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  ~ John Kustuch, Commodore
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Easter Brunch & 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 21 

Spring Work Party                 
Saturday, April 27

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 4

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 12

Flower Planting               
Saturday, May 18

Action Auction             
Friday, May 24

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 25

Memorial Day Cookout
Sat.-Sun., May 26-27

I’m not sure if  March “came in like a lion and went out like a lamb.”  I am 
certain the ice in the river has receded, winter has definitely made its mark 
upon the docks and pilings in our basins.   Dock Committee has surveyed 
and meticulously mapped out the work required to restore the changes 
winter ice has left us with,  Our contractor has his work cut out for him this 
spring. 

Skeg Night this year was another success and fitting 
welcome to the boating season.  About 45 gentlemen 
made it out for a fantastic dinner and fellowship, 
followed by a comedian from the Detroit area who 
provided us with some good, mostly clean, laughs.  
All of  this followed by a spectacular Tequila tasting 
provided by Jerry Crete and Ideal Party Store.  There 
were many Past Commodores, current Flag and 
Board members, as well as members and their guests 
whom I know enjoyed the evening.  We all look 

forward to the next.

As you may recall, recently we had a resignation from the Board of  
Directors.  The BOD met in March, nominated and voted to approve 
PC Paul Martin to fill the remainder of  the term.  Paul has a history of  
leadership and involvement in our club and will serve to the coming 
election.  Then, the two-year term will be an open opportunity for a 
member interested in serving. 

In the first three months of  this 125th year, our club has experienced 
particularly difficult and personal loss; long time members and leaders 
who indelibly made their mark on our club through leadership, support, 
mentoring and most of  all friendship.  Past Commodore Robert “Bob” 
Kinney, a member since 1981 and Commodore in 1992 is easily described 
as a friend of  everyone.  With an electrifying smile, firm handshake and 
an easy-going personality, Bob drew you in with a single conversation and 
made a personal connection for life. 

I met Bob in the neighborhood where I grew up; 10 or 11-years-old, I was 
riding my bicycle on the trail and hills of  then empty lots next to his house.  
A 27-foot Sea Ray on a trailer had become a new obstacle at the end of  our 
bicycle trail.  Having an interest in boats, I stopped my bike and struck up 
a conversation with Bob.  Soon, I was helping him change the lower unit 
lubrication and handing things back and forth to him on the boat.  That 

April Hours:
Thursdays

Bar: 1700 - 2100
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Saturdays

Bar: 1500 - 2400
Dinner: 1800 - 2100 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1500 - 2000

Tailgate: 1600 - 1930
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The Mission of SBYC:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - 
we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

From the Commodore
~ Continued from Page 1 ~

From the Social Committee
  ~ Julie Humbert, Director
Greetings from your social committee.  This is 
an exciting year for SBYC, celebrating our 125th 
Anniversary .  Your social committee along with 

Mark (GM) have been 
organizing numerous 
events.  First and 
foremost, a huge THANK 
YOU to all music 
sponsors, YOU make our 
music series possible.

Mark your calendar: 
Kentucky Derby is 
Saturday, May 4. Ladies 

decorate your hats and Gents pick out your bow ties.  
We will have a prize for Best Hat and Best Dressed 
Gent.  Back by popular demand is Jason Reese at the 
betting board.  Music set for after the race with “The 
Bobby & Andy Show” sponsored by Shannon & 
Dennis Bess.

Dueling Pianos are back, scheduled for Saturday, 
May 18, thanks to Diane & Steve Dickens for 
sponsoring, once again.  What an awesome show with 
George & Frank to start our music series season.  We 
have music scheduled every weekend, watch for the 
schedule of  musicians for your favorite entertainer.

Everyone (all members) mark your calendars; a 
“Meet & Greet” is scheduled for Thursday, June 
13, (long overdue).  This is planned for ALL NEW 
MEMBERS within the past 3+ years.  Your club and 
members want to welcome you and officially thank 
you for joining SBYC.  Ernest Entertainment is 
scheduled for your music enjoyment. 

I wanted to remind all members that we have two 
kayaks available for anyone to use, they are over by 
the club garage, thanks to Lynne & Scott Schropp.

SBYC is our “Jewel of  Saginaw Bay,” our home 
with our club family.  See you at the Club. 

chance encounter struck up a friendship of  nearly 
40 years.  Through those years, I continued to help 
Bob with maintenance on the boat.  He taught me 
a lot when I was young and truly instilled in me a 
passion for boating and the water.  When I was old 
enough, I started working at Kinney Dairies in the 
Ice Cream and Ice Man Ice divisions.  At work, Bob 
could be described as “The Energizer Bunny.”  He 
was constantly moving, working, looking for the 
things that needed to be done and getting them done.  
Hands down, Bob instilled in me the strongest work 
ethic, “always look for the next step, the next thing, 
keep moving forward.”  His mentorship early in my 
life guided me to success throughout my personal and 
professional life.

