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From the Helm 
  ~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

MARCH HOURS:
Thursdays

Bar Only: 1700 - 2200
Flatbreads, Plus: 1800 - 2100

Fridays & Saturdays
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100
Sundays: 

Bar: 1500 - 2000
Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Skeg Night                 

Thursday, March 19

SBYC Annual Meeting              
Friday, April 5

Easter Brunch & 
Children’s 

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 12

Spring Work Party                 
Saturday, April 25

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 2

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10

Flower Planting               
Saturday, May 16

Action Auction             
Friday, May 22

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 23

Memorial Day Cookout
Sat.-Sun., May 24-25

Memorial Day
Holiday Cookout

Sat.-Sun., May 24-25

Ladies Night Out
Thursday, May 28

Venetian Night
Saturday, June 6

Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday, June 7

Ahoy from the flag.  According to Punxsutawney Phil, Spring will arrive early 
this year, but as I write this article, we are bracing for the latest snowstorm 
heading our way.  Despite Phil’s prognostication, Spring is coming which means 

it is time for the “Traditional Opening” of  the club with 
Skeg Night on March 19, 2020.  Again this year, we will 
try a different approach to the night’s entertainment.  
Watch for fliers and make your reservations as soon as 
possible; headcount is important this year for dinner.  

Back to the weather.  Luckily, knock on a wooden boat, 
we have not had to deal with any of  those pesky little 
polar vortices.  That and along with the new bubblers, 
damage to docks has been minimal.  I would like to 
thank Dennis Bess, Jamieson Poirier, and Jason Reese for 

their hard work and dedication to make sure that we get the best results with the 
bubblers.  With Phil’s prediction, boats should be able to get into the slips early.  
If  you need repairs done to your dock, please contact the office or the dock 
committee with your requests.

Last thing I want to mention is that the social calendar has been finalized.  If  
you are interested in sponsoring music for those events or any other weekend, 
contact Julie Humbert or another member of  the social committee to make 
arrangements.

See you around the club.
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Although March is supposed to “Come in Like a 
Lion,” it appears we might (just might) be able to 
enjoy some early Spring weather this year.

With the warming weather and 
melting ice, outdoor and dock 
maintenance will begin with a 
vengeance!  Although it was 
a relatively mild winter, there 
is much to be done – dock 
repairs, grounds work and, of  
course, getting the Patio ready 
for Spring.

Our oldest continuous Club Event, SKEG Night, will 
be held on Thursday, March 19.  We will be serving 
a sit-down Surf  & Turf  dinner, along with our full 
Soup & Salad Bar and apple cobbler for dessert.  
There will be a “Golden Tee” golf  tournament in the 
Main Dining Room following dinner.  Reservations 
will be required for this event, so please call or stop in 
the Club House to sign up.

The Annual Membership Meeting will be held on 
Friday, April 3, 2020.  All members are strongly 
encouraged to attend, as this is an opportunity to 
voice your opinions about the Club and its operations.

We will continue our regular dinner hours of  Friday 
and Saturday, as well as our Thursday “Flatbreads, 
Plus…” and Sunday “Tail Gate.”  March Madness is 
getting underway, so come out and enjoy great food, 
friends, and college hoops.

Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating 
or other travel adventures, please consider 
submitting an article and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD.  Story ideas are welcome too!

Send your stories and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at 
Lynn9117@gmail.com.  If  you have questions, 
call Lynn at 989-737-9117.

USS Edson
Most of  us have enjoyed the USS Edson being 
moored on the Saginaw River these past years.  The 
recent high water levels have put them in immediate 
need of  a sea wall.   America’s Boating Club – 
Saginaw Bay (formerly called the Saginaw Bay – Sail 
& Power Squadron) wishes to help the Saginaw Valley 
Navel Ship Museum in their fund raising efforts 
toward a new seawall.   

In this regard we are devoting our meeting on 
03/12/20 at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club to raising 
funds for the seawall.  

