From the Helm

~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

Ahoy from the flag and a Happy New Year! I hope that you had a festive and
safe holiday season. I would like to send an enormous word of gratitude to
all those that provided a hand decorating the club in early December. Many
compliments were extended on the appearance of the club house. May I also
extend on behalf of all members and their guests a big THANK YOU and
job well done to Mark, Ashley, Jesse, Mandie, Harry and
their teams for their hard work and tireless dedication to
the club. Without them all the parties and events that
took place during the holidays would not have been as
successful as they were. You are an inspiration for your
colleagues and an asset to our club.
As I take on the duties of the Commodore this year,
I would like to give my thanks and gratitude to John
Kustuch for his years on the Board of Directors (BOD),
Flag and this past year as our Commodore. As Past
Commodore, John has one final year of commitment on the Flag and to the
board meetings. Leaving as board members are Dr. Robert Taylor, P.C. Paul
Martin, and Ric Fletcher. Paul took over responsibilities for Dave Stokes who
had to step down early from the board. Ric is leaving as BOD member to
take on responsibilities as the Rear Commodore. I welcome our newest board
members, Michael Bouckaert, Jim Nichols, and Claude Ostrander.
Over the past few years, the Flag and BOD have tackled many challenges, such
as new roof, new HVAC, replacing bar and kitchen equipment, new bubblers
and flood remediation. Looking forward to this year we still have some issues
that need to be addressed. These include continuing to monitor water levels so
that we can implement our plans for flood control if needed, raising the rest of
the docks to avoid loss and help in appearance of the club grounds. The BOD
and Flag have also been discussing the possibilities of updating the bar and
dining areas. We will keep you informed of any progress that is made.
I’m enthusiastic and looking forward to serving as your Commodore
throughout 2020. The message I wish to convey is that this is your club. I urge
you to become actively involved; participate in one or more of the various
committees. There are several and they’re always seeking new members and
fresh ideas. We need your active participation, excitement, and skills in order to
continue to be successful. We have a common love of boating and camaraderie,
so I encourage you to not only engage in, but promote SBYC and grow our
club. As we work together, our 126th year – 2020 – can be a vision of success!
If there is anything that I can do to make your experience at the Saginaw Bay
Yacht Club better, please let me know. See you at the club!
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From the Vice Commodore

From the Manager’s Desk

Happy New Year from the Vice Commodore! As
we ring in a new year, we also welcome a new
Commodore (Greg Vozniak) and a new slate of Flag
officers and Board of Directors. I look forward to
working with all of them and serving as your Vice
Commodore for 2020. Again, thanks to all who
worked so hard to make 2019
a great year, including now
Immediate Past Commodore
John Kustuch, the 2019 Board
and Flag, our Club Manager,
Mark Piganelli, and the entire
SBYC staff.

With 2019 “in the books,” it’s time to look towards
2020 with great optimism for a fantastic new year at
SBYC! Our Mission Statement remains the same…..

~ Dave Klippert, Vice Commodore

We all know what a special club
SBYC is – a true gem of our
area and the cost of membership makes it a real
bargain. It always surprises me (and I know many
others, too) that a club as nice as ours isn’t at full
membership capacity. Our social membership roster
has remained strong and continues to grow, for
which we are grateful. However, our full/dockholder
membership has declined in recent years and we all
know too well how many docks sit empty throughout
the boating season. As a member of both the Board
and the Flag for several years (now beginning my
7th year), I can attest that the Club’s leadership has
taken many steps to increase membership and raise
awareness of the club, including membership drives,
reduced/eliminated initiation fees, new member dock
fee incentives and we even entered a float in the St.
Patrick’s Day parade. Despite all of this, we continue
to see our full/dockholder membership decline.
I know personally several members that have decided
to join the club over the years and in each case
(including for my wife and I), the decision to join
was the result of visiting the club with a member
and experiencing all that it has to offer – most
importantly, the warm and welcoming atmosphere
of the members and staff. Although new member
incentives may be the impetus to get someone to
finally make the move and join, I believe our biggest
selling point is the experience of the club itself. So,
as we embark on a New Year and new beginnings I
ask my fellow club members to include SBYC in your
2020 New Year resolutions and “resolve” to focus
on inviting someone to visit the club that you know
would enjoy all we have to offer. Let them experience
it first hand and chances are they will be interested in
joining. After all, think about what it was that made
you join … and remain a member.
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~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

