
  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8From the Helm 
  ~ Michael Holland, Commodore

The Mission of the 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  

We are a unique 

community of individuals 

with shared values and 

common interests in an 

atmosphere of friendship 

and mutual respect.  A 

family of great people 

serving great people 

in a safe, nautical 

atmosphere.  As we have 

for generations - we stand 

tall and proud along the 

water and welcome all 

who would join us in the 

pursuit of enjoyment and 

fun.

Hours of 
Operation:

See Special 
December Hours   

on Page 4!

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

SBYC 
Christmas Party

Saturday, December 8

SBYC Children’s 
Christmas Party           

Sunday, December 9

Greetings!!!

Well can you believe it is already December and snow is covering the ground?

As I write my last article for the Masthead, I would like to reflect on the past 
7 years I served on the board of  directors and as your flag officer.  First and 
foremost, I would like to thank all the past and present board of  directors and 

flag officers who have served and donated their time 
to our club.  A sincere thank you for your time and 
input in making our club the best yacht club!!!

Secondly, I would like to thank Mark Piganelli, 
manager of  SBYC, for a job well done at leading our 
club in the right direction for our future growth and 
stability.

When I came on the board, a lot of  discussion was 
taking place about our roof  needing repairs.  It finally 
came to fruition through the leadership of  the flag, 
board of  directors and you, the membership.  Enough 

money was raised to replace our aging roof  and stop the constant leaking every 
time it rained or when the snow melted.  Our very tired HVAC system was 
also on its final breath when you again, our membership, came to the rescue 
through your generous donations and we were able to replace the HVAC 
system.  A big thank you to the past and present planning committee and their 
chair for a job well done and all those who have helped to make our club great.

I would also like to thank the social committee for bringing back music to the 
patio weekly and to the continued social events throughout the year.  Over the 
last 7 years, the social committee has done an extremely and I mean extremely 
good job at making our Club social!!

A big shout-out to our business manager, Ashley Van Akker, for continued 
stability of  our front office during the time when we did not have a club 
manager and her unwavering assistance to myself  during my tenure as a flag 
officer.

A big thank you to our wonderful staff  not only in the dining area and the bar 
but to our house manager as well as Michael our maintenance man once again 
a job well done!!!

A special thank you to Lynn Weaver for her continued generosity and time in 
editing the Masthead monthly.

It’s been my great pleasure to serve you our membership as your Commodore 
this past year.

As always, see you at the club.
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 From the Vice Commodore
  ~ John Kustuch, Vice Commodore

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Winter has arrived and here at the Clubhouse we’re 
gearing up for holiday gatherings!

Attached to this Masthead is a calendar listing our 
Hours of  Operation for December.  In conjunction 
with our booked holiday events, we will continue to 
maintain our Thursday “Bar Bites,” as well as our 
Sunday Tailgate throughout the month.

In addition, we will be 
offering regular Friday night 
dining with the exception 
of  Friday, December 14th, as 
we have multiple functions 
that evening.  Although the 
kitchen will be closed on 
Saturdays for the month, the 
Bar will remain open several 
of  those evenings.  Please see 

the attached calendar for details.

Seating is still available for out Annual Club Christmas 
Dinner/Dance on Saturday, December 8th.  Please call 
today to make your reservations.  Also, our Children’s 
Christmas Lunch with Santa will be the following day, 
Sunday, December 9th.  Again, please give us a call to 
reserve your seats.

Congratulations to our incoming Board of  Directors 
and Flag Officers!  The coming year promises to 
be filled with continuous improvements to Club 
operations.  Also, thanks to our great staff  for all their 
hard work during the past year.

On behalf  of  the staff, please have a happy and safe 
holiday season!

December in our 124th year; as our 2018 season’s 
wrap is upon us, we reflect the great experiences at 
the Club this season.  We enjoyed expanded hours 
of  operation over the winter, and fellowship during 

Sunday football games 
at the tailgate parties.  
We had great weather 
and attendance for our 
season breakout event, the 
Blessing of  the Fleet.  The 
Social Committee provided 
us with many evenings 
of  great entertainment 
on the patio and on the 
dance floor throughout the 
season.  Many members 

traveled on the water this season, returning with 
interesting stories of  travel to Toronto, The Straights 
of  Mackinaw, Detroit, the North Channel Islands … 
maybe some only made it to the beach at State Park.  
I hope we all got the use and enjoyment we look for 
from our vessels and our club. 