One funny story: I remember when Bob purchased a 
Sea Ray Sundancer and hired a guy to paint the name 
“E Z Living” on the boat.  We were out on the road 
(Kinney Dairies work) delivering coolers and visiting 
customers.  This was in the 80’s, no cell phones kids!  
Bob’s pager beeped, he called Jan, she and the girls 
exclaimed “There are sea gulls on the boat!”  Bob, 
very nonchalantly said “Well, shoo them off!”  The 
girls quickly replied “No dad, they’re painted on, the 
guy painted seagulls on the boat.”  We jumped back 
in the truck and went to investigate.  Most certainly, 
the painter, having exercised some creative license, 
painted several seagulls in flight and one perched on 
a piling next to the name on the stern of  the boat.  
Before the paint completely dried, we swiftly removed 
the seagulls and had a good laugh about it. 

I appreciate you indulging me as I share.  I’ll definitely 
miss my friend and mentor.  Bob, Jan, Jamie, Kristie, 
Kellie and Molly, you are all in our thoughts and 
prayers.

Friends and Club Members, the Saginaw River has 
once again assumed its liquid form, the weather is 
getting warmer, the sun is shining later in the day and 
the amazing sunsets best enjoyed at your club!  Come, 
enjoy, bring friends and help them become members.

See you at the Club!
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The Great SBYC Dinning or Docking 
Action Auction Raffle
Yea! Spring is here (at least by the calendar), bringing 
thoughts of  a free dock or free food and drink at 
SBYC for a whole year!  Many members have 
realized this dream over the past years. This year 
could be your year.  New members ask, “How do I 
get a piece of  this action.”  No problem, you won’t be 
overlooked.  The easiest way is to call the office and 
tell them your lucky number.  What we do is sell 100 
tickets (numbered 1-100) at $50 each and then have 
one of  our favorite first mates draw the winning ticket 
at the SBYC Action Auction, Memorial Day Weekend.  

Now a few hints to up your odds (even though 
100/1 are great odds compared to most drawings 
and lotteries).  Firstly, you can reduce your odds to 
50/1 just by buying two tickets (what a deal).  You are 
probably going to want to do this so both your lucky 
number and your spouse’s can be in the drawing.  
(Besides, the drawmaster (me) looks more favorably 
at your firstmate’s ticket than yours).  Speaking of  
lucky numbers, you will want to buy early from the 
office or me so you can get the numbers you want 
(we usually sell out early and I don’t want anybody to 
be disappointed).  If  you don’t think you have a lucky 
number, no problem, contact Tom (luck of  the Irish) 
Greenia and he can make some good suggestions.

Seriously, the raffle is an important part of  the 
SBYC Action Auction which itself  makes a 
significant contribution to the Club’s finances.  Your 
participation is greatly appreciated.   If  by some 
unlikely chance I haven’t approached you, flag me 
down.  You can always request not to hear my sales 
pitch by saying “I want to buy two tickets”.  No 
money is necessary, a charge will magically show up 
on your monthly statement.

Thanks in advance and thanks to all in past that have 
contributed.  As of  this writing,  “THE WINNING 
TICKET HAS NOT BEEN SOLD!”. 

   
PC Craig Murchison

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Fingers crossed that we’ve seen the last of  Old Man 
Winter!  

We had a GREAT winter at SBYC!  A ton of  great 
Club functions, as well as member-sponsored events.  
SKEG Night was a tremendous success – thanks out 
to Jerry Crete from Ideal Party Store for presenting 

the tequila tasting.

April Clubhouse operations 
will see us re-opening for full 
dinner service on Thursdays.  
In addition, bar hours will 
be extended on Fridays and 
Saturdays until Midnight.  
Our Tail Gate will continue 
through the remainder of  the 
month, after which we will 

reinstitute our regular Sunday Cookouts throughout 
the summer months.  Our Summer-Fall menu will roll 
out on May 1, including the full Soup & Salad Bar on 
Fridays and Saturdays.

Remember that the Club stands ready to host any 
events you might have in mind.  Weddings, dinners, 
luncheons, receptions or any other gathering you 
might be planning.  Weekend dates through the 
summer are going fast, so please call as soon as 
possible!  Also…. not too early to start planning for 
your holiday parties.  Please give me a call and I would 
be more than happy to discuss details.

Have a great April – see you at The Club!

WORK PARTY
Saturday, April 27

9:00 AM  
Complimentary Lunch 

Served Afterwards
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DROP ANCHOR, PULL INTO PORT, 
PADDLE ON OVER…

THE ACTION AUCTION IS 
FRIDAY, MAY 24.

JOIN THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE.  
HELP WITH:

•	 Contact donors and make visits to pick up 
donations.  