You are invited free of  charge to hear their 
presentation of  the need for a new seawall at 
2000 hours in the Yacht Club.   In addition, you 
are welcome and encouraged to join the Edson 
representatives and Squadron members at 1800 hrs 
for cocktails and dinner (dinner cost $16).  Please 
RSVP Squadron Commander Cindy Sinicki, cindy.
sinicki@gmail.com , or 989-751-6471.

of Saginaw Bay

The Mission of SBYC:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values 
and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect.  A family of great people serving great people 
in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As we have for generations - 
we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all who 
would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.
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About Commodore Greg
Commodore Greg “Voz” 
Vozniak is a Great Lakes Bay 
life-long resident who joined 
SBYC in 1995, during it’s 100-
year anniversary.  Now, 25 
years later, he is proud to be 
the 2020 Commodore.  
Family
Greg was born on a January 
day in 1967.  Not just any 
day, this was the day of  
the biggest snow storm in 
Michigan history at the time.  
That day, 27 inches of  snow 
was dumped on Saginaw.  It 
started snowing after Greg 
was born.  His dad 
went back home 
to pick up Greg’s 
sister, however, the 
massive snowfall 
prevented them 
from returning 
to the hospital 
for a whole week.  
The only people 
coming and going 
were doing it via 
snowmobile.  

Greg met his wife, 
Louise, at St. Stan’s 
annual picnic in 1994.  They 
married in 1997 and settled 
in Auburn where they 
still live today with their 
two children, 17-year-old 
Veronica and Jack who is 13.

School & Career
Growing up in Saginaw, 
Greg was in the first 
graduating class of  Nouvel 
Catholic Central High 
School.  He then went on 
to graduate from SVSU 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science.

A self-described computer geek, 
Greg started his career as a co-op 
at Dow Chemical.  Since then, 
his work has included managing 
computer systems at Dow and 
also at EDS.  Currently, Greg is 
a process automation engineer at 
Dow. 

Hobbies/Interests
When he’s not boating, Greg likes 
to golf, bowl, downhill ski, hunt 
birds and putz around the garage.  
Greg and his family are also big 
Disney World fans.  Well, much 
more than just fans, Greg is a 
major “Disnerd.”  (Yes, that is a 

thing. The editor 
looked it up.)  And 
the Vozinak Family 
does what is called 
“Disneybounding.”  
(According to 
the Internet: 
Disneybounding is 
the act of  dressing 
like a Disney 
character but 
while wearing 
regular clothes 
that you would 
wear to work, 
school or just 
hanging out at 
home. It has 
become wildly 

popular in recent years.)  Greg and Louise go to 
Disney World every two or three years.  And of  
course, they honeymooned at Disney World, as well.  
The whole family has been to Disneyland, too.

About Boating 
Greg discovered boating while hanging out with a 
friend on Sanford Lake.  His first boat was a 24-
foot Baja.  A work colleague, club member Ron 
Trainor, brought Greg to SBYC for the first time and 
introduced him to bigger boats.  In 1995, when Phil 
Wright was the Commodore, Greg joined the club.  
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About Commodore Greg
In 1998, Greg and Louise decided 
to buy a house.  So, they sold 
their boat and traded up to a 
house.  They stayed boatless until 
2012.  Greg remembers the hot 
summer day that he and Louise 
were in the backyard with the 
sprinklers going and the sun 
beating down on them.  Louise 
looked at him and said, “How 
about we get a boat?”  About six 
weeks later it was a done deal.  
The 40-foot 1992 SeaRay 400 
Express they bought (and still 
have) was previously owned by 
country music star Alan Jackson.  
You can see the original 
plaque on the boat 
stating “Specially 
Made for Alan & 
Denise Jackson.”  Plus, 
the boat still sports its 
original name, “Neon 
Rainbow,” which was 
the title of  Alan Jackson’s 
first musical hit.  

About SBYC
Greg and Louse spent a lot of  time 
at club before having kids.  They 
enjoyed Action Auction, Skeg 
Night and all the other events.  
Greg is happy that these same 
traditions remain today.  Staying 
on the boat and making new 
friends are other great benefits.  

