
S E P T E M B E R   2 0 2 0From the Helm 
  ~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

Hours:
Wed. and Thurs.:
Bar: 1700 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 – 2100
Fri. and Sat.:

Bar: 1700 - 2400
Dinner: 1800 – 2200

Sunday: 
Bar: 1500 - 2200

Cookout: 1600 - 2100

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

SBYC Golf Outing    
Sunday, Sept. 13

Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 9

Fall Work Party          
Saturday, Oct. 24

SBYC Annual Meeting  
and Election Night         

Friday, Nov. 6

Christmas         
Decorating Party   
Saturday, Nov. 21

SBYC Christmas Party
Saturday, Dec. 12

Children’s 
Christmas Party                             
Sunday, Dec. 13

The Mission of SBYC:  We are a unique community of individuals with shared 
values and common interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  
A family of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.   As 
we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and welcome 
all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

Ahoy from the flag.  This year has had many ups and downs as you are all 
aware.  But the last few weeks have been more on the upside.  After many 
weeks of  anticipation for the arrival, they are here and installed—the new, 
floating docks. I would like to personally thank Past Commodores Pam & 
Craig Murchison for their most generous gift to the club.  I would also like 
to thank the team of  Dennis Bess, Jamieson Poirier, and Jason Reese who 

worked diligently to get this project to completion.  
The new docks have not only created enthusiasm here 
at SBYC, but we have noticed many boats from other 
marinas coming to look at our new additions.  There 
are a few final tasks that need to be completed before 
slip assignment can be made.  The dock committee is 
working on the process of  filling these new slips and 
will communicate to membership when they are ready.

By the time you are reading this the Labor Day 
Weekend will be in the past.  There are/were several 

events planned, including croquet on the lawn, music Saturday night, and after 
much delay, music on Sunday featuring Soul Express.  I would like to thank 
not only those who sponsored this music, but for all the music we have had 
this summer.   The music on the patio has been a great benefit to the club; it 
not only gets us out but has drawn attention to the Club by other boaters on 
the river.  There are a few more events planned as we go into the fall season so 
look for fliers and email blasts.

In closing, I would like to add onto the article I wrote in last month’s 
Masthead.  The Flag Officers along with the SBYC Board of  Directors have 
called a “Special” meeting in accordance with the by-laws.  This special meeting 
is by request of  the By-Laws Committee and will be used for election of  Flag 
Officers, Board of  Directors, and the vote on changes in the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club by-laws.  You should have already received the slate of  nominees 
for the election.  In the next week, you should also receive a letter from the By-
Laws Committee stating the proposed changes to the by-laws.  Please review 
the changes so that you may make an informed decision.

See you at the club!
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A Note from the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer
In September of  each year the Finance committee 
begins forecasting and preparing to submit next 
year’s budget for BOD approval.  For the last several 
years the committee has used statistical forecasting 
methods to give insight on potential revenue and 

associated expenses.  In 
simple terms, statistical 
forecasting implies the 
use of  statistics based on 
historical data to project 
what could happen in the 
future.    Accuracy of  the 
models are only as good as the 
historical data you have.   We 
only have 6 months of  data 

while operating during a global pandemic. 

When SBYC was forced to close for business in Mid-
March per Governor’s EO, our finance committee 
quickly went to work  preparing financial “what-if ” 
models.  The committee presented models based on 
the current data each month to the BOD.  In late 
April our models suggested we needed to prepare 
for significant financial losses during 2020.  It would 
be another 6  weeks before we were able to re-start 
limited operations. 

I am happy to report our models were wrong.  
The reason the models were wrong, you ask?  
They completely underestimated SBYC member 
generosity.   Each and every month of  this year I 
have been delighted with the incredible number 
of  financial and time donations to our club. For 
the masks, tents, music, raffles, dinners, and docks, 
I thank you for your support.   To those of  you 
who helped bring new members to the club, and 
new boaters to our docks, I thank you for your 
support.   To our new members and dock holders, 
welcome and Thank You for choosing SBYC. 