•	 Volunteer for setup on May 24.  

DONATE AUCTION ITEMS:
•	 To commemorate the SBYC 125th anniversary, 

the auction committee is seeking donations of  
“historically significant” SBYC memorabilia for 
the live and silent auctions.

•	 (Use the Donation Form that was delivered with 
March Billing Statements, or stop by the SBYC 
Office)

SUPPORT THE DOCK/HOUSE CREDIT 
RAFFLE:
Purchase a $50 raffle ticket for a chance to win 
free dockage for a full year, or $1,400 house credit.  
Chances are in your favor-only 100 tickets will be 
sold.  Tickets are on sale now.  Contact PC Craig 
Murchison or the SBYC Office.

And of  course:  

ATTEND THE ACTION AUCTION and BID 
on silent auction and live auction items, and HAVE 
FUN.
The Action Auction is a Fund Raiser.  Proceeds 
directly support operations and amenities of  SBYC 
that we enjoy.  

Thank you Friends,
Mary Ann Cole, macole0609@gmail.com, and 
Shannon Bess, shannonbess@att.net 
Action Auction Co-Chairmen

Food  w  Friends  w Fun
Betting Pool    
Best Hat Prize 

Mint Juleps

A prize will be rewarded for the best 
hat!  Hats will be available for those 

without one.
Men: Please consider wearing a bow 
tie ... a Derby tradition and in memory 

of Rudy Jarvi!

RSVP at 989-892-5905 or 
club@sbycmi.com

Saturday, May 6th 
at SBYC

Party starts at 4:00 pm 
Race Begins at 6:34

mailto:macole0609@gmail.com
mailto:shannonbess@att.net
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Look Who’s Back in Action 
and Looking Good!
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The Cruise of the Commodore
  ~ PC Craig Murchison
By 1917, the then called the Bay City Yacht Club, was 
23 years old. “Cruising” to the Saginaw Bay Islands 
was common (Heisterman Island, North Island, etc.) 
but some cruising took place to the North Channel 
when charts were a minimum let alone the non 
existence of   GPS, radar, etc.   One documented 
cruise was that of   William 
Jennison on his 70’ sailing 
yacht the “Agawam.  

On August 4, 1917 the 
AGAWAM (water home) left 
Bay City for Tawas Bay with a 
crew of  five (a captain, cook, 
two deckhands and a cabin 
boy) plus the Commodore and 
five guests ( two couples and 
a single male guest).  The paid 
captain shared helm duty with 
the Commodore throughout 
the cruise.  The Commodore’s 
wife would replace the single male guest at Tawas.   
They anchored in Tawas Bay (no large docks then).   
The next morning the men all go for a swim followed 
by meeting friends ashore for a baseball game!  In 
the afternoon they have a sailing party, followed by a 
good dinner (they ate well on this cruise – obviously 
gourmet on boat).  Dinner was followed by music 
on the deck in the moonlight, a few stories plus an 
earnest argument on the best method for making 
pajamas and shirts for soldiers. 

On Monday, August 6th they sail off  toward 
Alpena.   It becomes evident that the Commodore 
and SBYC’ers in 1917 enjoyed a “beverage” or two. 
The Commodore was in the habit of  naming his 
special drinks such as a “Ne-am-quam” or a “Point 
Au Sable”.   There is a note on this trip to Alpena 
which reads: “The wind has shifted to the east while 
a moderate sea continues to run from the northeast, 
helping to remind the ladies that it is time to nap on 
deck and also that it is a poor practice to combine 
sliced peaches with Budweiser, at lunch!  

For the two days they were in Alpena they had what 
would become the usual swimming, dinner parties, 
golf, etc.  Leaving Alpena they headed for Presque 
Isle  where upon arriving decided that winds were 

favorable to start toward Meldrum Bay and so 
changed course and headed to Canada.    

Leaving Meldrum Bay the next day and winding 
their way through the islands of  the North Channel 
they write of  the many active sawmills on John’s 
and Arid Islands that we only hear stories of  today 

and see residual sawdust on the 
bottom of  the harbors.  Eventually 
they approach Little Current 
when using the engine, a bolt 
holding a connecting rod breaks.  
No problem, they sail into the 
anchorage in front of  town, anchor 
and take the broken bolt to the 
machine shop of  the Little Current 
Lumber Company owned by men 
from Bay City!   In the evening 
they were entertained by a brass 
band playing out of  the band shell 
near the waterfront.  The band 

ended with the Star Spangled Banner to which the 
Commodore waved the Stars & Stripes.  

