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UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Club Members’
Classic Car Show

Saturday, August 24

Cocktails & Croquet
Lawn Party

Saturday, August 31

Labor Day Cookout
Sun - Mon, Sept. 1-2

Commodores’ 
Celebration

Saturday, September 7

SBYC Golf Outing    
Sunday, September 8

Hours:
Wednesdays & Thursdays

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays
Bar: 1500 - 2400

Lunch: 1130 - 1430
Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sundays: 
Bar: 0800 - 2100

Breakfast: 0800-1300
Cookout: 1400 - 1930

We’ve certainly enjoyed some wonderful (hot) weather in July, it’s about time.  
The forecast for the next few weeks will bring cool nights for us, the days 
should be warm; we can continue to enjoy the water, the club and our boats.  
Something I haven’t seen in the forecast; projected relief  from the high water 

conditions we’ve been experiencing.  The Flag and Board 
of  Directors is actively working on options, products 
and procedures to help protect our clubhouse, docks 
and grounds from what may be a particularly harsh and 
interesting winter.  I touched a bit on some of  the things 
we’ve reviewed in the last Masthead, there will be more 
to come as we move forward in the process.

July has been a month packed full of  activities, 
spectacular events and memorable accomplishments 
around our club.  This year was the 95th Annual Port 

Huron to Mackinac race, our club member Jerry Somalski along with his crew 
brought home First Place in Class G and 13th overall in Division One for the 
course they sailed.  I had the pleasure to enjoy a bit of  the story from Jerry, an 
interesting and competitive race.  Hopefully we’ll get Jerry to share the story 
in some way for all of  us, what a passionate sail racer!  A great experience and 
accomplishment for the entire crew, Congratulations Jerry, Wanda and the crew 
of  Sohest!

One of  my favorite events each year is the Fourth of  July Fireworks.  I recall as 
a kid, our family would meet friends along the river each year, switching spots 
from the Vets Bridge hill near Sears on the East to the Hill on the West near the 
ball fields.  The Fireworks have certainly never disappointed.  A special Thank 
You to Judy and Ted Billy; for the past few years they’ve helped coordinate 
club members docking near the Doubletree Hotel and making sure we all have 
a great time.  Ted may say “Judy does all the work,” they make a great team 
nonetheless, we appreciate the work you both put into the event for us.

As members of  the SBYC, we have the unique opportunity to bask in some of  
the most inviting views of  our area.  We enjoy watching the boating/shipping 
traffic, as well as spectacular sunsets, while warmly absorbing the evenings on 
our patio comfortably enveloped within one of  the most beautiful lawn and 
garden settings in our region.  Every three years we enjoy the arrival of  the 
Tall Ships, while surrounded by all the amenities mentioned above.  During 
this year’s Tall Ship Celebration, our unique venue once again played a major 
role in members and guests enjoyment of  the arrival of  nine visiting vessels, as 
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From the Commodore
~ Continued from Page 1 ~

From the Social Committee
  ~ Julie Humbert, Director
Greetings from your Social Committee!  Check out 
the events and music scheduled at SBYC for August! 

Saturday, August 3: Cool 
Lemon Jazz sponsored by 
Shannon & Dennis Bess

Saturday, August 10: Small 
Town sponsored by Diane 
& Mike McGuire

Saturday, August 17: Jim 
Perkins sponsored by 
Wanda & Jerry Somalski

Saturday, August 24: Bryan Rombalski 
Trio sponsored by Lynne & Scott Schropp

Saturday, August 31: Standard Session sponsored 
by Pier 7

We also have the Classic Car Show Saturday, 
August 24, SBYC members showing off  their classic 
treasures.

Cocktails & Croquet for Labor Day Weekend, watch 
for more details.  Enjoy your club, our ‘Jewel on the 
Bay!’