“What I like best about the club is 
how down to earth it is,” explains Greg.  “It’s all 
about the people – it’s a community.”  He relays 
a funny story from years ago.  Greg had a couple 
of  friends help launch and dock his boat at SBYC.  
Afterwards, Greg invited them in for a cocktail and 
food.  They insisted that they were not properly 
dressed to come inside.  When he convinced them to 
follow him in, he was greeted by bartender Myles with 
an exuberant “Voz!”  His friends were immediately 
comfortable and confessed that “this is not what we 
were expecting.”  

Thoughts about being 
Commodore
“I’ll be part of  the history of  the club, 
now,” said Greg.  He is proud of  the 
six years he has served on the board.  
“I served for the betterment of  the 
club.” 

Greg is looking forward to building membership.  
“The social aspects of  our club offer so much,” says 
Greg.  “We need to encourage people to experience 
the benefits of  the club and enjoy it like we do.  Let 
people see what we have, so they will want to join.”  
More boating members are also needed.  “We need to 
fill the slips.”

“I’m pretty approachable,” says Greg.  “Don’t hesitate 
to reach out.  If  something comes up, call me.  I plan 
to be visible.”  
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About Your 2020 Board of Directors
David J. Klippert, Vice Commodore
(2008) AFFIRMED
My wife Beth and I have been active boaters most 
of  our lives.  Our daughters, Anna (22) and Emily 
(19), share our love of  the water and boating lifestyle 
and we have many family memories on the boat.  
Our family enjoys the times we spend together at 
the SBYC where we have met so many good friends 
who are just as enthusiastic about boating as we are.  
I am a partner with the law firm Warner Norcross 
+ Judd LLP focusing on corporate law, business/
commercial transactions, estate planning and trust 
administration.  I am also involved with a number of  
other organizations serving as a Board member of  
the Michigan Chamber of  Commerce, the Bay Area 
Community Foundation, Horizon Bank (Community 
Advisory Board), Wenonah Park Properties, Inc. 
(DoubleTree Hotel – Bay City) and the Junior League 
of  the Great Lakes Bay Region (Community Advisory 
Board).  My wife Beth teaches second grade at 
Bangor Lincoln Elementary.  Both of  our daughters 
are Spartans.  Anna recently graduated from MSU, 
James Madison College, and is now in her first year 
of  law school at the MSU College of  Law.  Emily is 
currently a sophomore in the MSU Honors College 
and is studying business.  Like many other members 
of  the Club, our family is very interested in its 
continued success.  This depends on maintaining an 
active membership and the ability to attract and keep 
new members.  As a Board member, I will strive to 
focus on these areas. 

Ric Fletcher, Rear Commodore
(2011) LYNDA LOU
I grew up in Bay City and spent many years boating 
with my family. Dad would take us out on the 1946 
Garwood utility for great fun on the water. Other 
than a ten-year absence living out west, I’ve lived in 
the area all my life. I now reside on Linwood Beach 
and continue the boating tradition on our 31 Tiara, 
Lynda Lou, with my wife Lynda, our children, and 
grandchildren. As the owner of  Great Lakes Building 
Inspection Services, LLC for the last 25 years, I 
look forward to sharing my experience with the board 
to help maintain our facilities. We enjoy the food, 
drink, and all the great people at the Club. Serving on 
the board is a privilege and a way to give back to the 
Club.

Jason Reese, Treasurer 
(2007) CHECKED INN
I was relocated from North Carolina to Michigan 
by Dow Chemical in the summer of  2005 and made 
my first visit to SBYC with friends in the spring 
of  2006.  The sense of  community and friendship, 
as well as being the best spot on the river to enjoy 
food, drink, friends, and boats, convinced me to join 
SBYC in 2007.  I have served on the BOD since 
2015.  During the week, I work in Research and 
Development at Dow focused on automotive markets 
and applications.  Janelle and I are very happy to call 
SBYC and Checked Inn our home away from home.   