In the morning they left Little Current for MacGregor 
Bay, one of  the most challenging spots in 2019 let 
alone 1917!  The Commodore writes:  “MacGregor 
Bay seems to be all that is claimed for it.  Hundreds 
of  islands, small bays and coves, narrow channels, 
reefs and sharp rocks rising at varying heights above 
the water.  High and steep hills all wooded and 
resplendent in their many tints of  green.  Altogether 
it makes a picture long to be remembered.”   In 
Macgregor Bay they spent time fishing, swimming, 
exploring much like one would do today.  Some 
activities and descriptions are quaint compared to 
today.  The log reads: “We spent the afternoon on 
board, in reading, writing, listing to the Victrola and 
having a refreshing swim, in which the ladies joined.  
They pronounced swimming, the finest exercise they 
could take.  In subsequent days they explored islands, 
painted the name AGAWAM 1917 on a rock followed 
by a delicious shore dinner of  chicken, boiled rice and 
cream gravy together with other appetizing articles of  
food washed down with cool Budweiser.   In those 
days there was a railroad station at MacGregor Bay 

~ Continued on Page 5 ~
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The Early Fleet

from which they were able to send telegrams home 
(somewhat like “texting” today).  Believe it or not one 
day a boat arrived from Little Current with letters and 
newspapers for them. 

On Friday, August 17th the AGAWAM left 
MacGregor Bay to eventually arrive at Mackinac 
Island.   Interestingly during their stop at Gore Bay, 
in the evening they kept the Victrola going and a 
number of  young people drifted around the yacht in 
row boats, listening to the fine collection of  records 
belonging to Mr & Mrs. Jennison.  

On Monday, August 20th at 1530, the AGAWAM 
dropped anchor in the harbor of  Mackinac Island.   
To quote the log, “the gun was fired after which the 
men rushed to don bathing suits remembering the 
fine bathing they had had here last season”.   The 
group went dinner at the Island House but the dinner 
was pronounced not as good as that served aboard 
the AGAWAM but the following movie with Margret 
Clark as the star proved satisfactory to all.    

In the harbor were passenger steamers arriving 
constantly with people from Chicago, Detroit and 
Duluth being most numerous.   On Wednesday 
August 22nd The Naval Reserve steamer HAWK 
arrived and later in the day the very large steam 
SOUTH AMERICAN arrived.   The harbor was busy 
even in 1917.

On Thursday, August 23rd the AGAWAM started the 
trip back to Tawas Bay and Bay City.  The winds and 
sea picked up significantly as they crossed Thunder 
Bay (what a surprise!).  “The weather continued to 
grow worse, the squalls more frequent, and occasional 
scuds of  rain struck us in the face.”  “ About the 
middle of  the afternoon the longboat swinging from 
the davits took an occasional slap at the bow.  It was 
decided the boat would be better swung inward. (????)  
About 4 miles off  Harrisville with the Commodore 
at the wheel, the wind gusts became more violent.  
“A heavy puff  put the yacht over so her port rail was 
about level with the water!  Another heavier gust, 
more abeam, caught her and she healed further, rail 
under, deck under until the water extended up her 
deck, which now seemed as steep as the roof  of  
a barn.  At the time the yacht was heeled over to 
the greatest angle, the members of  the crew were 

at supper; they came out of  the forecastle at a rate 
which would remind one of  bees swarming out of  
a hive!”    The ladies were in their staterooms when 
water came through the portholes in large quantities.  
Although wet and badly frightened the ladies made 
no outcry! “ It was hard getting the sails reefed 
, they were wet and hard as boards and flapping 
fiercely in the gale.”   Finally with the sails reefed, all 
bedding soaked, the ship righted itself  and they made 
good time to Tawas with “much less plunging and 
discomfort.  In the darkness of  the night they made 
it into Tawas Bay and set anchor.  The wonderful 
cruise of  the AGAWAM had ended.  The next day all 
the guest with the Commodore and his wife spent a 
pleasant day with friends on the beach and then took 
the TRAIN home to Bay City.  The crew was left the 
task of  cleaning up the ship and sailing her back when 
the weather permitted.

It was said by the guests: “Commodore Jennison 
has given us such a royal good time. His hospitality 
has been so unstinted and generous that at times 
it has been difficult to tell which one of  the crowd 
was the owner”.  Always cheerful, no matter what 
the weather.”   And so it could be said of  the SBYC 
Commodore in 2019, 125 years later

The Cruise of the Commodore
  ~ continured from Page 4 ~

Try
SBYC

Encourage your friends, 
family and colleagues to join 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club! 
For the 2019 season, 

new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee for new members.

For new Dockholders:
50% off dockage for first year

25% off dockage for second year
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About Commodore John
Commodore John Kustuch is a lifelong resident of  
Essexville, descendant of  families who settled in 
the area in 1893 … one year before our club was 
formed.  He has a strong appreciation of  history, 
family and boating.