I remember a MAY BOD meeting when it became 
clear our annual fund raising event, The Action 
Auction, would not occur during the Friday of  
Memorial Day Weekend as tradition.  It was the day 
when COVID-19 related closures made me realize the 
Summer 2020 was going to be a statistical anomaly.  

The Action Auction Committee presented a plan for 
“The Actionless Auction” event for 2020.  Member 
generosity again exceeds expectation.   On the eve 
of  Labor Day Weekend, SBYC has received over 
$20,000 of  proceeds from this year’s event.  Thank 
you to all involved and everyone who donated!!!   The 
Actionless Auction committee will report final results 
when all donations are received. 

Each month I present SBYC’s current financial status 
to our BOD.  If  you ever have any questions, feel 
free to contact me.   I will be presenting a financial 
summary at the upcoming Special Meeting mentioned 
in Commodore Vozniak’s article. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to enjoy 
and support your club.

Social Committee Update
  ~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Chair
Greetings from your Social Committee.  Thank you 
for the sponsoring and support of  your Summer 

Music on the Patio at SBYC!  
Summer and Music are not 
over just yet.  We are hopeful 
for a summer-like Fall.

On that note we have music 
lined up for September as 
follows:

Friday, September 11: Joe Balbaugh, sponsored by 
Dan & Jill Dralle

Saturday, September 19: Gary Sprung, sponsored by 
Sue & Bill Kleinert, Julie & Dale Humbert

Saturday, September 26: Mike Brush & Julie 
Mulady sponsored by Carol & John Lucas (BCYC)

Come enjoy your club and SBYC family!  Be Safe and 
Healthy!
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The pandemic has changed our lives in so many 
ways.  We have had to adapt to accommodate keeping 
ourselves, our family, and our friends COVID free 
and yet accomplish our daily tasks as best we can.

Here at SBYC, Mark and the staff  have done an 
outstanding job keeping our club house and grounds 
available for our use within the guidelines set out by 
the governor.

One of  the things we realized very quickly after 
the shut-down was that our current by-laws do not 
accommodate remote, electronic attendance of  
meetings BUT the Club is a business and as such 
the monthly and special meetings needed to take 
place.  The Flag Officers and Board of  Directors 
continued to hold meetings, but in keeping within the 
governor’s guidelines did so remotely using phones 
and computers. 

To remedy the situation, the By-Law Committee has 
met and drafted amended by-laws that will allow 
remote attendance at meetings, should we find 
ourselves in a similar circumstance in the future.  The 
BOD accepted the committee recommendations at 
a special meeting August 5, 2020.  As you know, by-

law amendments must be presented and voted on by 
the membership at the Annual Meeting or a Special 
Meeting called for that purpose.  The process is 
outlined in Article XI-Amendments of  the By-Laws. 

You may also recall the Annual Meeting of  the 
membership could not be held on the first Friday 
of  April due to the shut-down.  It has been decided 
that the rescheduled Annual Meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the Election Meeting on the first 
Friday of  November; this year November 6, 2020.  
The proposed by-laws amendments will be on the 
Annual Meeting Agenda. 

As required in the by-laws, in October you will be 
receiving by US Mail, an explanation and effect of  
the proposed changes and a ballot.  If  you are unable 
to attend the meeting in November, please be sure to 
vote and return your ballot to the Club prior to the 
day of  the vote.

If  you have any questions concerning the proposed 
by-law changes please reach out to any member 
of  the Flag, the BOD or member of  the By-law 
Committee.

What We Have Learned from the Pandemic
From the By-Law Committee: Jerry Preston, Director, PC Steve Dicken, PC Tari Detzler

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Autumn is in the air as we move into the final two 
months of  the boating season.  Clubhouse operations 
continue at full-swing, with an eye towards the 
continued health and well-being of  all members and 

staff.

Our Sunday Cookouts will 
continue through September, 
after which we will be offering 
our “Tail-Gate” buffets every 
Sunday.  A great opportunity to 
meet at the Club to enjoy some 
great light food and football!

With the Holiday Season 
approaching, we still have dates available to host 
your gatherings.  The staff  stands ready to assist in 
planning your event and providing your guests with a 
memorable holiday experience.  Give me a call at the 
Clubhouse for more information.

