
J U L Y  2 0 1 8From the Helm 
  ~ Michael Holland, Commodore

Hours of Operation

Wednesdays & 
Thursdays:

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays:
Bar: 1130 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2000

Breakfast: 0800 - 1300 
Sunday Cookout:

1400 - 1930

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Tawas Rendevous
Fri. - Sun., July 13-15

Cocktails & Croquet 
Lawn Party             

Saturday, Sept. 1 

Labor Day Cookout
Sun. - Mon., Sept. 2-3

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, Sept. 8

SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, Sept. 9

Fall Rendevous        
Fri.- Sun., Sept. 14-16

Greetings!!!

Summer has arrived and what a joy it has been to finally have multiple warm days in a 
row.

I would like to thank those of  you who rode on the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club’s float 
for Essexville’s 150th year parade.  The “float” was my Boston Whaler all decked out 
and showing off  SBYC Pride.

There is still time to make your reservation for our annual 
Rendezvous in East Tawas on July 13th, 14th and 15th.  
Saturday the 14th at 6:00 p.m., we’ll have our traditional 
champagne toast then celebrate with a dish to pass.  Bring 
your own drink of  choice.

On Saturdays, we continue to have music on the patio, so 
please come out and enjoy.

I know it’s only July, but now is the time to book your 
holiday office and/or family parties to ensure the date you 
want is yours.

I would like to thank all those involved in getting our web 
page up and running.  A special thank you to Christine 

Skrocki for taking the lead on this one.  The webpage is a work in progress and as 
time goes on we will continue to fill in those areas that need updating.

Those of  you traveling this summer by sea or land be safe and wise and remember 
follow the rules.

As always see you at the club!!!
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Safety First!
  ~ Greg Vozniak, Rear Commodore
Ahoy from the flag.  I’m writing this article using 
my Dock Committee chairman’s hat.  This week 
the Dock Committee had a meeting to discuss two 
important safety issues regarding electricity and our 
boats.

The first issue is relatively easy to address.  When you 
are leaving the slip with your 
boat, before you throw off  
your lines, please turn the 
power off  to your boat at 
the pedestal.  The reason for 
this is we have noticed that 
a few boats leave the power 
line on the dock.  With the 
water levels up and some 
docks at or just above water 

level, if  the winds shift and the water rises, those 
docks may go below the water.  If  the power cord is 
laying on one of  those docks, the power cord could 
wind up under water.  If  the cord is energized, that 
is an extremely dangerous situation.   The low dock 
issue is being addressed but will take some time to 
correct.  Again, we are asking everyone to please turn 
the power off  at the pedestal before disconnecting 
from your boat.

The second issue is a little more complex and harder 
to diagnose and resolve.  That issue being stray 
voltage coming from a boat or dock.  Stray voltage 
can come from boats or docks because of  faulty 
wiring, frayed cords and devices not approved as 
shore- or marine-rated, or with some older boats that 
have design issues.  According to the Michigan DNR 
web site these are a few of  the things that boaters can 
do to alleviate this issue of  stray voltage:

•	 Have a qualified marine electrician:

o Install an Equipment Leakage Circuit 
Interrupter (ELCI) on your boat or use a 
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter in the shore 
power cord

o Perform and an inspection of  your boat’s 
electrical systems.

•	 Test GFCI and ELCI protection as recommended 
by the manufacturer.

•	 Use power cords that are in good condition and 
properly rated. Do not use common household 
extension cords.

One of  the indicators that a boat may be experiencing 
stray voltage is to check for residual power on the 
ground or neutral legs of  the boat’s power cable.  The 
way to measure this is by using a very high-end multi-
meter (read as not <$100 local DIY meter, more in 
the realm of  $500-600). 

The dock committee has agreed that we must take 
a proactive stance on this issue.  P.C. Craig Taunt 
along with a qualified electrical contractor will take 
the lead in this initiative.  The contractor Craig has 
been talking with has the appropriate multi-meter that 
can indicate a potential voltage leak.   Craig and the 
contractor will make a preliminary scan of  each boat’s 
power feed.  This is simply hooking the multi-meter 
to your power cord; there should be no affect to your 
boat.  If  the scan of  your boat or other boats in your 
direct vicinity indicate an issue, the club will contact 
the boat owners with potential issue and obtain your 
approval to do a more in-depth diagnostic.  If  after 
further diagnosis it is determined that a boat may 
have a problem, the dock committee will ask the 
boat owner to have the issue examined by a qualified 
marine electrician and resolve any issues found.

