
J U L Y   2 0 1 7From the Helm 
  ~ Steve Goodnow, Commodore

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Tawas Rendevous
Fri. - Sun., July 7-9

Chamber Business 
After Hours at SBYC

Thursday, July 20

Labor Day Cookout
Sun. & Mon, Sept. 3-4

Commodores’ 
Celebration                

Saturday, September 9

SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, September 10

Fall Rendevous
Fri. - Sun., Sept. 15-17

Hours of Operation

Wednesdays & 
Thursdays:

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2000

Breakfast: 0800 - 1300 
Lunch/Dinner:

1400 - 1930

Hello Saginaw Bay Yacht Club members.  It is indeed a wonderful time 
of  year to be reaching out to all of  you.  Most of  the boats are in their 
slips, for the moment.  Many members are heading for the “wall” for the 
fourth.  Others (myself  included) are preparing to go to Tawas for the 

SBYC Rendezvous’ on July 7 and 8.    We 
generally have music on the patio once per 
week and the bake sale is currently on.  Mark 
Piganelli, our new general manager, continues 
to do very well.

Jason Reese, Mark, Ashley, and the rest 
of  our staff  are working very hard to 
smoothly transition into QuickBooks and 
our new POS system.  Please refer to Jason’s 
Masthead communication for further details.  
Wonderful planning and execution on this 
effort.

If  you do intend to take your boat to East Tawas for our annual event, 
please remember to make your own reservation.  If  you do it online, 
please mention in the comments section that you are with the SBYC 
group.  They will try to group the SBYC boats together.

I have observed several members having difficulty exiting the gate.  We 
will try to get a fresh set of  eyes on our gate openers as soon as possible.   
I know how frustrating it is to pull up to the gate only to see it open three 
or four inches and stop.  If  it does this, please back up and then pull up 
to the gate again as close to the center post as you can without hitting it.  
The sensor in the road in the exit lane is more toward the left than it is to 
the right.  I know it should be better than it is and we will keep trying.  I 
just don’t want to have to replace the openers unless we absolutely must.

I have completed the purchase of  “Knot on Call” from Ellen Safley.  
I took my son and nephew out for an inaugural spin and everything 
went well.  The fact that it took me three times to get back in the slip 
properly still means it went well right?  The fact that Maxwell the dog has 
already misjudged one of  his leaps and went into the water doesn’t mean 
anything.  Max has been watching too many of  those Heinz commercials 
where the Dachshunds leap high.  Luckily, he swam under the dock to the 
other side where my son John plucked him out.  All is normal, right?

See you at the Club.
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From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Vice Commodore
Greetings,

Well summer has finally arrived!!!  Boats have been 
filling into the yacht club with many new dock 

holders and the many new 
social and full members that 
have joined the club this 
year.  Please welcome them 
by introducing yourself, 
you may now have “a new 
friend.”

The club is in full swing by 
being open five days a week.  
There is still plenty of  time 
to book that special event at 
the club.  If  you are a social 

member with a boat, please feel free to use the guest 
dock and stop in for a meal and/or libations.  If  you’ 
would like to stay at the club for a few days, please 
contact the office for a dock assignment.

On a final note, if  you have not met our new general 
manager, please stop in and introduce yourself, he is 
doing a great job.

We’ll see you at the club.  Safe Journeys.

A Note from the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer
The finance committee recommended replacement 
of  the Point of  Sale (POS) system during the fall 
of  2016 and sought Board of  Directors approval 
in March 2017 for selection and installation of  a 
new system.  The key benefits include, lowering our 
monthly software fees by 50%, no significant upfront 

capital costs to replace the 
aging hardware at server 
stations, and upgraded data 
tracking to aid improving 
operational efficiencies. 

During the week of  June 
19, 2017, a new POS system 
was installed in the bar and 
restaurant areas, including 
new order printers in the 
kitchen.  I would like to 
thank Mark and his staff  for 

working diligently to install, train, and make the new 
system operational for dinner service on Wednesday, 
June 21.  The staff  and finance committee are 
working hard to create a seamless transition from the 
old to new system.  As we work to make the system 
100% operational over the next few weeks, please feel 
free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Now for our music line up scheduled so far: 

Saturday, July 15 ... Blues Guise  

Saturday, July 22 ... Paul Robb Duo 

Saturday, July 29 ... Bobby & Andy Show; 

Saturday, August 5 ... Pagel Trio  

Saturday, August 12 ... Bryan Rombalski Trio  

Saturday, August 19 ... Sal Barbarito 

Saturday, August 26 ... Standard Session  

Friday, September 1 ... Pagel Trio

There are plans for more ‘Music on the Patio’ this 
summer.  If  you want to sponsor or co-sponsor 
some music just let us know, (Julie or Ashley).  

Action Auction Thank You!
  ~ Mary Anne Cole, Director 

THANK YOU ME HEARTIES!

One more time...

Thank you to everyone who donated auction items, 
attended the event, and bid on auction items.  

Thank you to so many SBYC 
members that helped in so 
many ways.

Thank you to our friends in 
the community that donated 
auction items.

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the Non-
Perishable Food collection for 

the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission.   

EIGHT LARGE BOXES OF FOOD WERE 
DELIVERED.  THEY WERE SO THANKFUL!
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The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared 
values and common interests in an atmosphere of 
friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great 
people serving great people in a safe, nautical 
atmosphere.   As we have for generations - we stand 
tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Hello, Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Members!

It is truly wonderful to be “on board” with the Club.  
Since arriving on June 1, I’ve had the opportunity 
to start to settle into my new role, and interact with 
as many of  our members as possible.  I can say that 
everyone has been very welcoming and hospitable, 
and I sincerely hope to build strong relationships with 
all members. 

