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UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

4th of July Cookout             
Thursday, July 4

Tawas Rendevous
Fri - Sun, July 12-14

Tall Ships Celebration
Thurs-Sun, July 18-21

Labor Day Cookout
Sun - Mon, Sept. 1-2

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, September 7

SBYC Golf Outing    
Sunday, September 8

Hours:
Wednesdays & Thursdays

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays
Bar: 1500 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2100

Breakfast: 0800-1300
Cookout: 1400 - 1930

Our 125th summer has come in kinda light and easy this year; summer 
weather has been on the weak side.  We have enjoyed a few truly nice days, 
the water temps are pretty chilly for July though….ugh!

We’ve enjoyed a few very successful events over the past month. The  SBYC 
Venetian Night was, as always, a great event.  An evening when boaters host 

guests on or around their vessel, we get to know each 
other with a little food and drink.  This year we had 
about 20 participating hosts.  During the evening 
we spend around 45 minutes at each stop, switching 
hosts about four times.  The unique food and drink 
at each stop is always delicious, it’s also an excellent 
opportunity to meet new people around the club.  A 
special Thank You to Wayne and Sue Hilger.  The 
Hilgers’ put a lot of  work into planning the event 
and matching the hosts with other boats during the 

evening.  I look forward to next year!

Blessing of  the Fleet was a great success.  We enjoyed wonderful weather, 
the rain held off  until the parade of  boats and outdoor program had 
wrapped up.  Over 20 boats participated in our parade, the program this 
year included presentations of  proclamations from County Executive Jim 
Barcia, Hampton Twp. Supervisor Terri Close and Essexville Mayor Scott 
Witbrodt.  The proclamations acknowledging our 125th year now hang 
in the hall near the entrance of  the club.  We appreciate our local political 
officials for their acknowledgments, all those who participated in the parade 
of  boats, Fr. Patrick O’Connor for his blessings, Fleet Captain Guy Greve 
for his leadership, all those Past Commodores who came out and the Board 
of  Directors for their presence and support.  Everyone made for an excellent 
event!

Everyone I’m sure has taken notice of  the water level this year.  Spring, and 
what we’ve had of  summer so far, has brought us significantly more than 
normal rainfall, as well as the upswing cycle of  water levels in the Great 
Lakes.  We are concerned about the water levels for several reasons.  First, the 
water is up close to the top of  our sea walls, which means it’s getting close 
to the level of  the Clubhouse as well.  Second, we’re watching projections in 
an attempt to stay ahead of  dock and piling damage this year, which will be 
greatly affected should water remain at the current level.  We’re evaluating 
coverages and I’ve been in contact with the Bay County Emergency Manager.  
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From the Commodore
~ Continued from Page 1 ~

From the Social Committee
  ~ Julie Humbert, Director

Try
SBYC

For the 2019 season, new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee for new members.

For new Dockholders:
50% off mooring fee for first year

25% off mooring fee for second year

The Emergency Manager is sharing weather 
information, we’re using that data along with the 
County GIS map overlay to make informed decisions 
on what, if  any action we may need to take to protect 
the clubhouse and other significant investments on 
the property.  More information to come on water 
levels soon. 

I hope everyone is out enjoying the summer at the 
club and on their boats!  I’ve had a chance to take a 
few short trips and spend some excellent evenings 
on the boat so far this season.  I’ve recently visited 
Sebewaing Harbor for the first time.  While there’s 
not a lot in the immediate area of  the harbor, it is 
a nice facility with very nice docks.  It makes for a 
nice, quick getaway.  I’ve also had a chance recently 
to anchor out in the bay and enjoy the Wednesday 
sailboat races.  I’d recommend this to members. The 
races are much different than I expected, I enjoyed 
watching the boats as they rounded the second turn 
marker.  The boats jockey for positions and it looked 
a little hairy from my vantage point.  I’ll be out there 
again for sure.

See you at our club!

Greetings from your Social Committee!  Check out 
the events and music scheduled at SBYC for July and 
August! 

Thursday, July 18: Tall 
Ships Celebration, 
sailing past SBYC with 
music by Alex Mendenall, 
sponsored by Beth & Dave 
Klippert

Saturday, July 20: Gary 
Sprung sponsored by 
Commodore Kustuch

Saturday, August 3: Cool Lemon Jazz sponsored 
by Shannon & Dennis Bess

Saturday, August 10: Small Town sponsored by 
Diane & Mike McGuire

Saturday, August 17: Jim Perkins sponsored by 
Wanda & Jerry Somalski

Saturday, August 24: Bryan Rombalski 
Trio sponsored by Lynne & Scott Schropp

Saturday, August 31: Standard Session sponsored 
by Pier 7

We also have the Classic Car Show Saturday, 
August 24, SBYC members showing off  their classic 
treasures.

Cocktails & Croquet for Labor Day Weekend, watch 
for more details.

Enjoy your club, our ‘Jewel on the Bay’!
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A Note from the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer
Thank you to all of  the SBYC members and guests 
who enjoyed the few nice days we had throughout 
May and June at the club.  Despite some of  the 
gloomiest spring weather most can remember, I 
want to thank you for spending time at your club.  
Reviewing the financial books at the midway point of  

2019, reflects the members 
are spending their time (and 
money) at SBYC. 

