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  ~ Steve Goodnow, Commodore

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Commodores’ 
Celebration                

Saturday, September 9

SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, September 10

Fall Rendevous
Fri. - Sun., Sept. 15-17

MSU/UM Tailgate Party
& Chili Cook-Off

Saturday, October 7

Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 13

Fall Work Party
Saturday, October 21

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  We are a unique 
community of individuals with shared values and common interests 
in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of great 
people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  As we have 
for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome 
all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Hours of Operation

Wednesdays & 
Thursdays:

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2100

Breakfast: 0800 - 1300 
Lunch/Dinner:

1400 - 1930

Hello SBYC members.  Hard to believe it is almost September.  Family 
matters have consumed my attention for the last couple of  months and I 
have not been at the Club as much as I would have liked. 

We have the Commodores’ Celebration 
coming up on September 9th.  Come if  you 
can.  Past Commodores have contributed 
generously of  their time and this is our 
opportunity to celebrate their contribution.  
Make a weekend of  it by playing in the SBYC 
Annual Golf  Outing on Sunday, September 
10th.  You don’t have to be a golfer!  See 
Ashley’s email for details or call the office.

Late summer and Fall also offers an excellent 
opportunity to watch football from the SBYC Bar.  Even if  your favorite 
team is not local, we have enough screens for everyone.   Saturday for 
the College games and Sunday for the Pros.  It gets better at SBYC for 
the MSU/MI game when we show it on the big screen and have a chili 
cookoff.  Good game, good food, good friends is what SBYC is all about. 

Enjoy this part of  our season, see you at the Club.



The Masthead      Page 2                 September 2017

From the Vice Commodore 
  ~ Michael Holland, Vice Commodore

From the Rear Commodore 
  ~ John Kustuch, Rear Commodore

Greetings!

Well, can you believe that it is already September!!!  
Where did our summer go?  I do know that Saturday 
night music on the patio has been a tremendous 

success this past year.  A big 
thank you to all the sponsors 
that have supported our 
music on the patio.  There 
is still time to have your 
company and/or yourself  
sponsor Saturday night 
music.

As you're reading this article, 
my wife and I will be on our 
14-day Mediterranean cruise 

then flying to Southampton.  Then, on my big bucket 
list, is taking the Queen Mary across the Atlantic to 
New York and enjoying my long-awaited retirement 
after spending over 30 years in private practice.  It will 
be nice to be able to spend more time cruising the 
great lakes and also spending more time at SBYC this 
coming fall and into next year.

Please do not forget to sign up for the Commodores 
Celebration.

As always see you at the club.

The weather is turning a bit brisk, too early if  you 
ask this boater.  The official first day of  fall isn’t 
until Friday, September 22nd, not that I feel the 
need to be exact; we can squeeze a few more great 
boating weekends in this season.  As we approach 
the downswing of  our 2017 season, we see those 
cruising club members returning with great stories 

of  travel experiences.  The 
Murchison’s and Dicken’s 
took a trip to Chicago, 
Karl and Carole Roth just 
returned from their trip 
North.  Some members, 
Scott and Lynne Schropp, 
got turned back by big 
waves and high winds.  
Gary and Tina Grigg made 
to parts North for a bit, 

as well, and it’s definitely good to see Expressway, 
Wayne and Sue Hilger have made it back from an 
extended trip to the Straits of  Mackinac.  I know 
these members will have great stories to share in the 
Commodore’s Lounge over the winter layup.

On September 9th we have our traditional 
Commodore’s Celebration.  This is occasion to 
recognize our Commodore for his contribution to 
our club during his term.  We also acknowledge the 
contributions of  Commodores of  the past, from 
the original Commodore Jennison to our present 
Commodore Goodnow, there have been ninety 
women and men who’ve lead our club through 
following and straight on the head seas.  This is a 
great event, we get a little dressed up, present a few 
gifts, and participate in some club history while 
enjoying a great dinner and some dancing and good 
fellowship.  I hope to see you there!

Saturday, October 28
Costumes Encouraged!
More details to come …

Save the date!



The Masthead      Page 3                 September 2017

From the Manager’s Desk
~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

A new feature of  the Masthead will offer the 
favorite recipes of  our SBYC club members.  
Our recipe share this month comes from Past  
Commodore Pam Murchison.  It is her 
favorite quick recipe.  

BUTCHER’S DINNER

1 onion diced
1 pound sausage - your favorite  - remove casings
1 can diced tomatoes with juice
1 can Great Northern Beans drained and rinsed
To reduce fat , cook sausage in water.  Drain.
Saute onion in a little oil.  Add tomatoes and 
beans.
Serve over spring mix greens.  A crusty bread is a 
nice addition.

If  you would like to share a favorite recipe, 
please send to Editor Lynn Weaver at 

lynn9117@gmail.com or drop off  to the club.  

It’s simply amazing how fast our summers come and 
go!  By the time of  this printing, Labor Day will have 
come and gone, and we’ll all be looking forward to 
a beautiful Autumn filled with sunny days and cool, 
crisp evenings.    Another special thanks to Julie 
Humbert and all of  our member sponsors who made 
our Summer Music Series such a success.

