offering her world-famous pumpkin 
pancakes, so don’t forget to make your reservations 
and reserve your order of  her famous flapjacks.  To-
go orders are always available, as well.

Please check with the club as the month of  October 
changes our lunch and dinner hours of  operations. 

See you at the club.

The 2017 SBYC Election Slate
Commodore: Steve Goodnow
Vice Commodore: Dr. Michael Holland
Rear Commodore: John Kustuch
Treasurer: Jason Reese
Secretary: Greg Vozniak

Directors (5 openings):
Mary Ann Cole (incumbent)
Richard L. Fletcher
Karen Jacobs
Jamieson Poirier (incumbent)
Christine Moore-Skrocki

Meet the Nominees Night is Friday, October 14.

Election Night is Friday, November 4.
Absentee ballots available upon written request.
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As everyone knows 2016 was the year of  the ROOF RALLY to replace the Club’s aging, leaking roof.  The 
Planning Committee (Don Grivetti, Craig Taunt, Jack Peters) obtained an estimate of  $100,000 which included 
three new HVAC units, a new Durolast roof  with 3 inches of  insulation and a 10% contingency. Paying for this 
out of  the existing Asset Replacement Account would have required 57% of  the available funds leaving the Club 
in an undesirable financial position. At the November 2015 special meeting the Club approved using $15,000 from 
the asset replacement account and initiating a fund raiser for the remaining $85,000.  Because of  the generosity of  
many members, the goal was met and the Club will have a new roof  plus retain a healthy asset replacement account.  
THANK YOU!

The following members contributed generously to the Rally.

$15,000
In Memory of  Bob Worthington from 
Steven & Amy Worthington

$7,000
Craig & Pam Murchison

$5,000
Steve and Diane Dicken

$2,000 - $3,000
Paul & Sue Birch, Paul Drzyzga, Arleen Dykhouse, Steve Goodnow, Tom & Kathy Greenia, Gary & Tina Grigg,  
Dr. Mike & Ko Holland, Ellen Safely

$1,900 - $1,000
Greg & Cheryl Becker, Dennis & Shannon Bess, JoAnn Brennan, Dave & Mary Ann Cole, Jerry & Annette Crete, 
Jack & Brett Decker, Lyn & Tari Detzler, Chuck & Judy Franz, Don & Sara Grivetti, Meade & Janet Gougeon, 
Andy & Robin Hart, Wayne & Sue Hilger, Greg Hughey, Dale & Julie Humbert, Virginia Jarvi, 
Matt & Jami Kelly, Bob & Jan Kinney, Tom & Nancy Kinney, Bob & Carole Koffman, Fred & Mary Ann Meyer, 
Neil & Lorri Oldenburg, Jerry & Karen Preston,  Larry & Verna Rosenberg, Tom & Pam Schomaker, 
Scott & Lynne Schropp, Bill & Margaret Shaw, Brad Spaulding, Dave & Leslie Stokes, Tom & Julie Tabor, 
Dr. Robert & Megan Taylor, Greg & Louise Vozniak, Frank & Jan Whitley

$900 - $100
Tom & Miranda Barbier, Don & Sue David, Bart & Michelle Dexter, Audrey Gladen, Guy & Nancy Greve, 
Ric & Pam Greve, Dr. Robert Hafford, Ray & Jean Hagen, Michael & Sheila Hanisko, Mel & Sue Hunter, 
Tom & Nancy Hickner, John & Sue Michutka, Tom & Denise McDonald, Guy C. & Stephanie Moulthrop,
Guy T. & Jane Moulthrop, Claude Ostrander, Darrell Parks, Dr. Bill & Mary Richart, Jerry Somalski, 
Craig & Sue Taunt, Mark & Julie Yonan

Thank you everyone.  Any excess or future monies will remain in a designated fund for Clubhouse capital 
improvements.                                                                        
 ~ PC Craig Murchison

SBYC 2016 Roof Rally!
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Roof Rally Update
  ~ P.C. Tari Detzler 

SBYC Heritage Fund 
  ~ P.C. Tari Detzler 

Thanks to the contributions, pledges and a generous 
matching gift, we have reached our goal of  raising 
$85,000 for the roof  replacement project.  Those 
funds and the allocation of  $15,000 from the asset 
replacement fund previously approved by the Board 
of  Directors means the estimated $100,000 cost is 
now covered and work can begin.  Our members 
have once again demonstrated their support for OUR 
CLUB on this very important project. 

