From the Helm
Greetings!!!

~ Michael Holland, Commodore

It is nice to see summer finally come and stay for more than a few days.
The flowers at the club are spectacular and in full bloom. A big shout
out to Kimberly, the young lady who has been weeding all of the flower
beds for the club and my vegetable garden. Speaking of flower beds, our
organic vegetable garden has finally taken off.
Tomatoes will be plentiful this year, as well as all
of our peppers, both hot and sweet. Our garden
in front of our bath house is growing summer
squash and eggplants. All of the gardens are for
use in the kitchen so Chef Harry can make good
use of fresh veggies.
July was a fun time for Saginaw Bay Yacht
Club members. First was the Fourth of
July celebration down on the wall to watch
the fireworks. Saturday morning brought a
champagne toast followed by brunch with all boats bringing a dish
to pass. Next was the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club Rendezvous at the East
Tawas state dock. Saturday night began again with a champagne toast and
everyone brought a dish to pass. This is a good time to remind all club
members that you do not need a boat to participate in the Rendezvous.
All you need to do is just show up, bring a chair, bring a dish to pass,
enjoy the champagne and don›t forget to bring a beverage of choice.
On a final note, please do not forget to make a memo to self
that September 8th is our annual Commodores’ Celebration.
As always, see you at the club.

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:
We are a unique ommunity of individuals with shared values and
common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual
respect. A family of great people serving great people in a safe,
nautical atmosphere. As we have for generations - we stand tall and
proud along the water and welcome all who would join us in the
pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

AUGUST 2018
UPCOMING
EVENTS:
Cocktails & Croquet
Lawn Party
Saturday, Sept. 1
Labor Day Cookout
Sun. - Mon., Sept. 2-3
Commodores’
Celebration
Saturday, Sept. 8
SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, Sept. 9
Fall Rendevous
Fri.- Sun., Sept. 14-16
MSU/UM Tailgate
Saturday, October 20

Hours of Operation
Wednesdays &
Thursdays:
Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400
Lunch: 1130 - 1400
Dinner: 1800 – 2200
Sundays:
Bar: 0800 - 2000
Breakfast: 0800 - 1300
Sunday Cookout:
1400 - 1930

From the Manager’s Desk

~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

4th of July ... On the Wall

Summer is flying by! Can you believe it’s already
August?
As we head into the second half of our 2018 boating
season, Clubhouse operations continue at full swing.
Harry has added some tempting selections to the
dinner menu and, of course, all of the favorites
are available. Friday
and Saturday after hour
munchies? We have our “Bar
Bites” menu available. Clam
strips, jalapeno poppers,
mozzarella cheese sticks, plus
other satisfying snacks are
available from 10pm until
11:30pm.
Dock work continues to
improve the stability of our docks, as well as their
appearance by pressure washing. Our goal is to have
all of our docks raised to an acceptable level and
looking great to attract more boaters to the SBYC
ranks.
With the great assistance of Julie Humbert, our
Music on the Patio series has been greatly received
by membership. Live entertainment will continue
through August and into the third week of September
every Saturday from 7pm until 10pm. Come out and
enjoy the view and the music!
It’s not too early to start planning your holiday get
together here at SBYC. Our staff stands ready to
make sure that every detail of your event is attended
to and that your guests have a wonderful experience
with us. Please call the Clubhouse to check
availability and schedule your gathering.
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Voyage of Marie Nicole and The Shot Rock - July 2018

~ PC Craig Murchison

Sometime last year, the Dickens ask us if we wanted
to go to Toronto by boat. We had been there before
by boat and it was a wonderful trip, so why not.
Our only requirement was that we extend it to the
Thousand Islands. That was an easy sell. Leaving
SBYC on Saturday, June 23,
2018 we accomplished our
goal of the Thousand Islands
(Clayton, New York) on July
28th. Seven hundred NM and
a thousand gallons of diesel,
but who’s counting.
The trip started out in the fog
and we cruised all the way to
Port Austin. You might think
that was short but most of
our travels are done in 3-4
hour, 50-70 NM segments.
We enjoy stopping at various
towns, cities and yacht clubs.
We have cruised with the
Dickens many times over the
years and in general, our cruises could be considered
gourmet cruises of the Great Lakes. Finding great
restaurants in each port is usually the number one
goal. When we fail at this task, we have “gourmet
on boat,” which due to chefs Diane and Pam, is even
better than most restaurants. I have often suggested
that we only have “gourmet on boat” but that is a
hard sell.

