
S E P T E M B E R   2 0 1 9From the Helm 
 ~ John Kustuch, Commodore

~ More photos on Page 2 ~

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Commodores’ Celebration 

Saturday, September 7

SBYC Golf Outing    
Sunday, September 8

Meet the Nominees Friday, 
October 11

Fall Harvest Party 
Saturday, October 19 

Fall Work Party Saturday, 
October 26

MSU v. U of M Tailgate and 
Chili Cookoff  Saturday, 

October 26

Trunk or Treat  Sunday, 
October 27

Hours:
Wednesdays & 

Thursdays
Bar: 1700 - 2300 

Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Fridays 

Bar: 1130 - 2400 
Lunch: 1130 - 1430 
Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays
Bar: 1500 - 2400 

Lunch: 1130 - 1430 
Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1400 - 2100 

Cookout: 1400 - 1930

August gave us great boating weather, SBYC continues to be a “cruising” club.  
Members cruised their boats to Lake Superior, the North Channel, Mackinac 
City and Island, as well as other destinations.  I had the pleasure of  cruising to 
Mackinac with the Spaulding’s on board the Jeanette-S.  The cruise up had us 

leaving at 6:00am on the dot, we hit the Saginaw Bay and 
revved up to 3700 RPM and about 16mph SOG.  The 
Bay was glass with the sun rising on our right, a slight 
fog laid just above the water a little over 8 feet tall, it was 
a perfect morning on the water.  Gravely Shoal gave us 
slight chop, certainly nothing the stout 66 Chris-Craft 
couldn’t push through with ease.  We made Nascar-like 
fuel stops in Harrisville and Rogers City, about thirteen 
hours on the water and we pulled into Mack City with a 
robust wind out of  the West, which could have presented 

a challenge to some Captains, Steve 
brought the boat in like a boss, landing 
her perfect on the pilings.  Of  course, 
as we tied up the wind died to nothing 
as we enjoyed a cocktail toasting to a 
very successful run to the tip of  the 
mitten.  Thank you to Brad and Steve 
for generously sharing a great vessel 
and a spectacular trip!

Water levels continue to be something 
we are watching around the club.  We 
have what we believe to be a solid 
defense should water rise to the level of  the clubhouse.  Mark has a written plan 
in place describing when and who will deploy our system/plan.  We certainly 
hope we won’t be faced with water that high as we come into our fall weather.

Thank you to those members who shared classic cars with us at our reboot 
of  the SBYC Classic Car show.  Mike Butts shared some excellent pictures of  
cars, an opportunity to see Greenia’s classic Corvette is always a pleasure.  Ted 
Billy’s impala was a pleasant surprise to me, gotta love those Cragar five spokes 
and the classic lines of  those Chevys! 

We still have a bit of  summer to go this year, some events coming up and 
entertainment on the patio as we look at winding down this 2019 boating 
season…..have faith, we’ve still got fun ahead of  us before snowflakes and ice 
alter the view from our westward view.

See you at the club!

Dinner at the Island house for my Birthday 
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More photos from the Commodore
~ Continued from Page 1 ~

From the Rear Commodore
  ~ Dave Klippert, Rear Commodore

A view from the aft deck of 
Jeanette-S as we make way 

through the Saginaw Bay around 
7:30am

Brad makes a new friend at 
the Sheppler ferry dock before 
the last boat back to Mack 
City. 

Cocktails at the Iroquois

The ferry ride to Mackinac Island 

The tall ship Bluenose II passes Round Island light.

Greetings from the Rear Commodore!  As summer 
winds to a close, we are busy preparing the Club for the 
annual Commodores’ Celebration (or Commodores’ 
Ball as it was called in the past).  This year’s gala 
will take place on Saturday, September 7, 2019 with 

cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
beginning at 6:00 pm followed 
by dinner at 7:30 pm.  This is a 
great Club tradition and one that I 
encourage everyone to attend. 

I think the reference to 
“celebration” is appropriate 
because that really is the purpose 
of  this fun event – to celebrate 

the many years of  service and dedication to the 
Club put forth by the men and women who have 
graciously served as our Commodore.  While some 
clubs hold this event to honor and highlight the 
current Commodore, many clubs, including SBYC, 
recognize the current Commodore, as well as all of  
the past men and women that have served in this role.  
Our Commodores are a diverse group of  unique 
individuals that come from different backgrounds 
and bring with them various skill sets and leadership 
styles, but they all share one thing in common – years 
of  service to, and a great love for, the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club.

It is worth reminding members that the road to 
the position of  Commodore is typically a long one.  
Most, if  not all, of  our Commodores have spent 
four years serving on the Board of  Directors, chaired 
one or more Board committees, served another 
three years as a Flag officer, and then after their 
year as Commodore, serve one more year as Past 
Commodore.   That’s nine years of  service to the 
Club by each of  these individuals, and many of  them 
continue to strongly support the Club afterwards.  For 
all of  that, I believe it is an honor and a privilege to 
recognize them for everything they have done to help 
make our Club the great place that it is.