Jamieson Poirier, Secretary 
(2007) MISS MOLLY  
Wife and First Mate- Molly.  Owner/President of  Pier 
7 Marina in Bay City, Michigan.  Education includes 
a BA in Management from SVSU and an MBA in 
Leadership from Kettering University.  SBYC is a 
legacy to me in some respects, as I am currently a 
fourth-generation member.  As current residents of  
Hampton Township, Molly and I enjoy the proximity 
of  the club, and find ourselves at dinner and breakfast 
on a weekly basis.  In June of  2013, the club was host 
to our wedding reception, from which we received 
many great compliments on the food and atmosphere 
of  the club.  Molly and I also enjoy spending time 
at the club with our two-year-old son Jackson.  We 
are excited to watch him grow and someday become 
a fifth-generation member of  SBYC.  I am an avid 
classic boat enthusiast, having restored our 26’ 1957 
Chris Craft Continental to show condition and 
recently adding a 1972 55’ Chris Craft Commander to 
our fleet.  With nearly two decades of  experience in 
the marine industry, I am an advocate of  adaptability 
within the recreational boating industry.  I understand 
the importance of  being innovative and forward 
thinking.  I believe that in order to sustain a feasible 
business model, we must embrace the changing trends 
within the recreational boating industry and correct 
our course accordingly.  My objective as a member 
of  the Board of  Directors is to represent the future 
interests of  the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.  I remain 
committed to the collective development of  long-
term strategies that will effectively re-define the vision 
of  the club in the years to come.  
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About Your 2020 Board of Directors
Tom Barbier (2008)
Boating came early to me, starting with sailing 
adventures with my father and uncle. Racing was the
highlight of  our weekends on Tawas Bay and 
continued most of  my childhood and young adult life.
I became the proud owner of  a few different boats 
over the years, and most recently refitted a 24’
downeast that was a result of  an impulsive eBay 
purchase out of  Quebec. Currently, I am on the 
hunt for the next fine craft. Everyone has always 
been very welcoming, and for the past 10 or so years, 
I have been able to enjoy my time here, most notably 
the wonderful lazy sunny Sundays on the front porch. 
Serving on the board is an honor, and I look forward 
to enjoying the club for many years to come, as it is a 
great place to bring friends and family.

Dennis Bess (2013) FABULOUS JOURNIE
My wife Shannon and I have been members since 
2013, we have 2 daughters Brandi and Chelsea and 
one granddaughter Journie.  I began boating as young 
child with my parents in Caseville.  I’m starting my 
second year as a SBYC board member and looking 
forward to helping drive membership, membership 
experience and enhance our club facility.  Last 
Memorial Day weekend, Shannon and I left Mac-Ray 
harbor on Lake St-Clair at 6:30 am with our updated 
Sea Ray 460 headed for her new home port,  At 
approximately 4:00 pm we made the left turn into the 
north basin at SBYC and were met with many friends 
and family at our home dock at SBYC!  On June 29th 
we had a boat renaming ceremony and that’s where 
FABULOUS JOURNIE was born.  I am the sales 
manager at Janson Equipment Company representing 
Case IH agricultural equipment.  Thank you for the 
opportunity serve the SBYC Boards of  Directors.

Mike Bouckaert (1988) STING
I began sailing and racing sailboats while in college 
at Ferris State University.  My first purchase after 
graduation was a Hobie 16-foot sailboat.  Since 
then, I have owned multiple boats throughout the 
years.  From 1988 to 1998, when I began my family, I 
moored a Catalina 27 sailboat.  I bought my current 
boat STING, a 38-foot Catalina in 2015 and have 
moored that at SBYC since then.  Ironically, I began 
racing on that boat in 1984, while it was owned by a 
past member and moored at SBYC.  So, I have been 
coming to the club in some form since 1984, then 
ultimately joined in 1988.   I was born and raised in 
Bay City and graduated from Ferris State University 

College of  Pharmacy in 1982.  I practiced Pharmacy 
with my father at Monitor Pharmacy from 1982 
until I purchased the business in 2000 and ultimately 
sold it in 2015.  I began a career at McLaren Health 
Management in 2015 and continue to practice at 
McLaren.  I have three great kids – Dylan, Olivia and 
Lauren Bouckaert. 