Meet the SBYC Nominees
Friday, October 9

Annual Meeting & Election Night         
Friday, Nov. 6
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The Great SBYC Dining or Docking Raffle
  ~ Shannon Bess & Mary Ann Cole, Action Auction Co-Chairs 

South Basin Gets New Look
  ~ Dennis Bess, Director
Hello from the Dock Committee. First, a huge Thank 
You to PC Pam & PC Craig Murchison for their 
generous donation enabling this project to happen! 
Planning for this project started  with the Murchison’s 
goal of  promoting the boating aspect of  the club 
and attracting new members with boats.  A contract 
with Arc-Rite Welding for removal 
of  existing docks and pilings was 
initiated on March 23rd, , with the 
first of  the 12 old docks being 
removed from south basin.  On  
April 10th  the basin was completely 
cleared for the next phase of  the 
south basin NEW LOOK!  A 
Contract with Flotation Dock 
Systems was also signed in March 
for 12 new 36’’x40’ sea wall mount 
floating docks. On August 24th FDS rolled into SBYC 
with 12 new docks and crew ready to start install.  By 
7pm that day they had 4 docks attached to seawall and 
floating, and at that point you could tell this was going 
to change and enhance the beauty of  the south basin 
and club. On the evening of  August 26th, the complete 
transformation of  south basin was complete and the 
Dock Committee believes it was a beautiful addition 
to say the least.

There is a little more work to be done to the 
seawall, and we hope to have our members that 
were temporarily relocated for the project, back in 
their assigned slips soon.   Looking towards next 
year,  if  you’re an existing slip holder thinking 
of  moving into the new dock zone or want to 

change within the new zone , 
please remember to get your 
dock application and deposit 
submitted with your requested 
changes.   Dock Applications 
will be available October 1,  and 
due by November 15th . Dock 
committee will assign slips in 
their December meeting using 
the SBYC Dock Rules published 
in the 2020 Roster.

The Dock Committee is also working on additional 
guidelines for the new dock zone to make sure we 
keep the area looking vibrant and fresh for many 
years.  More info will be available with the Dock 
Applications.  

Once again thank you to the Murchison’s for the 
donation enabling this wonderful addition to SBYC!

PC John Kustuch visiting Eastpoint Yacht Club 
in Annapolis, Maryland last month.

Story Ideas, Photos of Your 
Travels and Suggestions are 
Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating 
or other travel adventures, please consider 
submitting an article and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD.  Story ideas are welcome too!

Send your stories and/or photos to THE 
MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver at 
Lynn9117@gmail.com.  If  you have questions, 
call Lynn at 989-737-9117.
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Floating Dock Project: Before and During
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Floating Dock Project: COMPLETE!
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Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 45 

Essexville, Michigan  48732 
(989)892-5905  

 
 
September 8, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
As you know, Saturday, September 12th is the scheduled night of the Commodores’ 
Celebration.  Unfortunately, in light of the continued restrictions for indoor gatherings 
recently issued in Executive Order 2020-176, we made the difficult decision to cancel 
the Commodores’ Celebration for this year. 
 
We believe the event would be in violation of the Governor’s most recent Executive 
Order if held as originally planned.  I, along with the Vice Commodore and Rear 
Commodore, met and discussed the issue and came to the conclusion that this was the 
right decision.  Having said that, we will continue our normal dining operations this 
Saturday and the dinner feature will be as stated for the Commodores’ Celebration along 
with the complete menu options in honor of our past Commodores.  Therefore, we ask 
that you please call before Saturday to request your dining reservation time.   There will 
be live music for your listening pleasure as well.    
 
We are very sorry this decision was forced upon us, but we felt it important to comply 
with the guidelines set by the Governor and to ensure the safety of our members and 
SBYC staff.  Our state is making progress getting things opened again (slowly) and we 
hope that continues and these restrictions continue to loosen. 
 
Please come out and show your support for our Club and all of the great Commodores 
that have weathered difficult seas before me.  
 
Thank you for your understanding, 
 
Greg Vozniak    Dave Klippert    Ric Fletcher 
Commodore    Vice-Commodore   Rear-Commodore 
 


