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Coming into February we’re shivering from the 2019 Polar Vortex.  Those of  
us who’ve remained in Michigan anyway; we’re envious of  those we know are 
enjoying sun and fun in Florida and other warm parts of  the word. 

We’re in the midst of  these “news worthy” events, the vortex as well as a 
Federal Government shutdown.  I honestly have to say, the outpouring of  

support for our local Coast Guard truly warms my 
heart!

The Saginaw River Station of  the USCG has about 
40 members between the station and the Aids to 
Navigation team.  Five of  those members had 
begun work here in early December.  They had just 
paid moving expenses, first and last month rent as 
well as any start-up fees for utilities.  They received 
one paycheck, then the government shutdown.  
On the suggestion of  several members, I made 
a call to the Chief  Petty Officer, he shared with 
me the story of  needs and the process to donate 

to the members.  When we put out the information to club members the 
response was much more than any of  us may have imagined.  In total SBYC 
members donated $2,300 in gift cards, cash, services and sundries.  I had the 
honor of  representing our club and presenting the items to Petty Officer 
Peters, he related how much those who need the help right now appreciate 
the outpouring of  support from the community.  I am truly humbled by the 
generosity of  our club members and the opportunity to represent our club 
on this occasion.  Thank you to those who gave!

Upcoming events; our Valentine Party will be Friday, February 16th.  The 
social committee has a spectacular event planned, we’ll have great food, 
music and dancing for everyone.  Gentleman, Skeg Night is planned for 
Thursday, March 14th.  Please mark that on your calendar!  We’re ironing out 
a few plans however, we will be doing delicious food to pair with a tequila 
tasting.  Hope to see a great representation of  our members at that annual 
event.

We’ve come into the New Year with the fury of  Mother Nature for sure!  
Your club is a warm and welcoming place for socializing, watching sports 
and enjoying warmth while watching the snowmobilers and ice fishing on the 
river.  We’re open every Sunday starting at 3pm.

See you all at the club!



The Masthead      Page 2                       February 2019

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

A Little Bit of 
History ...
This image is 
Weadock road in the 
1960’s, the club would 
be on the left just 
after the curve.  

We’re all so glad that the Polar Vortex has come and 
gone, and now we can sit back and enjoy the balmy 
Michigan days of  February!

Clubhouse operations continue at a brisk pace 
throughout the month.  Regular dinner service will 
still be every Friday and Saturday, Our “Tail gate” 

every Sunday, and our “Bar 
Bites Thursday Nights” 
throughout the winter 
months.   

Thanks to everyone who 
was able to attend our Super 
Bowl Tail Gate!  A great time 
was had by all.  Reminder 
that Saturday, February 16th 
will be our Valentine’s Day 

Dinner-Dance.  The evening kicks off  at 6:00pm 
with cocktails before dinner at 7:00pm, followed by 
music and dancing.  Entertainment will be provided 
by a club favorite, Sal Barbarito.  Call today for your 
reservations.

Remember that the Club stands ready to host any 
winter events you might have in mind.  Weddings, 
dinners, luncheons, receptions or any other gathering 
you might be planning.  Please give me a call and I 
would be more than happy to discuss details.

Have a great February – see you at The Club!

From the Vice Commodore
  ~ Greg Vozniak, Rear Commodore
Ahoy from the flag.  While I’m writing this, we are in 
the midst of  the first polar vortex of  the year and boy 
is it cold.  Hard to believe that in a few short months 
the boats will be put back in the water.  Even with the 

cold weather you can still 
come on out and enjoy your 
club.  With the new HVAC 
and air handlers the club is 
nice and toasty warm and 
we are able to enjoy the fire 
place.  

There have been a few fun 
and festive nights this winter 
season thanks to Mark 
having the club open on 

Thursday for bar bites and Sunday’s tailgates.  To go 
along with the new carpet in the bar area we should 
now have new tile in the foyer.  So, come on out and 
see what’s going on.

Reminder to dock holders, your slippage fees were 
in last months billings.  Please have those taken care 
of  as soon as possible.   When the dock committee 
reviewed the application there were not many repair 
requests.  If  you do need some repairs/changes to 
your dock, please let the office know so that we can 
get them added to the list.

See you around the club.
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From the Social Committee
  ~ Julie Humbert, Director
2019 Greetings from your Social Committee.  
This is an exciting year for SBYC celebrating our 
125th Anniversary.  The social committee has many 
plans for celebrations.

Join your club family to celebrate Valentine’s Day, 
Saturday, February 16 with music by Sal Barbarito 

and reserve your steak and 
lobster dinner.