Julie Humbert  (2001) ENCHANT
I was raised on a blueberry and strawberry farm 
in Hemlock and the closest water I had was a 
swimmable irrigation pond.  I went sailing for the 
first time when I was about 24 and fell in love with 
the calm rush of  water against the hull of  the boat.  I 
didn’t have another chance to sail until I was 30 and 
have been sailing ever since.  I purchased my own 25’ 
sailboat in 1997 and docked her at Bay Harbor.  That 
is where I met Dale, who owned a Hunter 40, and 
we enjoyed sailing together.  Dale proposed to me 
on the Hunter and we were married July 1999.  Dale 
wanted me to consult with him on his retirement gift 
to himself  which was a new Jeanneau in 1999.  Sailing 
is a passion we both share and bringing our Jeanneau 
(Enchant) to the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club was the 
best decision we made.  The friendships we have 
developed have made our yacht club a home.  I can’t 
imagine my life without a sailboat, so God willing, we 
will be sailing for many more years with SBYC always 
our home port. I have been working in Cardiology 
diagnostics for over 40years, starting my own 
Cardiology Diagnostic Practice 26 years ago.  I have 
the luxury of  only working 2 days a week, thanks to a 
Technologist who works for me. I love my work and 
my patients, and the 3 Cardiologists I contract with!  I 
have been told I will know when I am ready to retire.  
God, Family, Travel and Boating are the many 
blessings Dale and I share.  Oh yea, and Golf. 
I am so proud to be elected to SBYC Board of  
Directors and any thoughts and ideas are welcome!
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About Your 2020 Board of Directors
Karen Jacobs (2015) 
John, my husband of  54 years, and I have lived in the 
same home on the Saginaw Bay for 48 years, coming 
here from Saginaw, MI.  We have three sons and 
their wives, and seven grandchildren.  We owned a 
catamaran, row boats, and a 21 ft. 1972 Sea Ray.  We 
still have the Sea Ray, which is an ongoing piece of  
work.  John and I own Jacobs Plumbing & Heating; 
being in business 47 years.  When our country club 
closed, we joined the “family” at the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club.  We love coming here for dinner, and 
have met many new wonderful friends.  We love the 
atmosphere of  a private club!  I’m starting my third 
year on the Board and I am the co-chair of  the Social 
Committee.  “Fair winds and following seas!”

Christine Moore Skrocki  (1994) SKROCKNEST
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club has been my “home” since I 
was 8 years old, when my parents Norman and Gloria 
Moore joined.  The club has always been a big part of  
my life. Many of  the 4 generations of  my family have 
had significant life memories at the club (weddings, 
reunions, Mother’s Day, Easter, etc) My mom and 
dad always brought me to the club as a young girl to 
see the REAL Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, the Doan’s.  
I then brought my daughter as a young girl and now 
she brings her babies here to sit on Santa’s lap.  Such 
a special place!  I’ve been a boater all my life.  My 
parents would always say I was “born on a boat.”  I 
spent a couple months cruising with them every 
summer up until just 10 years ago when they got out 
of  boating.  As my dad’s “navigator,” I would sit right 
next to him for hours.  We cruised all over the Great 
Lakes and Georgian Bay. We took his 57’ Chris Craft 
to Isle Royal National Park in Lake Superior in fog so 
thick we could not see the bow of  the boat. We stayed 
there for a week with the use of  the generator now 
and then.  Being near or on the water is my greatest 
passion.  My husband and I own a 27’ Four Winns 
that we dock here and also can trailer to harbors far 
and experience cruising different parts of  the Great 
Lakes with less time and money.  We live along the 
Kawkawlin River and could choose to also leave our 
boat on our dock in front of  our home. I am also on 
the Board of  Directors for the Great Lakes Cruising 
Club in which I’ve been a very active member of  
that Club since I was a teenager.  I have coordinated 
or helped with many of  their boat party gatherings 
throughout the Midwest and Canada, including boat 
Rallies through the years as well as annual meetings, 
main Club Rendezvous and “Spring Break” gathering 