docks before the first lift bridge, leading to the canal,
where Seaway cameras can see it to be able to get
the authorization to transit the canal sometime in
the future. When you start depends on commercial
traffic locking through. Fortunately for us, we were
able to dock, register and
begin locking after waiting
only two hours. One of the
boats locking with us had
been waiting three days!
We had one hitch in that
one of Marie Nicole’s
engines would not start
(bad starting motor) but
Captain Steve performed
one of the great nautical
feats by traversing the Canal
and then going across Lake
Ontario to Toronto on one
engine! To everyone’s relief
a new starter motor was
flown in from Mississippi
and installed by a very good female Volvo mechanic
adding only one day to our planned stay in Toronto.
Our trip through the Canal ended up being 10 hours.
The Canal has been more or less automated by using
big electromagnets to hold the commercial ships in
place in a lock. This results in a greatly reduced staff
continued on page 4

Our first important goal was to get to Toronto. This
was accomplished with stops at Port Austin; Port
Huron; Detroit YC; Middle Bass Island, Ohio; Pelee
Island, Ontario; Leamington, Ontario; Cleveland,
Ohio; Erie, PA.; Buffalo, NY, Port Colbourne,
Ontario; and the Welland Canal. Each of these
provide interesting stories that can be told over a glass
of wine at the Club.
We knew the Welland Canal, which does not cater to
pleasure craft, was going to be a hassle and it turned
out to be more than we thought. Firstly, one can no
lo_nger register to go though the canal in advance.
One must have one’s boat moored at some small
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Voyage - July 2018
continued from page 3

to throw lines to pleasure boats and requires rafting
at every lock. Marie Nicole was designated to be the
boat on the wall, with First Mate Diane and another
crew member holding the lines after which The Shot
Rock and a 40’ SeaRay rafted off. The Captain and
crew of Marie Nicole were exemplary in this effort.
Yes, we broke out the “adult beverage” when we
arrive at St. Catharines Marina.
The trip to the Thousand Islands involved a stop in
the lovely town of Cobourg. Dinner one night was
at the Cobourg YC watching the Wednesday night
sailing races. This was followed by a trip through
the Murray Canal and stop at Belleville. Next came
a beautiful ride through the Bay of Quinte before
reaching Clayton, NY, our current location on 7/29.
We plan on staying in the Thousand Island area for
six more days before heading out to the Trent-Severn
Waterway and back to Lake Huron.

Diane holding the line

See you at Club at the end of August.
Craig, Pam, Steve and Diane

Lower water

Story Ideas, Suggestions and
Submissions Welcome!

Our 2018 Summer Music Schedule:
**Friday, August 3 ... Dave Britton Duo
Saturday, August 11 ... Pagel Trio
Saturday, August 18 ... Bryan Rombalski Trio

If you are interested in sharing your boating or other
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD. Story ideas
are welcome too!
Send your stories and/or photos to THE
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@
gmail.com. If you have questions, call Lynn at 989737-9117.

Saturday, August 25 ... Melissa May/Brian Coonan
Saturday, September 1 ... Blues Guise
**Saturday, September 15 ... Dave Britton Duo
** sponsorship available
If you want to sponsor or co-sponsor some
music just let us know, (Julie or Ashley).
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Tawas
Rendevous
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Cocktails & Croquet
Lawn Party
Let’s Do a SBYC Summer Send-Off
with Games and White Attire!
Saturday, September 1
Beginning at 3:00 pm
Live Music by the Blues Guise – 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Consider Wearing White for this Family Friendly Day of Games!
Enjoy Croquet, Bocce Ball, Corn Hole, Ladder Golf and Badminton!
Complimentary appetizers and outside bar that will feature
Champagne Spritzer, White Sangria and Pop.
Full menu and inside bar beverages at member cost.
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