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From the Helm 
  ~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club: We are a unique ommunity of individuals 
with shared values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual 
respect.  A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  
As we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all 
who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Spring Work Party                 
Saturday, April 25

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10

Flower Planting               
Saturday, May 16

Action Auction             
Friday, May 22

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 23

Memorial Day
Holiday Cookout

Sat.-Sun., May 24-25

Ladies Night Out
Thursday, May 28

Venetian Night
Saturday, June 6

Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday, June 7

Father’s Day Cookout   
Sunday, June 21

4th of July Cookout
Saturday, July 4

Tawas Rendezvous    
Friday - Sunday

July 17 - 19, June 6

Cocktails & Croquet 
Saturday, Sept. 5

Labor Day 
Holiday Cookout    

Sun, - Mon., Sept. 6-7

Ahoy from the flag.  When I took the helm as commodore this year, I was 
hoping for a quiet, low-key year with minimal issues.  I was thinking, worse 
case might be extensive damage to the docks or a large piece of  bar/kitchen 
equipment needing replacement.  I could never have imagined that a virus 

would be a major issue of  concern.  I would like to 
give a BIG thank you to our Flag Officers, Board of  
Directors and the Managers along with their staffs.  
They have put forth extra time and effort to minimize 
the effects of  the COVID-19 virus in support of  
the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  I would also like to 
thank all of  you, the members, for being patient and 
understanding the position we are in today.

To keep you informed, these are a few of  the things 
we are doing to shore up the club:  General Manager 

Mark Piganelli has cleared out the kitchen, dining room and lounge for a 
thorough cleaning.  Mark has a more detailed explanation in his manager’s 
article below.  The flag and BOD have been sending out communications 
on an as-needed basis with information that we deem important to convey 
quickly.  To maintain compliance with social distancing mandates the March 
BOD meeting was held as a teleconference.  This allowed us to adhere to the 
by-laws ensuring monthly meetings occur, discuss what the club needs to do 
to handle the virus, and able to vote on issues with the appropriate quorum.   
The By-Laws committee has been asked to make appropriate changes to 
specifically allow for these types of  meetings for extenuating circumstances 
such as this virus closure.  Treasurer Reese, along with the Financial 
Committee, are looking at different forecast models as to how this will affect 
the club both short and long term.

Louise and I pray that all get through this situation safely and in good health.  
I will keep you updated concerning external changes that affect the club as 
quickly as I can.  If  you have any questions about the club’s operation, please 
contact me or Mark at the club.

I look forward to seeing you soon at the club.
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
I am hopeful that this finds everyone safe, healthy, 
and optimistic for the future.

Here at the Club, operations have been dramatically 
altered by the COVID-19 outbreak and the 
subsequent closure of  all bars and restaurants in 
the State.  In accordance with the latest Executive 
Order (2020-21) signed by Governor Whitmer, the 
Club will remain closed until April 13.  As such, the 
Annual Meeting, scheduled for Friday, April 3 will be 

postponed until after the order 
is rescinded.  In addition, our 
annual Easter Brunch and Egg 
Hunt, scheduled for Sunday, 
April 12 is being cancelled.

Additionally, in accordance 
with EO 2020-21, staffing at 
the Club during the closure 
will be reduced to only 
those employees necessary 

to allow the operation to maintain inventory and 
equipment, ensure security, and process administrative 
transactions.  Ashley will be in Monday through 
Friday, as usual, to maintain administrative operations, 
Michael will continue to address maintenance issues 
and assist in getting the grounds and docks ready for 
the upcoming season, and Chef  Harry will remain on 
board to square away inventory and attend to kitchen 
equipment.

Unfortunately, the remainder of  our staff  will be laid-
off  until the emergency has passed.  We are assisting 
each of  them in filing the appropriate claim forms to 
receive all available State and Federal funds to help 
them through the closure.  Once we reopen, all staff  
will be returned to their normal duties.

Deep-cleaning will continue throughout the closure.  
We have a Cleaning & Maintenance List which 
delineates ongoing projects that will be completed 
prior to our re-open.  It contains everything from 
shampooing carpeting and chairs to dock repair and 
grounds beautification.  Michael and myself  will 
attend to these items, with the result being that our 
physical property will “shine” once this emergency 
has passed.