in the Florida Keys.  I joined the SBYC in my own 
right in 1994.  What is most appealing to me is the 
Club’s heritage and ceremonial traditions.  I’m proud 
that our club is the second oldest club in Michigan, 
behind only the Detroit YC.  Above and beyond 
my parents membership, I joined to continue my 
memories here and pass traditions down to my family.  
I want the SBYC to always exist.  Our club survived 
through 22 presidents, world wars, depressions, and 
much more.  I’m so thankful and proud to be a part 
of  this club!

Jim Nichols  (2008) LAKE AFFECT  
I was born and raised in Bay City, and have enjoyed 
boating on the Saginaw River and the Great Lakes 
my entire life.  I came across an old photo of  me 
dressed in a blue & white sailor suit strapped in my 
car seat (still in diapers) pre-departure from SBYC 
aboard PC Floyd Nichols 42’ Connie “MANY” years 
ago.  My grandfather always had boats, along with my 
father, and we (with my wife, Jamie) have continued 
the boating tradition with our two sons.  Throughout 
my lifetime, there has always been a SBYC burgee 
proudly displayed on a boat or on a wall in my 
grandpa’s, my dad’s, and in our home.  I have recently 
retired from Dow & DuPont after a rewarding 32-
year career as a Logistics Manager.  We enjoy all of  
the great people and great friends we have made 
during our tenure at the Club, and looking forward 
to many more.  I am all about preserving SBYC 
tradition, and very honored to be invited to run for a 
Board seat.  I look forward to sharing my knowledge 
and experience to enhance the overall beauty and 
nostalgia of  the Club.

SAVE THE DATE
SBYC 

Action Auction
Friday, May 22



The Masthead      Page 8                      March 2020

About Your 2020 Board of Directors
Claude Ostrander III  (2015) ARIES
born and raised in Saginaw, Michigan.  Graduated 
from Arthur Hill High School in Saginaw and Bay 
City Junior College.  Also attended University of  
Michigan.  Worked in management at JCPenney for 
nine years, having managed most departments in the 
store.  Served in the United States Army, National 
Guard, for six years.  Worked in construction 
management for two years in in the state of  Florida 
and Indiana.  Came home and started my own 
business in the paper and Janitorial supply field for 
45 years until 2019.  Designed, built and managed 
three commercial buildings in Saginaw Township.  I 
had bought a cottage on Higgins Lake, doubled the 
size of  it and also bought a new 22’ power boat, 
which was my first boat and loved it.  Sold both 
after six years to concentrate on other projects.  I 
am the past president of  the Saginaw Township 
Business Association.  Past president of  the Fordney 
Club of  Saginaw County, a 95-year-old charitable 
club supporting children of  Saginaw County.  Past 
chairman of  the Ambassador Council of  the Saginaw 
County Chamber of  Commerce.  I look forward 
to being a part of  this wonderful club’s board of  
directors and adding in any way I might be of  help.

