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From the Helm 
 ~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club: 
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and common 
interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family of 
great people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  As we have 
for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome all 
who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Ahoy from the flag.  I hope everyone is healthy 
and safe.  We may be seeing the light at the end of  
the tunnel with the Coronavirus lockdown.  The 
Governor’s latest executive order is set to expire 
May 28.  The flag officers, along with the board of  

directors, believe the opening 
of  the economy will be 
in stages; as example, the 
opening of  boat launches 
and marinas we outlined in 
a letter to you sent on April 
28. Please read Mark’s article
in this issue of  the Masthead
where he outlines the plans
to start up club operations in

three stages.  To echo last week’s letter, please practice 
social distancing with other members and please only 
have your immediate family on board.

As the club is now planning its opening in stages, we 
will need to make some changes to upcoming events. 
We are presently assuming the club gatherings will be 
limited regarding the number of  people in attendance.  
Considering the unknown (state changes to orders) 
and the need for a quick turnaround in decisions, we 
would have a shortened amount of  time to plan these 
activities.  As a result, both the Venetian Night and 
Action Auction will be rescheduled for a later date.  
In addition to rescheduling, the social committee 
is contemplating ideas for changing the format for 

Venetian Night.  They are open to any ideas you may 
have; please contact Julie Humbert or anyone on the 
social committee.  Blessing of the Fleet will most 
likely not be the normal party we have had in the 
past.  Planning continues, but anticipate a blessing on 
a different scale fitting within the current health and 
safety guidelines.  A flyer will be sent out when details 
are finalized.

When we arrive in stage 2 of our opening plan, 
we will re-schedule the Annual Meeting.  I ask 
that once the meeting is scheduled please make a 
concerted effort to attend.  Treasurer Reese will 
present the financial impact of the current lock 
down on the club, and share some guidance and 
financial recommendations from the National Club 
Association.  Per our by-laws, we need at least 10% of 
membership in attendance for quorum.  

Thank you to Dennis Bess who has coordinated the 
removal of 12 docks in the South Basin to prepare for 
floating dock installation introduced in last month’s 
Masthead.  The removal step is complete and the 
dock areas are all cleaned up.  Thank you to Mark and 
Michael for spending time in preparing the grounds 
for Stage 1 of the opening plan.  Boats will begin 
pulling into their slips and I look forward to seeing 
our boating season start albeit more slowly than we 
would prefer.  

I WILL BE SEEING YOU AT THE CLUB 
SHORTLY!



The Masthead Page 2                  May 2020

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
I am hoping that this finds everyone safe and healthy.

Attached to this edition of  the Masthead you will 
find our Re-Opening Plan.  It is a three-stage plan 
allowing operations to gradually begin a “return to 
near-normal.”  I know that this has been a difficult 
time for everyone, and your continued patience and 
understanding during this trying period is greatly 

appreciated.

Due to the continued 
restaurant/club closure, 
our Mother’s Day Brunch 
scheduled for Sunday, May 
10 has been cancelled.  The 
Kentucky Derby, scheduled for 
May 2 is also postponed until 
the race is run in September.  
Other events scheduled for 

after May 15 are in a “holding pattern” at this time, 
awaiting further Executive Orders from the State.  
Please keep in mind that any reopening will not be an 
immediate “business as usual” scenario.  Without a 
doubt there will be restrictions and conditions under 
which food and beverage service can resume.  More 
on this to follow.

Club administration continues at normal operational 
levels.  Ashley is in Monday through Friday, managing 
account details, processing financial transactions and 
answering phones.  Michael and myself  are tackling 
the outdoor projects, readying the Club for “near 
normal” operations once the green light is given.  The 
remainder of  the staff  is on furlough until the closure 
is lifted.  We are in constant contact with them to 
ensure everyone is safe and secure.

As always, we stand ready to assist all members with 
any questions during this difficult period.  Although 
entry to the clubhouse is not permitted, please feel 
free to telephone or email us at club@sbycmi.com.  

Again, please remain safe, sane and healthy.
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The SBYC Three-Stage Reopening Plan
In accordance with health and safety guidelines for members and staff, Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club will follow a three-stage approach to start the 2020 boating season.
STAGE ONE – Current STATUS: boat slips are open, remainder of  facility will stay closed per 
EO 2020-59 and EO 2020-69.  This stage may include limited availability for carry-out from the 
restaurant for limited times and menus to be determined.