Moving into our cooler nights, the large space heaters 
will be placed on the Patio to provide those “hearty 
souls” wishing to sit outside with a bit more comfort.  
Chef  Harry has made some changes to our Fall 
menu, which will be available for dinner every night 
we are open.  The soup and salad bar will be available 
Friday and Saturday evenings, and on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays your server will deliver those items to your 
table for you to enjoy before your entrée is served.

The Commodore’s Celebration is planned for 
Saturday, September 9th, starting at 6:00pm.  In 
addition to a fantastic dinner by Chef  Harry, the 
Josh Ramses band will be playing from 9pm until 
midnight for your listening and dancing enjoyment.  
Reservations are still available, so come and join us 
for this once a year festive Club event.  

With Christmas right around the corner, now is the 
time to reserve space for your holiday get together.  
Whether it be a luncheon or dinner, the staff  stands 
ready to ensure a memorable experience for you and 
your guests.

Moving into the Autumn season, work will begin to 
improve our docking facilities for the members.  This 
will include raising several existing docks, as well as 
replacing decking as needed.  If  you have any critical 
work that needs be done, please contact me at your 
convenience.

There is still a lot of  great boating to be had over the 
next couple of  months, so please enjoy your time on 
the water and be safe!

Club members enjoying 
music on the patio!
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About GM Mark Piganelli
Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, Mark Piganelli joined the 
Navy the day after his 18th birthday.  He served in the 
JAG Corps (the legal branch of  the Navy concerned 
with military justice and military law) for 10 years 
before seeking a radical career change.  “I spent 10 
years working with some of  the most difficult people 

and circumstances 
out there.  I wanted 
to do something 
completely 
different,” explains 
Mark.  

That change began 
at a Bennigan’s 
in Little Rock, 
Arkansas.  
Interestingly, he 
spent his weekends 
moonlighting as 
a bartender at the 

Governor’s mansion, which was occupied at the 
time by Bill and Hillary Clinton.  He has worked 
throughout the south, primarily in corporate hotels 
such as Hilton, Westin and Hyatt, however, his 
early years included everything from Krispy Kreme 
doughnut shops to truck stops.  Mark’s background 
includes over 10 years as a banquet manager and he 
has the experience of  doing over 500 weddings in his 
career.  

Mark feels his military experience prepared him well 
for the food and beverage industry by providing 
him with the work ethic and corporate structure 
needed for success.  He is excited to bring his 
knowledge to the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  “My 
experience allows me the opportunity to take all 
the best practices I know to optimize the member’s 
experience.  Everything we do in this business is 
detailed oriented,” he explains.  “First impressions 
are everything.  I want members to be proud to bring 
their guests to our club.”

After taking on the role of  SBYC General Manager 
this past June, Mark has been staying busy as he is 
working on “squaring away” the club – focusing 
on maintenance, cleanliness and operational 

effectiveness.  He has spent about 80% of  his time 
so far with club issues.  Next on his agenda is the 
docks – working on getting them raised and repaired 
as needed.

“My ultimate goal is to make sure members will not 
have to worry about any operational issues,” said 
Mark.  “It’s my job to make sure any problems are 
fixed before members ever know about them.”  He 
also emphasizes that he is a working manager.  “I 
don’t try to run the club from behind a desk.  You will 
see me out working with the staff.”  

Mark believes that his job is not to manage staff, but 
rather to facilitate them and give them the tools they 
need to do their jobs successfully.  “I facilitate the 
staff  to ensure member satisfaction,” explains Mark.  
In addition, Mark always has an open door for both 
member and staff  concerns, questions or ideas.

As a new resident of  Essexville, Mark enjoys the 
friendly and beautiful area, which he calls a city with a 
small town feel.  He then explains, after coming from 
the mountains of  Tennessee, this IS a big city!  

One of  the best things about Saginaw Bay Yacht 
Club?  “I love the member-oriented environment – 
everyone is a regular!”

Mark at the Tawas  
Rendezvous 
assisting with the 
champagne toast!
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As The Shot Rock circumnavigated the state of  
Michigan this summer, most marinas, public and 
private, displayed and enforced NO SWIMMING 

signs.  This is a response to 
state concerns about ESD or 
electrocution due to current in 
the water leaking from vessels 
which mimics drowning.  
European marinas have 
recognized this phenomenon 
for many years.  

As new marinas are built or 
existing ones are upgraded 
(East Tawas, Port Austin) 

travelers will find that if  their boats are leaking 
current either their pedestals will not work or entire 

sections of  the marina’s electrical system will shut 
down.  Traverse City was sued for a death several 
years ago but found not liable because warning signs 
were posted.  The SBYC Board will be purchasing 
appropriate signage.  

As little as 17 milliamps can cause death.  SBYC 
member Chris Skrocki was saved by her father as a 
young girl.  Ask her to tell you her story.  “No one” 
swims in the Saginaw River but remember, if  you 
try to retrieve a dropped wrench or car keys you are 
swimming.  Wondering if  your boat leaks?  PC Craig 
Murchison can quickly test your vessel with his clamp 
meter.

*Details on ESD (Electric Shock Drowning) are 
available in the July 2013 issue of  Seaworthy, which 
can be found on the web.

Electric Shock Drowning
  ~ PC Pam Murchison

Start forming         
your teams!

Trivia Night is Back!

Friday, 
September 29

More info 
to come!
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