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From the Helm 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Commodore UPCOMING 

EVENTS:

SBYC Annual Meeting              
Friday, April 7

Easter Brunch & 
Children’s 

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 16

Spring Work Party                 
Saturday, April 22

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 6

Spring Wine Tasting                 
Saturday, May 13

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 14

Flower Planting               
Saturday, May 20

SBYC Action Auction
Friday, May 26

April Hours:
Thursdays 

Bar: 1700 - 2100
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Saturdays

Bar: 1500 - 2400
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Hello Saginaw Bay Yacht Club members and staff.   March is almost 
over and the boating season is upon us.  It is indeed an exciting time of  
year.  Everything a boating season brings is before us.  Warm weather, 
music on the patio, laughing with friends, etc., all part of  having fun 

with people who enjoy boats and boating.  

Having fun with people who enjoy boats is 
one of  the major draws we have at SBYC.  
That is in addition to a beautiful marina 
located on the banks of  the Saginaw River 
just minutes from Saginaw Bay.  Fuel is 
readily available at several nearby locations 
on the river.  Marine repair and storage 
is available at several nearby locations.  
Everything you need to make owning a boat 
easier is readily available.  

When your boat is in the slip, you can enjoy some drinks and walk 
to your boat.  No driving with its associated risk.   Music on the 
patio (Thanks Julie) has been very popular and we look forward to 
more in 2017.  Chef  Harry is gearing up to provide another season 
of  tantalizing creations.  If  you like messing around in boats, and 
having fun with people who like boats, there is not a better place to be 
between Detroit and Mackinaw.

In many ways, we are too much of  a well kept secret.  I remain 
convinced that there are boat owners residing in a drivable (100 miles 
away?) distance away, who do not know we exist.  They don’t know we 
exist as an alternative.  This is one of  our challenges.

See you at the Club.

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  As we have for generations - we 
stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who would 
join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Vice Commodore
Greetings.  Well, Spring is upon us, and not long from 
now boats will be washed and waxed and be floating 
down the river and filling in the marina at SBYC.  

With that being said, I’d like 
to inform all members that 
the winter “Gods” had been 
very good to the club this year 
with very little damage to our 
docks.

April brings the club 
open three nights a week 
– that is Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday for your dining 

pleasure.  Harry is coming up with new specials to 
please our pallet!  Our Thursday dinner menu for 
the month of  April will be feature Tapas.  As always, 
please contact the club and make your reservations 
and food choice in advance, if  possible.  It greatly 
help with the food preparation and staffing.  In the 
month of  April, US Foods has graciously offered 
their help with the training of  our servers and bussers.  
They will bring in one of  their trainers to our club for 
a two to three hour in-service training program.

Most importantly before I end, the annual meeting is 
on Friday April 7th this year.  Please contact the club 
to make your reservations for dining and your table 
for the meeting.  If  you only plan on attending the 
meeting for libations it is still important to contact the 
club for your reservations and table assignment.

As always, see you at the club

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
Annual Meeting
Friday, April 7
Don’t miss the 2017 Annual Meeting of  the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club on Friday, April 7 at 
7:30 pm.  Call today to make reservations!

Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Co-Chair
Happy Spring from your Social Committee.  

April is busy getting the club ready for Easter and 
boat launching.  The first major May event for 
the club is the Kentucky Derby on Saturday, May 

6.  Review the horses for 
betting and dust off  your 
hats!  The Dueling Pianos are 
coming to the club for the 
first time on Saturday, May 
20.  The best fundraiser for our 
club, Action Auction, is Friday, 
May 26.   

We are looking for a few catchy 
“SLOGANS” for our club advertising.  Why do you 
enjoy being a part of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club?  
There could be a prize for the best short phrase 
slogan!  

Reminder, the club has an opportunity for free CPR 
and AED training, so sign up and a date will be 
scheduled.  Have a blessed Easter and see you at the 
club.

Corporate and/or personal sponsorships are 
available!  Contact Julie Humbert if  interested!

Save the Date!
Saturday, 

May 20
Invite your family and friends!  

More info to come!
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Action Auction Update
  ~ Mary Anne Cole, Director 

Ahoy Mateys!  Well Shiver Me Timbers!  The Action 
Auction is coming up on Friday, May 26. Prepare 
you best pirate attire (optional), and practice saying 
“Arrrr”.   Also:

Please consider joining the Action Auction committee 
to help with contacting donors and making visits to 

pick up donations.  Many 
helpers are needed for setup 
on May 26.  

