From the Helm

~ John Kustuch, Commodore

Summer’s rock’n at full speed, leaves on the trees, the grass is green, we are
enjoying warm days and boats are in the water. We are looking forward to an
excellent boating season.
A big thank you to Tom Barbier, Jerry Somalski and everyone who came to the
spring cleanup this year. The entire club appreciates the efforts of those folks
who put in the work to spruce up the appearance of our
grounds. A lot of work gets done during those few hours.
Strong work everyone.
Thank you also to everyone who helped with Spring
flower planting. This is another great opportunity for
fellowship and volunteering a little time toward the
beautification of our club. We all love to enjoy the front
lawn on summer days and most especially while we enjoy
our unique and spectacular sunsets.
Easter Sunday and Mother’s Day brunches were another
enjoyable success this year. Mark and our staff worked
diligently to provide the best experience for the sold out noon seating on Easter.
Thank you to all of them for their hard work.
Action Auction; to say this was a colossal success this year may be an
understatement. We enjoyed SOLD OUT seating in the dining room and porch,
donations came through with very appealing items this year, there were several
stand-outs and from what I was told, things got interesting when there was
particular excitement for a dinner cruise on a classic wooden yacht with a long
history at our club. I’m so glad everyone enjoyed the evening! Members certainly
came through with attendance, excitement and bidding. Thank you to all who
donated items, to the staff for their work that evening and the biggest thank you
to Mary Ann Cole, Shannon Bess and the rest of the Action Auction Committee,
spectacular work!
One of the conversation points during our annual meeting was current
membership numbers. As a private, non-profit club, we are somewhat limited
in the ways we can promote our organization and recruit new membership. The
most effective way to bring on new membership is for current, enthusiastic
members to share their experience and the things they appreciate and enjoy about
the SBYC with friends and colleagues we believe would enjoy the club experience.
We encourage members to bring prospective members to visit the club, introduce
them to our membership and, based on previous experience, let our club sell
itself. We have fantastic grounds, a beautiful front lawn from which we enjoy
some of the most spectacular sunsets in the Great Lakes Bay Region. We are one
of the few places on the river where boaters can dock, dine and drink. We are a
unique experience in the region and I encourage all members to please share our
club with your friends and invite them to become members.
Here’s to a warm, sunny and fun filled 125th summer at the club!

JUNE 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Venetian Night
Saturday, June 8
Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday, June 9
Fathers’ Day Cookout
Sunday, June 16
4th of July Cookout
Thursday, July 4
Tawas Rendevous
Fri - Sun, July 12-14
Tall Ships Celebration
Thurs-Sun, July 18-21
Labor Day Cookout
Sun - Mon, Sept. 1-2

Hours:

Wednesdays & Thursdays
Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Fridays
Bar: 1700 - 2400
Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200
Saturdays
Bar: 1500 - 2400
Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200
Sundays:
Bar: 0800 - 2100
Breakfast: 0800-1300
Cookout: 1400 - 1930

From the Vice Commodore

From the Social Committee

Ahoy from the flag. Even though the weather isn’t
showing it, boating season is here!

Ahoy to all members from your social committee.
May was a pretty busy and fun month to kick off our
boating season and events at our club. Well hang on,
because June is full of various fun events also.

~ Greg Vozniak, Rear Commodore

First off, on behalf of all the members of the
Saginaw Bay Yacht club, I would like to give a huge
thank you to Mary Ann Cole and her team for this
year’s Action Auction. The
amount of work and time
that goes into this event
is Herculean. From the
preliminary information,
this was one of the best
auctions from both revenue
generated and attendance.
Again, thank you Mary Ann
and your team!
This weekend coming up,
we have both Venetian Night and Blessing of the
Fleet. Two more great events here at the club. The
following week, the social committee has organized
a “Meet the New Members” evening on June 13.
Please come out and introduce yourselves and make
new friends here at SBYC.
Remember to put July 18 on your calendar. Tall Ships
Celebration will be returning to Bay City. The club
is planning to have a special event, so look for the
upcoming flyers for details.