• Slip holders are permitted to dock their boats in their assigned space.
• The Clubhouse and showers will remain secured – no access.  In the event you need to speak with staff, 

please phone the clubhouse at 989-892-5905.
• No restroom facilities or Porta-Johns will be available.
• The gate will remain closed at all times.  Slip holders have been issued key cards allowing them access.
• The boat launch is available for full members.  Observe appropriate social distancing and safety 

precautions.
• Minimal staff will be on hand.  Mark, Ashley and Michael (maintenance).  There will be someone at the 

clubhouse every day.
• Use of the Guest Dock is for pump out only.
• The pump-out station will be available for use with advance notice (call to the clubhouse).  It will be 

sanitized after each use.
• Purchase of ice will be unavailable during the clubhouse closure.
• The dumpster will be available for trash disposal.  Please wear gloves when opening and closing the lid, as 

well as washing/sanitizing hands after discarding trash.
• Assisting other boaters with tying-up is allowable; however, please observe social distancing precautions, as 

well as hand sanitizing afterwards.

• Contract boat cleaning will not be permitted during Stage 1.
• Contract boat repairs must be pre-approved to be on-site during Stage 1.

STRICT SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES ARE RECOMMENDED DURING STAGE 1
• No persons outside of immediate family (same household) should be on board boat.
• The patio will remain closed – no congregation of members.
• Members should not congregate around picnic tables.

STAGE TWO – DATE TO BE DETERMINED

Clubhouse operations will commence following current State Executive Orders and CDC recommendations 
and regulations.

DINING SET-UP / SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOL

1. Decrease seating in each dining area to maximize social distance between tables.
2. Utilize ALL dining areas, including Main Dining Room, to maximize square footage.  Patio will also be

available for dining. NOTE: Maximum seating/occupancy will be based on latest Executive Order.
3. Laminated menus to be utilized – wiped down after each use.
4. Table sets include rolled silver and B&B plate.

~ Continued on Page 4 ~
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5. Ice water upon request.
6. Salt & Pepper shakers delivered to each table upon seating.  Removed and wiped down with sanitizer water

before reuse.
7. Sanitizer water at bar and wait stations – changed hourly.
8. Hand sanitizer will be available at the Club entrance and in all restrooms.
9. Bar stools removed and stored – alcohol service available to seated tables only.  After kitchen closes, cocktail

service available to seated tables only. NOTE: Bar service will remain available if  it is in accordance
with latest Executive Order.

10. No cash sales – credit card and member charges only.

SERVICE 

1. Prior to reopening the clubhouse for food and beverage service, staff  training will be conducted to ensure
full understanding and compliance with all safety protocols.

2. for staff
3. Servers/bartenders to be provided with PPE for each shift.  Cloth face masks and single-use rubber gloves

required at all times.  Gloves to be changed between uses. Face masks to be cleaned/sanitized prior to
leaving.

4. Utilize portioned condiments only, including ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, and creamers. NOTE:
Condiments will be portioned in-house in 2oz disposable lidded containers.  Creamers will be
ordered.

5. Hands washed during exchange of  gloves
6. No loitering at wait stations.
7. Hand sanitizer available at wait stations.
8. Staff  is to have sanitizer spray to conduct continuous wipe-downs during meal service hours, utilizing single-

use paper towels.

FOOD SAFETY

1. Kitchen staff  required to wear face masks and rubber gloves at all times.
2. Continuous sanitizer wipe-down of  all surfaces.
3. Hand sanitizer available in kitchen
4. Maintain social distancing between kitchen staff  as much as practicable.
5. Soup and Salad Bar NOT to be utilized.  Served soup and salad only.
6. Buffet “Self-Service” is suspended.  Any buffets, including Sunday Cookouts, will be manned by staff,

serving food items.

STAGE THREE – DATE TO BE DETERMINED

Clubhouse operations will begin to return to near-normal operations, following current State Executive 
Orders and CDC recommendations and regulations

The SBYC Three-Stage Reopening Plan
~ Continued from Page 3 ~