My first month here has seen some exciting events, 
including our Blessing of  the Fleet.  Thanks go out 
to everyone who made the day the success that it was, 
including our Board and Flag Officers who spent 
many hours ironing out all of  the small details that it 
takes to make a memorable event.  Special thanks to 
Jerry Somalski and Craig Taunt for their assistance in 
squaring away our yardarm so that we were able to 
properly hoist and fly the colors.

Our new Point of  Sales system has been installed, 
which will enable better communication between 
the Front of  the House and the Kitchen, as well as 
allow myself  and Ashley to process required reports 
and member invoices in a much more efficient 
manner.  Our new Wine List is in play, and feedback 
and suggestions from our membership is strongly 
encouraged.

A big thanks to Julie Humbert for all of  her efforts 
in booking musical entertainment throughout the 
summer months.  With the kind sponsorship of  Pier 
7, she has arranged music for the enjoyment of  our 
membership through September.  

As we move into the Summer months (and hopefully 
leave the rain behind), myself  and the staff  will strive 
to exceed our members’ expectations in all areas of  
Club operations. 

Once again, my thanks to our Board and members for 
making me feel so welcome!

From the Manager’s Desk
~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager Tawas Rendezvous

July 7-9
East Tawas State Dock

Make dock reservations 
through DNR.

www.midnrreservations.com
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Anchoring Tips by Dale Humbert

One of  the topics that can generate a zesty discussion among boaters is anchoring.  These tips are more fuel for 
discussion, knowing full well that the continuing debate over the art and science of  anchoring shall persist.
The plethora of  anchoring references mostly focus on equipment, scope and weather – the high-tech subjects.  
There appears to be one understated element of  successful anchoring, namely procedure.  There is more to setting 
the anchor than dumping the hardware overboard. Techniques to lower the anchor can make the difference between 
multiple frustrating attempts and early success.  An investment in high tech gear will be money wasted without a 
detailed process to take advantage of  the bottom grabbing features of  modern gear.  Our topic is ‘how’ to get the 
most of  what ever ground tackle is aboard. 
Properly setting the hook is the primary goal on arrival in that certain out of  the way haven.  A remote anchorage 
may be romantic and free from the hustle bustle of  everyday life; however, your custom Tempur-Pedic® mattress 
alone cannot guarantee a good night’s sleep.  We could easily carry on about a custom boat mattress, the advantages 
of  a foldable mattress for boats, etc. However, the boat bed is important only after the anchor is secured to the earth. 
If  you are anchoring out of  necessity in challenging conditions, it is all the more important that the anchor do its 
intended job on the first try. 
Summary: The appropriate anchor must be lowered at a rate and depth that allows it to attack the bottom and 
maximize the chances for digging into the earth – be it mud, sand, rock, weed or hard-pack. 
If  conditions call for a 100 feet of  rode, how much rode at a time and how fast do you pay it out?  Plunking a pile 
of  chain or rope on the bottom, in close proximity to the anchor, creates potential for entanglements.  Alternatively, 
pay out the rode too slowly and the anchor may bounce along the bottom, preventing the anchor from maintaining 
proper orientation long enough to dig in to the earth.
‘Pointing’ the anchor before paying out all the desired scope is key. The right rate of  paying out rode will help keep 
the shank high and the anchor’s sharp end pointing towards the boat as it descends. 
Procedure:
A) Select your spot by deferring to anchoring etiquettes, point your bow into the wind and then shift into neutral.  

The moment the boat begins retreating with the wind, slowly pay out rode and watch the anchor descend.  Fluid 
dynamics, in slow moving water, help point the anchor’s sharp end towards the boat as the boat retreats and the 
anchor descends.  The critical purpose of  watching the anchor during its initial release is to make sure the gear 
is not fouled.  Any problem that prevents a proper angle of  attack of  the anchor requires immediate attention 
before releasing more rode.

B) Once the anchor is properly pointed, continue to pay out rode to a length equal the distance from the ‘bow to 
bottom’ plus approximately 30 percent.  For example, if  the distance from the anchor roller to the bottom is 20 
feet, slowly pay out about 30 - 40 feet and then make a single wrap around the bow cleat. 

C) The first sign of  slight tension on the rode signals the anchor’s initial bite of  earth.  Immediately let out more 
rode to relieve the tension.  As the boat drifts back, pay out rode at a rate that keeps only intermittent tension 
on the rode.

D) Once the desired scope is out, secure the rode to the bow cleat.  The anchor is now most likely oriented with 
two big factors working for a secure set; 

1) the digging parts are pointing down with the shank on top, and 
2) the rode is pulling at a low angle relative to the bottom.  

E) If  after a few minutes, all indications support that the anchor has found a stable home on the bottom, the next 
step is to back down with the engine for a minute or two.  With improvised ‘range markers’ as indicators, you 
can be reasonably assured of  a secure hold.  A floating ‘marker’ attached to the anchor is also helpful.  Waiting 
for more than a few minutes before leaving your post is prudent. 

F) Now employ your snubber system and know that after watching the sunset, you can lie back on your custom 
Tempur-Pedic mattress for a refreshing sleep. 

Obviously, the crew on Enchant are very interested in safe sleeping comfort – it’s our passion.  We have anchored in 
a wide variety of  conditions including the Virgin Islands, Bermuda, The Great Lakes and the Sea of  Cortez over the 
past 30 years.  We hope you will find these tips worth including in your zesty anchoring discussions.  Goodnight and 
good luck.

http://artisansmattress.com/artisans-flag-ship/
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Action Auction 2017
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Action Auction 2017
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Action Auction 2017
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Action Auction 2017
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Blessing of the Fleet 2017
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Blessing of the Fleet 2017
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