Jerry Preston  (2002) MINGLE
I have been tinkering around with boats since I was 
a Boy Scout on the Mississippi River in Wisconsin.  
The love of  boating stuck with me and I serve on the 
Boy Scout Committee that manages the Scout’s 52’ 
ketch Retriever – homeport Straits Harbor, Mackinaw 
City.  In 2002, I upgraded to the Hunter 43 which 
my wife Karyn and I sail as much as possible.  That 
year, Gunter Beholtz and John McMuray were my 
sponsors and I have been a SBYC dock holder ever 
since.  I am a Past Commodore of  the Quinsippi 
Yacht Club in Quincy, Illinois, where I lived full-
time on a 70’ houseboat that I built.  Winters in the 
marina were wonderful and the dock lights on the 
boat provided great flood-lighting for the ice-skating 
parties off  the bow.  I am employed by the Birch Run 
Area Convention and Visitors Bureau and previously 
by the Flint Area Convention and Visitors Bureau.  
Through my employment, I have had the opportunity 
to travel the world consulting on tourism issues.  I 
am delighted you have selected me to serve SBYC 
as a member of  the Board of  Directors and I look 
forward to doing what I can to continue to make this 
a great place for SBYC members.

Tom Tabor (2008)
I have been around the SBYC for all of  my 60 
years, starting as a young boy coming out with our 
Grandfather Florian Hiss who was a member.  He 
always loved boats but never took the time to have 
one.  My wife Julie and I have been members for 
about 11 years and will be celebrating 34 years of  
marriage this August.  We have two sons, Thomas 
30 and Tyler 28.  Julie and I love to golf  and enjoy 
finding new courses that we have not played before, 
yes she normally beats me!  We enjoy spending time 
at our place on Higgins Lake where we have a nice 
Pontoon boat that I named after our mom, Sally 
Ann Too and two go-fast Seadoo’s and the beautiful 
sunsets!  I have a big love for cars, classics and new 
high performance.  I am restoring my father’s 1936 
Ford coupe which he bought in 1976 and enjoy his 
other car, 1960 T-Bird that he got brand new!  The 
new hot rod is a 2018 Dodge Hellcat Challenger 
with a supercharged 707 hp engine!  After 39 years 
of  working and owning Herman Hiss and Company, 
I have recently retired.  We love our SBYC and the 
members and enjoy the awesome food, great staff  
and of  course the famous sunsets too! 

2020 SBYC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FLAG OFFICERS 
Greg Vozniak, Commodore

Dave Klippert. Vice Commodore
Richard Fletcher. Rear Commodore

Jason Reese. Treasurer
Jamieson Poirier. Secretary

John Kustuch, Past Commodore

DIRECTORS
Thomas Barbier 

Dennis Bess
Michael Bouckaert

Julie Humbert
Karen Jacobs

Christine Moore-Skrocki
Jim Nichols

Claude Ostrander
Jerry Preston 
Thomas Tabor 
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 On Sunday April 10, 1960 the Huskins Boat works, 
706 Martin St. (current location of  Gougeon 
Brothers) burst into flames destroying the business 
and consuming a number of  SBYC yachts along with 
others.  The Fire Chief  Charles Crampton determined 
the cause of  the fire to be faulty wiring near an 
electrical outlet on the north side of  the building.  A 
roster of  pleasure craft destroyed includes Stormy 
Weather II, a 62’ cruiser owned by Dr. Harold Kruger 
of  Bay City, Sea-Belle, a 50’  cruiser owned by PC 
Kent Alcorn (Rick Meeth’s grandfather), Maru a 36’ 
cruiser owned by PC Marshall Alcorn (Rick Meeth’s 
uncle), a 54’ trimaran sailboat being built for a 
Chicago executive, a 42’ catamaran owned by Charles 
Kretschmer of  Saginaw, Dorthea, a 40’ cruiser owned 
by PC Floyd Nichols (Jim Nichol’s grandfather), 
Ronnie Lee III,  a 46’ cruiser owned by Arthur 
Schumacher of  Bay City, a 27’ sloop, Thunderbird, 
owned by Robert Maier of  Bay City, and a 45’ cruiser 
MiAnne, owned by PC Richard Ryan.  A number of  
other boats were damaged.  

The boat works was owned by veteran boat builder 
Benjamin Huskins.  Huskins was one of  the last of  
the Great Lakes independent one-man boat yard 
operators.  Among the craft he had built was the Miss 
United States III unlimited hydroplane owned by 
Robert Evans.  It was designed in Bay City in 1959 for 
an unsuccessful attempt to conquer the world speed 
record. 