The dock committee is doing this as a service to you 
and your fellow boaters.  If  someone were to get 
electrocuted—like the tragic 2011 death of  a teen 
in a Traverse City marina—and it is determined it 
was from stray voltage from your vessel, you may 
potentially be held liable.  Let’s work together to keep 
our harbors safe.

Try
SBYC

For the 2018 season, new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee for new members.

For new Dockholders:
50% off dockage for first year

25% off dockage for second year
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Social Committee Update
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Chair

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

Our 2018 Summer Music Schedule: 
Saturday, July 14 ... Josh Ramsey Band
Saturday, July 21 ... The Bobby & Andy Show 
**Saturday, July 28 ... Gary Sprung  
**Friday, August 3 ... Dave Britton Duo 
Saturday, August 11 ... Pagel Trio
Saturday, August 18 ... Bryan Rombalski Trio 
Saturday, August 25 ... Melissa May/Brian Coonan
Saturday, September 1 ... Blues Guise
**Saturday, September 15 ... Dave Britton Duo

** sponsorship available
If  you want to sponsor or co-sponsor some     

music just let us know, (Julie or Ashley).  

Happy Summer to all!

SBYC enjoyed a GREAT May and June, and we look 
forward to continuing to exceed our members’ and 
guests’ expectations throughout the entire boating 
season and beyond.

Our Summer Music Series has been greatly received, 
and will continue throughout the season, primarily on 

Saturday evenings.  Thanks 
to Julie Humbert for all her 
hard work in scheduling the 
performers!

Dock repairs continue, with 
an eye towards continuous 
improvement.  Our goal is to 
bring all of  our docks “up to 
spec,” thereby enhancing our 
opportunities for expanded 

membership and slip ownership.  Docks will be raised 
and repairs will continue to both improve the stability 
of  the docks, as well as the overall appearance of  our 
docking facilities.

Clubhouse operations are in full swing.  I would once 
again request all members to call ahead and make 
reservations for dinner service on both Friday and 
Saturday evenings to ensure smooth and efficient 
operations.

As always, it is my privilege to be a staff  member 
of  the Club, and welcome feedback from everyone 
concerning any facet of  SBYC operations.

Good Day SBYC family & friends.  I hope you are 
enjoying the music on the patio line up this season.  
There are still a few dates available to sponsor 
music; July 28, August 3 and September 15.  You 

can email me anytime for 
anything at Julessail@
sbcglobal.net.  

The Social Committee is 
planning a Summer send-
off  event set for Saturday, 
September 1, so mark your 
calendar. The “Cocktails & 
Croquet Lawn Party” will 
feature Games, Food, Drink, 

Music, and be Family Friendly!  More info to come.

Another event the social committee discussed was 
a Jam Session with fellow members who play an 
instrument and/or sing.  So you talented/gifted 
bunch, dust off  the music in you … we will be in 
touch!  See you at the Club.

Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article 
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story ideas 
are welcome too!

Send your stories and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@
gmail.com. If  you have questions, call Lynn at 989-
737-9117.

mailto:Julessail@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Julessail@sbcglobal.net
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Website Update
  ~ Christine Moore Skrocki 
I hope you have had a chance to view our new SBYC 
website.  It went live on the internet last week.  The 
address is the same one we have always had for the 

sake of  continuity -- www.
sbycmi.com.  This new website 
should be very useful for us.  It 
will have up-to-date details of  
our events, of  menu features, 
past Mastheads to look back 
upon, having Club rules on 
hand, etc.  

Besides assisting us with what we want to know 
about the Club, this website was mainly designed to 
appeal to new prospective members.  We needed to 
have more than just our brochure to get the word 
out about the special place we share here.  This new 
website shows them our outstanding views, explains 
our services, and includes a message of  “All are 
Welcome, join us!”  Feel proud to send your friends, 
family and new potential members to our site.  The 
site will demonstrate to them why we love this Club 
so much!  For boat lovers and sunset admirers, our 
real estate is the best in the Saginaw Bay region!

Know that this website will always be evolving.  It is 
not the finished product that you see.  Someday I’d 
like to replace the aerial picture we have, as well as 
the fly-over under “Marina” to show more boats in 
the water.  I also will be replacing some of  the boat 
pictures lifted from the old website with pictures of  
boats we now view at our docks, with our scenery and 
nice landscaping in the background.  I will be adding 
pictures of  our events showing the room décor and 
members enjoying the social activities we have here.  
For the sake of  budget and wanting to get the new 
website up before summer, this is what we have so 
far.  It is a great tool now and will only get better as 
time goes on.  Enjoy!