As is the case with any event at our Club, this event is 
designed for the enjoyment and camaraderie of  all our 
members, not just the individuals being recognized.  It 
is sure to be an entertaining and fun-filled evening, so 
come out, enjoy a great dinner, dance to some good 
music (we have the Josh Ramses Band again this year), 
and just spend time socializing with your fellow Club 
members while enjoying a great Club tradition.  Make 
your reservations soon by calling or emailing the Club, 
989-892-5905 or club@sbycmi.com.  
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

From the Social Committee
  ~ Julie Humbert, Director

It’s simply amazing how fast our summers come 
and go!  By the time of  this printing, Labor Day 
will have come and gone, and we’ll all be looking 
forward to a beautiful Autumn filled with sunny days 

and cool, crisp evenings.  
Another special thanks to 
Julie Humbert and all of  our 
member sponsors who made 
our Summer Music Series 
such a success.

The Commodore’s 
Celebration is planned 
for Saturday, September 
7, starting at 6:00pm.  In 
addition to a fantastic dinner 

by Chef  Harry, the Josh Ramses band will be playing 
from 9:00pm until midnight for your listening and 
dancing enjoyment.  Reservations are still available, 
so come and join us for this once a year festive Club 
event.  

Sunday, September 1, marks our last breakfast 
service in the Clubhouse.  Our lunches will continue 
Fridays and Saturdays from 11:30am until 2:30pm.  
Cookouts will also continue through September from 
2:00pm until 7:30pm.  Once we hit October, we will 
begin serving our “Sunday Tailgates” every Sunday 
afternoons.

With Christmas right around the corner, now is the 
time to reserve space for your holiday get together.  
Whether it be a luncheon or dinner, the staff  stands 
ready to ensure a memorable experience for you and 
your guests.

Moving into the Autumn season, work will begin to 
improve our docking facilities for the members.  This 
will include raising several existing docks, as well as 
replacing decking as needed.  If  you have any critical 
work that needs be done, please contact me at your 
convenience.

There is still a lot of  great boating to be had over the 
next couple of  months, so please enjoy your time on 
the water and be safe!

Greetings from your Social Committee. 

Thank you to members and friends who brought their 
cherished classic cars and truck for all to see!!!

Our summer music on the 
patio is winding down with 
the ‘Pagel Trio’ playing 
Saturday, September 
14 sponsored by Pier 7.

The Social Committee 
will continue to plan 
fun events for SBYC.  
Mark your calendars 
for ‘Fall Harvest Party’, 

Saturday, October 19! (Sweetest Day, too)  Food, Fun 
& Music with ‘The Bobby & Andy Show.’

Trunk or Treat is back on Sunday 
afternoon, October 27. Event for children young and 
old!!

Sal Barbarito fans will have one last opportunity to 
enjoy his music before he moves to Florida; Election 
Night, Friday, November 1.

See you at the club, your Jewel on the Bay!

Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article 
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story ideas 
are welcome too!

Send your stories and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@
gmail.com. If  you have questions, call Lynn at 989-
737-9117.
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SBYC in the 1980s
  ~ P.C. Wayne Hilger and Sue Hilger

Back in the early 1980’s SBYC had roughly 300 
members listing 200 boats of  various sizes and a dock 
waiting list. Every July and early August the docks 
were almost empty because most were out on cruise 
with many in the North Channel and Georgian Bay.

Everywhere you traveled on the water an impromptu 
SBYC rendezvous spontaneously occurred. You did 
not need to plan to travel with other boats because 
you were always with SBYC members when you 
arrived at various locations. Hot spots Included 
Rogers City,  Meldrum Bay, Oak Bay, Beardrop, Fox, 
Covered Portage, Killarney and on and on. The 
Meldrum Bay Customs Officer and Harbormaster, 
Ivan Trick, was actually made an SBYC honorary member.

One somewhat pre-planned rendezvous’s occurred at 
Harbour Island in a protected bay on the south side 
of  Clapperton Island in 1980 with boats anchored 
out. One night aboard “Lucky Stiff ” offshore a group 
of  SBYC ladies put on a showgirls dance. We recall 
the Lucky Stiff  was owned by an undertaker and fitting 
in case an entertainer should fall overboard that night. 

The biggy on Harbour Island was in 1982. That 
year the owners opened the lodge, got the generator 
running and put out a system of  temporary floating 
docks for a SBYC rendezvous. One pier had a 90 
degree dog leg half  way out from shore for some 
reason. After partying around the piano late one 
night a member did not make the turn on the way 
back to their boat and walked straight off  into 
water that somehow did not result in tragedy. Great 
pike fishing that yielded unbelievably great group 
fish fry’s preceded by happy hours, fish stories, 
and fellowship. A storm came through late during 
the multi day event and what a fire drill when the 
temporary floating docks started to come apart. 

