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From the Helm 
  ~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique ommunity of individuals with shared values and common 
interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family 
of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  As 
we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and 
welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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FEBRUARY HOURS:
Thursdays

Bar Only: 1700 - 2200
Flatbreads, Plus:
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Ahoy from the flag.  When getting my thoughts together for this 
month’s article, I reviewed last year’s edition.  A year ago, at this time, 
we had our first of  many polar vortexes swoop in from the north.  So 

far this year, we can count our blessings that we 
haven’t had that experience – YET!   The ice 
conditions within the basins has been minimized 
with the not-so-frigid temps combined with 
the new bubblers.  Jason Reese has written 
an excellent article for this month’s Masthead 
updating us all on the new bubblers.

As a reminder to dock holders, your slip fees 
were in last month’s billings.  Please have those 
taken care of  as soon as possible.  Many of  the 

applications were missing proof  of  insurance (me included!) so please 
make sure to send that information to the office so they will have it on 
file.  When the dock committee reviewed the applications, there were 
not many repair requests.  If  you do need some repairs or changes to 
your dock, please let the office know so that we can get them added to 
the list.

If  you find Winter’s chill keeping you inside, join us in the Clubhouse 
where conditions are always fantastically warm.  There’s the warm glow 
of  the fireplace and the warm hearts of  friends at the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club.  The clubhouse is open Thursday - Sunday, with different 
nightly specials and a recurring Tailgate theme on Sunday evenings.  By 
the time you read this, the first annual “SOUPER Bowl” will have been 
in the books with hopefully a great turnout.

See you around the club.
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A Note from the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer
The high water level of  the Great Lakes have the 
dock committee, flag officers, and the board of  
directors (BOD), concerned about potential dock 
damage caused by ice.  2018/2019 winter ice damage 

was more than double what 
was budgeted for repair.  To 
help mitigate the potential 
damage from ice this year, 
we reached out to several 
companies that manufacture 
bubblers/aerators to get 
their recommendations.  We 
sent the companies our basin 
layouts, depth soundings, 
and the past configuration 

we have used for bubbler/aerator placement.   

The dock committee selected and worked closely with 
Scott Aerator from Holland, MI.   When installed 
correctly, each deicer should be able to keep a 30’ 
diameter hole open in the ice.  Scott’s recommends 
the aerators should be moved/re-aligned depending 
on the weather and icing conditions.  The SBYC 
BOD approved the purchase of  an additional 30 
aerators bringing our total to 45 units.

An SBYC team, supported by a technician from 
Scott Aerator installed the 45 units in the basins and 
front guest dock on Nov 5, 2019.  After some ice 
formation in early December, it was clear we needed 
to make some adjustments.  The Dock Committee 
took pictures of  areas with wide open water and 
areas with ice, and during the holiday warm up, made 
adjustments to depth and placement.  

A huge thank you to Dennis Bess, Manager Mark, and 
Maintenance Michael to keep an eye on the aerators 
each day as ice began forming again during the week 
of  Jan 20.  In order to keep the most open water 
possible, our systems have required maintenance due 
to sucking in tarps, towels, caution tape, and even a 
decent sized fish.  

If  this new deicer configuration reduces ice damage 
by one-half  of  2018, the return on this investment is 
2 years.  Technology and Mother Nature willing, with 
no ice damage this winter, the return on investment is 
one year.  

The dock committee is also evaluating options to 
reduce the time the aerators operate using more 
modern technologies currently available in the market.

Based on the importance and urgency of  this matter, 
several dock holders have offered to contribute 
$500.00 donations to defray the project cost.  A 
donation of  this magnitude from each dock holder 
would more than cover the entire project expense.  A 
letter was attached to dock applications in December 
2019 seeking donations from dock holders, and 
to date we have received $7100 in donations 
(approximately 35% of  our target).  Thank you for 
your generous donations.

It is not too late to consider a donation.  If  you 
have yet to submit your 2020 Dock Application, you 
can attach donation to your application, or you may 
contact Ashley anytime to arrange a club charge for 
your donation (written documentation required). 

Thanks again to all involved in minimizing damages 
due to ice, and may the winter be kind to our dock 
holder assets.  If  you have any questions, feel free 
to contact me or Jamieson Poirier, Dock Committee 
Chair.
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From the Social Committee
  ~ Julie Humbert, Director

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Although we’re deep into the heart of  Winter, there 
are still great times to be had at The Club!  Dinner 
service will continue Friday and Saturday nights, with 

the bar open from 5-10pm, 
and dinner available from 
6-9pm.  Our Sunday Tailgates 
will continue through the 
winter months – after football, 
we have basketball, golf  and 
NASCAR.  Also, join us on 
Thursdays for our “Flatbreads, 
Plus….”

Our first annual “Souper Bowl” was a HUGE 
success!  Congratulations to “Otis” and Mary Conley 
for their winning Bourbon Beef  Noodle Soup.  
Looking ahead in February, we are putting together 
an event for the Daytona 500, to be held on Sunday, 
February 16.  More details to come….

We will be having our Valentine’s Dinner on Friday, 
February 14 during our normal service hours.  Along 
with our Winter Menu, Harry has put together some 
delicious specials to enjoy.  At the end of  your meal, 
enjoy a complimentary glass of  champagne and 
chocolate covered strawberries.  Reservations are 
recommended.  Live music will be provided.

One final note to our current slip holders…  We are 
still waiting on slip applications from several current 
members, as well as insurance paperwork on many 
who have already submitted their applications.  To 
ensure complete and accurate slip assignments for the 
2020 season, please submit your paperwork as soon as 
practicable.

Hope to see you at the Club!

Greetings from your social committee.  The 2020 
Social Event Calendar is first priority and coming 
soon, so members can “mark the dates.”  Music will 

be scheduled for our “Music on 
the Patio Summer Series.”  We 
are looking for new music as 
well as our past favorites. 

Friday, February 14, for your 
listening pleasure, is a new 
group “Voortex Jazz & Blues.”  
Make your reservations with 
your Sweetheart!

As always, if  you have any thoughts and/or ideas for 
your social committee, please let us know!!

See you at the club!!

Watch for the profile article 
about Commodore Greg Vozniak 

and more information about 
your 2020 Board of Directors 

in the March issue of 
The Masthead!

1st Annual SOUPER Bowl 
Winners: Otis & Mary Conley!

Bourbon Beef Noodle Soup
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