SBYC Family & Friends.  The Social Committee 
would like your help in raising funds to enlarge our 
outside patio area.  Our patio has become the “Place 
to Be” enjoying a meal, music and/or just hanging 

out.  The 
ambiance of  
friends, family, 
flowers, music 
and waterfront 
has made our 
patio a popular 
venue.  Oh, and 

our gorgeous sunsets!  Over the next 10 months we 
have a goal to raise the funds to expand our patio and 
seating area in time to celebrate our Club’s 125th year 
anniversary and Tall Ships Celebration with style and 
space.

Bay Landscaping has given SBYC an estimate of  
$30,000 and will be drawing up the patio design for 
all to see.  There is a designated Patio account in the 
Heritage Fund for all donations.  Members can buy 
a brick or two or ten, inscribed or not.  Save all your 
bottle and can returns in a money jar for the next 10 
months.  Make monthly donations to spread out a 
payment.  The patio will not be expanded without the 
funds needed.

Any questions, thoughts or issues, email Julie 
Humbert at Julessail@sbcglobal.net 

SBYC patio is the ‘Jewel of  Saginaw Bay’ and Our 
Place to Be! 

Patio Announcement
~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Chair

Adopt a Flower Bed!
Pick a favorite flower bed this season and adopt 
it!  All you have to do is give it a weekly weeding 
to make it beautiful all summer long!

http://www.sbycmi.com
http://www.sbycmi.com
mailto:Julessail@sbcglobal.net
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Traditions
  ~ PC Tari Detzler, 2005
While hosting a group on our boat during this year’s 
Venetian Night someone asked me what it was like to 
be the first female Commodore at SBYC.  I explained 

that the biggest 
challenge was not for 
me but for my husband, 
Lyn, because there are/
were many “traditional” 
roles throughout the 
year that the spouse of  
the Commodore plays.  
The example I shared 
was the presentation 
of  the candle and rose 
at the Commodore’s 
Celebration.  Each year 

there is a little confusion because the Commodore 
gets the candle and the spouse the rose and the 
Commodore was “traditionally” the man. Our 
traditions are evolving.

Since that evening, I have been thinking about how 
our traditions have evolved and continue to do so.  
As I think about our Club membership, I am amazed 
to realize that the majority of  our members hold 
Social memberships and a large number of  the total 
membership are less than 10-15 years old; many 
less than 5 years.  And so, some of  our history and 
traditions are unknown to them. 

Many people I talk to are surprised to know that 
Social Memberships did not exist prior to 2003.  2003 
was a transformative year for our Club.  Our By-
laws were revised to add Social memberships and 
the ability of  an unmarried member to designate a 
significant other, but we also recognized married 
couples as equal owners of  their membership.  Prior 
to 2003, one spouse was the member and the other 
was the “spouse of  the member.”  Only the member 
could sit on the Board of  Directors and the Flag and 
“traditionally” the husband was the member.  After 
serving four years on the BOD, Lyn had to transfer 
his membership to me so that I could take a seat at 
the table and eventually become Commodore. Once 
again, he was forging the way toward evolution of  a 
tradition.

Lyn and I often reminisce about the old days (he 
has many more old days than I).  Lyn came to the 
Club in 1960 when his parents joined.  His father, 
Arnie Detzler, was Commodore in 1981.  Lyn joined 
himself  in 1973 after returning from the Navy and we 
were married at the Club in 1985.  So we have seen 
and participated in many of  the good and tough times 
that the Club has endured through the years and we 
still believe that the Club is a special place because of  
the membership.

We have a rich history here at the Club because of  
our diverse membership and our traditions.  We have 
evolved from a being strictly a boating club to place 
were all who seek comradery can come and enjoy 
our nearly perfect setting and active social calendar.  
Please take advantage of  all that your membership has 
to offer, the friendships you make will be rewarding. 
,If  you don’t have a boat, most of  us are more than 
happy to have 
you come aboard, 
have a drink and 
go for a ride and 
talk about the 
many traditions 
and evolution of  
the Club. ,And 
please, share your 
ideas for new 
traditions as we 
enter our 125th 
year in 2019.
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