During the closure, I am reminding all that access 
to the Clubhouse is restricted.  If  you need to drop 
items off, please call ahead, or utilize our mailbox at 
the front gate, which will remain closed at all times.  

In closing, I would again hope that everyone stays 
safe and healthy.

Past SBYC Images ... 
New Ones Coming Soon!
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The Dock Committee has been busy this off-season.  
We loaded the basins with 30 additional aerators 
(45 total) to limit ice damage this winter.   A team 
checked the systems daily and further installed smart 
plugs on them to limit the electricity use on warmer 
days.  Mother Nature, combined with our efforts 
resulted in no damage due to ice, however we did 
have some deck board damage occur in December 
flooding.   We have already taken note of  docks to be 
repaired and lifted for annual dock work, and have 
submitted a list for project quotation and repair work 
scheduling.  If  you have concerns about your dock, 
please contact Jamieson Poirier. 

In addition to the yearly repair work and lifting of  
docks, The SBYC Dock Committee has exciting news 
to announce for the 2020 season.   SBYC will be 
removing 12 finger docks from the eastern end of  the 
South Basin (7 North Side, 5 South Side).  Many of  
the docks being removed are damaged or have been 
underwater for more than a year. (See satellite image 
below)   SBYC will be replacing them with 12 floating 
40 foot length finger docks.  This will provide SBYC 
24 boat slips with new floating docks for members. 

This exciting opportunity has been made possible 
with a generous donation 
gift by PC Pam Murchison 
and PC Craig Murchison to 
cover the entire cost of  the 
project.  The Murchison’s 
wanted to make a donation 
enabling a positive effect on 
the boating assets of  SBYC 
and inspire boaters in the 
current marketplace to join 
our club. 

Dock removal work will be 
starting soon.  The Dock 
Committee has developed 
plans for temporary 
relocation of  several boats 
and is currently contacting 
boat owners affected by this 
project.   Flotation Docking 
Systems Incorporated is 
scheduled to install the 

new docks during the month of  August.  If  you 
are not familiar with Flotation Docking Systems, 
you may have walked some of  their installations at 
locations such as Uptown Riverwalk in Bay City, 
Straits Harbor in Mackinaw City, Walstrom Marine in 
Harbor Springs, and East Park Marina (State Dock) in 
Charlevoix.  You can check out other installations at 
www.flotationdocking.com.  

With any project of  this magnitude, there are many 
details, schedules, and contractor coordination to be 
planned and executed.  The Dock Committee would 
like to thank Dennis Bess for volunteering to be the 
project lead for this project.   More information on 
available slips, and how to file an application for a 
move to the floating docks for your boat, will be 
posted in the near future.  

The Dock Committee, SBYC Flag Officers, and 
the entire SBYC BOD would like to thank PC Pam 
Murchison and PC Craig Murchison for all the work 
they do for our club.  Their generosity and vision 
for this project represents a huge improvement to 
our club’s docking facilities and will be appreciated 
by current and new members for many years in the 
future.    

Satellite Image SBYC - Light Blue Bars indicate dock project area

A Letter from the Dock Committee Chair
  ~ Jamieson Poirier, Secretary

http://www.flotationdocking.com
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Jamieson Poirier 
Owner/President, Pier 7 Marina

What first drew you to 
the marine industry? 
The marine industry is 
somewhat of  a legacy for 
me.  I grew up watching 
my grandfather manage 
marinas, and of  course, 
I was able to tag along.  I 
spent my summers and 
weekends at the marinas, 
fascinated by the boats, 
the equipment, and most 

of  all, the people.

What was your first job? 
My first job was working the fuel dock and ship store 
on the weekends and evenings when I was 14 years 
old. 

What accomplishment are you most proud of ? 
The accomplishment I am most proud of  was 
purchasing my own business and watching it grow. It 
was no easy feat getting here, but taking the time to 
learn the marina business, earn an MBA, and establish 
a reputation as a premier marina in our market have 
been the key factors that allowed me to purchase a 
marina at the age of  32.