In 1981 a cruise that stands out above all for the 
Hilgers started out with the late June birth of  oldest 
son. Departed SBYC on sailboat when he was 3-1/2 
weeks old against the strong objections of  Bob 
Strong our club manager. Sue’s reaction was that 
Bob was not a boater or a Mom so we headed north 
to perhaps East Tawas. We ended up in the North 
Channel via Roger City where the baby was weighed 
at a meat market 
before crossing to 
Meldrum and then 
again on our return 
across northern 
Lake Huron.

A lot of  great 
boating stories, 
memories, and a lot 
of  great people at 
SBYC in the 80’s 
and still very true today.

Harbor Island Lodge 1982

Joke on PC Sherwood

Harbor Island Rendezvous - Detzler 1979
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By Caitlyn French, MLive/The Bay City Times

One local sailor and racing enthusiast is bringing 
home bragging rights after earning high rankings in 
the 2019 Bell’s Beer Bayview Mackinac Race.

Jerry Somalski was the captain of  a 2007 Beneteau 
First Edition 36.7 named ‘Sohest’. The Sohest’s final 
statistics included an elapsed time of  43:55:22 and 
corrected time of  37:55:38. This time placed the 
Sohest first in Class G and in 13th place overall in 
Division I for the Cove Island Course.

“This is the best placing we’ve ever had by far,” 
Somalski said.

This year’s race was the 95th consecutive running of  
the Bayview Mackinac Race, making it the world’s 
longest run freshwater yacht race. The race spans 
the length Lake Huron from south to north and 
puts crews to the test through the nonstop journey. 
The race started on Saturday, July, 20 and the Sohest 
pulled into Mackinac Island on Monday, July 22.

The race is completely done using sails only; no 
motoring is allowed.

Somalski and his crew competed in the 260-mile 
northbound Cove Island Course. This course runs 
just north of  the Blue Water Bridge to Port Huron 
with a jog over to Cove Island in Canadian waters 
before setting course up to Mackinac Island.

Other teams have the option to compete in the 
Shore course. That course allows crews to follow 
along the shape of  the mitten up to Mackinac Island 
from Port Huron.

The ships are grouped in classes based on assigned 
handicaps. The handicaps are determined by complex 
mathematical formulas based on factors like weight, 
mass, height, keel configuration and more.

“Yacht racing is a sport where your equipment is 
handicapped, not the player,” said Somalski.

What this means for competitors is that every boat 
in a class is similar. Each boat in a class is restricted 
by crew weight, size of  sails, and types of  sails in 
the same way.

“In-class racing is very close, boat for boat are 
pretty darn close to the same. It’s a lot more about 
the captain and crew,” he said.

These similarities and groupings make for some 
close races and fierce competition. Somalski 
explained that in this race, his boat was in direct 
nonstop competition against a boat called As You 
Wish. This boat is known as a perennial powerhouse 
in the Bayview Mackinac Race and was on the 
Sohest’s stern for 208 miles. The Sohest came out 
ahead, but As You Wish put up a fight.

“It was an epic battle. 208 miles of  fighting against 
somebody right there,” said Somalski. “Don’t make 
a mistake.”

The Sohest is manned by an 8-person crew that 
worked around the clock.  “We didn’t sleep much, 
the wind was high enough that we needed the crew 
on the rail to hold the boat down,” said Somalski.

One of  the biggest obstacle that crews faced was a 
cold front that pushed a squall line over Lake Huron 
on Saturday, July 20.

Somalski said that it was relatively short lived but 
that they experienced winds of  40 knots. The Sohest 
had a brief  setback due to a weather hole with no 
current or wind that happened right after the storm 
for five minutes, which was lucky compared to other 
vessels in the fleet. Somalski said that another crew 
in their fleet had an hour and a half  of  no wind or 
current to work with.  “That’s yacht racing,” he said.

Somalski got his start in sailing with a catamaran 
and eventually progressed up to racing. He explained 
that he had a friend back in 2000 inquire if  anyone 
would like to sail in the Mackinac race. After an 
hour of  no-one else speaking up, Somalski said that 
he’d like to go. Somalski has been a regular at the 
Bayview Mackinac Race ever since and has done the 
race 14 times. He has raced four of  those times as 
captain.

Bay City is home to an active sailing community that 
uses Saginaw Bay for recreation.

“The Saginaw Bay sails as well or as difficult as any 
place in the world. It’s a great venue for sailing,” said 
Somalski.

Somalski has been encouraging others to join the 
Saginaw Bay sailing community, which he said took 
him under their wing and helped teach him.

“It’s a great sailing community,” he said. “We’re 
working on getting more people on boats.

Sohest Wins Mac Race
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SBYC Classic Car Show 2019
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