Family
John is the oldest of  three boys 
in his family, even though only a 
few minutes older than his twin 
brother Joe.  His youngest brother, 
Jeff, lives with his family in Arizona.  
His parents, Mark and Rosemary, 
now retired, spend time in Essexville, 
East Tawas at their fifth wheel and 
Arizona.  John is very proud of  his 
son, Christopher, soon to be 26 he’s a 
frequent face on the boat and around 
the club.

Career and Community
After graduating from Garber High School in 
1989 and attending Delta College, John embarked 
on a 30-year career (so far!) as a paramedic and 
firefighter.  His desire to fight fires began at the 
age of  12, when his family home burned down – 
fortunately, no one was hurt, but the experience left 
a deep impression on John when, then Fire Chief  
Jack Parrish, knelt and wrapped his coat around John 
standing in the street around 2am on that February 
night. 

Currently, John is a paramedic/firefighter for the City 
of  Detroit Fire Department.  He worked most of  
his career in Bay City and Saginaw.  A wide variety of  
positions held by John includes: Supervision, EMS 

Educator, as well 
as a Director 
of  Operations 
overseeing 
Saginaw, Bay 
and Tuscola 
counties.  He 
spent four years working at Ferno-Washington 
developing and implementing EMS safety systems, 
in addition to working with customers.  In his spare 
time, John served six years on the Essexville Planning 
Commission and six years on Essexville City Council.  

John worked FEMA EMS deployments for 
Hurricanes Rita, Ike, Gustav and Super Storm Sandy. 
During those deployments he worked in positions 
ranging from transporting patients, to triaging injured 
people in a gymnasium following a hurricane-related 
tornado, to being a transport officer overseeing 
deployment of  500 ambulances in East Texas.  John 
also served as a strike team leader for 50 medics 
and 25 ambulances during deployments in Texas, 
Mississippi and New Jersey/New York. 

Boating History
John’s appreciation of  boating and the water most 
likely began when he would go fishing on the Saginaw 
River and Saginaw Bay with his grandfather, Jim 
VanTol.  His grandpa actually hand built their fishing 
boat – a wooden boat he built from plans he ordered 
by mail.  He did the lofting and construction in his 
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About Commodore John
1½ car garage on Borton Avenue in Essexville during 
the 1950’s.  

John’s love for recreational boating and the yacht 
club were cultivated through a friendship with PC 
Bob Kinney.  Bob shared a lot of  knowledge and 
experience with him as a 
young man.  They would take 
a ride out to the club during 
the 80’s and John would help 
him adjust the circulators 
during the winter.  He also 
did his part in washing and 
polishing Easy Livin and 
the Triple Dip, as well as 
learning how to maintain the 
mechanics of  a boat in those 
days. 

Currently, John’s boat is 
a 2001 270 Rinker Fiesta 
Vee, an express cruiser which he has owned since 
2004.  John definitely is not just a Beach/Bay cruiser 
– he is proud that his boat has traveled on every 
Great Lake except Ontario.  His favorite trips include 
Leland, MI and the Manitou Islands, Put-In-Bay, as 
well as the North Channel, Benjamin Islands and of  
course everyone’s favorite, Mackinac Island.  When in 
a time crunch, he is known to enjoy motoring out to 
Charity Island and spending the night in the harbor 
there.

Hobbies/Interests
When he’s not boating, John likes to play acoustic 
guitar.  It’s something he enjoys, but he doesn’t 

play in front of  people very often.  John is a big 
history and trivia buff.  He loves local, State and U.S. 
history.  John is a fountain of  knowledge when it 
comes to the history of  Essexville.  He has a large 
collection of  historic Essexville photos, as well as a 

pretty good collection of  SBYC 
photos.  He is looking forward 
to sharing many of  them during 
this 125th year.  John claims 
to dabble in photography, 
however, he has quite a talent 
for capturing interesting images 
– many related to the water, of  
course.

About Being Commodore
John has a deep appreciation 
for the club and the friendships 
he’s developed here.  When he 
joined the board, John did not 

anticipate becoming Commodore.  However, like 
many of  our past commodores, that path turned out 
to be a natural evolution of  his service on the board.  

He is excited about his year as Commodore.  John 
believes that leaders need to set the stage for the 
future and not just focus on what is needed right 
now.  “I don’t know what Commodore Jennison 
thought in that first year, with the first 100 members 
of  the club, but here we are in our 125th year.  We 
need to be thinking about the 150th and 200th year by 
looking at the needs of  our structure, buildings and 
grounds, and building excitement around our club 
and activities to cultivate new members to sustain the 
club.”  
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About Your 2019 Board of Directors
Greg Vozniak, Vice Commodore
(1995) NEON RAINBOW
Got the boating bug in the early 90’s when a friend 
repaid a favor by taking me out for a fantastic 
day on Saginaw Bay.  Ron, who was a member of  
SBYC, took me out several  more times sharing 
his knowledge and passion for boating including 
navigation, charting and even the maintenance aspect 
(lots of  waxing!) which started me down a nautical 
path.  In 1993, I bought my first boat, a 24’ Baja.  In 
1995, several friends who were also members here 
asked me and my girlfriend (soon-to-be wife) to join 
the club.  A few years later we got away from boating 
to start our family but always remained members.  
Six years ago we decided to get the family back 
into boating by purchasing a 40’ Sea Ray.  Louise, 
Veronica, Jack and I have enjoyed being a boating 
family.  We also enjoy the friendship and camaraderie 
here at the club.  This will be my fifth year as a 
member of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club’s board of  
directors, this being my third year as a flag officer.