DONATIONS ARE 
NEEDED (Use the 
Donation Form that was 
delivered with March Billing 
Statements, or stop by the 
SBYC Office):
•	 If  you own or manage 

a business:  please consider donating products 
or services.

•	 Consider donating the fruit of  your talents 
and hobbies.

•	 The next time you visit your favorite 
restaurant, entertainment location, or service 
business, ask for a gift certificate donation.

•	 Make up a gift basket based on a specific 
theme, such as wine & cheese, beer & peanuts, 
a day at the beach, family game night, movie 
night, etc.  

And of  course:  Attend the Action Auction and BID, 
BID BID on silent auction and live auction items;  or 
Walk the Plank, Mateys!

The Action Auction is a critical event that generates 
funds to support operations and amenities of  SBYC 
that we enjoy.  

Please participate by Donating, Attending and 
Bidding, and Volunteering.

Thank you Me Hearties (My Friends)!

The BIG Dock Raffle!
Don’t Forget to Get Your Ticket!
  ~ PC Craig Murchison

Yea! Spring is here (at least by the calendar), bringing 
thoughts of  a free dock or free food and drink 
at SBYC for a whole year!   Many members have 
realized this dream over the past years. This year 
could be your year.

New members ask, “How do I get a piece of  this 
action.”  No problem, you won’t be overlooked.  
The easiest way is to call the office and tell them 
your lucky number.  What we do is sell 100 tickets 
(numbered 1-100) at $50 each and then have the 
Commodore’s first mate draw the winning ticket at 
the SBYC Action Auction, Memorial Day Weekend.  

Now a few hints to up your odds (even though 
100/1 are great odds compared to most drawings 
and lotteries).  Firstly, you can reduce your odds to 
50/1 just by buying two tickets (what a deal).  You are 
probably going to want to do this so both your lucky 
number and your spouse’s can be in the drawing.  
(Besides, the drawmaster (me) looks more favorably 
at your firstmate’s ticket than yours).  Speaking of  
lucky numbers, you will want to buy early from the 
office or me so you can get the numbers you want 
(we usually sell out early and I don’t want anybody to 
be disappointed).  If  you don’t think you have a lucky 
number, no problem, contact Tom (luck of  the Irish) 
Greenia and he can make some good suggestions.

Seriously, the raffle is an important part of  the 
SBYC Action Auction which itself  makes a 
significant contribution to the Club’s finances.  Your 
participation is greatly appreciated.  We will be back in 
town April 1st so if  by some unlikely chance I haven’t 
approached you, flag me down.  You can always 
request not to hear my sales pitch by saying “I want 
to buy two tickets”.  No money is necessary, a charge 
will magically show up on your monthly statement.

Thanks in advance and thanks to all in past that have 
contributed.  Truly I can at say as of  this writing, 
“THE WINNING TICKET HAS NOT BEEN 
SOLD!” 
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SAVE THE 
DATE

or you will walk 
the plank, matey!

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
Action Auction!

Friday, May 26

We need your help!
Donate an item or service

Join the planning committee

Assist day of auction

If you want to help,
email Mary Ann Cole at 

macole0609@gmail.com                 
or call 989-397-2322.

More exciting 
details to come!

Securing Your Boat to the Dock
  ~ Dale Humbert
Tying a boat to the dock seems like a simple 
proposition, however, extreme weather can strip 
that concept into the sea very quickly. The Summer 
of  2015 demonstrated extremes in wind and fast 
changing water heights in relation to stationary docks. 
We watched boats that were improperly tied to the 
dock, heel over and bounce with the waves. It is lucky 
that neither the boat cleat or dock boards failed. That 
would have tossed the unsecured boat around in the 
slip causing significant damage. The stress on the boat 
hull and deck most certainly left some permanent 
harm. 

Our attempts to loosen the dock lines were rendered 
useless because the knots used on the dock cleat and 
the boat were missing a very important feature. The 
hitch in the line must be absolutely secure plus the 
hitch needs to have the possibility of  being detached 
under load. A shoelace or square knot does not meet 
either criteria very well. Those knots create a lot of  
internal chafe within the line which will eventually 
cause the line to rupture. In addition, there is no 
possibility of  detaching it under load. 

There are two excellent videos on line that teach the 
proper cleat hitch. Please consider giving these short 
videos a review. 

Tying a Cleat Hitch Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq_ByJ3jUdo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaF9lFn0Inw 

Try
SBYC

Encourage your friends, family and 
colleagues to join Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 

For the 2017 season, 
new member incentives include:

NO Initiation Fee for new members.
For new Dockholders:

50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq_ByJ3jUdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaF9lFn0Inw
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