We appreciate the work put forth by Mark Piganelli, 
and all of  our club staff  in 2018, to make sure our 
experience at SBYC are the stuff  we talk about with 
others.

2019 is our 125th year of  operation.  The SBYC has a 
long, great, and storied history; we’ll be sharing some 
stories of  the past as we also host expanded events 
recognizing our quasquicentennial.  We are planning 
to expand our Blessing of  the Fleet to include some 
recognition of  this milestone.  A mid-season party is 
being discussed and, of  course, a recognition at the 
Commodore Celebration, to name a few things the 
committee is working on.  This season brings the Tall 
Ships back to Bay City as well, an opportunity for 
members to showcase our club environment to our 
friends and family, as well as enjoy a spectacular view 
of  the vessels as they ply the waters to visit Bay City. 

The club expanded hours will continue this winter, 
I encourage everyone to come in on a Sunday, enjoy 
the fellowship, a game and a great view of  those who 
enjoy the Saginaw River in a much different climate 
than we enjoy.  The ice fisherman and snowmobile 
riders abound once the ice is stable enough.  We 
have yet to see some curling, I’m an optimist though 
(wink).

Everyone enjoy this Holiday Season, a safe and 
Happy New Year and we look forward to seeing 
everyone “at the club!”

Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article 
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story ideas 
are welcome too!

Send your stories and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@
gmail.com. If  you have questions, call Lynn at 989-
737-9117.
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Great Gatsby Gala
  ~ Dale Humbert
November 10, 2018 - The Great Gatsby Gala was 
an exceptional evening at SBYC and one of  the 
most elegant and entertaining events of  the year.  It 
was a step back in time with a carefree ambiance.  
Everyone dressed for fun and dancing.  The Gatsby 
era ensembles that our members fashioned kept 
the cameras and conversations active.  The staff  
were amazing.  Not only did they provide a truly 
memorable dining experience, they served with style 
and dressed to match the theme.  The decorations and 
nine-piece band smoothed out our time travel.  The 
Cool Lemon Jazz Band filled the club with great music 
yet again.  There was wishful talk about building a 
club house to match the pictures from that era. 

For those lucky enough to attend, we extend a big 
thank you to the staff  and the members who made it 
happen. 
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December 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

      1
LOUNGE & 
KITCHEN 
CLOSED
 

2
 
Kitchen 
TAILGATE 
4 - 7:30pm 
 
Bar  3 - 8pm
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 
Kitchen 
"BAR BITES" 
5 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 9pm
 

7
 
Kitchen 
FULL MENU 
6 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 10pm
 

8
 
Kitchen 
CLOSED 
 
 
Bar 5 -10pm
 

9
 
Kitchen 
TAILGATE 
4 - 7:30pm 
 
Bar  3 - 8pm
 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 
Kitchen 
"BAR BITES" 
5 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 9pm
 

14
 
Kitchen 
CLOSED 
 
 
Bar 5 - 10pm
 

15
 
Kitchen 
CLOSED 
 
 
Bar 5 -10pm
 

16
 
Kitchen 
TAILGATE 
4 - 7:30pm 
 
Bar  3 - 8pm
 

17
 

18
 

19
 

20
 
Kitchen 
"BAR BITES" 
5 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 9pm
 

21
 
Kitchen 
FULL MENU 
6 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 10pm
 

22
 
Kitchen 
CLOSED 
 
 
Bar  5 - 10pm
 

23
 
Kitchen 
TAILGATE 
4 - 7:30pm 
 
Bar  3 - 8pm
 

24
 

25
 

26
 

27
 
Kitchen 
"BAR BITES" 
5 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 9pm
 

28
 
Kitchen 
FULL MENU 
6 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 10pm
 

29
 
Kitchen 
FULL MENU 
6 - 9pm 
 
Bar 5 - 10pm
 

30
 
Kitchen 
TAILGATE 
4 - 7:30pm 
 
Bar  3 - 8pm
 

31
      

print-a-calendar.com

SPECIAL DECEMBER SBYC HOURS!
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