From the Rear Commodore
  ~ Dave Klippert, Rear Commodore
Greetings from the Rear Commodore.  Once again, 
we had another successful SBYC rendezvous in 
East Tawas with at least 13 boats from the club 
participating this year.  As in the past, we had a 

number of  club members 
without boats join in the 
festivities, some of  whom 
stayed in their RVs at the City 
campground next to the State 
Harbor and a few that trailered 
their boats up.  

This is an SBYC summer 
tradition that has been on-
going for many years and 

is always a good time.  The weather this year was 
fantastic.  This fun event is a great way to enjoy the 
camaraderie associated with being a member of  
SBYC and allows members and their entire family to 
get to know each other in a fun and relaxing setting.  
This is perhaps my family’s favorite club event of  the 
year.  

For those new to the club, the Tawas rendezvous 
is typically scheduled the weekend following the 
4th of  July celebration in Bay City and runs Friday 
through Sunday, although many members get an 
early start and come up sooner in the week.  The 
rendezvous also serves as a launch pad for some 
boaters who begin their “summer cruise” at the end 
of  the weekend.  On Saturday, we have a potluck on 
the dock, which usually begins with a toast by the 
Commodore followed by food, conversation and, of  
course, cocktails.  

I want to stress that while this event is a favorite of  
many boaters, it is open to all club members to come 
and enjoy.  So I would strongly encourage everyone to 
come up and experience the fun in East Tawas – even 
if  just for the day.

well as our locally berthed Appledore IV & V.  While 
my schedule didn’t permit me to enjoy the event 
this year, I’ve been approached by many members 
whom expressed that, once again, the event was well 
planned and enjoyed by many.  This event is no small 
undertaking, many thanks go out to our Manager and 
the staff  of  the clubhouse and grounds for the weeks 
of  planning and work that go into events like this, 
excellent job everyone!

I hope everyone is enjoying the summer boating 
season, see you at the club!

Wheelchair Available for Use at Club
Thanks to the donation from a club member, we have 
a wheelchair available for any member or visitor who 
needs it.  This will make it easier for those who don’t 
want to transport a wheelchair from their house to 
the club.  Enjoy the club, with one less thing to worry 
about!  Chair is easily accessible under the coat rack.
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

#Pulling Our Weight
Volunteer Opportunity
Do you have a dinghy or small boat?  Do you believe 
science and humanity can change the world?

Last year at Dow Chemical more than 5,600 
volunteers collected more than 51,000 pounds of  
trash from 55 different locations globally during its 
#PullingOurWeight campaign, a unique initiative 
that aims to increase awareness around responsible 
waste management and engage its employees and 
communities in addressing plastic pollution. This was 
the largest employee volunteer event for a single cause 
in Dow’s history and demonstrated the company’s 
commitment to a cleaner environment and a better 
world. This year, the goal is to collect 100,000 pounds 
of  waste from more than 100 sites around the world 
with the help of  10,000 participants – doubling the 
impact from 2018!

SBYC member Louise Vozniak is coordinating a 
volunteer team of  Dow and SBYC members to help 
clean up our own waterways—various spots along the 
Saginaw River and Bay that are not easily accessible by 
foot.  If  you have a dinghy or small boat and would 
like to help, we are seeking captains to pair with Dow 
volunteers on Saturday, August 24, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

Please contact Louise Vozniak (lmvozniak@dow.
com or cell/text 989-710-0671) and let her know of  
your interest as soon as possible but no later than 
August 1. 

Summer is flying by!  Can you believe it’s already 
August?

Our Tall Ships Celebration was a great success.  
Approximately 400 members and guests were able 

to come out to the Club 
and enjoy the passing of  
the ships.  Harry and his 
staff  did a great job working 
the grills.  Many thanks to 
everyone who helped make it 
a memorable occasion.