Try
SBYC

Encourage your friends, family and
colleagues to join Saginaw Bay Yacht Club!
For the 2019 season,
new member incentives include:
NO Initiation Fee for new members.
For new Dockholders:
50% off dockage for first year
25% off dockage for second year
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~ Julie Humbert, Director

Music on the Patio June
Series:
Saturday, June 1--Pagel
Trio, sponsored by Tom
Barbier
Friday, June 7—Dave
Britton Duo, sponsored by
Bob Taylor
Saturday, June 15—Melissa
May & Brian Coonan, sponsored by Pier 7
Saturday, June 22—Sal Barbarito, sponsored by Tom
& Kathy Greenia
Saturday, June 29—Blues Guise, sponsored by Bob
Taylor
Venetian Night—Saturday, June 8
Blessing of the Fleet—Sunday, June 9
Meet & Greet is scheduled for Thursday, June 13
at 6:00pm for any and all to meet and welcome our
new members from the past three years to current.
Complimentary hors d’ oeuvres will be served along
with music by Ernest Entertainment.
Mark your calendars now for the SBYC Classic
Car Show. Looking for members to show off their
classic gems for a step back in time for all to enjoy on
Saturday, August 24.
Just an FYI, back by popular demand, Cocktails &
Croquet is planned for Labor Day Weekend!
See you at the club Our Jewel on the Bay.
The Mission of SBYC:
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and
mutual respect. A family of great people serving great people
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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From the Manager’s Desk

Story Ideas, Suggestions and
Submissions Welcome!

~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

Boating season is upon us!

If you are interested in sharing your boating or other
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD. Story ideas
are welcome too!

With the arrival of warmer weather, activity at the
Club continues to increase daily! We are now open
with our regular summer hours, including Sunday
breakfasts at 8:00am, as well as lunch service on
Fridays and Saturdays from 11:30am until 2:30pm.
In addition, many exciting
Club events are scheduled.
The Blessing of the Fleet
is Sunday, June 9, preceded
Saturday, June 8 with our
Annual “Venetian Night.”

Send your stories and/or photos to THE
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@
gmail.com. If you have questions, call Lynn at 989737-9117.

Thanks out to all those who
helped make the events in
May such huge successes!
Great turnout for the
Kentucky Derby Party and our Mother’s Day Brunch.
Dueling Pianos (always a favorite) offered good times
for all. Huge thanks to Mary Ann Cole, Shannon
Bess and the rest of the Action Auction Committee
for an incredible night.
Dock work continues at a brisk pace. Most of the
structural repairs have been completed, with general
maintenance and cleaning underway. Should any dock
holders require assistance, please contact myself or
Michael Berger, our Maintenance Supervisor.

Doug
Bloodgood &
Carol Speltz
dancing to live
music at SBYC.

Remember that the Club stands ready to host
any events you might have in mind. Weddings,
dinners, luncheons,
receptions or any
other gathering you
might be planning.
Please give me a call
and I will be more
than happy to discuss
details. Weekend
dates through the
summer, as well as
Holiday availability,
are going fast so
please call as soon as
possible!
Have a great June –
see you at The Club!
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Every chair in the clubhouse was reserved for dinner & many additional people stood around the
perimeter of the dining room to participate in the live auction.
THANK YOU to everyone who donated auction items, bid on live and silent auction items, and
purchased raffle tickets.
Many thanks to:

The Auction Organizing Committee: Ann Hebert, Dennis Bess, PC Dave Cole, and PC Michael
Holland

The many volunteers who helped with decorating and setup

The many volunteers who helped with the Silent Auction, the Live Auction, and Raffle Ticket Sales

PC Craig Murchison for selling tickets for the Dock/House Credit Raffle

The SBYC Board of Directors for underwriting the Yeti Cooler Raffle

Ashley Van Akker for data management assistance

Mark & the SBYC Staff for the huge effort to set up the clubhouse, prepare the wonderful buffet
dinner & serve the large crowd

Rick Schmidt, Auctioneer, for doing what he does best

PC Dave Cole, our Emcee for the evening

Everyone who donated to the Non-Perishable Food Collection for the Good Samaritan Rescue
Mission – they were very grateful for the 15 grocery bags of food that SBYC delivered.
And now…. Let’s Enjoy Summer!
Mary Ann Cole & Shannon Bess
Action Auction Co Chairs

SBYC “Venetian Night” is Saturday, June 8, 2019 at 18:00 Hrs.
Venetian Night is a traveling cocktail party that allows
members to visit 4 to 5 other club boats plus HOST
a segment on your own boat.  With each segment
comes an excellent opportunity to meet new people
and renew acquaintances.

