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  ~ John Kustuch, Commodore

~ Continued on Page 2 ~

UPCOMING       
EVENTS:

SBYC Christmas Party    
Saturday, December 7

Children’s        
Christmas Party   

Sunday, December 8

The Mission of the 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  

We are a unique 

community of individuals 

with shared values and 

common interests in an 

atmosphere of friendship 

and mutual respect.  A 

family of great people 

serving great people 

in a safe, nautical 

atmosphere.  As we have 

for generations - we stand 

tall and proud along the 

water and welcome all 

who would join us in the 

pursuit of enjoyment and 

fun.

Hours of 
Operation:

See Special 
December Hours   

on Page 4

December already!  Our 125th year is winding to a close.  We’ve had a few 
snow falls, a bit of  accumulation.  There hasn’t been ice in the river yet.  
Christmas decorations are up in our clubhouse, making the season official.  

Thanksgiving behind us, no doubt many are 
shopping for those perfect gifts for loved ones and 
friends, either braving crowds at stores or shopping 
online.  May everyone enjoy a safe and Happy 
Holiday season this year!

As I reflect upon my years on the Board of  
Directors and the Flag, our organization has made 
some major strides in ensuring our club will be 
present and viable for generations to come. 

While on the BOD, we completed the dredging project, we replaced 
the roof  with a DuraLast roof, nearly all of  our HVAC units have been 
replaced as well.  In the past year we were faced with unusually high water, 
which prompted us to purchase and upgrade some items to protect our 
clubhouse and docks.  Forty new circulators are churning the water to guard 
against ice damage of  our docks as water levels remain high.  We keep our 
fingers crossed the additional circulators will be effective and stave off  the 
winter ice.

Our membership has been a bit up and down over the past several years.  
I’m happy to be able to share we have over 220 members at the sunset of  
our 125th year.  While not the highest number we’ve had, a strong one 
nonetheless.  Please continue to share the club with your friends and lets 
continue to cultivate the membership of  our wonderful historic club.

Mark Piganelli has been an excellent addition to our club and has a proven 
record of  ability to provide our membership with increased access to our 
club through added hours of  operation.  He also has a talent for budget 
projection and increasing member use of  our bar, dining and event facility.  
We’re glad Mark chose to come here and we’ve had another great year 
under his leadership.

Thank you to Harry, the kitchen staff, bar staff, our servers and bussers 
and maintenance staff  as well.  We had a busy year with events, Tall Ships 
and others which couldn’t be the success they were without the help of  “all 
hands on deck.”  Strong work, everyone! 
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From the Helm
~ Continued from Page 1 ~
Our BOD members and committee chairs stepped up 
once again.  Planning; Ric Fletcher has put together 
a five and ten year plan for building and systems 
maintenance and repair.  Social; Julie Humbert and 
Karen Jacobs rocked it once again with entertainment 
every weekend…..and…...it was all sponsored, 
which didn’t take a dime out of  the clubs budget, 
BIG KUDOS ladies!  Grounds; Tom Barbier and 
his committee did a stellar job making sure our club 
grounds looked their best in spring for the coming 
season and once again tucked us in for the winter 
nap.  Thank you to Tom and everyone who came 
out to make sure our club grounds look their best.  
Christine Moore-Skrocki designed and maintained 
a new website for us for the past two years.  If  you 
haven’t, please visit us at www.sbycmi.com.  Great 
work Christine!  I’ve mentioned a few of  our Board 
Members here, while I call attention to some of  
the great work and accomplishments, in no way 
does it diminish the hard work and time and effort 
each BOD member puts forth as they serve the 
membership of  SBYC.  Without great and tenacious 
people in these positions, our membership cannot 
continue to enjoy our splendorous little oasis, the 
camaraderie, fellowship, fare and libation we all have 
come to love.  

Thank you to PC Craig Murchison for his historical 
contributions in our Masthead this past year.  I 
enjoyed each one and hope they may continue. 

I would be remiss if  I failed to recognize an individual 
who puts forth hours of  strenuous effort in making 
sure the membership is informed of  club events 
and happenings.  A person who volunteers her time 
putting together one of  the most appealing and well 
laid out monthly yacht club publications I’ve read 
(and I’ve read a lot).  Lynn Weaver patiently presses, 
at times, those folks who provide her with content 
for our Masthead.  In the years Lynn has had the 
helm of  this important part of  our club, she’s done 
an amazing job.  Her time, talent and dedication are 
definitely part of  what make our club a great place to 
have friends.

It has been a humbling, unique and awesome pleasure 
to serve the membership of  the SBYC this 125th year 
as Commodore, one I certainly will count as a great life 
experience.  I look forward to many more years at the 
club, many more enjoyable experiences with friends 
and the prospect of  those new friends to come.

Thank you all, each member, guest, visitor, and staff  
for an amazing and wonderful 125th year!

See you at our club! 

http://www.sbycmi.com
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Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an article 
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story ideas 
are welcome too!

Send your stories and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at Lynn9117@
gmail.com. If  you have questions, call Lynn at 989-
737-9117.