As we head into the second 
half  of  our 2019 boating 
season, Clubhouse operations 

continue at a brisk pace.  While Fridays and Saturdays 
continue to be our “high volume” evenings, our 
other open days have shown a marked increase in 
member patronage.  Our Sunday Cookouts have been 
particularly well attended this year.  If  you haven’t yet 
had the opportunity, come out and take advantage of  
the beautiful weather, great food and time spent with 
friends.

Dock work continues to improve the stability of  
our docks, as well as their appearance by pressure 
washing.  Our goal is to have all of  our docks raised 
to an acceptable level and looking great to attract 
more boaters to the SBYC ranks.

Due to the hard work of  Julie Humbert, our 
Summer Music Series has been greatly received 
by membership.  Live entertainment will continue 
through August and into the second week of  
September every Saturday from 7pm until 10pm.  
Come out and enjoy the view and the music!

It’s not too early to start planning your holiday get 
together here at SBYC.  Our staff  stands ready to 
make sure that every detail of  your event is attended 
to and that your guests have a wonderful experience 
with us.  Please call the Clubhouse to check 
availability and schedule your gathering.

A bagpiper made a 
surprise appearance at 
our club in celebration 

of the 91st birthday of a 
member’s loved one.

The club is a great 
location to celebrate 

birthdays, anniversarys, 
showers and any other 

personal or business 
event.  

Call today to see how 
you can make your 

event even more 
special!
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Building the New Clubhouse
  ~ P.C. Craig Murchison
(Taken from the 100th Anniversary Book edited by 
Carl and Audrey Gladen)

The day came when the old Club building was in dire 
need of  repairs.  The pilings it rested on had been 
shifted by the ice and were deteriorating.  The floors 
were badly warped and the upper veranda was closed 
due to its poor condition.  It was said that when 
dancing took place in the dining room, the squeaks 
and squawks of  the flexing and deteriorating floor 
kept time with the music. 

Weekly meetings were held at the offices of  Past 
Commodore Dr. Neal Moore to attend to all of  the 
details relative to the planning.  One proposal was for 
a two story building.  However, the plan for a 6,806 
square foot building by architect Francis Warner of  
Midland was selected.  The contractor was Gregory 
Construction Co. 

Two hundred dollar bonds were sold to the 
membership at 3%.  (Remember this was 1960).  
This resulted in a building fund, from which some 
bonds were to be repaid at each annual meeting.  A 
mortgage was obtained in the amount of  $35,000 
(again think of  current dollars >10x).   

When the new building was constructed, it was the 
initial intention to lay the building footings directly 
in the soil of  the parking lot which was made up 
of  fill.  Floyd Nichols had the good sense to realize 
that due to the nature of  the sub-soil, settling 
could be expected.  At his insistence, the footings 

were supported by 36-foot pilings, driven at 6 foot 
intervals at the perimeter and down the center of  
the building site.  It was most fortunate that Floyd’s 
recommendations were heeded because by 1996, soil 
erosion on the south side of  the building progressed 
to the point where building footings were being 
undermined.  This prompted the installation of  a 
wooden seawall back filled with a cement slurry.  
Without support from the pilings, the footings 
might have failed.  The construction was completed 
in time for the grand opening to coincide with the 
Commodores’ Ball on May 7, 1960!

The original building was pretty bare bones, made up 
of  cement block walls and a cement floor.  The small 
dining area on the west side of  the building was a 
screened porch (hence its current name).  Due to lack 
of  funds, very little interior decorating was done from 
1960-64.

In 1964, the job of  extensive decorating was given 
to VC Lucius Greve who described the dining room 
as “like a gymnasium.”  Paneling was installed in the 
dining room over the cement block walls, the floors 
were carpeted, and acoustic tiles were installed on the 
ceiling.  Large murals, depicting scenes in the North 
Channel were placed on the east wall.

And so the “New Club” was built by the dedication 
of  many members then and over the subsequent 60 
years, which is why SBYC is able to celebrate its 125th 
anniversary in 2019.
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Tawas Rendezvous 2019
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Tawas Rendezvous 2019
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