David J. Klippert, Rear Commodore
(2008) AFFIRMED 
My wife Beth and I have been active boaters most of  
our lives.  Our daughters, Anna (21) and Emily (18), 
share our love of  the water and boating lifestyle and 
we have many family memories on the boat.  Our 
family also enjoys the SBYC where we have met so 
many good friends who share our love of  boating.  
I am a partner with the law firm Warner Norcross 
& Judd LLP focusing on corporate law, business/
commercial transactions, estate planning and trust 
administration.  Like many other members of  the 
Club, I am very interested in its continued success.  
This depends on maintaining an active membership 
and the ability to attract and keep new members.  As a 
Board member I will strive to focus on these areas.

Jason Reese, Treasurer 
(2007) Checked Inn 
I was relocated from North Carolina to Michigan by 
Dow Chemical in the summer of  2005 and made my 
first visit to SBYC with friends in the spring of  2006.  
The sense of  community and friendship, as well as 
being the best spot on the river to enjoy food, drink, 
friends, and boats, convinced me to fulfill a childhood 
dream by purchasing “Checked Out” and pulled into 
SBYC port Mother’s Day weekend 2007.  In August 
2017, we slowed down our speed across the Saginaw 
Bay, but increased our comfort with the purchase of  

our SEA RAY 460.  Last year we hosted a re-naming 
party and Checked Inn, became our official weekend 
home.  I have just completed four years serving on 
the BOD at SBYC, and my second as Treasurer.  
Janelle and I enjoyed our first up north experience 
with Checked Inn during 2018 and are looking to 
complete new adventures in 2019.

Jamieson Poirier, Secretary 
(2007 - Social Member)  
Wife and First Mate- Molly.  Owner/President of  Pier 
7 Marina in Bay City, Michigan.  Education includes 
a BA in Management from SVSU and an MBA in 
Leadership from Kettering University.  SBYC is a 
legacy to me in some respects, as I am currently a 
fourth-generation member.  As current residents of  
Hampton Township, Molly and I enjoy the proximity 
of  the club, and find ourselves at dinner and breakfast 
on a weekly basis.  In June of  2013, the club was host 
to our wedding reception, from which we received 
many great compliments on the food and atmosphere 
of  the club.  Molly and I also enjoy spending time 
at the club with our two-year-old son Jackson.  We 
are excited to watch him grow and someday become 
a fifth-generation member of  SBYC.  I am an avid 
classic boat enthusiast, having restored our 26’ 1957 
Chris Craft Continental to show condition and 
recently adding a 1972 55’ Chris Craft Commander to 
our fleet.  With nearly two decades of  experience in 
the marine industry, I am an advocate of  adaptability 
within the recreational boating industry.  I understand 
the importance of  being innovative and forward 
thinking.  I believe that in order to sustain a feasible 
business model, we must embrace the changing trends 
within the recreational boating industry and correct 
our course accordingly.  My objective as a member 
of  the Board of  Directors is to represent the future 
interests of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  I remain 
committed to the collective development of  long-
term strategies that will effectively re-define the vision 
of  the club in the years to come.  
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Tom Barbier (2008)
Boating came early to me, starting with sailing 
adventures with my father and uncle. Racing was the
highlight of  our weekends on Tawas Bay and 
continued most of  my childhood and young adult life.
I became the proud owner of  a few different boats 
over the years, and most recently refitted a 24’
downeast that was a result of  an impulsive eBay 
purchase out of  Quebec. Currently, I am on the 
hunt for the next fine craft. Everyone has always 
been very welcoming, and for the past 10 or so years, 
I have been able to enjoy my time here, most notably 
the wonderful lazy sunny Sundays on the front porch. 
Serving on the board is an honor, and I look forward 
to enjoying the club for many years to come, as it is a 
great place to bring friends and family.

Dennis W. Bess (2013) FABULOUS
My wife Shannon and I have been members since 
2013, we have 2 daughters Brandi and Chelsea and 1 
granddaughter Journie. I began boating as young child 
with my parents in Caseville. Now we can be found 
on the Saginaw or Suttons Bay entertaining family 
and friends, or just the 2-of  us on a weekday evening 
enjoying a dinner cruise watching the sunset. Our 
family enjoys the SBYC, the new friendships we have 
made and common stories of  boating we can share. I 
am the sales manager at Janson Equipment Company 
representing Case IH agricultural equipment. 
Promoting an active membership and attracting new 
members will be on my forefront to the continued 
success of  our club. Thank you for the opportunity 
serve the SBYC Boards of  Directors.