Due to the current condition of  the roof  it is VERY 
important that the project be done this fall.  Because 
some of  the contributions to the Roof  Rally were 
made with pledges to be collected over time the BOD 
has approved a motion to allow the Heritage Fund to 
be used, if  needed, to “loan” the project up to $4,000.  
As pledges are collected they will be added back to 
the Heritage Fund.   

This means that you will soon see the contractors 
beginning to work on the roof  which should be 
completed by the time the snow flies.

Thank you ALL!!!!

P.S. Please see the related article regarding the SBYC 
Heritage Fund

As you read in the Roof  Rally UPDATE, the BOD 
has approved up to $4,000 of  the SBYC Heritage 
Fund to be used as a “loan,” if  needed, to substitute 
for pledged contributions not yet collected, to 
facilitate the completion of  the roof  replacement 
project this fall. 

These funds are available because members have been 
making contributions in honor of  an event such as a 
wedding or anniversary; some use the Fund to honor 
the memory of  a member or other loved one.  But it 
occurred to us that maybe some of  our members are 
not aware of  the Heritage Fund.

The Heritage Fund was established as a means for 
members to make gifts and donations to the Club.  
Funds may be used for special projects, maintenance, 

improvements, additions to or replacement of  Club 
property not included in the annual budgets.

Gifts may be general in nature or made with a specific 
purpose and are separate and restricted in nature from 
all other funds owned by SBYC and may NOT be 
used for operational purposes.  Disbursements from 
the Fund are made by recommendation of  the Fund 
Committee and approval of  the BOD.

The full charter of  the Heritage Fund is available for 
review by request from any Board Member or the 
Office Manager. Contributions to the Heritage Fund 
are NOT tax deductible. 

Please consider the SBYC Heritage Fund in the 
future.

I would like to thank the members of  SBYC for 
the cards, visits, donations and remembrances in 
memory of  my husband PC Leon Dykhouse.  It is 
a privilege to be a member of  such a great club.        

Arleen Dykhouse

Thank You

The SBYC egret captured in photograpic splendor by 
Carol Speltz.
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The Great Lakes Cruising Club School Begins a New Season
As in the past few years the GLCC offers a series of  “webinars” 
(seminars on the web) featuring all aspect of  cruising the Great Lakes, 
boat operation and maintenance, weather and safety  These webinars are 
initially presented live (allowing for questions) and subsequently available 
a recording.  The cost is $20/webinar for the general public and $15 
for GLCC members and members of  the US and Canadian Power 
Squadrons.

Dates for upcoming webinars are:

10/25/16   Introduction to Cruising the Great Lakes – Craig Murchison

11/03/16   Great Lakes Cruising in 26 feet or Less – Brad Lathrop 

11/29/16   Cruising Lake Huron – Craig Murchison

12/03/16   Happy Hooking – Alex & Dana Blackwell

12/06/16   Cooking and Cruising – Mark Gagyi

12/15/16   Selling, Buying and Transporting Boats – Kyle Stenzel 
(Spring Brook Marina)

Registration and further details on each webinar can be seen at 
www.GLCCSchool.com.

A summertime memory from Carol 
Speltz and Doug Bloodgood:
Heading to Lake MI on Wind Dancer. 
Petoskey next port. Frequent thunder 
storms and high winds and waves 
have delayed plans. Always grateful for 
wine, books and dominoes.

Music and fun at one of  SBYC’s many 
music events this season!
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SBYC August Thanksgiving in Petoskey
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Commodores’ Celebration 2016
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Commodores’ Celebration 2016
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Commodores’ Celebration 2016
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Commodores’ Celebration 2016
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Commodores’ Celebration 2016
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