SIGN UP WILL END AT NOON ON
THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2019. (THIS ALLOWS
TIME TO PREPARE AND PRINT THE
ITINERARIES.)

For members without slips at the Club who wish to
participate, special arrangements can be made for
your boat. Please contact the dock committee.

A horn will blow to signal the start at 18:00 hrs.
Proceed to the first boat on your itinerary. Every
30 minutes a horn blows to signal the end of the
segment and time to move to the next boat. At about
20:30 Hrs the horn blows to end the last segment.
Bring your left over hors d’oeuvres and join everyone
in the Commodore’s Lounge/Bar to continue the
festivities. This point in the evening is an excellent
time for non-boating members to also join everyone
in the clubhouse.

You will host on your own boat for one 30-minute
segment and are asked to prepare an hors d’oeuvre
and beverage for approximately ten guests.
Decorating your boat is optional - but always adds to
the festive spirit. Plus you’ll be ready for the Blessing
of the Fleet the next day. Please sign up for Venetian
Night on sheet posted in the club or call 892-5905.
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You will receive your itinerary on Saturday afternoon.

Questions: contact Wayne or Sue Hilger
989-793-3342
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The Clubhouse that Never Happened!

~ PC Craig Murchison

After the War (WW-II), the
Club began to grow again and
thoughts quickly turned to
replacing the old Club with
something modern. As PC Lou
Greve pointed out at the 100th
anniversary, the old Victorian
building was typical of the late
1890’s style. “They had a nice
decorative quality and a lot of big
screened porches but basically
it was a shelter, a summer type
building intended for warm
weather use. We had to close it
up in wintertime and shut off all
the water.”
With regard to the location of
the new Club there was two
schools of thought. One was at the same location as the old Club in Essexville on the east side of the river. The
other idea was to locate on the west side of the river near its mouth. Not unsurprisingly, this location was favored
by those living on the west side, most importantly PC Otto Sovereign who owned west side property near the
mouth.
In the words of PC Sovereign, the present Club House (the old Club) was opened 46 years ago. Its site was the
only one available at the time when the river was lined with lumber mills, shipyards and moorings for great rafts of
logs. It is a mile and 3/4 from the Bay and sailors know all too well what that means with anything else but a beam
wind. The new site is at the juncture of the Saginaw River and the Bay. No damaging seas can reach the anchorage,
which is adequate for a fleet of a hundred or more yachts with good holding ground for all.
The north veranda of the Club House was to face Saginaw Bay with a bathing beach but a few steps away, while the
east veranda faces the anchorage and the river’s deep channel.
The Yacht Club membership usually comprised about 25% yacht owners and sailors and 75% land lubbers. The
latter are attracted by the good comradeship of the sailing fraternity, the interesting activities of a yacht anchorage
and last but not least, the Club House facilities and service. The well planned Club must therefore, think about the
plan for the 75% as well as the 25%.
The Club House plans include a bunk room, designed to accommodate eight to ten members or out of town guests
and two bed rooms for the Club Manager and Club Custodian. A platform on the observation tower is 35 feet
above the River level and will offer a view of ships and yachts at least 15 miles out in the Bay. For the first time
in history of local yacht races, Club members will be able to follow the tracks of participants from starting gun to
finish line. Sailors becalmed in distress out in the Bay can easily signal the Club for assistance.
The new Club House is planned to extend its complete facilities to members the year round with fishing and
hunting in season and winter sports such as skating and ice boating to be included.
The Club was never built. According to PC Carl Gladen, one year when PC Sovereign was in Florida it was decided
by the SBYC BOD to reaffirm the name Saginaw Bay Yacht Club and build the new Club at the current location.
PC Sovereign, being discouraged, eventually offered his property on the west side to a group that in 1954 formed
the Bay City Yacht, referred to as a “working man’s yacht club.”
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Action Auction 2019
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