Ric Fletcher (2011) MARGOT J
I grew up in Bay City and spent many years boating 
with my family.  Dad would take us out on the 1946 
Garwood utility, the Margot J, for great fun on the 
water.  Other than a ten year absence living out west, 
I’ve lived in the area all my life.  I now reside on 
Linwood Beach and continue the boating tradition 
on our 31 Tiara, Lynda Lou, with my wife Lynda, our 
children, and grandchildren.  As the owner of  Great 
Lakes Building Inspection Services, LLC for the last 
25 years, I look forward to sharing my experience 
with the board to help maintain our facilities.  We 
enjoy the food, drink, and all the great people at the 
Club.  Serving on the board is a privilege and a way to 
give back to the Club. 

Julie Humbert (2001) ENCHANT
I was raised on a blueberry and strawberry farm 
in Hemlock and the closest water I had was a 
swimmable irrigation pond.  I went sailing for the 
first time when I was about 24 and fell in love with 
the calm rush of  water against the hull of  the boat.  I 
didn’t have another chance to sail until I was 30 and 
have been sailing ever since.  I purchased my own 25’ 
sailboat in 1997 and docked her at Bay Harbor.  That 
is where I met Dale, who owned a Hunter 40, and 
we enjoyed sailing together.  Dale proposed to me 
on the Hunter and we were married July 1999.  Dale 
wanted me to consult with him on his retirement gift 
to himself  which was a new Jeanneau in 1999.  Sailing 
is a passion we both share and bringing our Jeanneau 
(Enchant) to the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club was the 
best decision we made.  The friendships we have 
developed have made our yacht club a home.  I can’t 
imagine my life without a sailboat, so God willing, we 
will be sailing for many more years with SBYC always 
our home port. I have been working in Cardiology 
diagnostics for over 40years, starting my own 
Cardiology Diagnostic Practice 26 years ago.  I have 
the luxury of  only working 2 days a week, thanks to a 
Technologist who works for me. I love my work and 
my patients, and the 3 Cardiologists I contract with!  
I have been told I will know when I am ready to 
retire.  God, Family, Travel and Boating are the many 
blessings Dale and I share.  Oh yea, and Golf. I am so 
proud to be elected to SBYC Board of  Directors and 
any thoughts and ideas are welcome!

Karen J. Jacobs (2015 – Social Member) 
John, my husband of  53 years, and I have lived in the 
same home on the Saginaw Bay for 47 years, coming 
here from Saginaw, MI.  We have three sons and 
their wives, and seven grandchildren.  We owned a 
catamaran, row boats, and a 21 ft. 1972 Sea Ray.  We 
still have the Sea Ray, which is an ongoing piece of  
work.  John and I own Jacobs Plumbing & Heating; 
being in business 46 years.  When our country club 
closed, we joined the “family” at the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club.  We love coming here for dinner, and 
have met many new wonderful friends.  We love the 
atmosphere of  a private club!  I’m starting my third 
year on the Board and I am the co-chair of  the Social 
Committee.  “Fair winds and following seas!”
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Paul Martin (1989) AWESOME
As a member for 30 years I have captured decades 
of  great memories of  SBYC. Over the years my 
family has celebrated birthdays, graduations, wedding 
showers and family reunions at the club. In 2008 
I was honored to be your Commodore. I have 
held numerous positions as a flag officer. I was 
membership chairman, house committee chairman, 
finance committee co-chairman, social committee 
chairman, planning committee and nominating 
committee chairman.  I look forward to serving 
as a board member during the 125th anniversary. 
Remember this is your club. Enjoy the rich tradition, 
spirit and friendship SBYC offers every member and 
create memories that will last a lifetime.

Christin Moore Skrocki (1994) SKROCKNEST
I have been coming to the yacht club since I was 
8 years old, when my parents Norman and Gloria 
Moore joined.  The club has always been a big part 
of  my life.  Some fond memories are when mom and 
dad brought me to the club as a young girl to see the 
REAL Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, the Doan’s.  I then 
brought my daughter as a young girl and now she 
brings her baby here to sit on Santa’s lap.  I helped 
my mom toy shop for competitions she organized on 
our club front lawn for kids, like the potatoes sack 
race.  One time during our annual SBYC Rendezvous 
in the North Channel, some fun women like Helen 
Drzyzga, talked the 15-year-old me into joining them 
to perform a dance on the very top of  my dad’s 57’ 
boat that night.  We made up a silly dance together 
that day and bravely provided the “after dinner 
entertainment” for other member boaters anchored 
around the dark cove while they had their spotlights 
pointed at us and my dad had music blaring from his 
hailer.  Boaters find a way to have fun with basically 
nothing.  I learned that early on!  The late, great 
Herman Kaufman had a sister ship to our 57’ Chris 
Craft Constellation and we would cruise together 
often to Mackinaw Island and beyond.  I’ve been a 
boater all my life.  My parents would always say I was 
“born on a boat.”  I spent a month or 2 cruising with 
them every summer up until just nine years ago when 
they got out of  boating.  As my dad’s “navigator,” I 
would sit right next to him for hours.  We cruised to 
Isle Royal National Park in Lake Superior in fog so 
thick we could not see the bow of  the boat!  Being 