“The staff of the Saginaw
Bay Yacht Club will honor a
‘Commitment beyond Service’
by consistently meeting or
exceeding the expectations
of our members and guests
through; accommodating,
pleasant, service-orientated
attitudes; quality preparation
of quality goods; high standards of facilities,
housekeeping and maintenance.”
Although the temperatures are starting to drop,
the Clubhouse will remain warm and welcoming
throughout the winter months. Dinner and bar
service will continue every Friday and Saturday,
as well as our “Flatbread, Plus” Thursdays and
Sunday Tailgates, continuing to offer members every
opportunity to enjoy the great food, service and
ambiance that they expect, every visit.
Thanks to all who booked their holiday gatherings
with us – your continued support really goes a long
way towards contributing to successful Clubhouse
operations. We always stand ready to assist in
your event planning, including business meetings,
luncheons, dinners, or receptions.
At the conclusion of this year, I would also like
to recognize the outstanding performance of our
leadership team – Ashley, Harry, Michael, Mandie
and Jessica. Thanks to the hard work of all of
these dedicated professionals, SBYC experienced an
OUSTANDING year. This team, along with our
returning staff, is committed to exceeding our Mission
Statement in 2020!
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From the Social Committee

~ Julie Humbert, Director

Greetings and Happy New Year from your Social
Committee:
Julie Humbert and Karen Jacobs will be heading up
the SBYC social committee
once again. We are forming
our committee, so if you
are interested in joining us,
please let us know. We will be
working on the calendar of
events for the 2020 season.
We are open to suggestions and
looking for new music genre
such as a country ensemble,
any/all within our budget. Sponsorship is always a
need to afford the Music on the Patio series.
Blessings for the New Year and see you at the Club!

2019 Coats for Kids:
Thank You SBYC

~ Mary Ann Cole

Once again, SBYC showed our community how much
we care. Because of our generosity, our annual Coats
for Kids collection was a wonderful success. Forty
winter coats, several hats, gloves, and snow pants were
delivered to the CAN Council. These items will be
distributed throughout the Tri City Area. The CAN
Council is again so very grateful to SBYC. Many
thanks to everyone who donated!

Souper Bowl I
Sunday,
February 2, 2020

Soup Cook-Off
Competition!
Set-up by 6:00pm
Super Bowl Kick-Off 6:30pm
Winner Announced
at Half-Time

SPECIAL SUPER BOWL HOURS:
Bar Open
5:00 pm – 11:00 pm
LATE TAILGATE
Tail Gate Buffet 6pm – 9pm
All members are encouraged
to enter and attend.
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A Gift to SBYC
July 9. 2019

To: The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
It is with great joy that I pass along this painting of the original Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.
I acquired the painting from the artist Ralph Misiak – who was a journalist with the Saginaw News.
“He painted it from a photograph in 1970.” I have had it for many years.
My husband and I started
sailing as teenagers and
were guests in this original
building. We were S.B.Y.C.
members for a few years
but most of our sailing was
at Tawas. Bay as members
of T.B.Y.C.
We still “meet” TBYC
members in Marathon,
Florida Keys, where we
have spent our retirement,
aboard our boat there.
I hope you enjoy the
painting and that it will
bring you a smile.
Sincerely, Joyce Nelson

First Customer(s) of 2020!

The first customers of
2020 showed up promptly
at 5:00 pm on January 2.
Bragging rights for the
year go to Dean Woods,
Bruce Weiss, Lynn Weaver
and Dennis Bess.
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Christmas Party 2019
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Christmas Party 2019
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