One of  the amazing stories of  the fire was the 
rescue of  Mr. Huskins and his invalid wife who lived 
in a second-floor apartment above the boat works 
overlooking the river.  It was surrounded on both 
sides by “launching slips” and could be reached only 
by a narrow walk way along the west side of  the 
building.  A neighbor, Lawrence Ayotte living at 705 
Martin St. saw the Huskins standing on their upstairs 
porch avoiding the fire.  He and a Mickey Dodge 
(eating dinner with Ayotte) ran over and helped Mrs. 
Huskins down the stairs to the edge of  the river.  At 
this time the heat from the flames was too intense for 
everyone to return back up the walkway.  At this point 
Dodge and a young man, John Schindehette, dove 
into the slip and swam across to the other side.  They 
quickly gathered some 20’ timbers and placed them 
across the 15’ slip to act as bridge for Huskins and 
his wife (with the help of  Ayotte) to get further from 
the fire.  A man, Lee Spencer, driving across Belinda 
Street bridge saw the fire and came down to the site 
in time to help pull a large barge over to where the 
Huskins were standing, then using the barge as a 
floating bridge to get the Huskins to the safety of  
the American Tug and Transit Co. yard adjacent to 
the Belinda Bridge approach.  This was a day all boat 
owners and marina operators hope to avoid.

~ Authored by PC Craig Murchison from material  
    donated by Guy Greve.

The Great Fire

The Huskins Boat & Motor Works as it looked in the early to mid 1930s.
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Skeg Night
Annual Meeting

Children’s’ Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Brunch

Spring Work Party
Kentucky Derby Party 
Mother’s Day Brunch

Spring Flower Planting
Dueling Pianos
Action Auction 

Potluck Breakfast
Memorial Day Holiday Cookout

Ladies Night Out
Venetian Night

Blessing of the Fleet
Fathers’ Day Cookout

4th of July Cookout
Tawas Rendezvous
Cocktails & Croquet

Labor Day Holiday Cookout
Commodores’ Celebration

Golf Outing
Meet the Nominees

MSU/UM Tailgate/Chili Cook-Off
Fall Work Party

Trunk or Treat
SBYC Election Night

Christmas Decorating Party
SBYC Christmas Party

Children’s’ Christmas Party 

Thursday, March 19
Friday, April 3
Sunday, April 12
Sunday, April 12
Saturday, April 25
Saturday, May 2
Sunday, May 10
Saturday, May 16
Saturday, May 16
Friday, May 22
Saturday, May 23
Sunday & Monday, May 24-25
Thursday, May 28
Saturday, June 6
Sunday, June 7
Sunday, June 21
Saturday, July 4
Friday - Sunday, July 17-19
Saturday, September 5
Sunday - Monday, September 6-7
Saturday, September 12
Sunday, September 13
Friday, October 9
Saturday, October 10
Saturday, October 24
Sunday, October 25
Friday November 6
Saturday, November 21
Saturday, December 12
Sunday, December 13

SBYC 2020
Social Event Calendar



The Masthead      Page 11                      March 2020

 Skeg Night is the traditional men’s opening night of the boating season.   
It is the oldest continuous party at SBYC dating from the 1920s.

A Golden Tee Golf Tournament will be held in the Main Dining Room 

    Skeg 
Night

SBYC

 

Thursday, March 19th 
     6:00pm Cocktails  
 7:00pm Dinner Served 

The traditional First Gathering of Men to 
toast the upcoming boating season!

Sit-Down Dinner Menu 
Surf & Turf Combo Plate: 

4 ounce filet and lobster tail 
served with drawn butter

Full SBYC Soup & Salad Bar
Rolls & Butter

Chef’s Vegetable & Starch 
 Apple Cobbler Dessert Station 

$38 per person 
Reservations for this event 
are REQUIRED .  

Please call the Club 
989 - 892 - 5905, or stop in 
and sign up before Tuesday, 
March 17th