SBYC will be in the St. 
Patty’s Parade this March 
17, maybe for the first 
time!  Our theme is 125 
years and if  you want to 
participate in any way, 
there will be a sign up 
sheet at the club.  After the 
parade, come back to the 

club and celebrate and warm up with ‘Tailgate’.

Celebrating 125 years: “Remember When” and 
“Share Your Memories,” there will be a poster board 
to post pictures and memories of  your club history.  
Our club history is exciting and fascinating, thank you 
for sharing!

Patio Fundraiser: Social committee has decided 
to suspend our patio expansion fundraiser.  There 
is a lack of  interest, primarily due to other projects 
needing attention at our club.  We still feel the need 
to invest in new patio furniture, donations will be 
accepted for this project.

Music on the Patio Series:  Our Music series is a 
successful venture and in demand at our club.  Music 
will be scheduled for every summer weekend 2019, 
therefore many music sponsors are needed.  You can 
sponsor a portion of  the music or the entire amount.  
Our musician’s fee range from $250-$400.   Please let 
the office and/or me (Julie Humbert) know if  this is 
of  interest to you.

The social committee is available for any thoughts 
and ideas you would like to share.  God Bless!  See 
you at the Club! 

Our friends at the Bay City Yacht Club would like to 
extend an invitation to attend their Winter Wednesday 
presentations which are held the last Wednesday of  
each month from Jan. through April.  Most are sailing 
related, but they try to have 1-2 that will appeal to all 
boaters.  Here is the schedule so far:

February - T.B.D.

March - A North Sails representative will talk about 
downwind sail trim.

April - Our usual discussion on the Racing Rules of  
Sailing.

Doors open at 18:00 for food (light bar menu) and 
drinks, presentations start at 19:00. 

Hope to see you there!

BCYC Invite

SBYC Members Help Our 
Coast Guard
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In The Beginning ...
  ~ PC Craig Murchison
In recognition of  SBYC’s 125th anniversary, 
Commodore Kustuch has asked me, as Club 
Historian, to provide a series of  articles for the 
Masthead regarding the Club’s history. What better 
place to start than the initial organizational meeting at 
the Fraser House in Bay City Sept. 18, 1894.

In attendance: F.P Browne, J.W. Snyder, C.J. Patchell, 
C. Gregory, A. Mosher Jr., L.M.R. Bradley, Wm. 
F. Jennison, C. H. Uberoth, H.W. Jennison, A.M. 
Haynes, W.J. Smalley, I.C. Thompson, C. J. Bousfield, 
H.C. Moulthrop, Art Sovereign, F.C. Merrill, S.P. 
Cranage, J.A. McDonald, F.C. Buckley, Geo. R. 
Babcock, C.D. Vail, John G. Clarkson.

On a motion, Wm. Jennison was made temporary 
chairman and the meeting was called to order.  A 
general plan of  organization was then discussed and the 
following motions were carried and the articles adopted. 

We the undersigned residents of  Bay City do hereby 
associate ourselves together for the purpose of  
forming a Boating and Fishing Club and do adopt the 
following articles of  association. 

1st the name of  the association shall be and is The Bay 
City Boating and Fishing Club and its principal office 
and place of  business shall be located in the Village 
of  Essexville, town of  Hampton, Bay 
County, Michigan. 

2nd The purpose and object of  this 
association is to engage In Boating and 
Fishing for pleasure and recreation.

3rd The managing officers of  this 
Association shall consist of  a President, 
a Secretary, a Treasurer and three 
directors. 

4th The first meeting of  this Association 
shall be held on the first Monday in 
June 1895 at the house of  the Bay City 
Boating and Fishing Club in the in the 
Village of  Essexville at 7:30 PM for 
the purpose of  electing officers and 
transacting such other business as may 
be deemed expedient.  

The following motions were moved and 
seconded:

1.  The By-Laws rules and Regulations be 
referred to the Board of  Directors.

2.   When 100 members have been secured and 
the membership fee paid, that the BOD be 
empowered to proceed to erect a club house 
as per accepted plans.

3. We proceed to elect a President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Three 
Directors.

The Following were elected:  President A.M. Haynes, 
Vice President F.W. Snyder, Secretary Wm. F. 
Jennison, Treasurer L.M.R. Bradley, Directors F.C. 
Thompson, C.H. Uberoth, C. Gregory.

Nov 5, 1894: Meeting of  the BOD at the Riverside 
Storage Co.

Moved and seconded that the erection of  a 
club house according to plans specifications by 
Art Sovereign at a contract price of  $50,000 be 
commenced.  The site to be offered by George 
Perriman at $50 per annum for the 1st year and $100 
per annum for the following 5 years.

AND SO THE CLUB WAS BORN
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