As a young professional, what are the biggest 
challenges you’ve faced in the marine industry 
and how did you overcome them? 
As a young professional in the marine industry, the 
biggest challenge I have faced has been bridging the 

age differential between long established boaters and 
a new, younger generation of  boating enthusiasts.  I 
believe the key to overcoming this was establishing 
our company’s dedication to the customer’s boating 
experience.  My goal has always been to provide 
more than just a product or service.  The boating 
experience is a holistic approach to the business, 
meaning we take the time to know you, your boat, and 
your unique boating needs.  To us, it’s more than just 
a day at the marina, it’s an experience.  That’s what 
sets us apart.

What boat did you learn to boat on? 
I learned to boat on a 1969 47-foot Pacemaker Motor 
Yacht and a 1957 26-foot Chris-Craft Continental.

Where is your favorite place to go boating? 
My favorite place to boat is the Michigan shoreline of  
northern Lake Huron and Lake Michigan.

Why should young professionals choose a career 
in the marine industry? 
I believe there is a great amount of  opportunity 
and growth in the marine industry for a young 
professional.  As our products and businesses become 
immersed in technology, we need young professionals 
that can adapt to the changes and lead us going 
forward.  The skilled trades within the marine 
industry present a great opportunity for young talent 
to obtain on the job training while learning a very 
unique skill set that remains in high demand. 

SBYC is Proud to Share the 2020 Boating Industry 40 Under 40
40 young leaders blazing a trail of success in the recreational 
boating industry.

By Adam Quandt

Boating Industry’s annual recognition program of  outstanding 
young leaders in the marine industry highlights a unique group of  
individuals that stand out from their industry peers.

Selected from over 200 nominations from across the industry, this 
year’s group features strong young leaders from all segments of  the 
marine industry from boat dealers to manufacturers and everything in between.

The industry professionals on the proceeding pages were selected for their multitude of  accomplishments so far, as 
well as the promise seen in them to continue pushing the industry forward into the future.

https://boatingindustry.com/features/2020/03/25/2020-boating-industry-40-under-40/

After scrolling about ¾ of  the page you will find our own Jamieson Poirier..

https://boatingindustry.com/features/2020/03/25/2020-boating-industry-40-under-40/
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Dr. Harold Kruger and his wife, former SBYC 
members, were like many current SBYC members, 
very hard workers who love to personally upgrade 
their boat and home (Believe it or not they did major 
rehab on both at the same time!) (ed:  As a point of  
interest, I wanted to use Mrs. Kruger’s first name but 1965 
was still when married women “did not” have first names but 
were only referred to in print as Mrs. (husband last name) – 
quaint!.)  This was also a period when silicone sealants 
were considered by many as the ultimate multi-
purpose sealants.

The article opens with Dr. Kruger quoting Edison 
“The three great essentials to achieve anything 
worthwhile are hard work, stick-to-itiveness, and 
common sense”.  To these he added: interest, 
challenge, sense of  satisfaction, enjoyment, a creative 
wife and generous amounts of  silicone rubber 
sealants. 

The current (1963) project began when they found 
the 14-year old beginnings of  a 60’ ocean going 
boat in a boatyard near Bay City.  This could replace 
their previous boat, lost in the great fire.  The boat-

building project involved many engineering and 
design problems as well as many hours of  rugged 
work. From the original design plans for the craft, 
adaptations were made, including Kruger-designed 
waste disposal and high-pressure water systems water 
systems.  A glass fiber material (a 1965 phrase) was 
used for the entire superstructure to eliminate upkeep 
and provide a durable finish.  Dr. Kruger worked 
weekends and Thursdays, which he reserved from his 
medical practice. On the boat.  Mrs. Kruger worked 
the same hours plus many full, 8-hour days, winter 
and summer.  

Her special assignments varied from painting and 
sandpapering to gluing beams and cutting tiny plugs 
designed to cover the places where 50-gross of  monel 
marine nails were countersunk in the planking of  the 
hull.  She is credited with installing nearly all the 7,000 
plugs.  Each was touched lightly with Dow Corning 
marine sealant before briskly put into place.

The virtually completed 60’ do-it yourself  project was 
christened “Stormy Weather II” is shown below.

Silicone Sealants for “Shipshape Protection”
- Taken from the Dow Diamond Newsletter No. 4, 1965

- Provided by Guy Greve and abstracted by PC Craig Murchison
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