Another Thank You.  A 
huge thanks to all of  those 
who sponsor our Music 
on the Patio Series.  Our 
Social Committee Chair Julie 
Humbert does great work 
coordinating the music.  
The income associated with 

sponsorship dollars, pays for the bands, and allows 
the Social Committee to host other fantastic events 
such as the recent New Member Meet and Greet held 
in June.  

A few other notes on Income sources at SBYC:

There are 4 main sources of  income in the SBYC 
operational budget:

1. Bar and Dining Income (~55%)
2. Membership Dues (~30%)
3. Dock Income (~10%)
4. Action Auction (~5%)

Recently, I was asked why the Action Auction is 
part of  the operational budget.  “Isn’t that just 

fun money,” I overheard another member ask.  
Unfortunately not.  Ten years ago when the club’s 
membership was greater than 270 members, Action 
Auction proceeds could go right into the savings 
account.  However, as membership has decreased 
over the last decade, the Action Auction income 
helps pay for budgetary items such as unplanned 
maintenance, or makes up income gaps which fall 
behind our budget plan.  

A final Thank You.  A colossal thanks to the 
Action Auction Committee co-chaired by Mary 
Ann Cole and Shannon Bess, to all the members 
and organizations who donated items, and to all of  
you who purchased items during the Auction.  Your 
commitment and efforts produced the largest Auction 
Income over the last 5 years, and it was standing 
room only in the dining and bar areas.  

All of  these efforts have helped put SBYC ahead 
of  income plan, so far through 2019.  However, the 
finance, dock, and grounds committees have been 
monitoring the rising waters of  the Great Lakes.  
Each committee has proposed extra expenses to 
help SBYC prepare for high waters and the potential 
damages which can result.  

As always, if  any member has questions about the 
finances of  the club, I am always happy to answer 
your questions.  

If  you know the person doing the rain dance, please 
offer them a chair on the front lawn, buy them a tall 
cocktail, and ask them to enjoy the sunshine for the 
next several months. 

A great photo of 
the Jeanette S 

cruising by 
the  club.
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

#Pulling Our Weight
Volunteer Opportunity
Do you have a dinghy or small boat?  Do you believe 
science and humanity can change the world?

Last year at Dow Chemical more than 5,600 
volunteers collected more than 51,000 pounds of  
trash from 55 different locations globally during its 
#PullingOurWeight campaign, a unique initiative 
that aims to increase awareness around responsible 
waste management and engage its employees and 
communities in addressing plastic pollution. This was 
the largest employee volunteer event for a single cause 
in Dow’s history and demonstrated the company’s 
commitment to a cleaner environment and a better 
world. This year, the goal is to collect 100,000 pounds 
of  waste from more than 100 sites around the world 
with the help of  10,000 participants – doubling the 
impact from 2018!

SBYC member Louise Vozniak is coordinating a 
volunteer team of  Dow and SBYC members to help 
clean up our own waterways—various spots along the 
Saginaw River and Bay that are not easily accessible by 
foot.  If  you have a dinghy or small boat and would 
like to help, we are seeking captains to pair with Dow 
volunteers on Saturday, August 24, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

Please contact Louise Vozniak (lmvozniak@dow.
com or cell/text 989-710-0671) and let her know of  
your interest as soon as possible but no later than 
August 1. 

Hard to believe it’s already July!  Summer is going 
WAY too fast…..

The 2019 Tall Ships 
Celebration is nearly upon 
us.  Mark your calendars … 
Thursday, July 18.   As in past 
years, SBYC welcomes all of  
our club members and their 
guests, as well as our reciprocal 
guests, to what we hope will be 
a memorable day for all.  Our 
schedule is as follows:

10:00am Clubhouse/Bar Open
11:30am Cookout available
12:00pm (approx)Tall Ships begin their pass in front   
  of  Club  
12:00pm-3pm Music on the Patio provided by 
  Alex Mendenall (acoustic guitar)
4:00pm Festivities conclude
The Clubhouse will close at the conclusion of  the event for clean-up

To better control the flow of  guests at the club, we 
are limiting guests to 10 per membership.  If  you do 
intend to bring guests to the event, it will necessary 
to make reservations in advance.  The front gate 
will be a controlled access point, manned by SBYC 
Staff.  Please call the Club at 989-892-5905 to make 
reservations and let us know of  any guests.  Please 
remember to accompany your guests while on 
property.

Food and beverage sales will be available in the 
Clubhouse and on the Patio.  Harry will be firing 
up the grill, offering burgers and hotdogs, as well 
as our SBYC sandwich wraps.  No outside food 
and beverage is permitted on Clubhouse grounds, 
including the front lawn.  Coolers are also not 
permitted in these areas.

All food and beverage sales will once again be 
conducted utilizing $1.00 tickets.  Advance sales of  
these tickets is available, as well as the day of  the 
event.  Ticket purchases will be by cash only and 
tickets are non-refundable.

There will be a large tent on the North side of  the 
front lawn, with seating for approximately 200 guests, 
first come-first served.  The North side of  the lawn 

is also available for those wishing to bring their own 
lawn chairs.

Now, we all just need to hope for great weather!

In closing, please remember that the Club stands 
ready to host any events you might have in mind.  
Weddings, dinners, luncheons, receptions or any 
other gathering you might be planning.  Please give 
me a call and I would be more than happy to discuss 
details.  Weekend dates through the summer, as well 
as Holiday availability, is going fast so please call as 
soon as possible!

Have a great July – see you at The Club!  
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Meet & Greet Event
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