near or on the water is my greatest passion.  My 
husband and I own a 27’ Four Winns that we dock 
here and also can trailer to harbors far and experience 
cruising different parts of  the Great Lakes with less 
time and money.  We live along the Kawkawlin River 
and are also very active in the Great Lakes Cruising 
Club.  I joined the SBYC in my own right in 1994.  
What is most appealing to me is the Club’s heritage 
and ceremonial traditions.  I’m proud that our club is 
the second oldest club in Michigan, behind only the 
Detroit YC.  I joined to continue my memories here 
and pass traditions down to my family.  I want the 
SBYC to always exist.  Our club survived through 22 
presidents, world wars, depressions, and this year will 
be our 125th anniversary!  I’m so thankful and proud 
to be a part of  this club!

Jerry Preston (2002) MINGLE
I have been tinkering around with boats since I was 
a Boy Scout on the Mississippi River in Wisconsin.  
The love of  boating stuck with me and I serve on the 
Boy Scout Committee that manages the Scout’s 52’ 
ketch Retriever – homeport Straits Harbor, Mackinaw 
City.  In 2002, I upgraded to the Hunter 43 which 
my wife Karyn and I sail as much as possible.  That 
year, Gunter Beholtz and John McMuray were my 
sponsors and I have been a SBYC dock holder ever 
since.  I am a Past Commodore of  the Quinsippi 
Yacht Club in Quincy, Illinois, where I lived full-
time on a 70’ houseboat that I built.  Winters in the 
marina were wonderful and the dock lights on the 
boat provided great flood-lighting for the ice-skating 
parties off  the bow.  I am employed by the Birch Run 
Area Convention and Visitors Bureau and previously 
by the Flint Area Convention and Visitors Bureau.  
Through my employment, I have had the opportunity 
to travel the world consulting on tourism issues.  I 
am delighted you have selected me to serve SBYC 
as a member of  the Board of  Directors and I look 
forward to doing what I can to continue to make this 
a great place for SBYC members.
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Tom Tabor (2008 – Social Member)
I have been around the SBYC for all of  my 59 
years, starting as a young boy coming out with our 
Grandfather Florian Hiss who was a member.  He 
always loved boats but never took the time to have 
one.  My wife Julie and I have been members for 
about 11 years and will be celebrating 33 years of  
marriage this August.  We have two sons, Thomas 
29 and Tyler 26.  Julie and I love to golf  and enjoy 
finding new courses that we have not played before, 
yes she normally beats me!  We enjoy spending time 
at our place on Higgins Lake where we have a nice 
Pontoon boat that I named after our mom, Sally 
Ann Too and two go-fast Seadoo’s and the beautiful 
sunsets!  I have a big love for cars, classics and new 
high performance.  I am restoring my father’s 1936 
Ford coupe which he bought in 1976 and enjoy his 
other car, 1960 T-Bird that he got brand new!  The 
new hot rod is a 2018 Dodge Hellcat Challenger 
with a supercharged 707 hp engine!  I am co-owner 
of  Herman Hiss Jewelers in Bay City with my sister, 
and this is my 39th year.  We love our SBYC and the 
members and enjoy the awesome food, great staff  
and of  course the famous sunsets too! 

Robert Taylor (2012) LITTLE VICTOR
I grew up in Northern Michigan as a son of  parents 
who were avid sailors.  For many years, I sailed with 
them through the Straits, Les Cheneaux chain of  
islands and the North Channel.  After years in school, 
I knew I needed to live by water.  In 2001, I moved 
to Bay City in preparation for an occupation and a 
life involved with water.  For a few years I belonged 
to the Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association 
and sailed a few of  their available sailboats.  In 2009, 
I bought my first boat, a Catalina 400.  After a few 
years and a couple kids later my wife and I moved 
to, and currently own, a Sea Ray 48 Sundancer.  On 
“Little Victor” we have enjoyed many trips to Tawas 
and Northern Michigan.  I look forward to helping 
keep the SBYC a healthy success.

The thank you card from 
the US Coast Guard in 

response to the donations 
from SBYC members!
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