From the Vice Commodore
  ~ Greg Vozniak, Vice Commodore

A Note from the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer

Ahoy from the flag.  I first want to say – from my 
family, the flag officers, and the entire board of  
directors – we wish each of  you a happy and joyous 
upcoming holiday season.

I would like to give a big shout out to all members 
who participated in the club 
decorating for the holiday 
season.  As usual, a lot of  
hard work and effort is put 
into transforming the club 
from its normal look into a 
cheery, festive environment.  
Thank you to all!  If  you 
plan on attending the annual 
Christmas party, please 
make your reservations.  If  

you have a need to plan a company or work party 
remember that the club is always an option.  Please 
call the office for information.

The new bubblers have been installed.  We continue 
to do some testing before they are put to the true test 
of  winter.  Hopefully it will be a mild winter.  I would 
like to thank all those that came out to help with the 
install.  Forty bubblers were put into the basins in 
less than 3 hours.  It just goes to show that the more 
hands on deck makes the work go quicker.  There was 
no damage to any of  the bubblers due to the crane 
incident.

Dock holders, friendly reminder to get your 
application in ASAP.  This helps give us an idea in 
regard to who is returning, thus allowing us to help 
budget for next year.  It is also important in terms of  
holding your preferred slip.  If  any of  your boating 
friends are considering a marina change, be sure to 
mention our beautiful grounds, proximity to the bay, 
and great bar and restaurant.

Finally, please consider a contribution to our 
Employee Christmas Fund.  Our staff  works hard 
to make SBYC a great place to be.  This gift to them 
communicates a hearty Thank You for all that they do 
throughout the year.  

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanzaa, 
Festivus for the rest of  Us and a Happy New Year.

Each Fall, it is the duty of  the Finance Committee 
to review the August to August Consumer Price 
Index changes for the Michigan area and recommend 
any changes to our membership dues.  Establishing 
the membership dues for the upcoming year is the 
first step of  the annual budgeting process.  I really 

appreciate the work from 
Business Manager Ashley 
and General Manager Mark 
as we review income and 
expense results for 2019 and 
begin forecasting for 2020.  

After review of  our year-to-
date financial performance 
and changes to the 
Consumer Price index, 
the Finance Committee 

recommended a targeted 2% increase in membership 
dues for all membership classifications.  After 
applying the rounding up rules of  SBYC By-Law 
Article III, Section 2, full members will see a $3/
month increase ($36 annual increase) and social 
members will see a $2/month increase ($24 annual 
increase).  Effective January 1, 2020, the monthly 
membership dues for full members will be $118, and 
social membership dues will be $80.  

In closing, I would like to reinforce the commitment 
of  transparency and my availability to answer any 
questions regarding the club financial position.  If  
you have any questions or ideas regarding our club 
finances, feel free to contact me, or any of  the BOD 
to discuss.  I hope to see you enjoying the holidays at 
SBYC.  
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
As November draws to a close and we enter into 
the Holiday Season, Clubhouse operations turn to 
catering the numerous family and business gatherings 

that have been scheduled.  In 
addition, maintenance will 
continue throughout the 
winter months to improve 
our facility with an eye 
towards spring.

Kudos out to Lynn Weaver 
and Bruce Weiss for taking 
First Place in our Chili Cook-
Off!  Bragging rights for the 

rest of  the year….

Below is our Calendar of  Clubhouse Operations 
for December.  With the exception of  Saturday, 

December 7th (Club Christmas Party) and Friday, 
December 13th (Member Parties), we will continue 
our normal hours of  operations weekly.  “Flatbreads, 
Plus…” and “Sunday Tail Gate” will both continue 
through the winter months.  

The Holiday Decorating Team did a FANTASTIC 
job in getting the Clubhouse ready for the Holidays!  
Many thanks for a job well done.  Also, on behalf  of  
the staff, thanks to membership for their incredibly 
generous donations to the Employee Christmas 
Fund.  Your generosity goes a very long way towards 
a happy holiday season for they and their families and 
is hugely appreciated.

In closing, myself  and the staff  of  SBYC would like 
to wish our members the happiest of  holidays and 
best wishes as we move into the New Year!

December 
 

 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

Tailgate  3-8pm 
 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
50ppl Private Party/ 
Flatbreads, Plus…. 

5-10pm 
 

50ppl Private Party/ 
Bar Open 5 – 10pm 

Dinner 6-9pm 

 

SBYC Christmas 
Party 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 

Children’s 
Christmas Party 

 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
30ppl Private 

Party / Luncheon 
CLOSED 

Flatbreads, 
Plus…. 
5-10pm 

 

CLOSED FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

Bar Open 5 – 
10pm 

Dinner 6-9pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 

Tailgate  3-8pm 
 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
Flatbreads, 

Plus…. 
5-10pm 

Bar Open 5 – 
10pm 

Dinner 6-9pm 

40ppl Private Party/ 
Bar Open 5 – 10pm 

Dinner 6-9pm 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 

Tailgate  3-8pm 
 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
Flatbreads, 

Plus…. 
5-10pm 

 

Bar Open 5 – 
10pm 

Dinner 6-9pm 

Bar Open 5 – 
10pm 

Dinner 6-9pm 

29 30 31     

 
Tailgate  3-8pm 

 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 
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